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Thanks to Harry Holland, Janet Kettles, Chris Bartle and others
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Publishers Editor for next issue Copy:   
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Disclaimers and notices  
The Stonesfield Slate is a village amenity, produced and distributed by volunteers. It cannot be held 
responsible for any of the views expressed in its pages nor does it endorse any of the products or 
services advertised. Articles are solely the responsibility of the writers and their opinions do not 
necessarily accord with those of the Editors or Publishers. 

Whilst we strive to ensure all information is correct, we are not responsible for anything that 
happens as a result of you using the information. If you find any errors or omissions then please 
contact the Publisher and we will, if appropriate, endeavour to correct them. Dates for your diary are 
always subject to change. Please check with event organisers. 

The Editor and the Publishers reserve the right to edit, shorten or omit any article submitted.  

GDPR: Your contact details are held by The Slate while you are in correspondence with us or 
advertise in The Slate. This information and your legal rights are protected by our Data Privacy 
Policy, which is available on request from the Publishers. 

Do you want to advertise? 
An advertisement in The Stonesfield Slate starts from as little as £3 per month.  

Please email publisher@stonesfieldslate.uk or call the Publishers on 01993 898841, 
for full details of availability, sizes, requirements and cost. We can also help with design 
if required.  

Any new advertisements, or changes to existing advertisements, should be emailed to 
publisher@stonesfieldslate.uk by 10th of the month. All advertisements must be 
paid for in advance.

Do you want to send in an article but have no email? 
Just call the Editor (see below) who can arrange to collect your handwritten copy. 
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Dates for your Diary 

August 

18-31  	 Timeless Tales          	 Oxfordshire Museum	 10am-5pm

29        	 Men’s Walk and Talk            	 outside St James’ Centre    	 10am

29        	 Dinosaur Hunt          	 The White Horse      	 All day

30        	 Cream Teas   	 Combe Reading Room 	 2.30-5pm

30        	 Aunt Sally Open Tournament         	 The White Horse      	 3pm

30,31  	 Sealed Knot Civil War re-enactment 	 Great Tew      	 11am-5pm

31        	 Monday Coffee         	 St James’ Centre     	 10-11.30am

31        	 Jazz    	 The White Horse      	 5-7pm

September

1-6      	 Pics@The Pub: Photography Show    	 The White Horse      	 Pub hours

1-6      	 Timeless Tales          	 Oxfordshire Museum  	 10am-5pm

2          	 Parish Council meeting       	 Village Hall    	 7pm

2,9,16,23,30  	Pilates 	 Village Hall    	 9.30-10.45am

2,9,16,23,30  	Hannah Bathe Strength & Condition  	 Village Hall    	 7-7.45pm

2,9,16,23,30  	Folk Dancing 	 Village Hall    	 7.45-10pm

3          	 Talk: Lee Miller, A woman at war    	 Soldiers of Oxfordshire M   	 7pm

3,7,10,14,17  	 Taekwondo    	 Village Hall    	 5.30-6.30pm

3,10,17,24     	 Hannah Bathe Strength & Condition 	 Village Hall    	 7-7.45pm

5          	 Repair and Community Café          	 Village Hall    	 10am-2pm

6          	 Afternoon Tea           	 Combe Reading Room       	 2-5pm

7,14,21,28     	 Monday Coffee        	 St James’ Centre     	 10-11.30am

7,14,21,28     	 Baby & Me Postnatal Yoga         	 Village Hall    	 10-11.15am

7,14,21,28     	 Pickleball      	 Village Hall    	 12.30-2.30pm

7,14,21,28     	 Bump & Me Antenatal Yoga     	 Village Hall    	 7.30-8.30pm

7,14,21,28     	 Hannah Bathe HIIT       	 Village Hall    	 7-7.45pm 

8,22    	 Quiz Night     	 The White Horse      	 8pm 

8,15,22,29     	Pickleball       	 Village Hall    	 12.30-2.30pm

8,15,22,29     	Seniors’ Café 	 The White Horse      	 3-4pm 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	     Continued on p4



4 September 2026  Stonesfield Slate

Dates for your Diary  
September (cont)

8,15,22,29     	Stonesfield Social    	 Village Hall    	 5-6.30pm

8,15,22,29     	Zumba            	 Village Hall    	 7-8pm

8,15,22,29     	Zumba Strong           	 Village Hall    	 8-9pm

9,16,23,30     	Yoga & Relaxation   	 Village Hall    	 11-11.45am

9-30    	 Pics@The Pub: Two Artists            	 The White Horse      	 Pub hours

12        	 Methodist Church Teas       	 Methodist Church     	2.30-4.30pm

12        	 Live music: Mudflap          	 Sports & Social Club           8.30pm

14       	 Gardening Club wine tasting & talk   	 St James’ Centre     	 7.30pm

14	 Combe WI meeting	 Reading Room, Combe	 7.30pm 

15        	 Folk Night      	 The White Horse      	 8pm

16        	 Monthly Bingo           	 Sports & Social Club           	 7pm

21,24,28        	 Taekwondo    	 Village Hall    	 5.30-6.30pm

17,24  	 Upholstery     	 Village Hall    	 9.30am-12.30pm

18,25  	 Baby & Toddlers       	 Village Hall    	 10am-noon

19,20  	 Roman Villa Open Weekend        	 North Leigh     	 11am-5pm

26        	 Combe WI Coffee morning   	 Reading Room 	 10.30am-noon

26        	 Henderson:Hooper 25th Anniv Conc    St James Church            	 3.30pm

26        	 The Adderbury Ensemble   	 Combe Community Hub	 7.30pm

October

2          	 Harvest Quiz Night  	 St James’ Centre     	 6pm

5          	 Stonesfield Players Community Café	 Village Hall    	 10am-noon

 

STONESFIELD VOLUNTARY TRANSPORT SCHEME 
Our volunteer drivers are available to take you to local 

medical appointments or to the hospitals in Oxford and 
Banbury. We make no charge but welcome a donation 

towards expenses.

Please call or email to book transport 

in September: Amanda Peters
07939 410009 or stonesfieldvts@gmail.com 



Jonathan Morton
On Thursday 16 July, Jonathan (Jo) 
Morton died suddenly at his home, 
Redgate, in Laughton Hill. 

He was 88 years old and was a long-time 
resident of Stonesfield.

Pictures @ The Pub
We hope you have been enjoying our 
photography exhibition by Diane Bates and 
Skye Drew which continues until Sunday   
6 September. This will be followed with the 
work of two artists who will be well-known 
to many readers: Fredrica Craig will be 
showing her paintings of landscapes and 
still life, and Claire Fyfe-Jackson will 
exhibit mixed media collages celebrating 
summer gardens.

The team has been planning the 
programme for the remainder of the year 
and is delighted to let you know that we 
expect to show a wide variety of styles and 
disciplines including watercolours and oils, 
prints, collage and textile art. The year will 
finish with our third Midwinter Show 
which will feature the work of about 20 
artists from Stonesfield and the 
surrounding areas. Lots to look forward to!

If you would like to exhibit at the Horse 
next year, please get in touch with us.

Trisha Williams for Pictures @ The Pub 
triwynwil003@gmail.com
Team: Kerry Burniston, Jenny Lines, Ann Lowe 
and Trisha Williams
Claire Renshaw for The White Horse 
Community Pub

Repair Café
The next Repair Café will be held with the 
Community Café on Saturday 5 September 
10am - 2pm in Stonesfield Village Hall.

While you have your items repaired you 
can enjoy a selection of delicious cakes and 
light lunches.

These are by donation and the proceeds go 
to support village causes. Bring all those 
things that have stopped working or have 
broken and you haven't thrown out and see 
if we can help. We look at furniture, 
electrics of all sorts, clothes and fabric, 
computers and mobile phones and we 
sharpen tools as well. If we can't fix them 
we can give advice as to what to do next. 

Mike Sofroniou 

Sports and Social Club
With the children returning to school the 
rhythm of the club changes; football 
training resumes, the start of the new pool 
league and the end of Aunt Sally and the 
summer darts.  

We have the return of the bands with our 
first being Mudflap on Saturday                 
12 September from 8.30pm, monthly 
Bingo starting Wednesday 16 September - 
eyes down at 7pm, and our Saturday night 
basket meals between 6pm-8pm.

Stonesfield Sports & Social Club team
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Notices & news



Stonesfield Village Hall News
Well summer is nearly over, though 
hopefully not just yet, but the new term 
brings the restart of many of our regular 
classes and groups. 

Mondays we have mother and baby yoga 
and prenatal yoga with Nadia.

Monday & Tuesdays we have Pickleball 
with Miles. 

Monday, Wednesday and Thursdays we 
have Strength and Conditioning with 
Hannah.

Mondays and Thursdays we have 
Taekwondo with James.

Tuesdays we have Zumba and HIIT Strong 
Nation with Katie along with the 
Stonesfield Social.

Wednesdays we have Pilates with Anita, 
and Yoga and Relaxation with Brek.

Thursdays we have Upholstery with Linda.

Fridays we have Baby & Toddlers.

First Saturdays we have Community Café 
available for any local groups to fundraise 
alongside the quarterly Repair Café.

Please see Dates for your Diary for times 
and dates.

Pickleball has started well, Miles is keen to 
see some more new faces and is offering 
another free Pickleball session on 
Thursday 25 September at 3.30- 4.30pm,  
do get in touch if you are interested.  Miles: 
miles@l2pp.com or 07765 894945.

The hall and club room are also a great hire 
for parties, events, training and meetings, 
with a well stocked kitchen to cater for up 
to 100 people, and alcohol licence. 
Available for hire from £9.20 per hour, 

please see our website, booking is easy.  
The calendar and booking is all online.

Don't forget that Community Café slots for 
2026/7 are available for local groups to 
fundraise on the first Saturday of each 
month. 

Claire Renshaw

Stonesfield Village Hall Bookings

info@stonesfieldvillagehall.com

www.stonesfieldvillagehall.com 

White Horse News
A big thank you to all those who have been 
enjoying the pub over the last month. Also 
thank you to all who came down to enjoy 
our fantastic summer fare and fun day, it 
was a great day and it was great to see so 
many happy faces. The performance from 
Sol Samba was absolutely fantastic. We 
had a great selection of local stalls and the 
day was rounded off with so many of you 
rocking out to the evening band, The 
Catnip Cartel. These events take a lot of 
preparation and hard work to put together 
but seeing so many of you turn up to enjoy 
yourselves makes it all worth while. These 
events and the many others we do are to 
give the whole village things that cater for 
many different tastes.

A thank you to 1st Stonesfield Scouts for 
the borrow, setup and take down of the 
gazebo for the stalls.

Thank you also to Stonesfield village hall 
for the loan of the tables and to Charlie 
Hunt for arranging collection of the tables.

We also raised £200 from our cake stall 
which will be donated to Stonesfield 
School. A final thank you to my team; your 
hard work and effort never goes unnoticed 
and without you these things are not 
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possible. You are all amazing and I’m very 
proud of you all.

We will be closed Tuesday 1 September as 
we are open on the bank holiday Monday 
so there will be no Seniors’ Café that week.

The quiz is back at the pub every other 
week through September so why not come 
down and put a team together and see if 
you can become quiz champions? No need 
to book, just turn up and grab a table or 
contact us if you want to reserve one. 
Maximum teams of 6 and a chance to win a 
cash prize if you get the correct key to open 
the box. Next dates are 8 and 22 
September.

Folk Music will return to the pub on 
Tuesday 15 September from 8pm so come 
on down, enjoy some light hearted 
entertainment and show your support.

Keep an eye on our socials and the next 
door app for more upcoming deals and 
events.

We look forward to seeing you soon.

Craig Tipper (01993 672059)

The White Horse 
info@thewhitehorsestonesfield.com 
www.thewhitehorsestonesfield.com

Facebook – The White Horse pub Stonesfield

Instagram – thewhitehorsestonesfield14

Henderson:Hooper 25th 
Anniversary Concert
Folk fiddle and guitar duo 
Henderson:Hooper (Judith and Nick 
Hooper) are celebrating 25 years since 
their first duo concert with a concert in the 
Church of St James the Great, in aid of the 
Alzheimers Society, on Saturday 
26 September 4pm (doors open 3.30). No 
tickets, cash donations on the door. There 
will be wine/soft drinks in the interval and 
the concert will finish by 6pm. Nick and 
Judith will perform favourite repertoire 
from the past 25 years. 

Since June 2001 Nick and Judith have 
been performing their self-penned tunes, 
as well as traditional music from England, 
France and Eastern Europe and tunes by 
contemporary folk musicians including 
Pete Cooper, John Dipper, Bruce 
MacGregor and Rob Harbron. Their first 
full-length CD, Pete's Trees (released in 
2018), was recorded at Real World Studios 
and mastered at Abbey Road Studios. The 
second edition of the CD includes an 
additional track, Farewell Aragog, which 
was originally written by Nick for the 
soundtrack to Harry Potter and the Half-
Blood Prince. 

Judith Hooper
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STONESFIELD LUNCH CLUB 
Stonesfield Lunch Club meets every Weds 11 till 2 (for members) at the St James’ Centre. 

Lunch Club provides a social occasion, friendship and support for our more mature 
residents along with refreshments, activities and a freshly cooked 2-course meal each week.
Volunteers are always welcomed for many roles and this is a lovely way to be involved 
in village life. Contact me if you would like more information on becoming a member 

or in volunteering.
Kate Harris 01993 898781 or kateharris58@yahoo.co.uk



Folk at the White Horse
Folk night returns after a summer break on 
Tuesday 15 September. A monthly folk get-
together at the White Horse. Nick Hooper 
and Judith Henderson, with help from 
other local music makers.

If you sing or play an instrument and 
would like to join in the fun just come 
along on the night. Alternatively you can 
just come to enjoy the music and have a 
drink.

Paul Bates

Stonesfield Players        
October Community Café
The Stonesfield Players are running the 
next Community Café at the Village Hall on 
Saturday 5 October.  Come and join us 
from 10am till 12 noon for delicious cakes, 
tea and coffee.  Enjoy a relaxing morning 
and a chance to find out more about The 
Stonesfield Players and our next 
production.

Our next production – save the date
Join us on 26, 27 or 28 of November and 
let us transport you back to the 1930’s with 
a light-hearted detective caper, Inspector 
Drake and the Perfekt Crime.  Put the 
dates in your diary now and be prepared 
when tickets go on sale – look out for the 
posters.

Scriptwriting workshops in October 
– book your place now
Ever wondered about how plays get from 
the written page and on to the stage? Or 
watched sketch shows on TV and thought 
you could do better?  Maybe you’ve had 
inspiration for a play or sketch but found it 
hard to get the ideas out of your head and 
on to the paper?

We will be running a couple of 
scriptwriting workshops so you can try 
writing in a supportive and friendly 
atmosphere. The aim of these sessions is to 
develop some short sketches with the 
theme of people meeting in a pub.  This 
provides plenty of inspiration as it’s a place 
where a lot of different people meet or are 
thrown together and where a variety of 
activities might happen, from traditional 
drinking to meeting for coffee, enjoying a 
meal, quiz night, folk music, teams for 
Aunt Sally or darts – you could easily add 
to this list.

You might be completely new to the idea of 
scriptwriting or maybe you’ve written 
something before – all levels of experience 
are welcome.  You don’t need to arrive 
bursting with ideas or feel embarrassed if 
your mind is completely blank - using short 
writing exercises and working in small 
groups, we’ll be imagining characters and 
scenarios, then developing their stories 
during the afternoon.  This is an 
opportunity to take some time to focus, 
experiment with writing and have fun 
finding out what we can develop together.

The workshops will be on Saturday 24 
October and Saturday 31 October from 
2pm till 5.30pm at St James’ Centre, 
Stonesfield OX29 8PU.  These events are 
free (funded by The Stonesfield Players) 
and refreshments will be provided.  If 
you’d like to know more, please contact  
me. 

Please contact me by 5 October to reserve a 
place.

Nicky Holland (07791 110926)

nicky.holland@btinternet.com
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Methodist Church Teas
Do come and enjoy cakes, cream scones 
and cuppas at the Methodist Church on 
Saturday 12 September from 2.30pm until 
4.30pm.  Just a perfect time to spend with 
friends, new and old, and a warm welcome 
awaits you.  Hope to see you there!

Cake donations will be very much 
appreciated. 

Kathleen Albért.

k.m.albert14@gmail.com

Stonesfield Players            
Safari Supper
Saturday 17 October - 7 pm
Unfortunately our Safari supper on 18 July 
was cancelled but we are pleased to 
announce that we have a new date, 
Saturday 17 October.

It’s a fun filled evening enjoying a four 
course meal mingled with a wander around 
the village to a different venue for each 
course. The evening will begin at The Old 
Bakery, Boot Street where we gather for 
starters. All are welcome, simply come 
along as a guest but if you are interested in 
hosting, usually six people, please contact 
Ros. Hosts are refunded the cost of the 
food.

Attendance is by booking only. Tickets are 
£19.50 per person and can be booked with 
Ros Mengech by Wednesday                       
30 September.

Ros Mengech  (07852 584688)

ros_mengech@yahoo.co.uk

Seniors’ Café

Come along each Tuesday between 3-4pm 
to our village pub, The White Horse, and 
join others for tea/coffee and homemade 
cakes.

This weekly café is open to all senior 
residents in Stonesfield and provides an 
opportunity to come out and socialise with 
others in your community.  You will receive 
a warm welcome from Craig and his team 
who will provide you with a free tea/coffee 
and cake.  This is a growing group and a 
vital part of ensuring people can meet up in 
a safe, warm and caring environment. If 
you live alone or just want a change of 
scene come along every Tuesday. 

We are always looking for people to bake 
for this weekly café. This would involve 
making a cake or tray bake or biscuits for 
around 15 people. Your baking could be 
delivered to the pub on the day or the 
evening before as we have a secure sealed 
box in the wood store at the pub for you to 
drop off. You could bake and freeze your 
baking if that is easier. If you work this is a 
great way to contribute to your community 
and enjoy some time out baking.

‘Baking is a gift you can share with others’.

If you would like to bake occasionally for 
the Seniors’ Café, please contact:

Julia

stonesfieldfoodgroup2026@gmail.com
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Stonesfield Food Group 

We are back on Tuesday 8 September 
serving a home cooked family style meal to 
any resident in Stonesfield. All ages can 
enjoy a two-course meal each week where 
we utilise a wide range of free food from 
the Oxford Food Hub. We add extra 
ingredients we need thanks to the generous 
donations we received in the summer from 
groups and individuals in the village. 

A huge thank you if you donated to our 
funds as without you our extra ingredients, 
costing around £40 a week could not be 
bought. It is amazing to think we regularly 
serve around 65 + meals for this small 
amount of money. This equates to around 
60p per person for a two-course meal! 

If you have not been before, please come 
along. Just bring yourselves or, if you 
prefer to pop in for a takeaway, bring along 
your own containers and we will fill them 
for you. We open from 5-6.30pm but come 
early as we can run out of food before 
6.30pm on a busy evening.

We have a committed team of craft leaders 
for the children. Each week a different 
activity to occupy the children while 
parents enjoy a meal. All we ask is that if 
older children come along that parents/
carers ensure they are supervised whilst in 
the Village Hall. 

Our menus for September include 
homemade chicken pie, pasta bake, 
sausage hotpot, lasagne, chicken curry and 
chilli con carne. In our final week in 
December, we serve a full Christmas 
Dinner!

Whilst we cannot easily cater for all special 
dietary needs, we offer a vegetarian meal 
every week and if you make us aware we 
can (most weeks) provide a gluten free 
meal option. Letting us know ahead of time 
is the best way not to come and be 
disappointed.

We have some great volunteers who cook, 
go the to the Oxford Food Hub, set up our 
dining room, wash up or come along to 
help in the kitchen each week. We 
successfully secured a Food Hygiene rating 
of 5 earlier in the year and many of our 
cooks have now completed their Level 2 
Food Hygiene Award. We ensure that each 
week we complete all the necessary Food 
Hygiene checks from the preparation to 
serving the food.

If you would like to offer some time to 
volunteer with us, you would be very well 
supported and welcomed by all. It is a 
great way to meet new people and feel 
connected to your community and of 
course, prevent food waste! Contact Julia 
on stonesfieldfoodgroup2026@gmail.com 

Apples & other fruit  
If you have a fruit tree, especially apple, in 
your garden and don’t have need of the 
whole crop, we would love to be able to 
make use of your surplus through the 
autumn.  We have space for freezing and 
can organise help with harvesting if 
needed.  Please let us know through our 
email address. We look forward to seeing 
everyone very soon.

Claire Cooke
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Stonesfield Lunch Club 
Recruitment Drive
Can you help us?!  More volunteers are 
urgently needed to run the Lunch 
Club every Weds from 10am till 2.30pm 
(for the volunteers).

We provide a two course home-cooked 
meal at the St James’ Centre, currently for 
around 20 older members of our lovely 
community.  We also provide tea, biscuits 
and a listening ear to many for whom this 
may be the only time they get to socialise 
outside their own homes. For those that 
need it we pick them up and take them 
home afterwards.

We urgently need to recruit more helpers 
(table set up, welcome guests, make teas, 
serve lunch, etc.) and generally help where 
needed, all under the direction of the Day 
Organiser.

Also drivers are needed to pick guests up 
from their homes around 11am and then 
return to take them home at 2pm.

Could you help with either of these roles?  
Simply pop in to St James’ Centre any 
Weds and speak to the Day Organiser or 
contact Kate Harris:  07766 913117 or 
898781 or kateharris58@yahoo.co.uk 

Greenfield Crescent closure
Carriageway maintenance works at 
Greenfield Crescent, Stonesfield are 
currently planned to take place on 
Wednesday 23 September and are 
expected to take approximately half a day 
to complete. We will require Greenfield 
Crescent to be vehicle-free, i.e. no parked 
cars on the road and no vehicular access 
until the works are completed. Pedestrian 
access using the footways to and from the 
properties on Greenfield Crescent will be 
maintained throughout the works. There is 
a brief period required for the surfacing to 
reach its initial cure (weather dependant, 
but usually 20 minutes to 2 hours), 
however, in the event of any emergency 
unrestricted access will be permitted, even 
if of detriment to the surfacing.

Greenfield Crescent is 1 of 67 locations 
across Oxfordshire that will shortly receive 
micro-surfacing road treatment, however 
the treatment is weather susceptible. Due 
to this, the requested road space and 
associated temporary traffic regulation 
order (TTRO) for a road closure exceeds 
the physical construction duration (in most 
case a few hours on a single day), allowing 
for float in the programme should we be 
delayed by weather or other unforeseen 
circumstances.

Oxfordshire County Council 
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Local Private Carer available 
Monday-Friday, Hourly rate 

Experienced, reliable, trustworthy and   
kind-hearted 

Victoria 07930 342087 



Bus Diversion

From 10 August to 8 September the S3 bus 
will not go through Fawler due to 
Charlbury road closures for gas works.  

In Stonesfield the Laughton Hill bus stops 
are closed with a temporary bus stop open 
on Longore. 

Car traffic to Charlbury is probably affected 
so please check diversions before you 
drive. www.one.network/uk/oxfordshire. 

Fabulous Hanging Baskets 

Once again Zac has produced and 
maintained the most fantastic flower 
displays outside the village shop. 

I’m sure the whole community appreciates 
this and thanks him for his efforts. 

Paul Bates

BBQ ban
From 15 August, disposable barbecues 
have been temporarily banned from sale 
over fears they pose a "significant risk to 
the public" as drought and heatwave 
conditions continue to grip the UK. 

They have been the cause of ‘a number of 
serious wildfires across the country over 
the summer months’, the government said. 

The public have been urged not to light 
open fires and to dispose of cigarettes 
carefully. 

Meanwhile Prime Minister Andy Burnham 
says the country is like ‘a tinderbox’, as 
200 personnel have now been deployed to 
help emergency teams tackling wildfires 
around the country. 

Near miss

There was a ‘near miss’ when a fire took 
hold of the hedges just outside East End. 
Fortunately the blaze was extinguished 
before it spread into the field around. 

Just shows how careful we all need to be.  

Combe Connect 
Combe Connect is the local magazine for 
your neighbouring village. You can read 
the latest issue at 
www.combeconnect.co.uk. 

Editor@combeconnect.co.uk
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Scorched verge near East End



Six friends conquer           
Mont Blanc  

Six friends have successfully conquered 
Mont Blanc, completing an incredible 
4,810-metre challenge to raise vital funds 
for Wooden Spoon, the children's charity 
of rugby. 

After months of training and preparation, 
the team took on one of Europe's most 
demanding mountain challenges, pushing 
themselves to their physical and mental 
limits to reach the summit. 

The ascent presented the team with 
freezing temperatures, exposed terrain, 
steep ridges and challenging alpine 
conditions. Despite the demanding 
environment, the six friends remained 
determined and successfully reached the 
summit of Mont Blanc. 

The challenge was undertaken by Craig, 
Alex, Ant, James B, James S and Danny, 
who originally came together through their 
time in the Army and have completed a 
number of challenges together. This time, 
they set their sights on Mont Blanc with 
the aim of turning their shared passion for 
adventure into an opportunity to make a 
difference to children and young people. 

Their fundraising will support Wooden 
Spoon's work creating life-changing 
opportunities for children and young 
people with disabilities or facing 
disadvantage across the UK and Ireland. 

Through the support of its fundraising 
community, Wooden Spoon gives children 
the chance to play, learn, thrive and be 
safe, helping create brighter futures and 
more inclusive opportunities. 

The team are now looking to build on their 
fundraising total, turning their 
extraordinary achievement into even more 
opportunities for children and young 
people. 

A huge thank you goes to the team's 
generous sponsors LMAX Exchange, 
Island, Global Service Group and Omerta, 
whose support helped make the challenge 
possible and enabled the team to focus on 
their goal of reaching the summit and 
raising funds for Wooden Spoon. 

The team's achievement demonstrates the 
power of friendship, determination and a 
shared commitment to making a 
difference. 

Support the team 
The team's fundraising is still open, and 
every donation will help Wooden Spoon 
continue to fund projects that give children 
and young people the chance to play, learn, 
thrive and be safe.  www.justgiving.com/
campaign/woodenspoonmontblanc 
challenge 

If their incredible challenge has inspired 
you, why not take on one of your own? 

Explore our upcoming challenge events 
and sign up today: 
www.woodenspoon.org.uk/events/
categories/challenge/ 

Lucy Roy (01252 773720)

Communications Manager,  Wooden Spoon 

lroy@woodenspoon.org.uk
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Combe WI  
Despite the rather chilly evening, members 
of Combe WI enjoyed a lovely summer 
garden party, tucking into a delicious 
Ploughman’s supper and having fun trying 
their hand at a variety of traditional garden 
games.

Our next meeting is on Monday                  
14 September, when Michelle Johnson will 
be talking to us about AI, online scams and 
how to stay safe on the internet. We look 
forward to an informative and useful 
evening.  We would also love your support 
at our annual Coffee Morning on Saturday 
26 September, from 10.30 – 12.00 in the 
Reading Room. We’ll have a tempting cake 
stall – perfect for those with a sweet tooth!

As well as our regular monthly meetings, 
Combe WI has a walking group, which 
meets on an ad-hoc basis once a month, 
and a social group, which meets on the last 
Thursday of each month. Our regular 
meetings are held on the second Monday of 
each month, from 7.30pm to 9.30pm, at 
the Reading Room in Combe.

If you would like to find out more about 
the WI, please come along and give us a 
try. The WI is open to all women aged 18 
and over, and guests are warmly welcome 
to attend up to three meetings before 
deciding whether to join. Guests are 
invited to make a suggested donation of 
£8.

If you would like to visit as a guest, please 
get in touch beforehand so that we can do 
our best to accommodate everyone 
comfortably, as space in the Reading Room 
is limited.

Julia Sharpe (01993 891058)

Secretary, Combe WI 
combewi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk 

Contacting The Stonesfield 
Slate 
Do you have a story to share?  
We hope you have enjoyed the news, 
history, nature, other articles and 
photographs which have appeared in The 
Slate.  

We’re hoping to find more Stonesfield 
residents who will contribute their own 
articles, poems, drawings or photographs 
to publish throughout the year.  

If you have a story to tell, or anything to 
share, please send it to us.  

A reminder of The Slate email 
addresses.  
To submit an article, please email 
editor@stonesfieldslate.uk. – deadline 
15th of the month for the next month’s 
issue.  

To advertise – deadline 10th of the 
month for the next month’s issue, or for 
general enquiries please email 
publisher@stonesfieldslate.uk 

No email? 
The editorial team and publishers are 
conscious that not everyone has access to 
email and/or a computer. If you are in this 
situation and would like to submit 
something for publication, please get in 
touch with the Editor in order to make 
alternative arrangements. We are happy to 
collect something handwritten from you or 
to take it down over the phone. The 
Editor’s name and contact number appears 
on page 2 of each issue. 

Paul & Diane Bates, Publishers    
publisher@stonesfieldslate.uk 

The Editor 

editor@stonesfieldslate.uk   
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Good news on the 
Neighbourhood Plan

In January 2026, the Stonesfield 
Neighbourhood Plan was submitted to the 
Independent Examiner who would review 
the Plan, together with a raft of supporting 
documentation, to ensure that the Plan’s 
policies conform with National and Local 
Planning guidelines and prescribed basic 
conditions.

The Examiner submitted his report in July 
detailing the modifications which he 
required for the Plan to be acceptable. The 
Parish Council has accepted all of the 
modifications the Examiner has requested. 
The District Council is now in the process 
of reviewing his Report and has until early 
September to reach a conclusion.

This is the Examiner’s Summary and 
Conclusion:

Summary

• The Plan sets out a range of policies to 
guide and direct development proposals 
in the period up to 2041. It is distinctive 
in addressing a specific set of issues that 
have been identified and refined by the 
wider community to safeguard the 

character and setting of the 
neighbourhood area and to designate a 
package of Local Green Spaces.

• Following the independent examination 
of the Plan, I have concluded that the 
Stonesfield Neighbourhood 
Development Plan meets the basic 
conditions for the preparation of a 
Neighbourhood Plan subject to a series 
of recommended modifications.

Conclusion

• On the basis of the findings in this 
report, I recommend to West 
Oxfordshire District Council that subject 
to the incorporation of the modifications 
set out in this report that the Stonesfield 
Neighbourhood Development Plan 
should proceed to referendum.

The Examiner’s full report is now 
published on the District Council’s website 
for everybody to read at: 
www.westoxon.gov.uk/media/sinbmugb/
stonesfield-neighbourhood-development-
plan.pdf

Overall, the Examiner’s report is positive. 
He visited the village in March and gained 
a clear understanding of the factors 
important to residents, particularly the 
areas that the Parish Council wished to be 
designated as Local Green Spaces.

We will report the District Council’s 
response to the Examiner’s 
recommendation as soon as we can.

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
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From your District Councillor
Preparing for a changing climate
As we’ve experienced this summer, we are 
feeling the effects of climate change, driven 
by rising greenhouse gas emissions, with 
hotter summers, heavier rainfall and 
longer dry periods. Risks of overheating in 
homes and pressure on water supplies, and 
also flooding are increasing. To understand 
how these changes may affect the district, 
read the Met Office’s Climate Report for 
West Oxfordshire, which provides local 
projections for future temperatures, 
rainfall and climate-related risks. West 
Oxfordshire District Council have prepared 
some advice on what we can all do in 
dealing with the changes to our climate at: 
www.westoxon.gov.uk/environment/
climate-and-nature-action/preparing-for-
a-changing-climate/

Draft West Oxfordshire Local Plan 
2043
West Oxfordshire District Council will be 
launching its Regulation 19 consultation on 
the Draft West Oxfordshire Local Plan 
2043 on Wednesday 26 August. This new 
plan aims to bring the planning policies 
and proposals up to date and tackle issues 
such as climate change, health and 
wellbeing, housing and the economy. The 
consultation will run until 9 October 2026 
and will be open to all local residents, 
businesses, community organisations and 
other interested stakeholders. It represents 
the final stage of public consultation before 
the Draft Local Plan is submitted for 
independent examination. Does this meet 
the needs for people, businesses and the 
environment of West Oxfordshire, and is 
the infrastructure delivery plan sufficient 
to support the proposed increase of 18000 
new houses? This plan will define the 

policies for planning and development, and 
outline the locations for major 
development in West Oxfordshire in the 
near future. Please do take a look when the 
consultation opens, at: 
www.westoxon.gov.uk/planning-and-
building/planning-policy/local-plan-2043/

In the meantime, if you have any questions 
regarding the consultation, please don't 
hesitate to get in touch with the Planning 
Policy Team via 
planning.policy@westoxon.gov.uk 

Genny Early

West Oxfordshire District Councillor

West Oxfordshire District 
Council
Government changes mean fewer 
planning decisions will be made by 
elected councillors 
West Oxfordshire District Council has 
raised concerns that new national planning 
rules will reduce the number of planning 
decisions made by locally elected 
councillors. The new 'National Scheme 
of Delegation' will come into force on 31 
October 2026. The national rules set out by 
government determine how planning 
applications are decided. Under the new 
rules, fewer applications will be decided by 
elected councillors at committee. 

Councillor Andy Graham, Leader of West 
Oxfordshire District Council, said 
‘Planning decisions shape the places where 
people live, work and raise their families. 
We know residents care deeply about 
changes in their communities and valued 
the public debate on planning applications 
held at committee.  We believe taking more 
decisions away from elected members is a 
step backwards. We have made our 
position clear with government, however, 
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now the changes have been passed we 
will be required to comply with them from 
October.’ 

Many applications for smaller commercial 
developments and smaller housing 
schemes, that could have been decided by 
committees, will in future be decided by 
council officers. It is likely that only certain 
large developments or those that pose 
significant issues will go to committee.

Ward councillors will no longer be able to 
ask for an application to be decided by a 
committee.

The planning system is already quasi-
judicial and decisions on planning 
applications are not made based on 
opinion or preference, but on whether they 
meet nationally and locally set policies. 
This is true of applications decided by 
councillors or officers who should not rule 
out or approve applications for any reason 
other than a those set out in policy and law. 
Any decision taken that is not in line with 
the process is liable to be overturned at 
appeal.

Before the changes, around 95% of 
applications were decided by council 
officers, with 5% going to committee 
annually. Under the changes, we estimate 
this to fall to around 3%. The changes will 
mean more decisions are made by officers, 
but residents and organisations will still be 
able to comment on applications, read the 
reasoning of decisions and appeals.

The Government says the changes will 
make planning decisions more consistent, 
certain and efficient. It also wants 
committees to focus on the most important 
proposals. 

The Council raised concerns during the 
Government's consultation but with the 

new rules coming into force, the Council 
must follow the new law.

Councillor Liz Leffman, Executive Member 
for Planning and Infrastructure, said ‘In 
West Oxfordshire our planning committees 
have always applied a pragmatic and 
positive approach to  effectively managing 
planning applications. We have faith in our 
officers to make sound decisions, but this 
change will constrain the transparency 
and openness in the process this council 
values.’

The new rules will apply from 31 October 
to any decisions taken after that date. 

West Oxfordshire District Council 
Communications Team

communications@westoxon.gov.uk

Neighbourhood Watch
Information on Neighbourhood Watch is 
available at: www.ourwatch.org.uk/

Anyone interested in joining the 
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme may find 
details and register at: www.member-
registration.neighbourhoodalewrt.co.uk/
30/join.  Clicking on ‘Join a scheme’ and 
selecting ‘Stonesfield’ will complete the 
request.

Police and community support
For information or advice on security 
concerns, please call 101 or contact: 
woodstockNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk 

Deanna Asplundh

Stonesfield Neighbourhood Watch 
Coordinator
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Stonesfield Library
Note our new phone number:                
01865 815181
Opening hours:
Monday         	 2.30-7pm
Wednesday   	 10am-12 noon
Thursday       	 2.30-5pm
Saturday        	 10am-12 noon 

Val Phillips (891455) 
Friends of Stonesfield Library

Home Library Service  
The Home Library Service is free and there 
is no charge for requests or late returns. To 
register for this service or for further 
information, telephone your local library or 
the Home Library Service on                
01865 810259, or email to: 
homelibraryservice@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
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Autumn/Harvest lunch. Hope to see you 
next month. 

Avis

North Leigh History Society 
On 3 September, there will be a talk by

Carol Anderson entitled ‘The Stonesfield 
Embroidery’. We meet in the Turner Hall,
Church Road, North Leigh, OX29 6TX at
7.30pm. Visitors £4, members are free. For
further details, please get in touch. 

Diana Power (01993 882301)
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Making the most of each and every moment 
We have a fully extended childcare provision running from Pre-

School. Here is what is currently available:  

Pre-School Sessions
9am – 3pm daily for children aged 2–4 years (£21.45 per session) 

After School Club
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday� 3.15 – 6pm

 (£20.00 per session) 

If you would like registration forms for any of the above,  
please contact our administrator, Mrs Zena Rozee  

(tel. 01993 898012 or email: stonesfieldpsad@outlook.com)



Word Spreads About North 
Leigh Roman Villa 

North Leigh Roman Villa Volunteers were 
delighted to welcome our local MP Calum 
Miller to the site in June. Volunteers 
explained the educational, creative and 
historical approaches which have been 
developed since the group’s inception 
seven years ago to bring the site and the 
wider Romano-British context to life for 
modern visitors. Far from being a one-off, 
our MP’s visit fits a pattern of widening 
interest in North Leigh.

In April 2026 four North Leigh Roman 
Villa Volunteers gave an Armchair Talk at 
Blenheim Palace – which proved most 
successful as it was the best supported 
such event to date. 
In July volunteers attended the Summer 
Social organised by The Arts Society of 
West Oxfordshire [TASWOX], again over 
60 people learned about the villa.  At both 
events a full embroidery of North Leigh’s 
mosaic was shown and discussed. 
TASWOX generously funded craft 
materials for the embroidery and donated 
a further £140 from their summer raffle.

In addition, the site has hosted special 
openings to welcome Oxford University 
Classics candidates arranged by Queens 
College for a third successive year; 20 

members of the Bentley Drivers Club 
(minus their vehicles) toured the site in 
May; Stonesfield’s Cub Scouts explored the 
villa this summer, as did the Banbury 
Historical Society, who also enjoyed a 
lecture about the site by volunteer Graham 
Rutson.  About a dozen local history 
societies have now made special visits to 
the Villa guided by volunteers. Cotswold 
Wardens also returned on one of their 
organised rambles.

In September, the volunteers look forward 
to showing local Arts Society members the 
mosaic they have helped to commemorate; 
and are particularly excited by the prospect 
of a first international visit: from Baden-
Wurttemberg’s Archaeological Society.  An 
archaeologist at Royal Holloway College, 
London has recently made contact with a 
view to involving North Leigh and the 
volunteers in a proposed research study.

A contactless card reader has already paid 
dividends with our generous visitors this 
season. With support from Blenheim 
Palace, TASWOX and over 1,000 visitors 
this year so far, 2026 is on course to be a 
record year for direct donations at North 
Leigh.

September’s open weekend is during 
Heritage Week on Saturday 19 and Sunday 
20 September, with the mosaic open 11am 
- 5pm each day. Do come, bring a picnic.

For more details about openings and 
access to the site, please visit: 
www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/
north-leigh-roman-villa/ Follow us on X: 
@villa_north or Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/northleighromanvilla

To join Friends of North Leigh Roman 
Villa or arrange a special opening email: 
nlrvvols@gmail.com
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North Leigh History Group
Our new season of talks begins on 1 
September with a talk by Byron Russell 
titled Everyday Life at North Leigh 
Roman Villa. Many people visit the Villa 
but sometimes it can be hard to imagine 
what it must have been like to live there. 
Byron Russell offers us a glimpse into the 
cooking, chores, comfort and culture inside 
a Roman home and helps us to discover 
how Romans in Britain worked and thrived 
day by day.

Do come and find out more. We meet on 
the first Tuesday of the month in North 
Leigh Memorial Hall, OX29 6SA at 7.30pm 
(doors open at 7pm). All welcome. 

Members £20 per year, visitors £5 per 
talk. Contact me for further details.

Robert Kyte (01993 880368)

kyterobert@gmail.com 

Sounds Historical returns to 
Combe  

We're delighted to welcome back the 
renowned ensemble Sounds Historical to 
the Church of St Laurence, Combe; those 
who came to their concert last year will 
remember them as extremely talented and 
entertaining performers. Their new 

programme explores aspects of C.17 and 
C.18 life which people found wonderful 
and awe-inspiring – from mythology to 
mathematics, from astrology to astronomy. 
The concert includes music by well known 
names such as JS Bach and Monteverdi, 
lesser known composers like Alessandro 
Piccinini and some surprises – pieces by 
the court astronomer William Herschel 
and polymath Galileo Galilei.

This unmissable concert will take place in 
the Church of St. Laurence on 16 October 
at 7.15 pm. To book: email 
combecommunitycinema@gmail.com, use 
the QR code, or go to: 
www.ticketsource.com/combe-
communityy-cinema/t-glylyko 
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Live at the Hub, Combe
Live at the Hub is a non-profit society that 
brings the thrill of live music performance 
to the people of Combe and surrounding 
areas.

Our aim is to improve the cultural and 
social lives of residents, especially while 
the village pub remains closed.

We don't focus on one type of music: 
instead we aim to bring as wide a range as 
possible of genres and musicians to our 
doorstep. Above all we go for quality. Over 
four seasons so far we have had nationally 
and internationally renowned players such 
as Dom Martin (UK Blues Awards, 
multiple winner); The Wave Pictures 
(veteran indie pop); Amanda Whiting (jazz 
harp innovator); and the Harry Diplock 
Trio (gypsy jazz guitar).

Gigs take place at the village-owned Combe 
Community Hub, and we invest any 
surplus income in continual improvements 
to the venue.

Our fifth season has just been announced, 
beginning with the top-drawer classical 
quartet The Adderbury Ensemble on        
26 September 7.30pm.  Tickets £14.50 in 
advance; half price under 23s.

You can find out all about us at 
www.liveatthehub.com, including listings 
and booking links, or find us on Facebook 
and Instagram

Don Redding

Combe Mill
20 September  ‘In Steam’ Crafts & 
Skills
Combe Mill is a late 19th Century restored 
Water Mill on Blenheim Palace Estate by 
the River Evenlode. All machinery will be 
running ‘In Steam’ and  volunteers will be 
on hand with interesting information.  
Bring the children and follow the Millie 
trail to win a Millie Badge or follow the 
Dinosaur Hunt to win a Dinosaur.  Special 
attractions are Oxford Vintage Motor 
Cycles, crafters from the local areas 
including Oxford Guild of Weavers, 
Spinners & Dyers who will be bringing 
their Big Wheel, Needle Felting, Children’s 
Clothes, leather goods and much more. The 
blacksmiths will be in the forge where you 
will be able to make a poker. Also 
Steampunk will be with us.  

The tea room will be open if you would like 
to call in for refreshments, cream tea, cake, 
ham roll, coffee and soft drinks, barbecue, 
gift shop, raffle & tombola.

Adults £9.50, seniors £8.50, accompanied 
children free, open 10.30am - 4.30pm. 

Dog on leads most welcome. Parking free.

Also open every Wednesday for ‘self-
guided tours’ with volunteers around.

Adults £6.00, seniors £5.00, accompanied 
children free.

Have you ever thought of volunteering at 
Combe Mill? Come to a steaming event 
when you will see whether you have an 
interest and can join the team.

Margaret Gruber

Blenheim Palace Sawmills, Combe, OX29 8ET
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Oxfordshire Museum
Timeless Tales Exhibition – The 
Oxfordshire Museum, Woodstock

Explore Oxfordshire’s Folkloric myths and 
traditions at the OM! Discover the stories 
that have shaped Oxfordshire for 
generations. This exhibition explores the 
county’s rich folklore through tales of 
superstition, tradition and mythology, all 
rooted in local landscapes and 
communities.

Using objects from the collection alongside 
atmospheric displays, the exhibition brings 
these stories to life. Visitors can explore a 
woodland setting, encounter a dragon, and 
uncover the beliefs and customs that 
shaped the lives of local communities.

Exhibition open until 5pm Sunday               
6 September. Free entry.

Museum Resource Centre Open Day 
– Standlake
Come to see what we do with all the objects 
in the collection which we don’t have room 
to display at the Oxfordshire Museum. The 
open day will take place between 
10am-1pm with handling sessions taking 
place throughout the day. You can also 

book one of our guided tours of the centre 
and also join a talk to discover more about 
our archaeology collection. Everything is 
free, you can book online to reserve a place 
or simply pop by on the day!

Museum Tours: A 30-minute guided tour 
of the Oxfordshire Museum Service 
collection held in storage at the Museum 
Resource Centre. 
 
Talk - Archaeology in the Museum 
Collection: Join curator Angie Bolton to 
discover rich pickings in the Oxfordshire 
Museum archaeology collection from the 
Palaeolithic to the Medieval.

Tours are on the hour every hour between 
10am and noon and the talk is at 10am and 
11.30am.

To book follow the link 
www.wegottickets.com/f/24649 or use the 
QR code. 
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Home of Your Own
Acquiring Land and Self-Building
Building a new home on purchased land 
offers full control over design, layout, and 
energy performance. Success depends on 
careful planning, realistic budgeting and 
professional advice and understanding the 
key issues before committing to a plot 
helps reduce the risk of delays, unforeseen 
costs or planning difficulties.

Land for self-build can be found in several 
ways. Plot-finding websites such as 
Plotfinder.net or the Grand Designs 
Landfinder list available plots with prices 
and agent details. Registering with local 
estate agents and specifying your budget 
can provide early access to opportunities. 
Brownfield sites - previously developed 
land - are often favoured by councils and 
may already have services in place. 
Demolish-and-replace projects, infill plots 
between existing buildings, back gardens 
in urban areas and land released by private 
owners are other possibilities, though 
planning constraints may apply, especially 
in Conservation Areas.

Before purchasing, commission a full land 
survey confirming boundaries, topography 
and soil conditions, as soil type directly 
affects foundation design and cost. Flood-
risk assessments are essential in 
Environment Agency flood zones, 
influencing both planning approval and 
insurance. Establish whether land carries 
appropriate planning status. Greenfield 
land often faces stricter controls, while 
brownfield land may benefit from a 
presumption in favour of development but 
can involve demolition or remediation 
costs.

Title checks by a solicitor are essential in 
order to confirm ownership and identify 
restrictive covenants, rights of way, etc. 
Agricultural land may carry additional 
planning restrictions. The plot must have 
safe, lawful vehicular access to the public 
highway, either through ownership or a 
registered right of way. Utility connections 
must be viable to install and extending 
services to remote sites can be expensive, 
so these costs should be included in early 
budgeting.

Costs include land, professional fees, 
surveys, planning, demolition or 
remediation, construction, utilities and 
landscaping. A 10–20% contingency covers 
unexpected ground issues or delays. Self-
build mortgages release funds in stages 
and typically cover 75–85% of land and 
build costs, requiring significant upfront 
capital. Most new-build materials and 
services are zero-rated for VAT and can be 
reclaimed.

New homes require structural warranties - 
typically NHBC or similar - for mortgages 
and re-sale and construction insurance and 
liability cover during the build.

Jan Liberadzki  BA Arch (Hons), MSc

www.jlda.co.uk
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Stonesfield Gardening Club
After a break for August, the gardening 
club is moving into its Autumn programme 
with three great talks and a social event.

On 14 September we have a return from 
Andrew Wood with a wine tasting and talk. 
Members should have had an email from 
me by now asking them to book tickets, as 
this proved incredibly popular when he did 
it in 2023. We will try to fit in a few more 
people this time. Tickets will be £5 each, 
with a fee of £10 for non-members.  

All non-member wine tasting tickets will 
include complimentary club membership 
to the end of 2026. Just provide your 
contact details on the night to receive your 
2026 membership card.

Stonesfield’s Dan Betterton who grows 
organic vegetables at FarmEd will be 
coming to talk to us in October about his 
company The Kitchen Garden People and 
in November we have a welcome return 
from Chris Day who will be talking to us 
about reinventing the Garden Border, 
which I imagine will touch on the problems 
we have all had this summer keeping 
plants alive.

Diane Bates

Secretary Stonesfield Gardening Club

www.stonesfieldgardening.info

  

Stonesfield Food Group 
Emergency Food help 
One of the aims of the Food Group is to 
support Stonesfield residents who are 
struggling to afford nourishing food. We 
are able to do this using the funds raised by 
the Community Cafés run alongside the 
Repair Café, and through other generous 
donations.

We are currently able to offer food parcels 
or emergency supermarket vouchers. If 
you, or someone you know, could benefit, 
contact Kate Harris, on 01993 898781 or 
via email at kateharris58@yahoo.co.uk.

If you are able to, you can support the food 
parcel initiative by donating tinned meat 
pies, hotdogs, meatballs, chicken, or ham. 
They can be left in the brown box on the 
doorstep of 6 Brook Lane. 

Julie Curran (07973 730907)
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Stonesfield Tennis Club
Alex Dillon continues to provide coaching 
as follows:

Junior Tennis Programme:
Monday:  

Orange ball 4.30 - 5.30pm, ages 8-10

Green ball 5.30 - 6.30pm, ages 10-12

Tuesday: 

Red ball 3.35 - 4.20pm (£7.50 per 45min 
session), ages 6-8

Orange ball 4.20-5.20pm, ages 8-10

Green ball 5.20-6.20pm, ages 10-12

Yellow ball 6.20-7.20pm, ages 13 upwards  

No commitment is necessary, everyone is 
welcome to come and try a session. Rackets 
are available to borrow. Ages are 
approximate depending on experience. 
Unless otherwise stated sessions are £10.

Adult coaching 
Tuesday 1-2 pm - all welcome, particularly 
those playing tennis for the first time and 
improvers.

There is availability for private sessions if 
of interest.  Please contact Alex directly on 
07876 194008 for any further questions/
enquiries.

Jane Rust
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Church of England Worship at 
St James the Great, 
Stonesfield
(Benefice of Stonesfield with 
Combe Longa) 
www.stonesfieldparishchurch.org 
Rector: Revd Ralph Williamson, 
rector@scbenefice.org, 01993 891872 

Churchwarden: Lindsey Sellar 
stonesfield@stonesfieldparishchurch.org 

St James’ Centre bookings: 
sjcsbookings@gmail.com 

For any enquiries or help, including 
pastoral support, please do contact us. 

From the Rector: Our Beautiful 
Earth
The extraordinary weather this summer 
has brought the forces of nature and the 
vulnerability of our environment to the 
forefront of people’s attention, in Europe 
and around the world. Amazing sunshine 
was wonderful for many, but heatwaves 
and drought have been terrible for many 
more. Forest fires across Southern Europe 
led to the evacuation of hundreds of 
thousands of people and, on a smaller 
scale, fires in Britain have caused damage 
and heartbreak too. Elsewhere, floods, 
earthquakes and landslides have taken 
their toll. In Europe’s heatwaves, nature 
has struggled to survive - plants, trees and 
animals have been pushed to their limits 
and farmers have faced hardship through 
the loss of their crops. These changes are a 
reminder that our relationship with nature 

is out of balance, and that global warming 
is the result of our exploitation of the 
natural world.

In the Church of England, as in other parts 
of the church, September is a month when 
we particularly consider our relationship 
with nature. Creationtide has become the 
season, running to St Francis of Assisi’s 
day on October 4, when churches and 
congregations are called to pay special 
attention to the responsibility of humanity 
for the Earth and for all that lives upon it. 
The Bible has always been aware that all 
that we have comes from God, and has 
celebrated nature for its beauty and as a 
sign of God’s great generosity. Psalm 104, 
written around three thousand years ago, 
is a poetic retelling of the creation story, 
and it is recited as the introduction to the 
evening service of Vespers in Orthodox 
Churches every day. Its words praise God 
for the wonder of the created world, which 
his care sustains:

You make springs gush forth in the valleys; 
    they flow between the hills,

giving drink to every wild animal; 
    the wild asses quench their thirst.

By the streams the birds of the air have 
their habitation; 
    they sing among the branches.

From your lofty abode you water the 
mountains; 
    the earth is satisfied with the fruit of 
your work.
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You cause the grass to grow for the cattle 
    and plants for people to cultivate, 
to bring forth food from the earth

    and wine to gladden the human heart, 
oil to make the face shine 
    and bread to strengthen the human 
heart.

Sadly, today the human role in climate 
change and the spoiling of nature is clear, 
and we are aware that human activity 
profoundly affects not only God’s creation, 
but our own lives too. This September, as 
we Christians celebrate God’s handiwork 
and consider our responsibilities towards 
all created things, we pray that a new 
commitment may emerge among the 
people of the world to work together for 
the protection of our precious planet, our 
beautiful earth.

Revd Ralph Williamson – Rector

Church Services 
Sunday 6 September [Trinity 14 - 
Creation Sunday]
8am  	 Stonesfield   	 Holy Communion 	
	 	 [BCP/said]
9.30am	 Combe  	 All Age Worship
11am       	Stonesfield 	 All Age Worship
Sunday 13 September [Trinity 15]
8am 	 Stonesfield	 Holy Communion 	
	 	 [BCP/said]
9.30am 	 Combe	 Parish Communion
11am   	 Stonesfield 	 Parish Communion
Sunday 20 September [Trinity 16]
8am   	 Stonesfield  	 Holy Communion 	
	 	 [BCP/said]
9.30am 	 Combe 	 Parish Communion
11am       	Stonesfield  	 Parish Communion

Sunday 27 September [Trinity 17]
8am  	 Stonesfield  	 Holy Communion 	
	 	 [BCP/said]
9.30am*  Stonesfield 	 Parish Communion
11am*    	 Combe       	 Harvest Festival 
*note new times
Wednesdays
9.30am	 Stonesfield	 Holy Communion 	
	 	 (every week)
11am       	Combe     	 Holy Communion 	
	 	 (9 September), 	
	 	 Morning Prayer (23 
	 	 September)  
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Stonesfield Methodist Church
Services for September
6     	 11am 	 Julie Biggs
13 	 11am	 Karl Williams
20  	 11am  	 Martin Hannant
27  	 11am   	The Reverend Stephen 	 	
	 	 Bywaters
            	 Holy Communion Service
Needs!
How often have you heard the words 'I 
want'; it frequently feels like an 'I want' 
world.

But to want and to need mean 
something quite different don't they?

A new Methodist year begins on                    
1 September and for our Church it 
promises to be a challenging one, with 
needs aplenty! God's guidance couldn't be 
more needed, and our trust rests 
completely in Him as the future unfolds.  
We must hold close these words from 
Paul's letter to the Philippians: 

'And so I am sure that God who began this 
good work in you will carry it on until it is 
finished on the day of Christ Jesus.' 
Chapter 1:6

There is a tea afternoon here on                  
12 September, it is also the day of the 
Oxfordshire Historic Churches Ride and 
Stride Event.  Help on the day and cake 
donations will be very welcome.

Come to a Service soon.

Kathleen Albért (891733)

k.m.albert14@gmail.com

Roman Catholic Worship
Catholic Social Teaching
Catholic Social Teaching is in the news as 
the new Prime Minster, brought up as 
Catholic, is apparently imbued with its 
principles that, some commentators think, 
he’s likely to apply in the political arena. 
Catholic Social Teaching, however,  is not a 
party-political programme, nor is it a set of 
ready-made answers to every public 
question. The modern tradition of Catholic 
Social Teaching is usually traced to Pope 
Leo XIII’s 1891 encyclical Rerum 
Novarum, written in response to the social 
upheavals of industrialisation and the 
plight of workers. It is a body of moral 
reflection rooted in Scripture, the life of 
Christ, and the Church’s long experience of 
human society. It asks how faith should 
shape the way people live together: how we 
treat the poor, organise work, use wealth, 
care for creation, and protect the dignity of 
every person. 

At its heart is the belief that every human 
being is made in the image of God and 
therefore possesses a dignity that cannot 
be earned, lost, or taken away. This dignity 
comes before usefulness, wealth, 
nationality, health, age, or social status. It 
is why the Church speaks so strongly about 
the protection of life, fair treatment at 
work, care for migrants and refugees, and 
the need to defend those who are easily 
overlooked.

A second key idea is the common good. 
This means more than the sum of 
individual interests. A society is judged by 
whether its laws, institutions, and habits 
enable people and families to flourish 
together. Education, housing, health care, 
public safety, honest government and 
respect for religious freedom are not 
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merely private concerns: they form part of 
the social fabric that allows human beings 
to live well.

Catholic Social Teaching also stresses 
solidarity. We are not isolated individuals, 
each responsible only for ourselves. We 
belong to one human family, and the 
suffering of others places a claim on our 
attention. Solidarity is seen in practical 
concern for neighbours, in parish life, in 
charitable work, and in public policies that 
recognise the needs of the vulnerable.

Alongside solidarity stands subsidiarity, 
the principle that decisions should be 
made at the most local level possible, while 
larger institutions should support rather 
than replace smaller communities. 
Families, parishes, local associations, 
schools, councils, charities and businesses 
all have their own proper roles. The state 
has responsibilities too, especially where 
injustice or poverty cannot be addressed by 
local action alone, but it should not 
smother the initiative of people and 
communities. 

Another important theme is the 
preferential option for the poor. This does 
not mean ignoring everyone else; it means 
looking at society from the standpoint of 
those with the least power, security, and 
opportunity. The poor are not problems to 
be managed but people to be encountered, 
listened to, and included. A Christian 
approach to politics and economics should 
therefore ask first how choices affect those 
who are struggling most.

These principles do not fit neatly into the 
categories of left and right. They challenge 
every political tradition. They defend 
private initiative and responsibility, but 
also question selfish individualism. They 
value the role of government, but warn 

against excessive central control. They 
affirm economic freedom, but insist that 
markets must serve people rather than the 
other way round.

For Catholics, then, social teaching is not 
an optional extra. It is part of living the 
Gospel in the ordinary circumstances of 
public and private life. It invites believers 
to bring conscience, compassion, and a 
concern for justice into the workplace, the 
ballot box, the parish and the wider 
community. 

Holy Mass at St Teresa’s, Charlbury
Sunday 	 9.15am   

Wednesdays and Fridays 	 9.15am 

For Parish updates, any further 
information and further support,

www.stteresaschurch-charlbury.com/ or 
contact Fr. Clive Dytor, parish priest: 
fr.clive.dytor@rcaob.org.uk 

The Roman Catholic Community in Stonesfield
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Bespoke massage treatment and
products using essential oils for
women and children from my
relaxing aromatherapy room in
Stonesfield

Parking
evening appointment
personal service
loyalty scheme

For help with anxiety/depression/sleep
problems and hormonal issues

Contact Lucy Martin 07552 653000
Lavenderend8@gmail.com

ITEC qualified, CThA insured

 

 
 

Looking for First Aid? 
Are you looking for a first aid course 
that's practical, engaging, nationally 
accredited and meets industry and 
workplace standards? Then look no 

further!  
All our level 3 courses are awarded by 
ITC First and certificates are valid for 

three years. 
• First Aid at Work 
• Paediatric First Aid (2-day or Blended) 
• Outdoor First Aid 
• Sports First Aid 
• First Aid for Schools and Colleges 
See www.actfastfirst.co.uk for more 

information, or email Sarah Walker 
sarah.walker@myforestschool.co.uk   

to ask about upcoming dates or to 
arrange a course for your workplace or 

organisation. 

  

    

 

 

 

 

 
Back or Joint Pain? 

Pre or post operative rehabilitation? 
Need to improve strength or fitness? 

Feeling stiff and inflexible? 
 

Address muscle imbalances, improve 
posture, develop your core and build 

fitness through individual Pilates 
sessions in our Stonesfield studio with 

reformers, tower, chair and more 

Call Lucy on 07484901615 or email 
info@resiliencepilates.co.uk 

 

P I L A T E S 

Stonesfield 
Tennis Club 

The club was established over 
100 years ago with 

membership open to all at very 
competitive subscription rates. 

The two astro-turf tennis courts 
were re-laid in 2018 and are in 
excellent condition with plenty 

of court availability.  

Website: 
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/ 

StonesfieldTennisClub 

Email: stonesfieldtc@gmail.com 
Facebook:@stonesfieldtennisclub 
Instagram: @stonesfieldtennis  
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Celebrating our 50th anniversary, 
we have been delivering our print 

expertise to a wide variety of clients 
from the smallest personal project 

through to much larger organisations. 
We pride ourselves in delivering the 

same level of service for all.

01993 772197
Chris@windrushgroup.co.uk 
www.windrushgroup.co.uk

Windrush Group, Windrush House, Avenue Two, 
Station Lane,Witney, Oxfordshire OX28 4XW

print | design | web | large format

  

junior tae kwon-do 
 

The Korean art of Self-Defence 
 

Develop your children’s self-
confidence, concentration and help 

them to learn respect for themselves 
and others. 

 
New lessons developed to be fun and 

informative for ages 5-17. 
Stonesfield Village Hall 

Mon and Thur: 5.30-6.30pm 
**Come and try a complimentary session** 

 
ITF registered international instructor 

James Kumar CRB vetted 
 

Further information, contact James 
01865 772883     07788 583 965 
Jameskumar@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Stonesfield 
Tennis Club 

The club was established over 
100 years ago with 

membership open to all at very 
competitive subscription rates. 

The two astro-turf tennis courts 
were re-laid in 2018 and are in 
excellent condition with plenty 

of court availability.  

Website: 
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/ 

StonesfieldTennisClub 

Email: stonesfieldtc@gmail.com 
Facebook:@stonesfieldtennisclub 
Instagram: @stonesfieldtennis  

STONESFIELD  
GARDENING CLUB 

 
We are a friendly, sociable club with a full 

programme of events (details on website). You 
can meet fellow members, listen to interesting and 

knowledgeable speakers talking about a wide 
variety of gardening topics and enjoy organised 

visits to various gardens. 
 

Membership is open to anyone with an interest 
in gardening on payment of the annual 

subscription (£10 per adult or £18 for a 
couple at the same address). 

 All members receive a membership card entitling 
them, amongst other benefits, to discounts at local 

garden centres. 
 

Visitors are welcome to attend a meeting for a 
fee of £4, deductible from membership if you join 

at the meeting. 
 

More details at 
www.stonesfieldgardening.info 

 
 
 
 
 

Bespoke massage treatment and
products using essential oils for
women and children from my
relaxing aromatherapy room in
Stonesfield

Parking
evening appointment
personal service
loyalty scheme

For help with anxiety/depression/sleep
problems and hormonal issues

&RQWDFW�/XF\�0DUWLQ�0��������000
Lavenderend8@gmail.com

ITEC qualified, CThA insured
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ROOFIX 
All aspects of roof work undertaken  

Slates • Tiles • Flat roofs 
Chimneys • Valleys • Leadwork 

Moss clearance 
UPVC fascias • Soffits • Gutters 

Advice and estimates free 

Freephone 
0800 955 5063 

Mobile 
07817 792194

in the frame

We are a small independent shop where we offer a bespoke 
picture framing service with an extensive range of frames and 
mounts and offer the option of normal or speciality glasses - all 
the work is undertaken here on site.

We also stock a superb selection of cards and gifts, and lots 
more for the home, ranging from cushions and throws (made from 
recycled plastic bottles) to gorgeous sheepskins.

Or there’s our beautiful range of jewellery, hand creams and 
candles, leather wallets with inbuilt anti card clone systems, 
there’s cuddly toys for the kids, we even have marbles and a host 
of other traditional games to delight the family - the list goes on 
and on, so as you can see we’re not just framers, why not come 
and take a look, be inspired, you never know what you 
might 昀nd...

Cotswold frames gallery and gift shop is 
situated in the market town of Charlbury, 
on eastern edge of the Cotswolds...
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   A 24/7 COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC SERVICE

Drain, toilet & pipework unblocking
CCTV drain inspections and locating services
Drain repair & maintenance
Homebuyer drain surveys
Gutter clearing

07943 584 741
info@vortexjetting.co.uk

www.vortexjetting.co.uk



September 2026  Stonesfield Slate 33
                                                                                                        31                                  Stonesfield Slate September 2019

 

!"#$%&'( ) * ' + $  
!

Broadband and Wireless.  Installation and Training. 
Problem solving.   Jargon-free advice.    Upgrades.    

Digital Photos.    Virus Protection and Removal. 

 

 
Call or email me, Len Kehoe 
 

- Computer Science graduate 
with over 30 years experience 

phone:  01993 810125 

mobile:  07944 877437 

email:     thepcbuddy@gmail.com 

web:       www.thepcbuddy.co.uk 

Andrew A. Adams FCCA 
Chartered Certified Accountant 

Quality personal service for your  
Accounting, Taxation and Business needs 

Competitive fees agreed in advance 
Free initial meeting 

Telephone: 07790 854574 
01993 891280 

Email: aaadams@TalkTalk.net

!"#$%&'()*")$
Member of the  

Chartered Institute of Building 
!

General property  
maintenance and  
high quality DIY 

 
General repairs 

All carpentry - Decorating 
Minor plumbing 

 
Prompt, reliable and 
recommended service 

No job too small 
 

Tel: 07876-275300 
robatkinson.ajdw@gmail.com 
 

“A job done well” 

!

Roberts Garden Machinery Ltd 
·Professional servicing and repairs of 

most makes of garden machinery 

·New & second-hand machinery supplied 

·Collection & delivery by arrangement 

18 years’ experience with LAWNMOWER SALES & SERVICE 

Open 8–5 Monday–Friday, 8–12 Saturday 

Unit H5, New Yatt Business Centre, New Yatt, OX29 6TJ 

Tel: 01993 881320 or email: robert.milloini@ btinternet.com
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Advertisements 

Line ads: £1.50 per 30 words. 
Boxed ads: 1/16 page £2; 1/8 page £4; 
1/4 page £8; 1/2 page £12; whole page £24. 

Copy should be sent to sj@sjhaviland.co.uk 
by 15th of the month or dropped in to 
Jenny Haviland, Peakes House, Peaks Lane, 
Stonesfield, OX29 8PY (tel. 01993 891614).

The Stonesfield Slate is a village amenity 
pro duced and distributed by volunteers. It 
can not be held responsible for any of the 
views ex pressed in its pages nor does it 
endorse any of the products or services 
advertised. The editor and the pub lishers 
reserve the right to edit or shorten any 
article sub mitted for pub lication.

 JEM 

CHIMNEY 
SWEEPING

• NO FUSS• 
•NO MESS • 

• NO PROBLEM • 
Tel: 01865 772996

Enjoyable drawing courses and workshops, 
all levels. Private tuition. 

For more details contact Gabriele at 
gabrielekern31@gmail.com 

or ring 01993 880430

Experienced local Mathematics tutor with BSc 
for students aged 8–14 years old. 

Tailored sessions based on the student’s individual 
needs with a focus on improving low confidence in 

the subject in a friendly way. 
Available on Thursdays after school. 
Sessions will take place in your home. 

From £30 p/h 
Call Jade on 07758 512848 

or email jadecallaghan44@gmail.com
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Are you a local business?
You could advertise your business here    

for £3 per month.
For details email

publisher@stonesfieldslate.uk

The Coach House Veterinary Clinic 
Caring, independent veterinary practice in the heart of Freeland

At The Coach House Veterinary Clinic, we provide friendly, professional 

care in a calm countryside setting—giving you and your pet a more  

relaxed experience.

Why Choose Us

• 20-minute, unhurried consultations 

• Experienced, compassionate team 

• Modern facilities & in-house testing 

• Peaceful location with easy parking 

Services

Routine check-ups • Vaccinations • Surgery • Diagnostics • Dental care • 

Ultrasound and x-ray imaging • In-house blood machines

Freeland, Witney, Oxfordshire, OX29 8AQ

01993 880551

info@coachhousevetclinic.co.uk

New clients always welcome
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Tel: 01993 891381     
Mob: 07971018279 

Email: info@tvtreecare.co.uk 
www.tvtreecare.co.uk

THAMES VALLEY 
TREE CARE  LTD

Founded in Stonesfield.  
Providing a professional, reliable and 
innovative service in all aspects of tree 

surgery and hedge management

FREE no obligation quote
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PAINT TECH 

Mobile automotive re-finishing 

Painted bumpers, alloy wheels, 
paintless dent removal, screen repairs, 

interior trim and seat repairs 

Full body shop facilities 

David Lee 07831 193999 7am–6pm 

Established 1991

RuraScape 
Landscaping & gardens 

- Patios 
- Turfing 
- Fencing 

- Lawns & grassland 
- Hedge management 

- Garden/scrubland clearance 
Tel 01993 898733 or 07811 598958 

Email rurascape@hotmail.com

A C E          Car Repairs and Servicing 

01993 700041 
 

SERVICING, BRAKES, CLUTCHES, AIR CONDITIONING, EXHAUSTS, 

DIAGNOSTICS, MOT’S PREPARED AND ARRANGED 

 
Alan Claridge Engineering is a garage in Witney that has been repairing 
cars for over 30 years. I now live in Stonesfield and will collect your car 
from your house and deliver it back free of charge. I service and repair all 

makes of car so please call me to arrange an appointment.

Dog-walking service  
Do you work long hours and feel that your 

dog is not getting the attention and exercise 
that it needs? I run a dog-walking service 
for Stonesfield and surrounding areas. I 

have public liability insurance for peace of 
mind. Please feel free to call for a quote. 

Katrina 01993 891131 / 07824357690  
katrinamoss1979@icloud.com
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Tracey Keeling   

Personal Trainer 
The Older Adult Training Specialist 
 
Any age is the right age to exercise. 

(Face to face or on-line) 
 

07977 228756 
www.hardenhealthandfitness.co.uk 

 
A.L. SOLE & SON 

_____________________________________________________ 
  

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

Bidston Close · Over Norton · Chipping Norton · OX7 5PP 
01608 644112 

office@solefunerals.co.uk 
www.solefunerals.co.uk 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Your local independent funeral director since 1948. 
Providing a considerate and appropriate service 

with a refreshingly normal approach. 
 

*24hr Service 
*Private Chapel of Rest 
*Pre-paid Funeral Plans 
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GEOFF BOOTH 
Landscaping · Paving · Walling 
Driveways · Fencing · Treework 

Building maintenance 
Hardwood logs delivered 

Free quotations 
Tel: 01993 891945 
Mob: 07710 628248 

Email: geoffboothlandscaping@hotmail.com

Tel: 0845 458 2980 
Mobile: 07976 261850 

Email: info@townandcountrytrees.co.uk
www.townandcountrytrees.co.uk

A tree surgery company with 
the integrity you can trust.

MICHAEL PRICE & SON 
PLASTERING 

For all your internal plastering 
tel 07710 170049 or 01608 811642 

mickeyprice525@gmail.com 

58 Ticknell Piece Road,  
Charlbury, Oxon, OX7 3TW
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• Fully Insured 
• Collection & delivery 
• Shirt ironing and hanging service 
• Clothing, bedding and linen  
• Based in Stonesfield 

 
 
 

Contact Marie: 07969 685 479 
perfectfinishironing@hotmail.com 

www.perfectfinishironing.co.uk 

STONESFIELD SLATE 

 
PELLMANS 

Solicitors 
 

•  Residential Property, Conveyancing and 
Leases 

     
•  Wills/Probate/Trusts/Tax/Powers of 

Attorney- home visits available 
   
•  Commercial Property, Conveyancing and 

Leases/Business/Companies 
     

01865 884400 
www.pellmans.co.uk 

1 Abbey Street, Eynsham, Witney, Oxfordshire OX29 4TB 
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GEOFF BOOTH 
Landscaping · Paving · Walling 
Driveways · Fencing · Treework 

Building maintenance 
Hardwood logs delivered 

Free quotations 
Tel: 01993 891945 
Mob: 07710 628248 

Email: geoffboothlandscaping@hotmail.com

Tel: 0845 458 2980 
Mobile: 07976 261850 

Email: info@townandcountrytrees.co.uk
www.townandcountrytrees.co.uk

A tree surgery company with 
the integrity you can trust.

MICHAEL PRICE & SON 
PLASTERING 

For all your internal plastering 
tel 07710 170049 or 01608 811642 

mickeyprice525@gmail.com 

58 Ticknell Piece Road,  
Charlbury, Oxon, OX7 3TW
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Broadband and Wireless.  Installation and Training. 
Problem solving.   Jargon-free advice.    Upgrades.    

Digital Photos.    Virus Protection and Removal. 

 

 
Call or email me, Len Kehoe 
 

- Computer Science graduate 
with over 30 years experience 

phone:  01993 810125 

mobile:  07944 877437 

email:     thepcbuddy@gmail.com 

web:       www.thepcbuddy.co.uk 

Andrew A. Adams FCCA 
Chartered Certified Accountant 

Quality personal service for your  
Accounting, Taxation and Business needs 

Competitive fees agreed in advance 
Free initial meeting 

Telephone: 07790 854574 
01993 891280 

Email: aaadams@TalkTalk.net

!"#$%&'()*")$
Member of the  

Chartered Institute of Building 
!

General property  
maintenance and  
high quality DIY 

 
General repairs 

All carpentry - Decorating 
Minor plumbing 

 
Prompt, reliable and 
recommended service 

No job too small 
 

Tel: 07876-275300 
robatkinson.ajdw@gmail.com 
 

“A job done well” 

!

Roberts Garden Machinery Ltd 
·Professional servicing and repairs of 

most makes of garden machinery 

·New & second-hand machinery supplied 

·Collection & delivery by arrangement 

18 years’ experience with LAWNMOWER SALES & SERVICE 

Open 8–5 Monday–Friday, 8–12 Saturday 

Unit H5, New Yatt Business Centre, New Yatt, OX29 6TJ 

Tel: 01993 881320 or email: robert.milloini@ btinternet.com
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P. Fletcher 
Painting, Decorating 
& Wallpapering 

Forty years’ + experience 
Tel. 01993 891207 

or mobile 07884 430300

 
YOUR LOCAL 

STOCKISTS & INSTALLERS OF

GARAGE DOORS 
&

REMOTE OPERATORS

GARAGE DOOR REPAIRS & SPARES

LOCAL RESIDENTS –10% DISCOUNT ON
STOCKED DOORS

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
 01993 778836 / 01865 246444

MANY WORKING DOORS & OPERATORS 
ON DISPLAY AT:

SHOWROOM:
UNIT 24, AVENUE ONE, STATION LANE, 

WITNEY, OXON, OX28 4XZ

!!!"#$%$#&'((%)"(%#

 

   
♦ WIDE RANGE OF FABRICS  
 

♦ TRACKS AND POLES 
 

♦ FREE FITTING  
 
     

    
 

COMPLETE SERVICE DIRECT TO YOU AT HOME   

 

   BLINDS AND CURTAINS 
 

                            Made  to Measure  Made  to Measure  Made  to Measure  Made  to Measure      
    

www.windowdesign.co 

            PHONE  
01993 870606 
 
 FOR A FREE CONSULTATION 
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WILLS ~ PROBATE ~ POWERS OF ATTORNEY 

INHERITANCE TAX PLANNING 

Tel. 01993 811 792 
Email info@woodstocklaw.co.uk    

Woodstock Solicitors - 1st Floor - 32 New Road - Woodstock - OX20 1PB
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   Village Shop
Suriya Express 
& Post Office 

1 Pendle Court, Pond Hill, Stonesfield 
Tel 01993 898379 

Bread & Pastries 
Fine range of Groceries 
Fruit & Vegetables 

Beers, Wines & Spirits 
New range of Organic Products 

Dry Cleaning 

Opening hours: 
Monday to Friday 7am–8pm 

Saturday and Sunday 8am–8pm* 
Bank Holidays 8am–8pm* 

*P.O. closed on Sundays & on Bank Holidays
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WILLS ~ PROBATE ~ POWERS OF ATTORNEY 

INHERITANCE TAX PLANNING 

Tel. 01993 811 792 
Email info@woodstocklaw.co.uk    

Woodstock Solicitors - 1st Floor - 32 New Road - Woodstock - OX20 1PB 

 
 
 

Suriya Express 
& Post Office 

1 Pendle Court, Pond Hill, Stonesfield 
Tel/Fax 01993 898379 

Bread & Pastries 
Fine range of Groceries 
Fruit & Vegetables 

Beers, Wines & Spirits 
New range of Organic Products 

Dry Cleaning 

Opening hours: 
Monday to Friday 7am–8pm 

Saturday and Sunday 8am–8pm* 
Bank Holidays 8am–8pm* 

*P.O. closed on Sundays & on Bank Holidays
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 0800 074 9534 or 01608 738003
 01608 738104 (Accounts Mon-Thur)
 postaladvertiser@kmslitho.co.uk
 www.postaladvertisers.co.uk

Postal Advertisers Ltd, Railway Bridge House, Station Road, Hook Norton, Banbury, OX15 5LS

Advert proof

Published by Postal Advertisers Ltd   Produced and printed by KMS Litho Ltd.  www.kmslitho.co.uk

With over 15 years experience in the double 
glazing industry, JMF Windows are on hand 
to help with your glazing needs, within the 
Oxfordshire area. We are a friendly, reliable, 
family run business and are passionate about 
the service we provide.

01865 708464
Bunkers Hill, Kidlington
info@jmfwindows.co.uk

www.jmfwindows.co.uk

CERTASS approved installer
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Rita Johnson 
(was Hutchings)  

Painter & Decorator 
Internal & External.  

Quality work.                      
Clean, efficient, friendly worker.  

Contact me for free estimates.  
01993 772078 or 07826 011560  

September 2019 Stonesfield Slate 24

Family business est. over 40 years. 
Cleaning windows – UVPC fascia 

boards – cladding – frames – gutters. 
Specialized equipment for cleaning 
conservatory roofs & solar panels. 

Fully insured. 
For a professional and reliable service 
ring 01993 882727 or 07974 991269.

KINGS CLEANING SERVICES

A. K. P. DIXON 
Home & Garden Maintenance 

& General Handyman 
For all those jobs you need doing 
inside & outside – I’m your man! 

Call Ade on 01993 813873  
or 07825 631111 

email: handymanade65@gmail.com

Bed and Breakfast 
at Combe 
For details 
please view 

www.greenclose.net
 or call 01993 891223

Stonesfield Based, Family Run Firm 

All types of electrical work undertaken, no job too big or small 
We are fully insured & NICEIC approved electrical contractors 

• New Building Installations, Kitchens and Bathrooms 
• Extensions, Outbuildings & Rewires (Full & Partial) 

• Consumer Unit (Fuse Board) Replacement
• NICEIC Tests, Inspections & Reports & Fault Finding

• New or Additional Power Sockets/USB Sockets
• Power and LED Lighting

• Security Lighting, Alarm Installations & Smoke Alarms

All Work Guaranteed & Certification Supplied when Applicable 
Call 01993 222444 or Email quotes@Oxelec.co.uk Web www.OxElec.co.uk 

VEHICLE TECH
Mobile mechanic servicing, repairs, diagnostics

& MOTs prepared and arranged 
for all makes & models 

Friendly & reliable service at competitive rates,  
19 years experience & based in Stonesfield 

Call Rob on 01608 646100 or 07791 755771 
Email: vehicletech3@gmail.com
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D S JONES  
BUILDING & ROOFING  

All aspects of building, & roofing undertaken  
For all enquiries call or email  

07496149990  
dsjmaintenance@hotmail.com 
Instagram: @dsjonesbuilding  
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Hedges Decorating and Property Maintenance 
‘No job too small’ 
Daniel Hedges 

Painting and Decorating 
Garden and Property Maintenance 

Fencing and Repairs 
Demolition and Removal 
Small Carpentry Work
Mobile: 07957 437347 

Email: Danielhedges98@gmail.com

Sewing & Altera!ons 
 . . . to make that garment fit you! 

Fi!ngs, hem levels, and a varied range of 
altera"on and sewing work carried out. 
Dresses, Skirts, Tops, Shirts, Jackets, 

Trousers, Curtains, Cushions and beyond! 

Louise Everett-Brown 
lou.smiley1@gmail.com 

01993 813873

FoSL: Friends of Stones!ield Library Open to anyone who wants to help keep our village library open. We have been providing voluntary cover for half of the existing  library hours (about 6 hours a week) since the library service was cut back. For further details, or to join us, please contact Tony Scott on 01993 891380, tonyandrachel.scott@virgin.net

Good Gourmet 
Upcoming events at our pop-up restaurant

6 Sept 3-course Bistro – £30 
11 Sept Mid-Week Simple Supper – £20 

27 Sept 3-course Bistro North Africa – £30 
23 Oct Mid -Week Simple Supper – £20

2 Nov 3-course Bistro – £30 

BYO

See our website calendar for menus and  
details of our new Midweek suppers

Visit www.goodgourmet.co.uk to see menus 
and make a booking or call 01993 898614

GOURMET
ood

bistro - style - catering

Salon Privé Classic 
& Supercar

8th September

Maurizio Cattelan 
at Blenheim Palace

12th September - 27th October

SsangYong 
Blenheim Palace Horse Trials

19th - 22nd September

!is September visit...

blenheimpalace.com
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Are you a local 
business?

You could advertise your 
business here for £5 per month.
Other sizes available, discounts for 

annual contract.
For details email

publisher@stonesfieldslate.uk
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Hypnotherapy 

For help with anxiety, stress, 
pain control, insomnia, phobias,
unwanted habits, confidence
and self-esteem, exam and
interview nerves.

Contact: Linda Flanigan 
Clinical Hypnotherapist
GHR Registered & Member (Lic.) of National 
Council for Hypnotherapy

Tel: 07866 360359 
Email: linda@lfhypnotherapy.co.uk 
www.lfhypnotherapy.co.uk 

  

Acupuncture for stress reduction, pain 
relief, arthritis, migraine, fatigue, 
hormone imbalance, and more.

, DP D UHJLVWHUHG QXUVH DQG KDYH EHHQ 
OLFHQVHG WR SUDFWLFH DFXSXQFWXUH IRU RYHU 
�� \HDUV� Appointments available at my 
Stones昀eld clinic or in your own home. 
To 昀nd out more or arrange an initial 
consultation please contact me on   

07791 278618 
maeve@maeveodonnellacupuncture.co.uk

www.maeveodonnellacupuncture.co.uk
5*1  %6F  /LF $F  $$&  0%0$6

Imag ine Life!
if you had your own…!

Gardener!
Decorator!
Babysitter!

De-clutterer!
I can help you clear your clutter, 
weed out your wardrobe and find 

new homes for your unwanted items.!
Dog Walker!

Spring Cleaner!
Moving House Help!

House & Pet Sitter…!
all rolled into one!!

For one-off events or regular help 
please contact Lindsey

lindsey@hatsoffstudios.com or call !
01993 898620    07941 561471

PROBLEM FEET?

NAIL CUTTING • CORNS • CALLUS 
PROBLEM NAILS • FOOT MASSAGE 

Treatment in the comfort of your own home
SHARON DAVIES  MCFHP MAFHP
(01993) 891132 / (M) 07941843353 

Registered member of the British Association 
of Foot Health Professionals
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PROBLEM FEET ?! 
NAIL CUTTING. CORNS. CALLOUS. 
HARD/DRY SKIN.  FOOT MASSAGE. 

TREATMENT IN THE COMFORT 
OF YOUR OWN HOME! 

Sharon Davies MCFHP/MAFHP 
01993 891132 / 07941 843353 
OVER 21 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

REGISTERED MEMBER OF THE 
BRITISH ASSOCIATION OF FOOT 

HEALTH PROFESSIONALS 
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 Hypnotherapy 

 
For help with anxiety, stress, 
pain control, insomnia, phobias, 
unwanted habits, confidence and 
self-esteem, exam and interview 
nerves.

Contact: Linda Flanigan  
Clinical Hypnotherapist 
GHR Registered & Member (Lic.) of National 
Council for Hypnotherapy 
 
Tel: 07866 360359 
Email: linda@lfhypnotherapy.co.uk 
www.lfhypnotherapy.co.uk 

 

MICHAEL PRICE & SON 
PLASTERING 

 

58 Ticknell Piece Road 
Charlbury, OX7 3TW 

 
Tel 01608 811642 

Mobile 07710 170049 
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GEOFF BOOTH 
Landscaping · Paving · Walling 
Driveways · Fencing · Brickwork 

Building maintenance 
Garden maintenance

Free quotations 
 

Mob: 07710 628248 
Email: geoffboothlandscaping@hotmail.com

Tel: 0845 458 2980 
Mobile: 07976 261850 

Email: info@townandcountrytrees.co.uk
www.townandcountrytrees.co.uk

A tree surgery company with 
the integrity you can trust.

MICHAEL PRICE & SON
PLASTERING 

For all your internal plastering 
tel 07710 170049 or 01608 811642 

mickeyprice525@gmail.com 

58 Ticknell Piece Road,  
Charlbury, Oxon, OX7 3TW
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www.windowdesigninteriors.co.uk 

       01993 870606 

   Call us to make an appointment  

07766 743081

• Airports & Stations
• Hospitals & Schools
• Theatres & Restaurants

• Day trips & tours
• Weddings & Proms
• Shopping trips

Our friendly team includes female drivers

WOODSTOCK TAXI SERVICE

www.townhousewoodstock.co.uk
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Contact Us for a Free, No Obligation Quote 
Call: 01993 222444 / 07766 252548 

Email: quotes@oxelec.co.uk 
www.OxElec.co.uk 

We Will Beat Any Genuine Like for Like Quote 

 

 

 

\\\ 

Est 2017 
25yrs 

Industry 
Expertise 

 

NICEIC Registered for Total Peace of Mind 
As Members Our Work is Inspected Annually to 
Ensure We Meet All Compliance & Competency 
Standards & Guarantees All Our Work is Carried 
Out to Current Legislations & Regulations 
 

 

Stonesfield Based, Covering All of Oxfordshire 

USB/USC Sockets 
LED Lighting 
Smoke/CO2 Detectors 
Security Lighting 
Security Alarms 
CCTV/RING Doorbells 
EV Chargers 
Under Floor Heating 
Extractor Fans 

Full & Partial Rewires 
Extensions 

Alterations & Upgrades 
Consumer Units 

Lighting Design 
Fault Finding 

Landlord Certificates 
Test & Inspections 

All Works Warrantied & Certified 
 

 

All Aspects of Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Electrical Works 
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Hair Appointments & General Enquiries: 
01993 870167  hbh.salon@outlook.com   

Skin & Aesthetics Clinic: 07833 530650 
hello@peauskinhealth.co.uk 

Nail Appointments: 07361 523020 
info@gelsbyjayde.com 

Pendle Court 
Pond Hill 

Stonesfield 
Witney 

OX29 8PZ 

Co-Working 
Salon 

Open Tues-Sat 

 NEW HAIR STYLIST 
Lisa will be joining HBH from 8th August 

Thursdays & Saturdays 
Bookings Now Being Taken 

Call: 07584 565932 Online: tinyurl.com/b976udpc 
Facebook: Lisa Cooper Hairstylist 

IG: lisacooperhairstylist 
SKIN & AESTHETICS CLINIC 

Natural, Subtle Aesthetics • Anti-Wrinkle Treatments 
Micro Needling • Advanced Facials • Light Therapy 

Peels • Collagen Boosting Treatments • Private Room 
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THE WHITE HORSE, 
STONESFIELD 

COMMUNITY OWNED, OPEN TO EVERYONE 

Pub 
Mon - Closed 

Tue -3pm -11 pm 

Wed -11.30am-llpm 

Thur -11.30am-llpm 

Fri-11.30am-llpm 

Sat -11.30am-llpm 

Sun -11.30am-8pm 

Food 
Mon - Closed 

Tue - No food 

Wed -12 -2.30 & 6pm-9pm 

Thur -12 -2.30 & 6pm-9pm 

Fri -12 -2.30 & 6pm-9pm 

Sat -12 -2.30 & 6pm-9pm 

Sunday-12-4pm 

Seniors Cafe ever y Tuesday 3pm-4pm. Po p in for a 
free cu ppa & a s lice o f  cake. Mee t friends or m ake 

new ones with o ur social table 
WE CAN CATER FOR ALL, WHETHER ITS WALKING OR CYCLING 

GROUPS, TEAM MEETING OR JUST A COFFEE GET TOGETHER, LET 
US KNOW YOUR REQUIREMENTS AND SEE WHAT WE CAN OFFER. 

COFFEE & CAKES - LUNCH - DINNER - WALLED GARDEN 
DOG FRIENDLY - LOCAL ALES - CAR PARK - QUIZ NIGHTS 

SUNDAY ROASTS- LIVE MUSIC- DAILY FOOD SPECIALS- EVENTS ...... . 

CONT ACT -01993 672059 
WWW.THEWHITEHORSES TONESFIELD.COM 

FACEBOOK -THE WHITE HORSE PUB STONESFIELD 
THE WHITE HORSE, THE RIDINGS, 

STONESFIELD, OX29 SEA 
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ABLACKBIRDSANG.COM
DISCOUNT CODE: STONESFIELD20 
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