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It is almostisho

On Saturday 9 September the village will
come together for one amazing day of fun,
festivities and fundraising for all the family.

The Septembeerfest music and beer festival is
a chance to relax with old friends (or meet
some new ones!), be it in the calm sanctuary
of our Tea and Cake Tent, or feeling the
groove in the Music Marquee where a brilliant
range of music acts will perform throughout
the day.

Acts range from folk to funk to pop and blues
rock. Artists include the incredible blues
guitarist Krissy Mathews (currently on a
European Tour), soulful singer/songwriter
Charlotte Campbell, whose songs have
featured on ITV Love Island, and the always
popular local folk trio The Boot Band. With
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many other acts during the day, there is music
for every taste.

And speaking of taste: as well as 30 fine ales
and ciders to sample, we have a fantastic
selection of food vendors from noodles to
wood-fired pizzas to traditional burger and
chips.

For the seriously posh, we have a truly
decadent Prosecco Tent sponsored by Libby
Rak Jewellery of Woodstock and The Rhubarb
Rhubarb Boutique of Stow (Brigitte Rak). We
also have a mouth-watering selection of
locally made ice creams, and even a ‘proper’
frothy coffee outlet. Come for lunch, stay for
dinner!

Continued on p5
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Do you want to send in an article but have no email?

Just call the editor (see below) who can arrange to collect your handwritten copy.

Do you want to advertise?
An advertisement in The Stonesfield Slate starts from as little as £3 per month.

Please email slate-ads @stonesfield.online, or call the Publishers on 01993 898841,
for full details of availability, sizes, requirements and cost. We can also help with design
if required.

Any new advertisements, or changes to existing advertisements, should be emailed to
Slate-ads@stonesfield.online by 10th of the month.

All advertisements must be paid for in advance.

Disclaimer

The Stonesfield Slate is a village amenity, produced and distributed by volunteers. It
cannot be held responsible for any of the views expressed in its pages nor does it endorse
any of the products or services advertised.

Articles are solely the responsibility of the writers and their opinions do not necessarily
accord with those of the editors or publishers.

Whilst we strive to ensure all information is correct, we are not responsible for anything
that happens as a result of you using the information. If you find any errors or omissions
then please contact the Publisher and we will endeavour to correct them.

Dates for your diary are always subject to change. Please check with event organisers.

The editor and the publishers reserve the right to edit, shorten or omit any article
submitted.

Publishers Editor for Oct issue Copy:

Diane & Paul Bates, Fiona Dangerfield Deadline for next issue 15 Sept
Waterloo Barn, Laughton Hill, (07814 |12437) Please email copy to

Stonesfield, OX29 8DY slate@stonesfield.online slate@stonesfield.online

(898841) or contact the Editor by phone.

slate-pub@stonesfield.online

Editor Printer Advertising:

Fiona Dangerfield Windrush Press, Witney Deadline for next issue 10 Sept
(07814 112437) Advertisements to
slate@stonesfield.online ©TheStonesfieldSlate 2023 slate-ads@stonesfield.online

Current and past copies of the Slate are available at www.stonesfield.online

Sept 2023 Stonesfield Slate



mailto:slate-pub@stonesfield.online

Dates for your diary: September

2 Repair Café Village Hall 11am-2pm
3 Same Table Next Week & Cream tea  Village Hall (see p7) 2-4pm
3 Afternoon tea Combe Reading Room 2.30-5pm
4 Gardening Club talk St James’ Centre 7.30pm
4,11,18,25 Monday Coffee St James’ Centre 8.45-11.30am
4,7,11,14 Taekwondo Village Hall 5.30-6.30pm
5 North Leigh History Society N Leigh Memorial Hall ~ 7.30pm
5,19 Carers Café Village Hall 10am-12noon
5,12,19,26  Zumba Village Hall 7-8pm
5,12,19,26  Strong Nation HIIT Village Hall 8.15-9.15pm
6 Parish Council meeting Primary School 7pm
6,13,20,27  Gatehouse Pilates Village Hall 9.30-10.30am
6,13,20,27 Hannah Bathe Fitness Village Hall 7-7.45pm
6,13,20,27  Folk dancing Village Hall 7.45-10pm
7,14,21,28  Book Break Stonesfield Library 12.30-2pm
7,14,21,28  Hannah Bathe HITT Class Village Hall 7.15-8pm
8,15,22,29  Baby & Toddlers Group Village Hall 10am-12noon
9 Septembeerfest Playing Fields 12noon-11pm
9,10 Roman Villa Open Days North Leigh 11am-5pm
10 Gardens Open Day Bridewell Gardens 11am-4pm
11 Combe WI Combe Reading Rm 7.30-9.30pm
12,19,26 Stonesfield Seniors Café Village Hall 3-4pm
12,19,26 Stonesfield Social Village Hall 5-7pm
17 And I'll blow your house down The Old Fire Station (see p4) 8pm
18,21,25,28 Taekwondo Village Hall 5.30-6.30pm
29 Harvest Village Supper St James’ Centre 5-7.30pm
October

1 Harvest Festival Service Stonesfield Parish Church  11am
29 Folk Group and Scout Group Ceilidh Village Hall TBC
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Notices & news

Stonesfield Repair Café —
Don't bin it! Fix it!

2 September 11am - 2pm
Village Hall

If you have a wobbly chair or a favourite bit
of clothing with a hole in it, or a piece of
china that has broken, we can mend it.

The toaster or food mixer that has stopped
working - bring it along, we may be able to
get it working.

Got problems with your computer or
phone - we have professionals who can
help.

ANDI'LL
BLOW YOUR
HOUSE DOWN

A CARER ON THE FRONTLINE

If you can, let us know in advance at
stonesfieldrepaircafe@gmail.com and do
come in good time.

—

Delicious lunch, drinks and cakes will be
available courtesy of the Community Café.

stonesfieldrepaircafe@gmail.com

What would you do if the Big
Bad Wolf destroyed
everything?

Georgie Steele's funny,
furious, award-winning show
about being an accidental
carer

Sunday September 17th 8pm age12+

The Old Fire Station, George Street, Oxford
£15/£13/£11 B
oldfirestation.org.uk /01865 263990 sk

"llluminating and deeply inspirational”
(The Slate)
“Searing and livid. ..buoyant and sparkling”
(OFS Review)

georgiestoryteller
(£) georgiesteelestory
(v} blow_your_house
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It is almost showtime...! (frompI)

The Festival will be held on the playing
field (behind Stonesfield Village Hall). We
have four marquees, so whatever the
weather throws at us, you’ll keep dry or out
of the sun! The gates open at midday and
the festival will close just before 11pm, with
the final act The Stonesfield Village Idiots,
who apparently have a very special secret
guest ..... Ssshhh!!

Tickets are available on the gate only. They
are £15 with a festival glass and £5 of drink
tokens or £10 without. Under 16s go free.
Under 14s must be accompanied by an
adult.

Please tell all your friends about
Septembeerfest; we know of people flying
in from France and Scotland and many
travelling from London. It’s going to be a
brilliant day in support of three wonderful
charities — Stonesfield Childrens’
Playground, Cancer Research and Berks
Bucks and Oxon Wildlife Trust.

Lastly, a big thank you to all our
wonderfully generous sponsors, many have

been with us since the inaugural
Septembeerfest and without whom the
festival would not be possible. If you are
keen to get involved there are still
opportunities ranging from volunteering
behind the bar on the day or sponsoring a
barrel of beer or case of fizz — just get in
touch!

We look forward to seeing you all there.

The Septembeerfest Committee
hello@septembeerfest.org.uk

Geraint Lewis Photograph
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Monday Coffee at
St James’ Centre

Did you know that you can get free coffee,
biscuits and conversation at St James’
Centre every Monday morning, from
8.45am during term time and from
10.00am at other times finishing at
11.30am?

Everyone is welcome and there is plenty of
opportunity for anyone involved in the
school run to come along, with plenty of
space for pushchairs. We have toys for the
children to play with and there is a car
park. As the morning progresses, we
welcome others who call in for coffee and a
chat with friends. We stay open until
11.30am. If you are new to the village or to
the school it is a great way to meet other
people.

This event was started 13 years ago by
members of St James’ Church with the
intention of serving the village community,
offering hospitality, and, of course, free
coffee and what are mostly homemade
biscuits to all who come.

Why not call in and join us?

The Monday Coffee Volunteers

St James’ Centre -
available for hire

A reminder that St James’ Centre (opposite
the school) is available for hire for both
regular and one-off bookings. It is an ideal
venue for children’s parties, family
gatherings, adult education classes,
meetings, workshops, fundraising events
etc. If you would like further information
or to book, please do get in touch — email
sjesbookings@gmail.com

Ruth Sellar

St James’ Centre Bookings Administrator

Harvest Village Supper -
Friday 29 September

Everyone is invited to come and enjoy
another Village Supper — a great way to
celebrate Harvest. There’s room for lots of
people! The food is free of charge - come
anytime between 5pm and 7.30pm, to the
St James’ Centre.

Don’t forget that the Harvest Festival
Service is Sunday 1 October at 11am. All are
welcome!

For any queries, please email
stonesfield @stonesfieldparishchurch.org

Village Hall News

We do hope that everyone had a lovely long
break over the summer and are back
feeling revitalised and full of energy for the
Autumn months. We have been busy
working with our regular clients to give you
some information on some of the classes
and groups currently running:

Community Café — The Repair Café
returns on Saturday 2 September to
provide a much needed wealth of
knowledge to help you potentially save the
old and broken items in your home and
give them a new lease of life!

We have one more space left this year for
the Community Café which will fall on the
7 October — If you want to book to raise
money for a group or charity, please get in
touch. Also if you are thinking about
running one, but you aren’t ready yet, we
are now booking for next year's dates, the
first Saturday of each month.

Carers Café — Please note the Carers Café
runs on the 1st and the 3rd Tuesday of each
month, from 10am — 12noon. This is an

ideal place to take a rest stop for anyone in
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the community who is looking after, or
responsible for others. We all need a break
and a cuppa, so why not do that with
likeminded people and have a chat too?

Hannah Bathe Fitness — HIIT &
Circuits (ladies only)

Wednesday - 7pm
Thursday - 7.15pm

Gatehouse Pilates News — This term of
pilates we have been focussing on strength,
mobility, reaction times and balance and
everyone has improved greatly, it has been
wonderful to see. Classes will resume after
the summer on Wednesday 6 September at
09.30, if you are interested in making
positive lifestyle changes to your health
and well-being then please get in touch at
anitaloxtonwellbeing@gmail.com or
www.anitaloxton.com.

Stonesfield Folk Dance Club — The
details of our meetings in September are:

Sept 6 Donkey House Band with Val &
Ian McFarlane. 8pm to 10pm

Sept 13 Clive Harman with his choice of
dances. 8pm to 10pm

Sept 20 Diane Morgan calling with David
& Tina 8pm to 10pm.

Sept 27 Donkey House Band with Doreen
Crewe. 8pm to 10pm.

New Members always welcome and
personal tuition given in the intricacies of
English Folk Dancing - please come & join
us at the Village Hall.

www.stonesfieldfolkdance.danceorg.uk for
more information.

Baby & Toddler Group runs every
Friday during term time. We have
welcomed lots of new families from
Stonesfield and the surrounding villages
for free play, a themed craft activity, stories
and songs. Coffee and tea provided for
parents/carers with homemade cake plus a
snack for babies/toddlers. Everyone is
welcome!

Jacqueline Carthew (898919)

Secretary & Booking Clerk for Stonesfield
Village Hall

Same Table Next Week -
The Stonesfield Players

Come to the Village Hall at 2pm on Sunday
3 September for a one-act play served up
with a cream tea.

Same Table Next Week by Nicky Holland is
set in a tearoom and is a light-hearted
comedy following one woman's pursuit of
friendship and a new meaning in life after
early retirement. The village hall will be
transformed into the tearoom so the
audience will feel they are part of the
drama — but don't worry, no participation
is required!

Tickets are £10 and include a cream tea. If
you have specific dietary requirements
please contact us by 29 August so that we
can cater for you.

Tickets are available from 3 August from
Suriya Express (payment by cash or cheque
only) or from Andy Tacon 01993 891217,

07795 441986 or
andrew.tacon@outlook.com.
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Who let the dogs out!

Stonesfield Playing Field Association
wishes to remind residents and guests to
the village that dogs (including service
dogs) are not permitted to be walked or
exercised on the Stonesfield Playing Fields.

These fields are used daily by sports teams
and children and require constant
maintenance to keep them in the fantastic
condition they are in.

Dogs are therefore not permitted on these
fields for the safety, hygiene and
enjoyment of all users.

Fiona Dangerfield
Secretary Stonesfield Playing Field Association

Royal British Legion Poppy
Appeal 2023

I will not be continuing as the Poppy
Appeal Organiser for Stonesfield. I would
like to thank you for contributing
£29,644.60 to the appeal during the 14
years I was the PAO.

If any individual or organisation would like
to take on this role then kindly contact
Yanto Evans YEvans@britishlegion.org.uk
- he would be pleased to hear from them.

Going forward organisations or individuals
will be able to order their poppy wreaths
directly from the Royal British Legion by
going to their website and ordering on line
or from the British Legion shop on 0345

845 195.

David Brown

Bridewell Gardens

Bridewell Gardens, a local mental health
recovery service, will be holding an Open
Day on 10 September when the walled
garden and vineyard will be open to the
public from 11am — 4pm.

There will be a pop-up café in the garden
for tea and cake and high-quality plants,
home-produced jams and chutneys, and
organic sparkling wine will be on sale.
Make a day of it: bring a picnic blanket and
relax in the vineyard with friends and
family. Dogs on leads are very welcome,
and families and children are encouraged
to explore the site. No booking is required
and the suggested donation is £5 per
person.

Rachel Green
Bridewell Gardens, Wilcote OX7 3DT

BLENHEIM

COMMUNITY

Hello Stonesfield! Quick update from
Blenheim here.

Craig, from the Estates Team, is currently
sorting gates, stiles and fencing in and
around the Lower Westfield / Lower
Ridings areas to improve the enjoyment of
the walks around the area. If you see Craig
working, do go and say hello, or feel free to
ask questions about what he’s doing. One
of the things he really enjoys is seeing
people walking the routes he is clearing
and creating new paths for everyone to
explore.

A couple of months ago the Estates Team
also created a ‘buddy-bench’ for
Stonesfield Primary School, carved out of
their surplus wood, and recently did the
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same for Bladon Primary School. Buddy-
benches are a great way to make sure all
the children at the school have someone to
play with and the team were really pleased
to be able to help.

Blenheim is also committed to supporting
the community bid for The White Horse
pub, in a similar way we did in Bladon.
Pubs are a vital part of rural communities
but too many are being lost; communities
coming together to buy a pub and help it
prosper is a massive undertaking and we
will support in whatever way we can.

Finally, if you would like to hear about
something in particular concerning your
area, please do email the Blenheim
Community inbox —
community@blenheim.org — and we will
try to answer your questions in the next
newsletter. See you all next month!

Merilyn Davies

Blenheim Community Lead

Ceilidh Sunday 29 October -
Save the date!

Stonesfield Folk Dance Group and
Stonesfield Scout Group will be hosting a
ceilidh on the afternoon of Sunday 29
October.

Please add the date to your diary - it's sure
to be a fun event for young and old alike!

stonesfieldvh@gmail.com

North Leigh Roman Villa

The next Open Days at the Roman Villa at
North Leigh will be held on Saturday 9 and
Sunday 10 September.

Full details are on the English Heritage
website: www.english-heritage.org.uk/
visit/places/north-leigh-roman-villa/.

Afternoon tea at
Combe Reading Room

We are holding our afternoon tea event
again this year in the garden of the Combe
Reading Room on Sunday 3 September
from 2.30 to 5pm. All proceeds will go to
the Cystic Fibrosis Trust.

We will be serving cream teas, homemade
cakes and hot drinks. We will also be
selling a new range of handmade gifts and
will be holding a raffle.

If you are not able to be there but would
like to support the Cystic Fibrosis Trust,
please contact me to purchase raffle
tickets; price £5 for a book.

Libby Hanks (07958 595668)

West Oxfordshire Community
Choir

Due to an unforeseen change in family
circumstance, I am no longer able to run
West Oxfordshire community choir. I have
been running a choir here in the village for
more than 10 years and feel incredibly sad
to be saying goodbye to it after such a
wonderful decade but at this time, family
must come first.

I'd sincerely like to thank anyone who has
come along to choir, been a choir member
or supported the group in any way over the
years. It has been a true privilege to be the
choir leader and I shall miss it and all of
my choir members hugely.

Thank you WOC/Stonesfield community
choir for all of the years of Happy
Harmonising. You were a joy.

Laura Rudge
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Combe WI

We are looking forward to welcoming
members, new members and guests to the
next meeting of Combe WI which is on
Monday 11 September. Jennifer Cowling is
our guest speaker and she will be talking
about 'Those extraordinary things we say’'
where we will explore the oddest
expressions that trip off our tongues, such
as 'making a pig's ear of it' or 'say boo to a
goose', or 'being in someone's good books' -
what do these expressions mean? You are
invited to come along and find out!

Meetings are held on the second Monday
of each month in the Reading Room,
Combe, from 7.30-9.30pm. If you'd like to
find out more about the Women's Institute
do come along and try us out. We offer a
warm welcome to all ladies over the age of
18.

Non-members/Guests are charged £5 to
attend meetings which includes
refreshments and a raffle ticket.
Membership from September 2023 to
April 2024 is £34.50, or from October it'll
be just £23.00 — so0 a good time to consider
joining us.

Julia Sharpe (891058)
Secretary Combe WI

STONESFIELD
SEPTEMBEERFEST

ey : o

Volu;m.-c Please get in touch with a committee member , via our webpage
www.septembeerfest.org.uk or [f; Facebook

Neighbourhood Watch

Last month there was another attempted
break-in on The Ridings. On this occasion
the owner heard the assailants attempting
to access his garage and they ran off when
he came outside. They used a car to make
their escape. Please be vigilant and ensure
cars and outbuildings are secured.

Anyone interested in joining the
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme can find
details and register at: www.member-
registration.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk/30/
Join. Click on ‘Join a scheme’ and select
‘Stonesfield’.

Deanna Asplundh

Stonesfield Neighbourhood Watch
Coordinator

Thames Valley Police
Open Day returns

Thames Valley Police (TVP) will open its
doors to the public for the force's Open
Day. The event will take place between
10am and 4pm on Saturday 2 September
and will be hosted at the training centre in
Sulhamstead, near Reading.

The Open Day provides a fantastic
opportunity for you to get a behind the
scenes look at what it takes to police one of
the biggest non-metropolitan policing
areas in the country. The Roads Policing
Unit, Forensic Investigations Unit, Contact
Management team and Major Crime Unit
are just a handful of over 40 exhibitors
who will be there to showcase their work.

mediaoffice@thamesvalley.police.uk
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Farmers' markets

Local Farmers' markets run from 8.30am to 1.30pm.

e Charlbury: quarterly, second Saturday in the
month (March, June, September, December)

o Chipping Norton: the third Saturday of every
month

« Witney: the fourth Friday of every month
* Woodstock: the first Saturday of every month

Farmers' markets in West Oxfordshire are run by the Thames Valley Farmers' Market
Co-operative: www.tvfm.org.uk/

In addition, there is a small weekly market in Charlbury held during the summer months
each Saturday until October 9.30am—12 noon outside the Community Centre. This
market is a local food market, with a small collection of stalls selling locally-grown and
locally-prepared food.

It supports local businesses; enabling people to buy a range of locally-produced good-
quality food in one place; bringing more footfall to the town centre on a regular basis;
creating a friendly, social and accessible event.

Contributions to The Siate We are happy to collect something
handwritten from you or to take it down
over the phone. The Editor’s name and
contact number appear on page 2 of each
issue.

The editorial team and publishers are
conscious that not everyone has access to
email and/or a computer. If you are in this
situation and would like to submit
something for publication, please get in
touch with the Editor in order to make
alternative arrangements.

STONESFIELD VOLUNTARY TRANSPORT SCHEME

Our volunteer drivers are available to take you to local medical appointments or
to the hospitals in Oxford and Banbury.
We make no charge but welcome a donation towards expenses.
COVID safety precautions are still in place, if you need them.

Please call or email to book transport in September:
Amanda Peters 01993 891947, Viv Kendall 01993 891803
or stonesfieldvts@gmail.com
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Politics & local affairs

Stonesfield Parish Council

There was no Parish Council meeting in
August.

Date of the next full Council
meeting: 6 September 2023 at Stonesfield
Primary School at 7pm.

News from West Oxfordshire
Botley West Solar Farm

WODC has asked the Botley West Solar
Farm developer to make significant
improvements to their plans in response to
the Scoping Report .

WODC has advised that the developer
needs to do more to consider issues such as
flooding, wildlife protection, why this site
has been selected, the impact on farming,
housing, recreation and heritage among a
wide range of topics we have been asked to
comment on.

The next stage will show the detailed
proposals that will be consulted on in
public where all residents will be able to
give their views. Residents are encouraged
to take part when it is live to make their
views known.

The Council has previously expressed its
disappointment that the proposal will
bypass the local planning process, limiting
input and decision making at a local level.
The next round of public consultation is
expected in Autumn 2023 according to the
developer’s website. Residents can find
more information at www.botleywest.co.uk

The Botley West Solar Farm is a national
level proposal being brought forward by a
private developer and ultimately the
Planning Inspectorate and Secretary of
State will be making a decision on whether
it is approved.

Expanding electric fleet will help
keep towns green and clean

The job of keeping the towns of Carterton
and Woodstock clean will be greener
following the purchase of two new fully
electric street sweepers by WODC as the
authority strives for greater sustainability
to benefit the local environment and the
communities it serves.

The sweepers are the latest additions to the
Council's growing fleet of fully-electric
vehicles as it continues to champion
greener transport choices. With zero
tailpipe emissions and quiet to operate, the
new Green Machine Ze500 sweepers are
well suited to be used in the two towns'
residential areas where they will be used to
clear road gutters and cleanse pavements
as well as other pedestrianised areas.

Collectively they could save over 19,000 kg
COz2 per annum - the equivalent of saving
70,000 miles being driven in an average
petrol car.

Buyers beware!

WODC is warning potential buyers of land
in West Oxfordshire to do proper checks
before purchasing land.

Councillor Carl Rylett said, ‘We have been
contacted by numerous people who are
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confused about the sale of plots of land in
West Oxfordshire that are being sold with
adverts saying they have future potential
for development.

Some of those contacting us are asking
about buying land to build their own home
when the likelihood of planning permission
being granted is very low. Some of these
plots have even had planning permission
for development turned down on
numerous occasions before being sold as
individual plots.

We are calling out to anyone looking to
purchase land for development to make
sure they are fully aware of what planning
is required for what they want to do and to
get professional advice, so they go into the
purchase with the full information.

Our planning team is happy to offer
information and support so please do
contact us if you are thinking of buying
land or speak to another planning or
development professional.’

From our MP
Funds for Farmers

I was delighted by the recent
announcement to award farmers and
foresters across West Oxfordshire with
£165,527 in funding as part of the
Department for Environment, Food and
Rural Affair's 'Farming Equipment and
Technology Fund'.

This funding aims to help growers boost
farm productivity, reduce waste and cut
input costs, as well as increase
environmental sustainability.

On top of this, I was very pleased to
welcome the Minister for Food, Farming &
Fisheries, Mark Spencer MP to West

Oxfordshire recently to meet with local
farmers.

It was important to meet with the Minister
and for local farmers to be given the
opportunity to have an open and honest
discussion with him about the challenges
they are facing and stress the importance
of supporting farming businesses in West
Oxfordshire and across the UK.

Local Nature Recovery Strategy

The Department for Environment, Food
and Rural Affairs awarded Oxfordshire
County Council £238,000 to work on a
Local Nature Recovery Strategy.

Through the adoption of a more localised
approach to nature recovery, local
communities will have greater autonomy to
identify areas to create, enhance and
restore habitat to maximise environmental
benefits. This funding comes as part of a
£14 million government package to
regenerate our natural environment
nationally.

August saw the launch of the first round of
funding in the £25 million Species Survival
Fund, targeted towards environmental
charities, voluntary organisations, local
authorities, national parks and AONBs and
their partners, as well as eligible farmers.
The fund will support early action for the
2030 Species Abundance Target,
supporting the creation and restoration of
wildlife-rich habitats, including on
protected sites.

Thames Valley Police

I was pleased to hear that the number of
police constables in Thames Valley Police's
Neighbourhood is set to double.

This announcement is hugely welcome and
will mean 80 more officers are available to
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deal with local crime across our area. This
is a fantastic move to re-establish
neighbourhood policing at a local level and
I know is a very welcome and reassuring
boost to our area as well as all other areas
across TVP's neighbourhood.

Unlimited fines announced for
water companies

The Government has announced new laws
to scrap the cap on penalties for polluters,
giving regulators the power to issue
unlimited fines on Water companies.

Following a consultation that received
widespread support the Government has
responded positively with new laws to
bring forward more investment, stronger
regulation and tougher enforcement.

Future fines and penalties from water
companies will be re-invested into the
government's new Water Restoration Fund
aimed at delivering on-the-ground

improvements to water quality, and
support local groups and community-led
schemes which help to protect our
waterways.

Parliamentary Petition on
Botley West Solar Farm

A reminder to please sign my petition
through the link below and to share it far
and wide so that we can send a clear
message from West Oxfordshire's
residents. www.robertcourts.co.uk/
botleysolarfarmpetition

Robert Courts

robert@robertcourts.co.uk

:  No to Botley West
Solar Farm

Petition to Parliament

www.robertcourts.co.uk/
botleysolarfarmpetition

Pre-Sahool &

o NES,

Making the most of each and every moment

We have a fully extended childcare provision running from Pre-School.
Here is what is currently available:

Breakfast Club
Monday to Friday; 7.30 — 8.50am
(£6.75 per session) Cereal, toast and fruit juice included

Pre-School Sessions
9am — 3pm daily for children aged 2—4 years (£18.40 per session)

After School Club
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday; 3.15 — 6pm
(£17.15 per session)

If you would like registration forms for any of the above,
please contact our administrator, Mrs Zena Rozee
(tel. 01993 898012 or email: stonesfieldpsad@outlook.com)

A
.' -\
\_ .
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Education, culture & more

Stonesfield Library
The Library (898187) is open as follows:

Monday 2.30-7pm

Wednesday 10am-12 noon

Thursday 2.30-5pm

Saturday 10am-12 noon

The Library Manager will be in the library
every Monday.

Val Phillips (891455)
Friends of Stonesfield Library

Summer Reading Challenge
2023

Have you read your 6 books for the
Summer Reading Challenge? Only a week
to go till the end of the challenge (Saturday
9 September).

Don’t worry! You've still got time to finish.

The Summer Reading Challenge
Celebration will take place on Wednesday
13 September at the St James Centre from
3.30 pm — 4.30 pm. Save the date!

Make sure you collect your invitation to the
Celebration from the library when you
complete the challenge.

Bryony Mallows

Summer Reading Challenge 2023

Presented by The Reading Agency.
Delivered in parinership with libraries

I’m a reader

Nicky Holland, 63, is a specialist mentor at
Oxford Brooks University, supporting
students through a variety of challenges,
including mental health problems, autism
and ADHD.

‘I'm a library fanatic, I've used libraries
since I was a toddler. A librarian once told
me when I went back the next week: ‘You
can’t change the books, you can’t have read
them all’, but I had! In those days (the
1960s), library users were regarded as a
nuisance, thought of mostly as just making
the place untidy. It’s totally different now,
everyone is welcome. The first library I
remember was ten minutes’ walk from my
childhood home in Swindon.

At Stonesfield library, I discovered Lindsey
Davis. I just love her; she writes detective
novels set in A.D. 70 and onwards. She’s a
classicist. Currently I'm reading Terry
Pratchett’s Discworld, which I've read
loads of times. It’s so clever and funny, like
a (Gulliver’s Travels’ author) Jonathan
Swift style reflection of our world through
another mirror. Terry Pratchett turns all
our understanding of being human on its
head, which appeals to my fascination with
how people think.’

For many years now, Nicky has lived with
rheumatoid arthritis, which makes holding
and handling books difficult.
Consequently, she has switched to a
Kindle, which is lighter and means if she
needs to read in the middle of the night,
she can switch its backlight on and read
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herself back to sleep without waking
husband, Harry.

Nicky is heavily involved with the
Stonesfield Players, our thriving amateur
dramatic society. She always wrote as a
child but was discouraged from a writing
career by a narrow-minded headmistress.
Proving it’s never too late, though, Nicky
has recently written two short plays that
she is now directing for autumn
performances.

The first, Same Table Next Week, focuses
on a woman who sees books as a vital way
to make friends. The second, which will be
performed in November - so there is still
plenty of time to bag your seats — is
centred around the recent, true story
discovery by Nicky of letters hidden for
decades, which were sent to Nicky's then
teenaged mother by her favourite uncle
while he was on active service in France
during World War Two. The two plays,
while very different, both have at their core
a message about the power of the written
word.

Creative inspiration can strike at any time,
particularly, she says, when gardening,
which is why she’s not a big listener to
audiobooks while she works: ‘T enjoy
thinking time. When I'm pulling up the
weeds, my brain will pull the threads of
what I'm writing together and sometimes I
have to rush back inside to write it all
down.

Nicky’s now grown-up daughters, on the
other hand, however, were enthusiastic
audiobook fans. One used Stephen Fry’s
narration of Harry Potter to help her sleep;
this technique worked so well that for some
time afterwards, like Pavlov’s dogs, ‘if she
heard Fry’s voice talking about anything,
she’d fall asleep, no matter where she was.’

Nicky is now looking into Oxfordshire
libraries’ own free e-book service, in
addition to Kindle and you can too! Clear
information is provided on the website:
eBooks and eAudio | Oxfordshire County
Council

Eleanor Bailey

FoSL:
Friends of Stonesfield Library
Do you enjoy reading?
Could you spare a couple of hours a
month?

Come and join the library team. A great
volunteering opportunity!

For further details contact
Mike Pollitt (891856)

STONESFIELD
SEPTEMBEERFEST

Saf Sth Sept
2023

Septembeerfest is a family friendly music & beer festival raising
money for good causes — Cancer Research UK, BBO Wildlife Trust

& field Village Playg

HOW TO GET INVOLVED

Volunteer: We need bar staff, first aiders, clean-up crew
and anyone with fundraising experience.
Please get in touch if you can lend a hand!

Sponsor us: You can help in making Septembeerfest possible
by sponsoring a beer barrel (£150) or even being a Headline
Sponsor (£1000) with your name above the main stage!
There are various sponsor packages available which include
advertising and complimentary tickets.

— please contact Karen Payne on 07769948075 or
email us: hello@septembeerfest.org.uk

If sponsorship is not for you but would still like to make a contribution we have set up a
‘Just Giving’ page: https:// justgivi / ing/k payne-2
Ad small), would be very

Volunteers: Please get in touch with a committee member , via our webpage

www.septembeerfest.org.uk or [f] Facebook
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Clubs, societies & sport

Stonesfield Players
Safari Supper

Saturday 23 September at 7pm

The Stonesfield Players are holding
another Safari Supper. Do join us for an
evening of gastronomic delights and lots of
fun all mingled with a wander around the
village to a different venue for each course.

The evening will begin at The Old Bakery,
Boot Street and throughout the evening
you will enjoy a four course meal ending
together with cheese and biscuits. All are
welcome, we need guests and hosts, if
anyone is interested in hosting please
contact Ros.

Attendance is by booking only. Tickets are
£18.50 per person and can be booked with
Ros Mengech by Saturday 16 September.
Ros Mengech (07852 584688)

ros_mengech@yahoo.co.uk

Stonesfield Gardening Club

As is our custom, we had no meeting in
August.

I'm sure we have all been busy in our
gardens and vegetable patches, enjoying
our green lawns and comparing yields with
last year, although it would be nice to be
able to spend more evenings outside!

Everything is growing well, but some heat
and sunshine to get things ripe would be
very welcome now — fingers crossed for the
proverbial Indian Summer.

Our September talk will take place on
Monday 4 at 7.30pm in the St James’
Centre, when we will welcome local garden
designer Lorraine Brodrick. She will be
talking to us about Future Proofing our
gardens, looking at designing for time,
resources and physical capability available.
Lots to talk about, I'm sure. Hope to see
you there.

Diane Bates

Secretary, Stonesfield Gardening Club

www.stonesfieldgardening.info
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Stonesfield Playing Field
Association

The Playing Field and its facilities are
owned by the Playing Field Association and
administered on behalf of the village by the
trustees of the association. The association
receives funding from a number of sources
including the footballers, cricket players,
tennis players, Sports and Social Club,
Parish Council and other occasional users.

Historically, the association has operated
on a shoestring budget, appealing to
various bodies for grants for large
expenditure. In recent years the Parish
Council has reduced its contribution to the
association, inflation and the lack of
volunteers has meant that the old
economic model no longer works. The
association is in danger of running out of
funds, which could result is some of the
facilities on the field being closed or
restricted.

The trustees are discussing plans to alter
the economics of the playing field to put it
on a more sustainable footing for the
future. As the current chair is retiring, the
association is looking for a new energetic
chair who can lead the organisation
forward. It is not an onerous task and can
be very rewarding, working with the team
of dedicated trustees. The only firm
commitment is chairing the monthly
trustees meeting. If you think that you can
help sustain one of the village's most
important assets please contact Frank
Huddleston on 01993 891785 or any other
member of the trustees.

Fiona Dangerfield (07814 112437)
Secretary, Stonesfield Playing Field Association

Stonesfield Food Group

Although we did not have any Socials or
Community Cafés over the summer, the
Food Group have been busy behind the
scenes, planning and supporting the
widespread availability of good food for
everyone in Stonesfield, by neighbours
helping neighbours.

Summer holiday vouchers We have
been able to support some households with
primary school aged children, with
additional funds (via vouchers) to help fill
that hungry gap when free school meals
aren’t available over the holidays. We are
grateful to Stonesfield Parish Council and
The Stonesfield Slate for helping us to
achieve this. Thanks also to Stonesfield
School for helping us to pass the vouchers
on to families who can use them.

Community Freezer Working with
Stonesfield Mutual Aid, we have been lucky
enough to source a chest freezer, thanks to
Stonesfield Parish Council, and to Dan
O’Gorman, who generously gave us a
discount on the price. We'll use it to
continue our mission to reduce food waste
by both cooking in advance when there is a
lot of food to rescue at the Oxford Food
Hub or to save delicious surplus meals
from the Social and Café, to be used at a
later date. We are so pleased to be able to
extend our work in this way!

We have been lucky enough to benefit from
more than 23 kilos of good food donated by
Garsington Opera at the end of their
performances. We are storing the
perishable items in our freezer for use in
the future. We are really grateful to
Garsington Opera for their kindness.

If you have a glut of vegetables in your
garden or allotment which you can’t use,
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and would like to donate to us, please get
in touch and our creative cooks will work
their magic!

Also needed is a fridge in good clean
condition, please get in touch if you can
help with this.

Emergency Meals Stonesfield Mutual
Aid group successfully supported the
community with emergency food parcels
during the Covid crisis. Together we are
continuing this project. If you are in need
of a food parcel, or know someone in
Stonesfield who is, please contact Kate
Harris, on 01993 898781; at 6 Brook Lane,
or via email at kateharris58 @yahoo.co.uk

If you are able to, you can support this
initiative by donating tinned meat pies,
hotdogs, meatballs, chicken, or ham. They
can be left in the brown box on the
doorstep of 6 Brook Lane.

Community Café The next Community
Café run by the Food Group members will
be on 2 September 10-2pm alongside the
repair café. Lunch will be served noon till
2pm or when we run out - if earlier!
Further attractions - the Neighbourhood
Plan team will be joining us.

Our bakers and soup makers have been
planning the menu — come along for a
delicious lunch or sweet treat! You can also
bring along your repairs if you’d like, but
the café is open to all.

Stonesfield Social We're all rested and
ready to go again on 12 September! We're
looking forward to seeing old friends and
new, catching up on the news from the
summer and sharing good food together.
We meet at the Village Hall on Tuesdays,
5 — 7pm, for free home cooked food, crafts
and a chat. Everyone is welcome. If you

would like to volunteer on a regular or
occasional basis, please get in touch.

Seniors’ Café Also starting up on 12
September, the Seniors’ Café offers a
chance to meet friends over tea, coffee and
homemade cake in a welcoming
atmosphere — a great way to spend a
Tuesday afternoon. Same times as before —
we’d love to see you between 3-4pm.

Stonesfield Environment
Group

The summer is always a bit quieter for us
but we do still keep up with our testing of
the Evenlode for pollutants and submitting
our data to the Citizen Science project, you
can read about it on the Earthwatch
website, www.earthwatch.org. Our
priorities remain tree planting and
improving the ecology of the Evenlode and
surrounding environment.

The thing about a river is, it's always
moving, coming to us from somewhere else
and leaving us to move on to our
neighbours. We really are all in this
together and what we do to our part of the
river impacts those downstream of us
much as the spilling of untreated sewage
by Thames Water into the river at Finstock
(and other upstream sites) affects us. To
that end we have been planning how to
coordinate with our neighbouring towns
and villages to work together and increase
the impact of our collective work.

We have plans for the year ahead, E. Coli
testing and perhaps a Riverday in
Stonesfield... so please do get in touch if
you want to be involved.

juliecurran0@gmail.com
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North Leigh History Society

Our new season gets underway on Tuesday
5 September when Antonia Kearney will be
talking about "The Unknown Churchill'. We
meet at 7.30 pm in the Memorial Hall in
North Leigh, 0X29 6SA. All are welcome.
Members £18 per year, visitors £4 per talk.
Further details are available from Diana
Power (01993 882301) or Robert Kyte at
kyterobert@gmail.com and 01993 880368.

In addition, best-selling author Shrabani
Basu will give 'Spy Princess' talk at
Ditchley Park at 7pm on Wednesday 6
September 2023 at Ditchley Park. Tickets
sold raise funds for Soldiers of Oxfordshire
Trust, in memory of former Trustee and
friend Major Tom Shannon. The talk will
highlight the story of Noor Inayat Khan,
the first woman radio operator to be
infiltrated into occupied France in 1943.
Based on interviews with her family,
colleagues and secret service records,
Shrabani Basu traces the journey of Noor
Inayat Khan from her early life in Paris as a
writer and a musician to her recruitment
by the British secret service, her valuable
work for the Allies, and final death in
Dachau concentration camp in September

1944.

As her circuit collapsed around her, she
remained the last link with London and
refused to abandon her post despite the
dangers. She was posthumously awarded

the George Cross for her extraordinary
bravery, and France honoured her with the
Croix de Guerre.

This talk has been organised in celebration
of the life of Major Tom Shannon, a friend
of Basu and former Trustee of the Soldiers
of Oxfordshire Museum, who sadly passed
away in August 2022. Proceeds from ticket
sales from this event support Soldiers of
Oxfordshire Trust. It is planned to be the
first in a series of lectures held in his
memory.

The co-founder of Oxford Metrics, Tom
had served as a Reservist in the Australian
Army, and in the Territorial Army in
Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire.
Alongside his Trusteeship of the county's
military museum, he was secretary of the
Army Benevolent Fund in
Buckinghamshire and a long serving
chairman of the Oxford Club.

The venue for this event will be the
magnificent Ditchley Park, with the ticket
price including a donation to the museum,
as well as drinks and canapés.

Tickets can be purchased from the
museum website, with virtual tickets to
watch the event live online also available
for those unable to attend in person.

Tickets: www.sofo.org.uk/whats-on/
Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum 01993
810 211 www.sofo.org.uk

STONESFIELD LUNCH CLUB

Stonesfield Lunch Club meets every Weds 11 till 2 (for members) at the St James’ Centre.
Lunch Club provides a social occasion, friendship and support for our more mature
residents along with refreshments, activities and a freshly cooked 2-course meal each week.

Volunteers are always welcomed for many roles and this is a lovely way to be involved
in village life. Contact me if you would like more information on becoming a member
or in volunteering.

Kate Harris 01993 898781 or kateharris58@yahoo.co.uk
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Church news

Stonesfield Methodist Church

Services for September

3 11am The Reverend Andrew Biggs
Holy Communion Service

10 11am Marjorie Brown
17 11am Peter Allen

24  11am David Sarbutts
Harvest Service

Come you thankful people, come!

Rain or shine the harvest season is here
once more. Golden fields of wheat are cut
and straw bales stand tall, glorious gifts
from God are ever present and are there
for the taking. It's time to come together
and give thanks to the many people who
strive to support the needs of others, at
home and away. The harvest brings such
an abundance of good things. Thoughts
can drift to those who have less easy days,
with summer nearly done and autumn
round the corner, a helping hand would
mean so much. At the Harvest Service on
the 24 September, gifts of a nourishing
kind will be gathered and sent off to the
Witney caring and sharing group, - long
sell-by dates if you please! On that day we
warmly welcome David Sarbutts, a past lay
Minister here, to lead our Worship. Do
come and join the celebration!

Kathleen Albért (891733)

Church of England Worship at
St James the Great,
Stonesfield

(Benefice of Stonesfield with
Combe Longa)

www.stonesfieldparishchurch.org

Rector: Rev Ralph Williamson,
rector@scbenefice.org, 01993 891872

Churchwarden: Lindsey Sellar
stonesfield @stonesfieldparishchurch.org

St James’ Centre bookings:
sjesbookings@gmail.com

For any enquiries or help, including
pastoral support, please do contact us.

From the Rector — New Learning

I always associate September with the
beginning of a new school or college year,
and I wonder whether you do too. Many of
us have been shaped by years of study, or
have been scarred by it, or have felt our
lives punctuated by ushering children
through the long process of education.
When September comes, our children and
young people, after a summer of relaxed
days, time with grandparents, family
holidays, travel with friends or damp
festivals, have to begin another academic
year and relearn the art of sitting still,
listening, reading and thinking. For some
this will be a delight, and for others, it will
be rather less so. As this September
arrives, I am conscious of how much has
changed in the world of learning in recent
years. The use of tablet computers in
school, smart boards, the digitisation of
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libraries and widespread access to online
resources was already well underway
before Covid struck, but since then the
revolution in learning has been
extraordinary. Like many of my age, I use
the internet a lot, but I now feel like a
dinosaur for also using reference books, or
for taking actual books on holiday. And I
wonder whether the Artificial Intelligence
revolution will soon change things again.

My father died a year ago this month, but
left behind lots of books, which I hope to
read one day. His own father had been a
postman in East London, who attended
improving lectures and concerts in his
limited free time, but passed on to my
father a love of learning. Whether we get
our learning from documentaries, on the
internet, from magazines or from books, I
believe it is important for us all to be
lifelong learners, to be open to new ideas,
to insights which will help us to experience
life with a new vitality. The world has so
much to teach us, and so many things to
share, which can enlarge our vision and
challenge our assumptions at any age.
There are always new things to learn, to
experience, to feel and to know. Not
novelty or distraction, but insight,
understanding and wisdom. One of the
things which has been missed by many
people in recent decades is an
understanding of the Bible, its context and
its message, even though it underpins so
much of our language, literature, culture,
politics, belief and history. It is never too
late to learn a language, an instrument, to
encounter another culture or to ride a
unicycle, and neither is it too late to begin
to understand the riches of the Bible’s
message of love, justice and grace. If you
are interested in learning how the
Christian message could change your own

understanding of life, the universe and
everything, please get in touch - as we hope
to begin a group who will meet weekly to
learn and discuss together this autumn.
Revd Ralph Williamson

Rector

Services

Sunday 3 September
[Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity]

8am Stonesfield Holy Communion

[BCP/said]
9.30am Combe All Age Worship
11am  Stonesfield All Age Worship

Sunday 10 September
[Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity]

8am Stonesfield Holy Communion

[BCP/said]

9.30am Combe Parish Communion

11am Stonesfield Parish Communion

Sunday 17 September
[Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity]

8am Stonesfield Holy Communion

[BCP/said]

9.30am Combe Parish Communion

11am Stonesfield Parish Communion

Sunday 24 September
[Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity]

8am Stonesfield Holy Communion

[BCP/said]

9.30am Combe Parish Communion

11am Stonesfield Parish Communion

5pm Combe Evensong

22 Sept 2023 Stonesfield Slate



Wednesdays

9.30am Stonesfield Holy Communion
(6,20 & 27 Sept)
Combe

11am Morning Prayer

(6 & 20 Sept)

Roman Catholic Worship
Transfiguration

On August 6 we celebrated the Feast of the
Transfiguration, an important feast in the
liturgical calendar. Most denominations in
the Christian Communion commemorate
Jesus’ Transfiguration which is recorded in
three of the four Gospels. We are told
(Mark 9:2—13; Matthew 17:1—13; Luke
9:28-36) of the occasion upon which Jesus
Christ took three of his disciples, Peter,
James, and John, up on a mountain, where
Moses and Elijah appeared and Jesus was
transfigured, his face and clothes becoming
dazzlingly bright.

The Transfiguration reiterates God as a
threefold figure, all coequal: (1) as Creator,
Lord of the history of salvation, Father,
and Judge, as revealed in the Old
Testament; (2) as the Lord who, in the
incarnated figure of Jesus Christ, lived
among human beings and was present in
their midst as the “Resurrected One”; and
(3) as the Holy Spirit: the Giver of Life and
Love. Matt. 17. [5] ‘And as he was yet
speaking, behold a bright cloud
overshadowed them. And lo a voice out of
the cloud, saying: This is my beloved Son,
in whom I am well pleased: hear ye him.’
This in effect repeats that of Jesus’
Baptism: Matt 3. (16-17) ‘And Jesus being
baptised, forthwith came out of the water:
and lo, the heavens were opened to him:
and he saw the Spirit of God descending as
a dove, and coming upon him. And behold

a voice from heaven saying: This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.’

The Transfiguration represents the end of
Jesus’ earthly mission to humanity;
thereafter it is His apostles and disciples
who are charged with spreading the ‘good
news’ of the Gospels and Christ’s teaching.
Their continuing mission is to transfigure
us all, by reminding us that Jesus was fully
God and wholly man who lived, died and
was resurrected for us.

Holy Mass
Sunday Mass at 9.15am

Wednesdays and Fridays at 9.15am

For parish updates, any further
information and further support, please
see www.stteresaschurch- charlbury.com/
Or contact Fr. Clive Dytor, parish priest:
fr.clive.dytor@rcaob.org.uk

Roman Catholic Community in Stonesfield

A record of some recent
weddings and funerals:

Weddings
13 July: Peter Miller and Rosie Evans

Congratulations and God’s richest blessing.

Funerals

11July: David Brooks

3 August: Janet Melrose
11 August: Simon Fieldwick

Our prayers are for family and friends at
this time.

Editor’s note: If you wish a wedding or a
funeral to be recorded in The Slate then
please send details to me at
slate@stonesfield.online
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best-ones®
Suriya Express
& Post Office

1 Pendle Court, Pond Hill, Stonesfield
Tel/Fax 01993 898379

Bread & Pastries
Fine range of Groceries
Fruit & Vegetables
Beers, Wines & Spirits
New range of Organic Products
Dry Cleaning

Opening hours:
Monday to Friday 7am—8pm
Saturday and Sunday 8am—8pm*
Bank Holidays 8am—8pm*

*P.O. closed on Sundays & on Bank Holidays

WOODSTOCK TAXI SERVICE
07766 743081

T A
TOWNHOUSE

—=@ EXECUTIVE TRAVEL @=—

* Day trips & tours
¢ Weddings & Proms
* Shopping trips

¢ Airports & Stations
* Hospitals & Schools
¢ Theatres & Restaurants

Our friendly team includes female drivers
www.townhousewoodstock.co.uk

24

ROOFIX

All aspects of roof work undertaken

Slates - Tiles ¢ Flat roofs
Chimneys -+ Valleys  Leadwork
Moss clearance
UPVC fascias * Soffits « Gutters
Advice and estimates free
Freephone
0800 955 5063

Mobile
07817 792194

oo e

Are you local?

. You could advertise your
' business here from
£3 per month.

The Slate is free and 900 copies
are delivered monthly to all
households in Stonesfield
and Fawler.

. For details email .
: slate-ads@stonesfield.online :

Stonesfield Slate
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PEST CONTROL

Your local family run pest control company.
Let us take care of your home and make it
pest free. Call our office for a free pest
control survey. Fully trained and insured pest

control experts.
i 07481553551
salesaoxfordshirepestcontrol.uk
Www.Oxfordshirepestcontrol.uk

@

Resilience
PILATES

Back or Joint Pain?
Pre or post operative rehabilitation?
Need to improve strength or fitness?
Feeling stiff and inflexible?

Address muscle imbalances, improve
posture, develop your core and build
fitness through individual Pilates
sessions in our Stonesfield studio with
reformers, tower, chair and more

Call Lucy on 07484901615 or email
info@resiliencepilates.co.uk

‘iI‘NK RIBBON"(OGRAM

Post-Operative Workout Enhancing Recovery

LiB,

@@

GARDEN
DESIGNE

Looking to improve your outside
space but stuck for ideas on how
to make the most of it?

« Want somewhere to entertain?
+ Aspace for your children to play?

+ Ormaybe you just need a quiet
place to relax, a calming, scented
corner, just for you?

| can provide a full garden design, planting plans or
asimple garden report - some ideas of how you could
best use your outdoor space and the types of plants
that you like and would suit the environment.

CONTACT LORRAINE:
lorraine @cotswoldgardendesigner.co.uk

07516262560
www.cotswoldgardendesigner.co.uk
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Enjoyable and friendly
art classes

Drawing and painting
Still Life

For more information contact
gabrielekern31@gmail.com

Dog-walking service

Do you work long hours and feel that your
dog is not getting the attention and exercise
that it needs? | run a dog-walking service
for Stonesfield and surrounding areas. |
have public liability insurance for peace of
mind. Please feel free to call for a quote.
Katrina 01993 891131 / 07824357690
katrinamoss1979@icloud.com

4 ’/ Y
windrushgroup

print | design | web | large format

Celebrating our 50th anniversary,
we have been delivering our print
expertise to a wide variety of clients
from the smallest personal project
through to much larger organisations.
We pride ourselves in delivering the
same level of service for all.

CELEBRATING
N th

q

YEAR IN BUSINESS

*
01993 772197

Chris@windrushgroup.co.uk
www.windrushgroup.co.uk
Windrush Group, Windrush House, Avenue Two,
Station Lane,Witney, Oxfordshire OX28 4XW

\

ANAN —~—
(v

Made to Measure
blinds and curtains

Complete home service
from measure to fitting

WWW.WINDOWDESIGN.CO

BLINDS AND CURTAINS

01993 870606

Huge range of fabrics

Fabric showroom open
by appointment
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M J Fyson BA BA VetMB MRCVS

The Coach House Veterinary Clinic Ltd C
Wroslyn Road O A H
Freeland (/

Nr. Witney 2
Oxon OX29 8AQ

E-mail: coachhousevet@outlook.com

"'
We are a traditional independent small animal L FREELAND G

. .. OXON
Veterinary Clinic &

| vewrnay Hne 7w

e Opening hours: Mon-Fri 08:00-18:30, Sat 09:00-12:00

o Consultations by appointment only, please phone 01993 880551
e Friendly personal service for dogs, cats and small furries

e Stockists of Symply and Canagan pet foods

¢ Follow us on Facebook: Coach House Veterinary Clinic

01993 880551

www.coachhousevetsclinic.co.uk

Roberts Garden Machinery Ltd

* Professional servicing and repairs of
most makes of garden machinery

Rob Atkinson

Member of the

Chartered Institute of Building * New & second-hand machinery supplied

* Collection & delivery by arrangement

.
General property & =1 18 years’ experience with LAWNMOWER SALES & SERVICE
maintenance and e Open 8-5 Monday-Friday, 8-12 Saturday
high quality DIY (_‘W Unit H5, New Yatt Business Centre, New Yatt, 0X29 6TJ

Tel: 01993 881320 or email: robert.milloini@ btinternet.com

General repairs

All carpentry - Decorating
Minor plumbing

Prompt, reliable and
recommended service

No job too small JEM o NO FUSSs
Tel: 07876-275300 *NO MESS ¢
robatkinson.ajdw@gmail.com CHIMNEY o NO PROBLEM e
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ACE

Car Repairs and Servicing

01993 700041

SERVICING, BRAKES, CLUTCHES, AIR CONDITIONING, EXHAUSTS,

DIAGNOSTICS,

MOT’'S PREPARED AND ARRANGED

Alan Claridge Engineering is a garage in Witney that has been repairing

cars for over 30 years. |

now live in Stonesfield and will collect your car

from your house and deliver it back free of charge. | service and repair all

makes of car so pl

ease call me to arrange an appointment.

A.L. SOLE & SON

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Bidston Close - Over Norton - Chij
01608 6441

g Norton - OX7 5PP

b Golden
@ (?hnrwr '*

PELLMANS

Solicitors

e Business, Agricultural and Employment
Law
Contracts, Legal Compliance & Disputes

e Property
Buying & Selling Homes, Commercial
& Agricultural

¢ Wills, Probate and Trusts
Tax Planning, Lasting Powers of Attorney
& Elderly Client Advice

01865 884400

www.pellmans.co.uk
1 Abbey Street, Eynsham, Oxford OX29 4TB

Home visits and evening appointments available

28
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THAMES VALLEY
TREE C ARBgiEsS

Founded in Stonesfield.
Providing a professional, reliable and
innovative service in all aspects of tree

surgery and hedge management

FREE no obligation quote

Tel: 01993 891381
Mob: 07971018279
Email: info@tvireecare.co.uk
www.tvtreecare.co.uk

COMPUTER PROBLEM?

DON’T WORRY — HELP IS AT HAND!
With a happy smile and definitely no jargon,
we’ve been helping users and their computers
for over thirty years. We have extensive
experience of the University system, and we
know all about Apple Macs TOO!

RING BoB ON: 01865 880600 / 07768 732123

We come to you with same day service if possible.
We don’t charge for the call-out or if we can’t fix it.

Sewing & Alterations
. . . to make that garment fit you!

Fittings, hem levels, and a varied range of
alteration and sewing work carried out.
Dresses, Skirts, Tops, Shirts, Jackets,
Trousers, Curtains, Cushions and beyond!

Louise Everett-Brown
lou.smileyl@btinternet.com
01993 813873

DIRTY CARPETS, UPHOLSTERY, RUGS

Most carpets dry within the
hour

Unbeatahle results, removes
almost all spots & stains

lp7 GRIMEBUSTERS
01993 868924 01865726983
WWW.g imehusters.co
Tracey Keeling

Personal Trainer
The Older Adult Training Specialist

' HARDEN

Any age is the right age to exercise.
(Face to face or on-line)

07977 228756
www.hardenhealthandfitness.co.uk

@

Lighting Your Way Into The Future

STEPHEN J. WILEY
ELECTRICIAN

Additions ° Alterations < Rewiring
Surveys ° Security Lighting
Cookers * Showers
Telephone Points

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Tel (01993) 882778/881409

90 Main Road, Long Hanborough, Witney, OX29 8JY
Stephen.Wiley @btconnect.com
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XAD

Stonesfield's new Architecture and Design Studio

All planning applications
Listed building consents
Building Surveys
Renovations,

Need advice? We are happy to help,

https:/ /mm instagram.com
/oxa.design/

conversions and new build projects
Full design packages from concept to construction

feel free to call us

[l

= \VTI-T""‘—;? .

A | lfj ;1‘—

] 1[ LIl

G Andrew 07462879191

Andrew A. Adams FCCA

Chartered Certified Accountant
Quality personal service for your
Accounting, Taxation and Business needs
Competitive fees agreed in advance
Free initial meeting

Telephone: 07790 854574
01993 891280
Email: aaadams@TalkTalk.net

Foot Health Professional

Joanna Attridge
MCFHP MAFHP

07961 620 292

joannafoothealth@gmail.com

www.joannasfoothealth.co.uk

30

onevillageldelsy

One place to go
for interiors

Online & On the A44
in Woodstock

cial
PN e,

A
(o
RQWORKINGWITH ©

CRAFTMAKERS' CO-OPS
IN ASIA & AFRICA
SINCE 1979
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S{on%ﬁeld
TOWN&COUNTRY ap Company
TREES LIMITED Luxury, natural artisan soap and
aromatherapy skincare products,
handmade in Stonesfield.
ARB A ed | v
E°”£:i:"‘/“" Speciality orders undertaken.
. Tanya Bainbridge
A tree surgery company with West Winds, The iings,
R 4 tonesfiel
the integrity you can trust. 01993 891949
B o8 i Visits by appointment
M(fbll(e) :’7594756 2238;)0 www.stonesfieldsoap.com  info@stonesfieldsoap.com

Email: info@townandcountrytrees.co.uk 1i il G /

www.townandcountrytrees.co.uk

~. et

4= PerfectFinish

=

Hand Ironing Service
e Fully Insured
e Collection & delivery
e Shirt ironing and hanging service
e Clothing, bedding and linen
e Based in Stonesfield
Contact Marie: 07969 685 479

perfectfinishironing@hotmail.com
www.perfectfinishironing.co.uk
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JUNIOR TAE KWON-DO

The Korean art of Self-Defence

Develop your children’s self-
confidence, concentration and help
them to learn respect for themselves
and others.

New lessons developed to be fun and
informative for ages 5-17.
Stonesfield Village Hall
Mon and Thur: 5.30-6.30pm

**Come and try a complimentary session**

ITF registered international instructor
James Kumar CRB vetted

Further information, contact James
01865 772883 07788 583 965
Jameskumar@hotmail.co.uk

Stonesfield Tennis Club
The club was established over
100 years ago with
membership open to all at
very competitive subscription
rates. The two astro-turf tennis
courts were re-laid in 2018
and are in excellent condition
with plenty of court availability.

Phone: 07795 441986
(Andrew Tacon; Chairman)

Website:
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/
StonesfieldTennisClub

Email: stonesfieldtc@gmail.com
Facebook:@stonesfieldtennisclub
Instagram: @stonesfieldtennis

32

Andrew Brady
GARDENING SERVICES

Mowing (striped)

Hedges (incl. box balls etc.)
Tidying

Strimming

Plant care

Borders

Etc.

Full day (8hrs) £160 Half day (4hrs) £90

07921 585 187

) f
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New Miss Molly products in stock

Please note new shop hours now open 10am -3pm*
All picture framing by appointment only.
*Closed Tuesdays & Sundays
Cotswold Frames ~ Market St ~ Charlbury ~ OX7 3PL
01608 811805

www.cotswoldframes.co.uk
info@cotswoldframes.co.uk

COTSWOLD
FRAMES

GALLERY + GIFTS

Find us on

B8 Facebook

Maeve O'Donnell
Acupuncture

Acupuncture for stress reduction,
pain relief, arthritis, migraine, fatigue,
hormone imbalance, and more.

Appointments available at my Stonesfield
clinic or in your own home.

To find out more or arrange an initial
consultation please contact me on 01993
898102 /07791 278618

maeve@maeveodonnellacupuncture.co.uk
or visit
www.maeveodonnellacupuncture.co.uk
€1 @ maeveodonnellacupuncture

%@[Oﬂé @S;éafa/w

WILLS ~ PROBATE ~ POWERS OF ATTORNEY

INHERITANCE TAX PLANNING

Tel. 01993 811 792

Email info@woodstocklaw.co.uk

Woodstock Solicitors - 1* Floor - 32 New Road - Woodstock - OX20 1PB
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Imagine Life

if you had your own...

Hypnotherapy Gardener
Decorator
For help with anxiety, stress, Babysitter

pain control, insomnia, phobias,

unwanted habits, confidence and De-clutterer

self-esteem, exam and interview I can help you clear your clutter,
nerves. weed out your wardrobe and find
new homes for your unwanted items.
Dog Walker
Contact: Linda Flanigan Spring Cleaner
Clinical Hypnotherapist Moving House Help

GHR Registered & Member (Lic.) of National

Council for Hypnotherapy House & Pet Sitter...

Tel: 07866 360359 all rolled into one!
Email: linda@Ilfhypnotherapy.co.uk For one-off events or regular help
www.lfhypnotherapy.co.uk please contact Lindsey

hatsoffstudios2@gmail.com or call

01993 898620 07941 561471

MICHAEL PRICE & SON
PLASTERING

S oUn V\zd BOI’CV\ 58 Ticknell Piece Road

ALchemg C/rgstm. Bowl

Charlbury, OX7 3TW

South Letgh Village Hall

Tel 01608 811642
Mobile 07710 170049

Thursday evenings from 7.00pm-8.00pm

The vibrational frequencies of erystal bowls
have the ability to

o Effectively reduce stress and anxiety

o relieve physical pain

o tmprove mental and emotional clarity GEOFF BOOTH
o Cleanse and balance the chakras andscaping . quing . Wq"mg
o Stimudate the lmmne systen Driveways ¢ Fencing * Brickwork
Booking Ls essential as places are limited BUIdeg maintenance
Email ros@crystalsoundstherapy.com for details Garden maintenance
Insta @erystalsoundstherapy  www,crystalsoundstherapy.com Free qUOtcﬁonS

B

Mob: 07710 628248

CIM A
/\/ Email: geoffboothlandscaping@hotmail.com
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Rita Hutchings

Painter & Decorator
Internal & External.
Quality work.

Clean, efficient, friendly worker.

Contact me for free estimates.
01993 772078 or 07826 011560

PROBLEM FEET ?!

NAIL CUTTING. CORNS. CALLOUS.
HARD/DRY SKIN. FOOT MASSAGE.
TREATMENT IN THE COMFORT
OF YOUR OWN HOME!

Sharon Davies MCFHP/MAFHP
01993 891132/ 07941843353
OVER 18 YEARS EXPERIENCE
REGISTERED MEMBER OF THE BRITISH
ASSOCIATION OF FOOT HEALTH
PROFESSIONALS

&

i

BOWARDS
FIREWOOD

PRICE LIST

1 BUILDERS BAG £90.00
2 BUILDERS BAGS £175.00
3 BUILDERS BAGS £250.00

PRICE INCLUDES VAT AND DELIVERY WITHIN
10 MILES OF LONG HANBOROUGH

201993 880 500
™ info@bowards.co.uk

Bed and Breakfast
at Combe

For details
please view
www.greenclose.net
or call 01993 891223

A. K. P. DIXON

Home & Garden Maintenance
& General Handyman
For all those jobs you need doing
inside & outside — I’m your man!
Call Ade on 01993 813873
or 07825 631111
or email handymanade@btinternet.com

PJR Plumbing & Heating

* Installation

* Maintenance

* Repair & Service

* Gas Appliances & Safety Certificates

REGISTER

Tel: 01993 881069

500807

MOB: 07515 733398

D SJONES
BUILDING, ROOFING
&
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

All aspects of building, roofing and property maintenance undertaken
For all enquiries call or email
07496149990

dsjmaintenance@hotmail.com
Instagram: @dsjonesbuilding
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BATHROOM, PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEERS LTD

www.djrmiles.co.uk

O BATHROOM & PLUMBING

() GAS & OIL HEATING SYSTEMS

O RENEWABLE HEATING SYSTEMS

t: 01993 891533 m: 07860 142230

e: djirmbpheltd@yahoo.co.uk
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We care,
when it matters most.

An award-winning local family business
trusted by families for over 60 years
with a first class reputation for quality,
value and service.,

‘Invaluable support”
“‘Seamless arrangements”

“‘Nothing was too much”
“Sympathetic and professional”

Above are just some of the many touching
comments we have received about our service.
Learn more about us at

www.jerramsbrothers.co.uk or call us at any time.

Jerrams Brothers

Funerals Funeral planning Memorials Support Est. 1949

MEMBER

33 High Strest Woodstock OX20 1TE 01993 8711491
18 The Kidlington Centre, Kidlington OX5 2DL 01865 374444
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FLOWERS

FLOWERS

01993 627766

woodstock@flowersestateagents.com | flowersestateagents.com

LONDON HOUSE, 16 OXFORD STREET, WOODSTOCK. OX20 1T]
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Great Txperience Travel

Our fabulous new website:
www.greatexperiencetravel.co.uk
is now up and running

It has lots of exciting new features,
and we think that the website looks
great. However, it is still a ‘work in
progress’ and has to meet your needs.

! If you can see anything that we can
do which would make the site even
better or even easier to use, please do
let us know.

It doesn’t mean that we don’t want to see
you in the office.

This is still our No.1 priority.

The site will just help you find even more

holiday options and will make the service

that we can offer you even better.

Waterloo Walk,
High Street,
Witney,

OX28 6EU

Tel: 01993 627815
email:info@greatexperiencetravel.co.uk
www.greatexperiencetravel.co.uk.

SABTA ()

ABTA No, P7531
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ﬂ}e Stone.y‘ield
' Evenlode Bench

\ 7his bench was
created at the end
- of Well Lane for
all villagers to

Ly have a restful view
i of the Evenlode
meandering
through the

river valley

below Stonesfield
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