Issue No 525 June 2022

Stonesfield celebrates the

Jubilee —

and its history

Cliff Godfrey drove this splendid Union Jack
bedecked tractor, pulling a float for the
Coronation Carnival in 1953. It marked the
Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II, mirroring
the celebrations that took place in villages
and towns all over the country.

This June marks the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee — 70 years from 1952 when Princess
Elizabeth became Queen. Stonesfield will
celebrate again, and this issue outlines the
great variety of special events organised by
many different groups and individuals
throughout the village.

The Slate has been looking for people’s
memories of village celebrations at the time
of the Coronation, and this issue’s centre
pages show some of the results. We extend
our huge thanks to those who came forward
with these treasures; especially to Hebe
Godfrey for the picture of her husband. You

might like to check out this issue on the
village website (stonesfield.online) so you
can see the pictures in their full glory, in
colour.

At the same time the village website has been
collecting historic photos of Stonesfield and
has already started a webpage for them as a
permanent archive, with many more photos
to come. Here you can find pictures from the
1800s of a very different Stonesfield, more
recent photos showing the village as some
residents will remember it, and a 1987
recording of residents’ recollections.

During the research, we have found many
interesting stories and pictures of life in
Stonesfield in the past, and we hope to share
these in future issues of The Slate. If you
have any you could share, and also of this
Jubilee, please do contact the Editor (details
on p2).
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Do you want to send in an article but have no email?

Just call the editor (see below) who can arrange to collect your handwritten copy.

Disclaimer

The Stonesfield Slate is a village amenity, produced and distributed by volunteers. It
cannot be held responsible for any of the views expressed in its pages nor does it endorse
any of the products or services advertised.

Articles are solely the responsibility of the writers and their opinions do not necessarily
accord with those of the editors or publishers.

Whilst we strive to ensure all information is correct, we are not responsible for anything
that happens as a result of you using the information. If you find any errors or omissions
then please contact the Publisher and we will endeavour to correct them.

Dates for your diary are always subject to change. Please check with event organisers.

The editor and the publishers reserve the right to edit, shorten or omit any article
submitted.

Do you want to advertise?

For boxed ads please email slate-ads@stonesfield.online for full details of
availability, sizes, requirements and cost (which start at £3 per month).

Line ads: £2.00 per 30 words.
Advertisements should be emailed to Slate-ads@stonesfield.online by 10th of the month.

Line ads can also be delivered by hand to:
Diane & Paul Bates, Waterloo Barn, Laughton Hill, Stonesfield, OX29 8DY.

All advertisements must be paid for in advance.

Publishers Editor for July issue Copy:

Diane & Paul Bates, Viv Kendall Deadline for next issue 15 June
Waterloo Barn, Laughton Hill,  (891803) Please email copy to

Stonesfield, OX29 8DY slate@stonesfield.online slate@stonesfield.online

(898841) or contact the Editor by phone.

slate-pub@stonesfield.online

Editor Printer Advertising:

Viv Kendall Windrush Press, Witney Deadline for next issue 10 June
(891803) Advertisements to
slate@stonesfield.online ©TheStonesfieldSlate 2022 slate-ads@stonesfield.online

Current and past copies of the Slate are available at www.stonesfield.online
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Stonesfield’s Jubilee Celebrations

Stonesfield groups have joined together to create a month of
celebrations. Dates and details of all Jubilee events are on page 5.

Dates for your diary: June

1 Parish Council meeting St James’ Centre 7pm
1,15,22,29 West Oxon Community Choir St James’ Centre 7.30-9.30pm
1,8,15,22,29  Gatehouse Pilates Village Hall 9.30-10.30am
1,8,15,22,29  Hanna Bathe HITT Class Village Hall 7.15—8pm
1,8,15,22,29  Folk Dancing Village Hall 7.45—10pm
2,9,16,23,30 Book Break Library 12.30-2pm
2,6,9,13,16 Taekwondo Village Hall 5.30—6.30pm
2,9,16,23,30 Hanna Bathe HITT Class Village Hall 7.15—8pm
3,17, 24 Baby & Toddler Group Village Hall 10-12pm
6,13,20,27 Monday Coffee St James’ Centre 8.45-11.30am
7, 21 Carers Café Village Hall 10-12pm
7,14, 21,28  Zumba Village Hall 7-8pm
7,14, 21,28  Strong Nation HITT Class Village Hall 8.15-9.15pm
9,16,23, 30 Little Squirrels Sensory Play Village Hall 9.30-10.30am
10-12 Folk Dance Weekend Village Hall

11 Stonesfield Players’ Safari Supper  The Old Bakery, Boot St 7pm
12 Roman mosaics open Roman Villa 1lam-5pm
12 Open Village Gardens Chadlington 1-5pm
18,19 Open Days Bridewell Gardens 11am-4pm
19 Village Garage Sale , Café and Stalls Village Hall 11am-3pm
19 Steaming Day — Wheels Combe Mill 10.30am-5pm
20,23, 27,30 Taekwondo Village Hall 5.30—6.30pm
26 Stonesfield Open Gardens St James’ Centre 2-5pm
29 FoSL (Library) Open Meeting SSSC 7.15-9pm
July

2 Community Café and Repair Café  Village Hall 9.30am-12.30pm
3 St James’ Summer Party Manor garden 3.30-5pm
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Notices & news

Margaret Hales

We would like to thank family, friends and
neighbours for all the messages of love and
kindness, cards and flowers we have
received after the sudden loss of Margaret,
wife, mum and nanny.

A special thanks to Jerrams Brothers and
Roy Turner for guiding and supporting us
as a family over the past weeks

Bernard, Zena, Ric and Kate

Peter (Pops) Harris - Pete the
Plumber

I would like to say a huge thank you to all
of my friends and neighbours who have
been such a huge support to myself and my
family since Pete passed away. He is such a
huge loss to me and all of our relatives and
friends.

After being diagnosed with mesothelioma
(asbestos-related lung cancer) just before
Christmas, Pete’s health deteriorated very
rapidly and he fell asleep on 22 April.

He was such a vital member of the
community, with all the years he spent
fixing up tap washers and leaks in
Stonesfield and the surrounding villages,
and in later years making bird tables,
bandsaw boxes and other bits in his new
workshop, and also through his love of
playing bowls at the bowls club in
Charlbury. He will be greatly missed by us
all.

Debbie, Ricky, lain, Tracey, Mel and Lawrie

Contributions to The Slate

The editorial team and publishers are
conscious that not everyone has access to
email and/or a computer.

If you are in this situation and would like
to submit something for publication, please
get in touch with the Editor in order to
make alternative arrangements. We are
happy to collect something handwritten
from you or to take it down over the phone.

The Editor’s name and contact number
appear on page 2 of each issue.

The Editors

We are pleased to announce
our 100 Club winners for the May draw.

1st Prize - Number 6 - Hilary Armale:
£25.00

2nd Prize - Number 43 - Ben Brooks:
£10.00

Congratulations to you both!

Zena Rozee
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Stonesfield’s Jubilee Celebrations

Stonesfield groups have joined together to create a month of

celebrations. Please add these dates to your diaries.

Running throughout June

Red, White & Blue Planters at every house! Please create your jubilee planters to add to your bunting
to brighten Stonesfield. Send your photos to stonesfieldjubilee@gmail.com

Photo Competition — Photos of Stonesfield Old and new photos in the themes of nature, buildings
or village life. Under 10, | 1-18 & Adults sections. Please send your photos by 25 June to
stonesfieldjubilee@gmail.com. Judging will be on 26 June.Winning photos will be displayed in the Village Hall.

Calendar of Events

2 June Lighting the Jubilee Gas Beacon 9pm
Scouts will be leading the lighting of the Jubilee beacon at Glebe land — off Brook Lane.

3 June Stonesfield Toddlers’ Jubilee Party 10am - noon
Open to all the toddlers (up to age 3) in and around Stonesfield. Children must be accompanied by an adult.
Face painting, party food, music and games at Stonesfield Village Hall.

3 June Them Combe Boys 9pm

Local live music at the Stonesfield Sports & Social Club.

3 & 4 June Wedding dresses through the decades 10am - 5pm

A celebratory display of wedding dresses and photographs from the decades of the Queen's reign at St
James’ Church.

4 June Jubilee Community Café 10am - 2pm
Serving teas, coffees, luxury hot chocolates, cakes and sweet treats at the Village Hall. We’ll also be hosting a
Jubilee themed cake competition — entry is open to all ages and abilities. Please bring your cakes to
the Community Café for 10am on the day.

4 June Village Idiots 9pm

Local live music at the Stonesfield Sports & Social Club.

5 June Jubilee Tea and Cake 3.30pm
Everyone is very warmly invited - do join us at the St James Centre, followed by...

5 June Service for the Queen's Platinum Jubilee S5pm
Service of thanksgiving at St James the Great Church.

18 June The Stonesfield Players Actathon 2-5pm

The Stonesfield Players present an afternoon of off-the-cuff readings, sketches, one-act plays and extracts
exploring the decades of this Elizabethan era. Join in or just be entertained and eat cake at the Village Hall.
See separate item on page 7.

19 June Village Garage sale Ilam-3pm
Garage sales at Stonesfield Village Hall and around the village; buy your map (£1) & refreshments atVillage
Hall. Indoor stalls and car boot spaces available at the Village Hall — please enquire about booking and
register your ‘garage’ at stonesfieldjubilee@gmail.com by 4 June to be included in the information pack.
Registration is £5.

26 June Stonesfield Open Gardens 2pm - 5pm
Tickets (£5 per adult), maps, teas and plants on sale at St James’ Centre.

For further information, please look out on Nextdoor and the Stonesfield Village Hall Facebook page.
Flyers will be in the shop and distributed at all events. If you would like one emailed to you please request
one at stonesfieldjubliee@gmail.com.
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White Horse for sale again!

The owner of our village pub has notified
West Oxfordshire District Council that he
intends to sell, rather than re-open the
pub.

Spurred on by the support shown at our
AGM last month, we are relaunching the
BacktheWhiteHorse campaign to try to buy
the pub and open it as a member-owned,
community business. We want to see
Stonesfield and the surrounding area
benefit from a vibrant pub in our village
and will be making an offer.

This time the campaign has a head start.
As we reported at our AGM, the majority of
our members have very generously left

their money in our trust. We have also had
a number of messages of support from
friends and neighbours already who want
to invest, increase their number of shares
or make donations. We are working with
Plunkett and the Share Mark Scheme to re-
open our share scheme so that we can raise
the amount we think we will need. By the
time you read this we should be well
progressed with that, so please watch our
website for further updates.

We hope we will be successful this time.
Even if we are not, it is crucial that we
continue to show strong community
support for the pub, as that will help stop
any redevelopment of the site into housing.

Our AGM also re-elected Steve Callaghan
as our Chair, Pete Smyth as Treasurer and
newly elected Susan Rudlin as Vice Chair.
The other members of our committee have
kindly agreed to stand again and their
details can also be found on our website.

Stonesfield Community Pub committee

www.backthewhitehorse.com

Village Hall News

As we come into June, we are filled with
excitement for all the Jubilee events that
will be going ahead in our fabulous little
village over the next few weeks.

Big thanks yet again to all who turned out
in support of the Preschool’s Community
Café in May. We are so proud of how the
Community Café idea has been embraced,
organisations that need it, as well as an
amazing source of treats for the
community.

The Community Café runs on the first
Saturday of each month. The next one is
scheduled for Saturday 4 June in aid of
CJ's Mission, a non-profit organisation
founded in 2019 which supports families
with a child living in hospital. The founder
is a lovely lady, living in our community,
whose daughter was born very unwell and
she herself had to live in Oxford Children's
Hospital with her daughter for six months
after she was born. During this time she
realised, while there was incredible care
available for the child, the patient, there
was minimal-to-no support for the parents
whose lives had just turned upside down.

She founded CJ's Mission to support
families (parents and siblings especially)
who are experiencing life with a child living
in hospital. They provide weekly food
deliveries to Ronald McDonald House in
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Oxford, which allows families to live on the
hospital premises to be close to their child.
They also provide other home-from-home
comforts, treats on special occasions (e.g.
pancakes on pancake day, afternoon tea on
Mother's Day), and emergency admission
care packages and more. Do take a look at
www.cjsmission.org to find out more, or
pop along to the café and speak to Acacia,
who will be happy to answer any questions
you have.

On the day they will be running the café, in
the main hall there will be additional
seating and some children's Jubilee-
themed crafts and colouring free of charge,
so that parents can enjoy a hot drink while
it’s hot for once!

The Jubilee Themed Cake Competition is
free to enter; all that is required is that
cakes are brought to the Community Café
by 10am for judging. The cakes will then be
sold by the slice at the café.

Along with many Jubilee celebrations this
month, Stonesfield Folk Dance Club are
also holding their 50th Folk Dance
Weekend on 10-12 June. This year the
weekend opens with an Evening Dance,
7.30 — 10.30pm, with callers Frances
Richardson and Ivan Aitken, and the band
will be Keeping Thyme. It will be a mixed
programme of English Folk Dances, so
something for everyone.

On Saturday & Sunday we will work
through some interesting dances, new to
most of us. The sessions start at 10am and
on Saturday evening we have a dance from
7.30 — 10pm. Wychwayz Border Morris
will dance for us at Saturday lunchtime. On
Sunday we conclude with an afternoon
dance, finishing about 5pm. This weekend
is one of the major folk dancing events in
the UK and we expect dancers from

Cumbria to Cornwall. See
www.stonesfieldfolkdance.danceorg.uk for
more information.

If you are hoping to attend the Garage Sale
in the Village on Sunday 19 June, the
location maps will be on sale for £1 on the
day from Stonesfield Village Hall, where
there will also be refreshments available,
more stalls in the hall and a car boot.

Thank you to everyone for your continued
support.

Jacqueline Carthew (898919)
Secretary & Booking Clerk for Stonesfield
Village Hall

stonesfieldvh@gmail.com
facebook.com/stonesfieldvillagehall

The Stonesfield Players’
Actathon

The Stonesfield Players present an
afternoon of unrehearsed readings,
sketches, one-act plays and extracts
exploring the decades of this Elizabethan
era to celebrate the Queen's Platinum
Jubilee. Our aim is to keep going for three
hours without a break in the action. We
invite everyone in the village to join us,
either to take part or provide us with an
encouraging audience. People are welcome
to come and go during the afternoon.
Advance booking is not required but any
donations are welcome and refreshments
will be on sale. Do come along, join in or
cheer us on, or just enjoy some cake.

The Actathon will be at the Village Hall on
Saturday 18 June, from 2-5pm.

Andy Tacon (07795 441986)

andrew.tacon@outlook.com
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Stonesfield Players’
Safari Supper

After a long break the Stonesfield Players
are having another Safari Supper on

11 June. Please come and join us for lots of
fun, good food and a thoroughly enjoyable
evening. The gathering begins at The Old
Bakery, Boot Street for a selection of
starters, and then we take off ‘on safari'
around the village in small groups for our
main course and then again for pudding.
Finally, we gather together again for cheese
and coffee at the end of the evening. All
you need to bring is a bottle and a torch!

Tickets needed; £15.00 from Ros Mengech;
if you would like to join us please book by
5 June. Also if anyone is happy to act as a
host for either a main course or pudding
for six people, please let Ros know.

Ros Mengech (898276)
Ros_mengech@yahoo.co.uk

North Oxfordshire
Community Foodbank

The Foodbank has two plastic boxes in
Stonesfield Church, one inside and one in
the porch, and a single box just inside the
village shop. Food placed in these boxes is
collected on Friday mornings and driven
by a rota of drivers to Kidlington Baptist
Church, where it is sorted and distributed
to families in financial difficulty.

All long-life food placed in the boxes will
be gratefully received, particularly tinned
ham, tinned fish, tinned frankfurters and
tinned vegetables or fruit, but also pasta,
teabags and coffee. Unfortunately the
Foodbank is not equipped to handle fresh
food. Food can be placed in the boxes at
any time convenient to donors. When the
church is closed, the box in the porch is

still accessible and the box in the shop can
be reached during opening hours:

Monday to Friday: 7am — 8pm
Saturday and Sunday: 8am — 8pm
Please give anything you can. Thank you.

Peter Hughes (891018)

Stonesfield Lunch Club

The Lunch Club needs a volunteer Day
Organiser for one or two Wednesdays per
month, from about 10am to 2.30pm.

The Lunch Club provides a place for older
members of our community to enjoy
company and a home-cooked meal each
week. This involves a group of very friendly
volunteers who help to make it all work.
The Day Organiser opens up St James’
Centre, takes responsibility for the smooth
running of the day, and is supported by
several helpers. It’s a great way to be part
of the Community and you will work
alongside the other Day Organisers until
you feel confident to go it alone. Common
sense and reliability are the main
requirements and it is a lovely way to get
involved in a long-standing village club.

Please call Kate Harris (898781) for a chat.

We also need volunteers...

If you drive and wouldn’t mind giving a
Stonesfield resident a lift perhaps once a
month, would you think about joining our
Voluntary Transport Scheme as a driver?
Your expenses will be reimbursed.

We give people lifts to medical
appointments in Charlbury, Woodstock,
Witney and also to the Oxford and Banbury
hospitals and other medical centres. Our
clients find this invaluable if they don’t
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have their own transport, or if their family
and friends are unable to help.

We have a team of drivers and try to share
the requests out evenly so that no-one is
asked to give a lift too often. But a few of
our drivers have left us recently so we need
to build our numbers again.

COVID safety precautions are still in force
and guidance will be given on procedures.
Please do give me a call if you could help —
our lifts are such a help and so much
appreciated.

Viv Kendall (891803)

Churchfields allotment social

Thank you to all ‘Allotmenteers’ who were
able to make it down to the Churchfields
allotments for drinks and nibbles on
Sunday 24 April. It was exceptionally well
supported in attendance, by contribution
and (as we often note as gardeners) by that
most fickle participant, the weather.

Special thanks once again to Kate for
cutlery, crockery and consumables (most
especially the spring cocktails!) and to
Lucy and Jon for hosting the social on their
plot.

I'look forward to seeing you all over the
coming months and catching up on
everybody's progress, or otherwise,
throughout the coming season.

Deanna Asplundh

Open days at
Bridewell Gardens

Bridewell’s Open Days are on Saturday 18
and Sunday 19 June (with another on 11
September).

Bridewell Gardens provides a mental
health recovery service for West
Oxfordshire, supporting people who have
experienced severe and enduring mental
illness, through gardening and working
with nature.

A pop-up café in the garden offers tea and
cake, and there will be plants for sale, juice,
home-produced jams and chutneys and
our organic sparkling wine. Make a day of
it, bring a picnic blanket and relax in the
vineyard with friends and family. Dogs on
leads are very welcome.

We look forward to sharing our beautiful
gardens with you this year. No booking is
required; suggested donation is £5 per
person.

Bridewell Gardens, The Walled Garden,
Wilcote, Oxfordshire OX7 3DT
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North Leigh Roman Villa

Following a very successful Easter holiday
opening of the Roman mosaic, we are very
pleased to share the dates of future mosaic
openings over the Summer.

The mosaics will open between 11am —
5pm on:

Sunday 12 June
Saturday 23 and Sunday 24 July

Wednesday 10, Saturday 20 August and
Sunday 21 August

Saturday 17 and Sunday 18 September —
mosaic clean in action this weekend.

For more details about openings and
access to the site (which can be arduous if
you have mobility issues), please visit
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/
places/north-leigh-roman-villa/.

The mosaics re-opened to the public in
September 2019 for the first time in almost
30 years, thanks to the efforts of North
Leigh Roman Villa Volunteers, a local
group working with English Heritage.
Since then more than 3,600 visitors have
seen the mosaics, in spite of COVID
restrictions in 2020 and 2021.

The efforts of the two dozen volunteers
were recognised by a Heritage Alliance
Commendation Award for volunteering in
2020. In 2021 the Blenheim Bursary fund
awarded the group £5,000 to support
renovation of the site's Custodian's
Cottage. And at the start of 2022 North
Leigh was one of just 4 English Heritage
sites to be supported by a £1m Michael
Bishop Foundation donation. Visitor
donations made at the site now exceed
£1,650.

North Leigh Roman Villa Volunteers

Chadlington open gardens

Chadlington village gardens are opening
for the first time under the National
Garden Scheme, on Sunday 12 June from
1-5pm, in support of multiple medical
charities. Entry is £5 and prebooking is
recommended, at https://ngs.org.uk/view-
garden/43552.

Please share with friends and family —
everyone is very welcome!

Jane Bell (01608 676669)

Woodstock Museum: Children
and military lives

Opening on 2 June and running until 24
November 2022, Woodstock Museum’s
new exhibition will tell the stories of
children of serving British Armed Forces
personnel and their experiences of living
life in the military community, as well as
stories of children who become victims of
war, experiencing the effects of military
conflict - from Second World War evacuees
to today's refugees and asylum seekers.

The exhibition has a focus on Oxfordshire
people, so visitors can see and hear what
living through conflict is like first hand,
from recordings of evacuation memories to
present day accounts and art from children
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who arrive in the county and experience a
new culture here.

The exhibition will not only run
throughout both Armed Forces Day and
Refugee Week, but also the Queen's
Platinum Jubilee. To mark the Jubilee,
SOFO Museum will highlight the Queen's
own 'military childhood' and her Second
World War service in the ATS (Auxiliary
Territorial Service). It has gathered toys
from the 1940s to the present day, taking a
look at our enduring relationship with toys
that depict war, from tin soldiers of
yesterday to remote control drones of
today.

Combe Mill Steaming Event -
Wheels

We are hoping for another great turnout at
the latest Steaming Day at the Mill on
Sunday 19 June, 10.30am-5pm. We have
many wheels to see, made of many
different materials. Come and speak to our
volunteer experts at the Mill and learn
about the everyday and the special use of
wheels over the centuries.

We had a fabulous opening day in March
and we were very happy to welcome back
our old supporters alongside many visitors
who had never visited before. The sun
shone and it was particularly noticeable on
the shiny chrome of visiting Morgan Sports
cars — so beautiful — 4 wheelers, 3 wheelers

and one only big enough for teddies. These
were much enjoyed and coveted, filling the
top area of the car park nearest the Mill.
Just a reminder that we can accommodate
all sorts of groups to the Mill, for socials,
for meetings and school groups with
tailored learning needs.

As usual on Steaming Day, we will have a
full range of delicious refreshments both
hot and cold, sweet or savoury on offer.

New for 2022: Steaming Sunday 17 July
— Birds, Bees and Badgers — a celebration
of British Wildlife.

Tony Simmons (891851)

St James’ Summer Party -
Advance notice

Everyone is welcome to come to the Manor
garden on Sunday 3 July from 3.30-5pm,
for teas and to enjoy the gardens. There
will be a bouncy castle (supervised) and
plenty of space for children to run around.
It’s a time to relax, meet with friends and
get to know new local friends.

Come to the doorway in the Manor wall,
near the Cross. For anyone needing car
transport, come via the drive on the un-
tarmacked road opposite the War
Memorial, but please leave the car further
back off the drive.

The weather will kindly do its best to stay
fine, but there will be an unusual design of
large marquee to take refuge in if the rain
wants to enliven our party! See you there
on the day.

Charlotte Oakeshott (891222)
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Charity bike day: Advance
notice

This motorbike event is being held on 13
August at Stonesfield Playing Field, in
support of the British Heart Foundation,
Cancer Research and local charities FoSS,
Stonesfield Scouts and Chrissie's Owls.

Any village charity or organisation that
would like to have a stall, car boot stall, run
a raffle, tombola etc to raise funds for their
own organisation will also be very
welcome. For any local businesses wishing
to have a stall there will be a donation
charge, to go to the above charities. Please
let the organisers know as soon as possible
if you would like to participate. We will
give further details in the next issue.

Access to the field will be from 10am, with
the event starting at 12 noon.

Contact: Roger Evins (891715) or Andy
Gillam (898123 or 07443 596324)

Cold callers

Police Community Support has reported a
rise in ‘cold callers’ or ‘Nottingham
knockers’, particularly in Burford, Taynton
and Swinbrook. Although this is some way
away from Stonesfield, it is as well to be
aware and to take some precautions.

The police advise that you do not deal with
these people, do not pay cash on your
doorstep and never allow them into your
home. It is not rude to say no. Be aware of
cold calling activity and report it
immediately to the police.

Call 101 in a non-emergency, or 999 in an
emergency.

Be water aware

As the warmer weather arrives,
Oxfordshire County Council’s Fire and
Rescue Service has issued advice on safety
near the county’s waterways and lakes.
Drowning is among the leading causes of
accidental death in the UK, with ten lives
lost between 2020-22. Even on a warm
day, open water in a reservoir, quarry or
lake can remain very cold. Falling into
water while walking or running on uneven
paths alongside, or intentionally jumping
in can result in a cold shock response,
disorientation and hyperventilation. There
are also other hazards under the surface:
river currents, rocks and submerged
rubbish or fishing lines.

The advice if you should fall into cold water
is to lean back and float until you can
control your breathing.

Anyone witnessing someone in trouble in
the water should call 999 or 112 and shout
for help. Do not enter the water yourself
but throw in something that floats.

Police and community support

For information or advice on security
concerns, please contact

woodstockNHPT @thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
or call 101.

Another reminder

Please take your
dog's poo bags home
or bin them!

People do not
welcome filled dog
bags left in their
hedges.
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Politics & local affairs

Stonesfield Parish Council

The Parish Council’s May meeting was held
on 18 May; later than normal due to the
Council being required to avoid meetings
around the time of elections. An update
from the Council following the May
meeting and the Annual Parish Meeting
will follow in the July Slate and will also be
on the village website. The June meeting
will be on 1 June at 7pm, in St James’
Centre.

The Parish Councillors are in the process of
choosing an aerial photograph of the
village which will be printed and framed
for the Queen’s Jubilee. Thanks go to
Frank Huddleston for providing us with
some drone images.

The annual audit of accounts to the end of
March 2022 is in progress. The Clerk is
currently working on this, and details of
the finances will be published on the
website for easy viewing. It is expected that
internal audit by an independent auditor
will be completed in June, and the external
audit by external governance by the end of
September.

The Parish Council wishes to alert
residents to the planning application
relating to the expansion of Marlborough
School (see separate item under
Education, culture and more), as
many children in the village will plan to
attend the school.

Karen East, Parish Clerk
clerk@stonesfieldpc.uk
https://stonesfield.online

From our District Councillor

It has been a steep learning curve during
my first year as a District Councillor.
Despite having quite a bit of local
government experience, the role was quite
different from what I expected.

West Oxfordshire, over the past year, has
succeeded in many areas, from major,
international contributions such as the aid
project to home Ukrainian citizens, to the
slightly smaller project of the introduction
of Hedgehog Highways.

In my view, one of the more long-term
successes has been the introduction of
electric vehicle charging points in
Woodstock car park, looking toward a
more sustainable and environmentally
friendly future.

I couldn't, of course, write about the past
year without bringing up the 'C' word,
COVID. While this forced many West
Oxfordshire District Council projects to be
shelved, the Council did manage to keep
many local businesses afloat with support
to town centres, financial contributions to
1,712 local businesses and the planning
regulation support for outdoor dining,
aiding our hospitality industry.

Finally, an unprecedented cross-party
motion to openly question Thames Water’s
actions in recent years may prove to be the
beginning of a historic monitoring process
that could hopefully improve the
biodiversity within our rivers.
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Looking forward, it seems we may have
slightly more influence over decisions in
West Oxfordshire in the coming year. I
would encourage anyone and everyone to
continue to contact me.

Thank you to everyone for your support
over the last year and I look forward to
achieving more in the next.

Mathew Parkinson

Mathew.parkinson@westoxon.gov.uk

News from West Oxfordshire
May local elections - 5 May

In West Oxfordshire District Council, a
third of the Council's seats were elected
and the Conservatives lost control for the
first time in 22 years, winning four of the
16 seats available. Two cabinet members,
including the authority's long-serving
deputy leader David Harvey, lost their
seats to Labour and Liberal Democrat
candidates respectively.

Labour retained control of Oxford City
Council but lost some ground to opposition
parties. Half of its 48 seats were elected:
Labour won 15, the Greens four, the Lib
Dems four and an independent won one.
The Labour councillors returned included
leader Susan Brown and deputy leader Ed
Turner. Labour now have 32 seats, the Lib
Dems nine, the Greens six and an
independent one.

The Conservatives retained control of
Cherwell District Council, though the
Greens, Labour and Lib Dems all gained
seats. In the Vale of White Horse, a by-
election was held in the Steventon and the
Hanneys ward won by Lib Dem Sally
Povolotsky. There were no district council
elections in South Oxfordshire.

West Oxfordshire District Council
changes

At its Annual General Meeting on 18 May,
the Council voted in a new leader and
administration for West Oxfordshire
District Council.

This follows the local elections on 5 May
2022 which left no political party with an
overall majority. A total of 25 of the 49
seats are required to form a majority and
no one individual party reached this
number.

The split of councillors by party following
the election was:

Conservative 20
Liberal Democrats 15
Labour/Labour and Co-operative 9
Independent 3
Green Party 2

The Liberal Democrat, Labour and Green
groups have now agreed to form a new
administration to run the Council and will
be known locally as the 'West Oxfordshire
Alliance’.

The new Council Leader is Councillor Andy
Graham and the Deputy Leader is
Councillor Duncan Enright (who will also
take on the Economic Development
portfolio). The new Cabinet members for
the Council also include:

ClIr Dan Levy (Lib Dem) — Finance

ClIr Carl Ryatt (Lib Dem) — Planning and
Sustainable Development

Cllr Mathew Parkinson (Lib Dem) —
Customer Delivery

ClIr Joy Aitman (Labour) — Stronger,
Healthy Communities

ClIr Geoff Saul (Labour) — Housing and
Social Welfare

Cllr Lidia Arciszewska (Lib Dem) —
Environment
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ClIr Andrew Prosser (Green) — Climate
Change

Councillor Andy Graham, the new Leader
of the Council, said: 'T am incredibly
excited to form this new cabinet with
colleagues from across our West
Oxfordshire Alliance and to be Leader at
West Oxfordshire District Council.

"We will be starting work straight away
with officers to set the priorities for this
administration and deliver on behalf of all
the residents, communities and businesses
across West Oxfordshire.'

From our MP - Robert Courts
HSBC Safe Spaces

HSBC has now launched Safe Spaces in
each of their branches. This means that
anyone experiencing domestic abuse can
walk into an HSBC UK branch and access a
Safe Space, where they can seek support
and advice from specialist trained staff.
There is now a Safe Space at the Witney
HSBC branch, and I would encourage
anybody who may want to, to visit and
access the specialist support provided.

Government plan to tackle storm
overflows

The Government has launched its
consultation on the Storm Overflows
Discharge Reduction Plan, which proposes
transformational changes to our sewage
system, ensuring a significant reduction in
the use of storm overflows. Responses to
the consultation will be taken into account
and the Discharge Reduction Plan has to
be published by the Government by
September.

Under the plans, water companies will face
strict limits on when they can use storm
overflows and must completely eliminate

the harm any storm sewage discharges
cause to the environment. The consultation
outlines how water companies are expected
to achieve these targets, including mapping
their sewer networks, reducing surface
water connections and engaging in long-
term collaborative planning.

It also details a new monitoring and
reporting framework as legislated for in the
Environment Act, which will significantly
improve the ability of both Ofwat and the
Environment Agency to take enforcement
action where needed.

In the meantime Wolvercote Mill Stream
has become only the second river site in
the country to be granted bathing water
quality status, which means that weekly
water quality reports will be published.

Fly-Tipping

New measures published by the
Government to combat fly-tipping have
been welcomed — it’s a crime which poses a

risk to public health and the environment,
and costs up to £392 million a year.

The plans include ensuring that recycling
and correct disposal of rubbish is free,
accessible and easy for households,
including free disposal of DIY waste. New
grant funding will enable Local Authorities
to clamp down on fly-tipping, and some
Councils in England will be awarded grants
to tackle fly-tipping through innovative
trial projects, including CCTV to target
hotspots. A consultation will also be
launched on the use of booking systems at
recycling centres, and the Environment
Agency will gain extra funding to tackle
waste crime and new powers to force rogue
operators to clean up their waste.

Robert Courts MP

robert.courts.mp@parliament.uk
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Education, culture & more

Stonesfield Primary School

I have made the difficult decision to step
down as headteacher of Stonesfield
Primary School at the end of the summer
term. It has been an honour and privilege
to lead the school during the last four
years.

I am proud of the journey the school has
been on during my headship, and leave
knowing Stonesfield Primary School offers
an excellent education to our pupils. Our
culture of high academic expectations and
standards, coupled with our unrivalled
pastoral and SEND support, benefits all
our children. It has been a pleasure to see
pupils thrive and flourish, both in and out
of the classroom. Our team staff are skilled,
dedicated and compassionate, and see
everything through the eyes of our
children. Every decision made at
Stonesfield Primary School is taken with
children’s best interests at heart. Empathy,
kindness and respect are the foundations
this school is built on and the values we
promote passionately.

Personally, headship has been both
rewarding and challenging in equal
measure. The last two years have been
unprecedented while leading the school
through a pandemic and the job has
consumed my life. My wife and two young
children deserve to spend more quality
time with me and an improved work-life
balance is at the forefront of this decision,
along with the desire to pursue new
professional challenges. Governors are
working with Oxfordshire Country Council

to recruit Stonesfield’s next head teacher
and I have every confidence the school will
continue to be a wonderful asset for our
village.

Finally, a huge thanks to all who supported
our recent summer fete. Friends of
Stonesfield School (FoSS) did a brilliant
job of organising and raising much-needed
funds for the school. Money raised is going
towards a new outdoor classroom, and our
outdoor environment for our youngest
children is having an exciting revamp.

Ben Trevail
Head teacher

The Marilborough School,
Woodstock — Consultation
closes 10 June

The Governors of The Marlborough C of E
School have opened a consultation on a
proposal to permanently expand the school
by 30 children in each year group (years 77
to 11, 150 students in total), starting from
September 2024. Additional pupils would
be annually admitted into Year 7 only, to
increase the capacity of the school
gradually.

The expansion is needed to meet the
additional demand for school places from
new houses in the area and would require a
new building on the school site, which
would be subject to a planning decision.
The school is popular and oversubscribed,
and this expansion would meet the needs
of local families who might find themselves
unable to access a place at the school as
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they are displaced by new housing that is
more local to the school site.

Details of the consultation are available
on www.marlborough.oxon.sch.uk.
Comments on the proposal are invited via
the online form on the same website, or
can be sent to the governors at: Shipton
Road, Woodstock, Oxon. OX20 1LP. The
consultation will close on Friday 10 June
2022.

The Department for Education will make
the final decision as to whether the school
can expand. If the proposal is agreed, a
building project will start with an intended
completion date of September 2024.
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Stonesfield Library
The Library is open as follows:

Monday 2.30 — 7pm
Wednesday 10am — 12 noon
Thursday 2.30 — 5pm
Saturday 10am — 12 noon.

Stonesfield Library telephone: 898187

Have you been to the library lately? Did
you know that you have access to upwards
of a million books through the library
lending service? It’s a fantastic resource
which we don’t want to lose, so please use!
We also now have a jigsaw swap box, so
bring your jigsaw along.

We are having a meeting for Volunteers,
sixteen of us at the moment, at the Sports
and Social Club on Wednesday 29 June 29,
7.15-9pm. Please come along to find out
what we do. There’s no obligation to
become a volunteer, but of course we’d love
to have more!

Val Phillips (891455)
Friends of Stonesfield Library

FoSL: Friends of
Stonesfield Library

Open to anyone who wants to help keep
our village library open.

We have been providing voluntary cover
for half of the existing library hours
(about 6 hours a week) since the library
service was cut back.

For further details, or to join us, please
contact Mike Pollitt

01993 891856,
mikepollitt@btopenworld.com

I’m a Reader...

Another in the series: the Friends of
Stonesfield Library (FoSL) thought it
might be interesting to interview visitors to
the library, to give everyone a sense of the
library as a living part of the community
and to give this vital village facility more of
the attention it needs.

Lauren Normanton, 38

Lauren grew up in Stonesfield. After years
abroad, including 13 in Calgary, Canada,
where her three children were born, she
returned to the village five years ago. While
the family’s return was not solely
prompted by Lauren missing the library,
no one should doubt the tug on the
heartstrings of the old place.

‘T've been using the library for as long as I
can remember,’ says a wistful Lauren. ‘I
remember being old enough to go on my
own on my bike.” She became obsessed
with the young adult thriller series ‘Point
Horror’: ‘They were all the rage, but they
cost five pounds each, two weeks’ pocket
money, so it was great to get them free in
the library’. The series was very popular
with teenage girls but, as so often, did not
meet with great critical approval, with one
literary historian pointing out that readers
expected female characters to be ‘upset,
killed or dumped’. No doubt this only
added to the thrill.

In the sixth form, Lauren admits that time
at the library was gradually displaced by
time in the pub. Then, one gap year turned
into three and she wound up studying
zoology at the University of Calgary. She
belonged to libraries in Canada, and they
were excellent: ‘big and new...but much
less personal. Because the Stonesfield
library is so small, people talk to you when
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you'’re in there. The smell of the library, the
combination of the books and the village
hall is very nostalgic to me.’

A favourite recent book was one she
spotted on the quick read section:
‘Anatomy of a Scandal’ by Sarah Vaughn.
‘T’d heard nothing about it, but I thought it
was excellent, then, just a few weeks later,
I heard it was being filmed by Netflix with
Rupert Friend as the male lead, which is
always strange for me, as he was in my
brother’s year at school.’

She is part of an online book group and
takes part in the 52-book challenge, the
goal being to read a book every week in the
year. However, she stormed past this — last
year she read 98 books and this year is
hoping to hit triple figures. With three
children, Alice (15), James (11) and Mimi
(9) to look after, her partner Gerrod
working in Canada, plus part time work,
you might wonder where Lauren finds the
time. However, as a parent carer (her son
has special needs and wakes frequently in
the night and usually is up by four in the
morning), she admits: ‘my life is stressful
and there is a lot of chaos; to sit and read
fiction is my way to relax. I read first thing
in the morning. Otherwise,” she shudders,
‘T’d just be scrolling through the phone’.

Eleanor Bailey

Blenheim’s sweet
conservation project

The Blenheim Estate is joining forces with
Rowse Honey on a major conservation
project to create a sustainable nectar
source for local wild bees and other
pollinators, as well as introducing new
habitats for insects and birds, in and
around the Oxfordshire estate.

At least 50 acres of pollinator-rich
meadows will be created over five years on
agricultural land, and new research funded
into the role that pollinators have in
farmed landscapes. Over 70 different
species of native wildflowers will be
introduced and 200km of hedgerow will be
planted.

Dozens of wild honey bee colonies have
been discovered living in the ancient
woodland at Blenheim. It is hoped the
wildflower meadows will enable the
existing population of wild honey bees and
other invertebrates living in the ancient
woodland to expand and colonise
surrounding areas.

Reports conclude that approximately 97%
of wildflower areas and approximately
118,000 miles (c.50%) of hedgerows have
disappeared in the UK since World War II,
due largely to intensive farming methods.
This loss of habitat and forage supply,
along with disease, have caused
populations of pollinating insects to
dwindle.

Nature Notes: EIm trees
around Stonesfield

The humps, bumps and holes of the
Stonesfield slate industry are easily seen.
Less easy to see are the elm trees in our
landscape, marking sites where majestic
elms once stood. (Check the paintings of
John Constable for mature elm trees.)

Since the 60s and 70s, the bark beetle has
spread a fungus which killed about 25
million elm trees. A few have been immune
to the fungus and give hope that more
immune trees can be grown.

Setting off down the Combe road, this is an
ideal time of year to spot the wych elms
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growing on the right hand side just after
the entrance to the manor. Wych elm is the
true native, with a softer wood than the
common elm. It flowers in early spring,
with clusters of red and purple along twigs
and branches. It is seeds from these early
flowers that will produce the next trees,
growing to about 30 feet before they
succumb to Dutch elm disease. The young
wych elm trees (not old enough for flowers)
can look like young hazel, but look closely
at the leaves as all elm leaves have an
asymmetric base.

It is thought that common elms were
introduced in the Bronze Age. The harder
wood is water resistant; it blunts chainsaws
and has even been used in the past for
water pipes (found in Bristol and Reading).

Keep going and turn right in the dip, taking
the path above Bagg’s Bottom. Pass the old
slate mines in the field on your right, and

on the left you will begin to see the elm tree
suckers, growing away until the trunk
reaches a good log size, when the fungus
gets a grip and the young trees die off
before they are old enough to produce
seeds.

Downbhill to the river and into Stockey
Bottom — here we have a considerable
number of wych elms. They are along the
bottom and top edges of the wood, mainly
young ones. If you take the path along the
top of the wood, there is one magnificent
wych elm with several stems, flowering
profusely, just before you get to the dell. I
guess it will succumb to Dutch elm disease
in the next year or two. Let’s hope more
seeds sprout for the next generation to
mark where their ancestors grew.

John Sampson

Making the most of each and every moment

We have a fully extended childcare provision running from Pre-School.
Here is what is currently available:

Breakfast Club
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday; 7.30 — 8.50am
(£6.00 per session) Cereal, toast and fruit juice included

Pre-School Sessions
9am — 3pm daily for children aged 2—4 years (£17.00 per session)

After School Club
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday; 3.15 — 6pm
(£16.00 per session)

If you would like registration forms for any of the above,
please contact our administrator, Mrs Zena Rozee
(tel. 01993 898012 or email: stonesfieldpsad@outlook.com)
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Local history: From the
Oxford Journal - Saturday 16
January 1858

'STONESFIELD.

Discovery of Remarkable Fossils: Some
very remarkable fossil bones have recently
been discovered in the slate pit of Mr.
Michael Osborne, at Stonesfield, 60 feet
from the surface. One consists of an
enormous thigh bone, 2 feet 2 inches in
length, and 1 foot 1 inch in circumference.
It was discovered in four distinct parts, and
the marrow, which is 2 inches in diameter,
is perfectly white, while the bone is
perfectly black, and at the extremities the
muscles appear quite perfect. This bone
evidently belonged to some extinct animal.
The other fossils consist of some vertebrae,
probably of the same animal, as they are
very large, four of them measuring

17%2 inches in length, and in width they
vary from 3 to 5 inches. All these fossils,
and some others of less importance,

Pond Hill: Date unknown

possess considerable interest to the
antiquarian, and may be seen at Mr.
Osborne's house.

Miraculous Escape. A few days ago a boy
named Abel Davis, aged 10, accidentally
fell into a well 25 feet deep, the water at the
bottom being about 3 feet deep. A younger
brother saw him fall in, and ran for
assistance; his eldest brother soon came to
the well, and, letting down a rope, soon
pulled up the young prisoner, who thus
escaped with only a ducking.'

Douglas Rudlin

More historic photographs at www.stonesfield.online
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Clubs, societies & sport

Stonesfield Gardening Club

Our May meeting was very well attended
for a talk by Harriet Rycroft entitled
Summer Luxuriance in Pots, which
informed us how to achieve and maintain a
good show with our pots and planters
throughout the summer months. Harriet’s
talk covered a wide range of issues
including choosing suitable plants and the
combining of shapes, textures and colours,
as well as addressing issues of micro-
climate, plant protection and irrigation.

Harriet Rycroft with her finished pot

Membership of the club is thriving, with
over 75 members from Stonesfield and the
surrounding villages. Nevertheless, we
used a presence at the school fete to raise
our profile further and to offer the chance,
on the day, to join the Club for the
remainder of 2022 at a reduced

subscription of £5 per person or £10 per
couple.

This month sees the welcome return of our
Open Gardens event on Sunday 26 June.
This event is planned to take place every
two years but was cancelled last year due to
COVID-19 restrictions. At the time of
writing, we will have nine gardens to visit;
some will be ‘old friends’ and others are
being shown for the first time. The gardens
will be open from 2-5.30pm.

Admission is £5 per person (accompanied
children free) and tickets and maps are
obtainable from the start point at the St
James’ Centre. Teas and homemade cakes
and bakes will be available there at our
pop-up café until 5pm and there will be a
plant sale on the forecourt. We hope to see
you there!

Trisha Williams

www.stonesfieldgardening.info
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Stonesfield Sustainability
Groups

The Food Group

We are all about food, growing, making,
sharing!

We have been discussing local food
producers and took a little road trip to
investigate. The ones we know of are The
Orchard in Combe, The Veg Shed on the
road to Church Hanborough and Worton
Kitchen Garden. All are worth looking at if
you are trying to source your food locally
and it would be great to know if you have
found any other producers... do get in
touch!

We are planning our events over the next
few months, including a one-day bread
baking course at the Village Hall. We are
also going to be out and about visiting
some of the local organisations that are
innovating in food production — we will
give more details in the next Slate and
please do come and join us to find out
more. We will also be working alongside
The Repair Café at The Village Hall,
serving teas and coffees and delicious
home baking.

We meet fortnightly on a Tuesday on
Zoom; next meeting is on 7 June, 7-8pm.
Just turn up you and will be very welcome.
Mail me!

The Environmental Group

Earlier this year, a small group of residents
started talking about their shared passion
for the environment in and around
Stonesfield. This quickly accelerated, and
we have now formed ourselves into the
Stonesfield Environmental Group. We
have strong links to SUSTO and a number
of other groups in the village, but with our
own distinct focus. Our aim is to carry out
projects and campaigns that will protect,
maintain or improve the woodlands, rivers,
hedgerows, wildlife and biodiversity in and
around the village. We also hope to become
a coordination point for the many people
in the village with conservation expertise.

The beauty of the natural environment is
one of Stonesfield’s greatest assets; highly
prized by village residents and visitors, but
it is under threat from pollution and a loss
of biodiversity and habitat. We have
identified a number of projects that we
want to pursue immediately. We want to
address the terrible sewage dumping and
water quality in the Evenlode; we want to
plant a new tree for every Stonesfield
resident over the next three years to
improve biodiversity, and we have offered
our support in the development of the
environmental aspects of the new
Neighbourhood Plan.

We believe that raising community
awareness about what is going on in our
local environment is important to
preserving it for the future, so we will
report our activities here in the Slate on a
regular basis. Anyone interested in finding
out more about our projects or in joining
our group — please contact me.

Julie Curran

juliecurran0@gmail.com
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Stonesfield Scouts
Parents’ Social and AGM

The Group will be holding the 2022 Annual
General Meeting at our Group camp. This
will be at Youlbury Scout Adventures,
Boars Hill, Oxford, OX1 5HD on Friday 10
June at 7pm (just after the drop off for
Group camp); all parents are invited to
stay for a drink and to hear about the plans
for the Group. This will be our first Group
camp for over five years. There will be tea,
coffee and even a campfire; all are
welcome. Please let the Group Scout
Leader know if you wish to attend at
gsl@stonestfield-scouts.org.uk.

The AGM agenda is posted on our website
at stonesfield-scouts.org.uk and on our
Facebook page. We are really looking for
people to get involved in the Scout group;
this is such an important time for us, so if
you want to see the group continue to
thrive and are interested in hearing how
you might get involved (even as little as
four times a year as a parent rep, or maybe
to run a fundraising event) then come
along to the AGM and/or let Ben
Whitworth know: chair@stonesfield-
scouts.org.uk.

Duck Race and BBQ

On 16 July at 5pm, the Duck Race and BBQ
is back again! This is our largest annual
fundraising event to support the building
of the hut and the delivery of the scouting
sessions. Come down to the river, have a
drink and a burger, and cheer your ducks
on to victory! Ducks will be available from
the shop and from your local Beaver, Cub
or Scout in the weeks before the race.
Come down and support a great cause, in a
great place, with a great event.

Jubilee Beacon

The Group will be burning a beacon of light
for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee on
Thursday 2 June at gpm. This will be on
the Glebe Land in Stonesfield. The Queen
is the Scouting patron, so please join us in
celebration.

Section Update — Scouts

So far this term we have been honing our
camp craft skills, ready for our Expedition
Challenge Badge (equivalent of Bronze D of
E expedition) which will be part of this
summer's Group Camp activities, learning
how to use different stoves and cooking
methods, as well as improving our map
reading and navigation skills with a couple
of walks. We're also working on our
climber badge, with our second trip to
Northleach coming soon.

Stonesfield Scouts Fundraising
Team

A huge thank you to the Stonesfield Parish
Council for supporting our fundraising
campaign. We are extremely grateful! We
are still waiting to hear the outcome of the
other grant applications submitted.

The 15t Stonesfield Scouts

chair@stonesfield-scouts.org.uk
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Stonesfield Repair Cafe

The Repair Cafe is holding its first event in
conjunction with the Community café on
Saturday 2 July in the Village Hall, from
9.30-12.30.

Come and have a coffee, and bring all those
things that need mending. We'll have a
look at small electrical appliances, portable
items of furniture, china, computers and
phones, clothes and material items that
need alteration or attention, bikes which
need repair or maintenance or anything
that needs some TLC. We can't promise to
mend everything, but we'll certainly have a
go, and spare you expense and the
environment more waste.

If you are handy and would like to be a
repairer then please contact me.

Mike Sofroniou

mikesofroniou@gmail.com

Women’s Cycling Tour of
Britain

On Saturday 11 June, over a hundred
professional women cyclists will compete
on the final day (Stage 6) of the Women’s
Cycling Tour, in Oxfordshire.

The Women’s Tour is the UK’s first
international stage race for women.

With a start at Chipping Norton, the race
will pass through Charlbury, Burford and
Carterton before the finish in Oxford. More
details are on womenstour.co.uk.

Information provided by West Oxfordshire
District Council Communications Team

Stonesfield Football Club
See Tom Flanigan’s report on page 28

STONESFIELD VOLUNTARY TRANSPORT SCHEME

Our volunteer drivers are available to take you to local medical appointments
or to the hospitals in Oxford and Banbury.
We make no charge but welcome a donation towards expenses;
safety precautions are still in place.
Please call Viv Kendall (01993 891803) to book transport in June.
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Clubs, societies & sport (cont)

Stonesfield Football Club

As the curtain falls on yet another football
season and we get ready to welcome ‘the
silly mid-off boys to the cricket crease, I
can hear the ‘what ifs?’ being uttered by
our lads in The Firsts. The Senior Cup
semi-final saw our boys come back from
being a goal down to win 2-1, following a
beautiful strike from Jack Barker and a
lovely ‘calmness personified’ penalty by
young Cary Rice to set up a final showdown
with Hailey.

The final will always be remembered as the
‘what if’ Cup final. What if the Hailey
penalty had been missed instead of being
scored from the rebound? Or, what if the
ref and linesman had spotted illegal
encroachment? Also, what if Stonesfield
had scored their penalty and what if the
linesman had signalled for a goal in our
favour after the ball crossed the Hailey line
by at least a foot? Truth is, we’ll never
know but that won'’t stop our boys howling
at the moon: ‘We woz robbed’. The silly
mid-off season will give them a chance to
reflect on their season where they finished
third in the league and runners-up in The
Senior Cup. Room for improvement? Of
course, but they can be proud of their
performances this season and look to get
back sharper, fitter and more determined
to land silverware next season.

As far as The Reserves are concerned,
maybe the only ‘What if would centre
around a lack of ‘old heads’ to help guide
our youngsters as they took their first,
tentative steps into the world of men’s

football. Still, finishing ninth in the league,
with 22 points from 20 games, and getting
some vital experience under their belts
isn’t a bad start for the youngsters. They’ll
know what to expect next season and have
areal go at winning promotion!

It's the final Fredo Award of the season and
I know this is going to sound like a ‘cop-
out’ but it was a unanimous decision to
award it to The Firsts for their heroic but
ultimate failure in The Ted Young Senior
Cup Final. They played 80 minutes and
battled well despite being down to 10 men,
and to limit their opponents to a single
goal (and could easily have won it), was
genuinely heroic! I know it will be scant
reward for their efforts, but it is well-
deserved, and they did our wee village
proud.

Finally, a big thank-you to all our
supporters for your encouragement
throughout the season and thanks also to
the Sports and Social Club for their
continued sponsorship and generous
hospitality on match days ... there’s always
a warm welcome from Ben and Sam for the
home and away teams. Thanks, also to
everyone at The Slate ... you're all unsung
heroes. I'll be back next season with more
tales of heroics and drivel about dramatic
wins, fine margins and the vagaries of
‘what if?” Have a great summer, everyone!

Tom Flanigan (891979)

28 June 2022 Stonesfield Slate



Church news

Church of England Worship at
St James the Great,
Stonesfield

(Benefice of Stonesfield with
Combe Longa)

www.stonesfieldparishchurch.org

Rector: Rev Ralph Williamson,
rector@scbenefice.org, 01993 891872

Churchwarden: Lindsey Sellar
stonesfield @stonesfieldparishchurch.org

For any enquiries or help, including
pastoral support, please do contact us.

From the Rector: A time for
everything

I was recently asked to read at the funeral
of a dear friend, and the reading his family
had chosen was a familiar one from the Old
Testament Book of Ecclesiastes, chapter
three:

For everything there is a season
and a time for every matter under
heaven:

a time to be born and a time to die;
a time to plant and a time to pluck up
what is planted;

a time to kill and a time to heal;
a time to break down and a time to build

up;
a time to weep and a time to laugh;
a time to mourn and a time to dance;

a time to throw away stones and a time to
gather stones together;

a time to embrace and a time to refrain
from embracing;

a time to seek and a time to lose;
a time to keep and a time to throw away;

a time to tear and a time to sew;
a time to keep silent and a time to speak;

a time to love and a time to hate;
a time for war and a time for peace.

The Book of Ecclesiastes has contributed
some well-known phrases to our culture,
including ‘vanity of vanities’, ‘chasing after
wind’, ‘eat, drink and be merry’, and ‘under
the sun’, but the phrase ‘a time for
everything’ has particularly captured the
imagination of writers and musical
storytellers. I remember partying to ‘And a
Time to Dance’ by Los Lobos, and there are
novels such as ‘A Time to Kill’ by John
Grisham, music such as Stevie Wonder’s ‘A
Time to Love’, and films ‘A Time to Love
and a Time to Die’, and ‘A Time to Live’.

The passage above is a very helpful reading
for a funeral, when we may have thoughts
of gratitude as well as feelings of sorrow, as
we reflect on a life lived and lost. The
writer of Ecclesiastes takes a philosophical
view - they do not offer easy answers to
life’s difficulties, but neither do they
despair. Sun comes after rain, laughter
after sorrow, and sometimes when a door
closes another will open. Pleasure and
opportunity should be enjoyed when they
present themselves, but all of life is to be
lived with God in mind too, remembering
that wisdom is greater than folly, and light
greater than darkness.

Three or four hundred years later, the early
church offered another view on this
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wrestling of good and bad in human life.
The followers of the crucified Jesus of
Nazareth agreed that light overcomes
darkness, and recognised that bad things
can be followed by good. We often find
ourselves longing for this: longing for an
end to war, or for something to change for
the better. But the great insight of
Christian faith is that God is not far off, but
ever present, and working to turn
brokenness into healing, sorrow into joy,
hatred into love, and death into life. The
celebration each Sunday of the raising of
Jesus from the dead is a declaration that
life is not vanity, but filled with meaning
and purpose, even though many difficult
times are an inevitable part of the human
lot. Our participation in the death and
resurrection of Christ at Holy Communion
affirms that life is to be lived and enjoyed
abundantly, and expresses the Christian
faith that even death will be transformed
into life.

Revd Ralph Williamson - Rector

Services

Sunday 5 June [Pentecost]

8am Stonesfield Holy Communion
[BCP/said]

Service of
Celebration for
HM the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee

All Age Worship

Service of
Celebration for
HM the Queen's
Platinum Jubilee

9.30am Combe

11am  Stonesfield

5pm Stonesfield

with Jubilee tea & cake from 3.30pm in St
James’ Centre.

Sunday 12 June [Trinity Sunday]

8am Stonesfield Holy Communion

[BCP/said]

9.30am Combe Parish Communion

11am  Stonesfield Parish Communion

Sunday 19 June [First Sunday after
Trinity]
8am Stonesfield Holy Communion

[BCP/said]

9.30am Combe Parish Communion

11am  Stonesfield Parish Communion

Sunday 26 June [Second Sunday
after Trinity]

8am Stonesfield Holy Communion
[BCP/said]

9.30am Combe Parish Communion

11am  Stonesfield Parish Communion

Mondays

8.45-11.30am Monday Coffee in St
James’ Centre

Tuesdays

8.45-10am Coffee and biscuits
in the Reading
Room, Combe

Wednesdays

9.30am Stonesfield Holy Communion

11am  Combe Morning Prayer (8th

& 22nd)
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Stonesfield Methodist Church

Services for June

Sunday5 10.30am United Service at
Charlbury
(No Service at Stonesfield)
Sunday 12 11am The Reverend
Stephen Bywaters
Holy Communion Service
Sunday 19 11am Ian Prince
Sunday 26 11am The Reverend Ian

Worrall

The latest Methodist Connexion magazine
has arrived, and its theme is 'Doing
Justice'. The articles are written by people
whose lives have been touched by the
justice system. Local Circuit Minister and a
former police officer, The Reverend Jason
Cooke, writes on the 'complexity of justice',
and his difficulty to sometimes understand
it.

Like me, you may remember a time when
you found a justice issue hard to
understand, and after looking at the pros
and the cons, you still dithered. Jesus
never dithered, He spoke for justice in its
every form, clearly and without hesitation,
including words of love and care,
understanding and making things right.
His resounding words are simple: 'Do to
others as you would have them do to you'
Matthew 7:12a.

The Connexion magazines are available at
High St. Methodist Church, Witney.

Come to a Service soon!

Kathleen Albért (891733)

New Church thought

The Ladies’ Breakfast in the St. James’
Centre in May featured the singer/
songwriter Rachel Chai from Chipping
Norton. She told us a bit about her life, and
how she’s reached her current contented
state of mind. Her songs conveyed parts of
that journey. I spoke to her afterwards —
though we come from different faith
backgrounds, we agreed that all genuine
religions have truth in them; any
individual’s journey is unique, and
depends on life experiences.

It reminded me of a principle of the New
Church — that there is a ‘church specific’,
i.e. any particular religion or church body,
and a ‘church universal’: the worldwide
presence of God within the hearts and
minds of people. Here is a quote about the
church universal taken from
newchristianbiblestudy.org; an
organisation of the New Church:

‘We as individuals are who we are based
on what we love, not what we know. We
will go to heaven or to hell based on what
we love, not what we know. Knowing,
thinking and seeking truth are important
things, but their purpose is to shape, guide
and serve our loves; love is ultimately
what matters. The Writings [of
Swedenborg] make it abundantly and
repeatedly clear that it is the same with
churches: they are ultimately based on
love, not knowledge, on their
determination to serve the neighbour, not
their external forms of worship. And if
churches share that common purpose of
serving the neighbour then they are in
essence one, with doctrinal variations
being of little consequence.’

Dale Morris (898210)
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Roman Catholic Worship
How happy are you?

Happiness has replaced health as our most
desired human condition (in the West).
Good health is generally more accessible
for most of us now, but happiness is much
more elusive in our material world. We
compare ourselves to others, and are
enticed by images that promise beauty,
wealth and a better self, but this is
ephemeral happiness. Real happiness —
contentment of the soul and spirit, are not
beyond reach.

In The Letter to the Hebrews, we are told:
‘Be content with what you have, for He
has said: T will never leave you nor
forsake you’ (Hebrews 13:5). This proposal
that contentment with what one has, plus
that reassurance that we are never alone,
and always loved, is echoed by St Paul: ‘For
I have learnt in whatever situation I am to
be content. I know how to be brought low,
and I know how to abound. I have learned
the secret of facing plenty and hunger,
abundance and need’ (Philippians 4:
11-12).

Wise words from 2,000 years ago tell us
that to be happy, we should accept what we
have, rather than strive after the
unattainable, especially material things.
Remember that God loves us despite our
endless faults and failings, and that God is
always with us if we chose to let God into
our hearts and lives. ‘The Lord is close to
the broken-hearted’ (Psalm 34).

Holy Mass

Sunday Mass at 9.15am
Weekday Mass times:

Monday and Tuesday at 9.30am
Wednesday at 7pm

Thursday at 9.30am

Friday at 9.30am, followed by exposition of
the Blessed Sacrament.

For times of confession: see the weekly
newsletter on stteresaschurch-
charlbury.com

Prayers of spiritual communion

O my divine Jesus, how great is my desire
to receive your sacred body! Oh, come
now into my soul, at least, by a spiritual
communion! O Jesus, my divine Saviour,
save me. O my God, hiding myself with a
humble confidence in your dear wounds, I
give up my soul into your divine hands.
Oh, receive it into the bosom of your
mercy. Amen.

The Synodal Pathway

The Holy Father called for the Synodal
Process to begin in the Dioceses of the
world on 17 October 2021. The Holy Father
highlights the importance of ‘mutual
listening’ and that this will be at the heart
of the synodal process throughout the
Church and beyond the boundaries of the
Church.

For further information about the Synodal
Pathway and how St Teresa’s is
approaching this, please visit our website
(see below).

St Teresa’s, Charlbury is supporting ACN’s
Emergency Appeal for the Ukraine to raise
funds to support various religious
denominations’ priests and members of
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religious congregations to continue their
mission. If you wish to know more or
donate, please contact Suze Mathews
(01993 891720 or email
suzemathews89g@btinternet.com)

Please check St. Teresa’ s website for
details of Confession times etc: https://
stteresaschurch-charlbury.com/.

Fr Tony Joyce can be contacted
on holytrinityrcchippy@gmail.com or
01608 642703.

For parish updates and any further
information, please visit https://
stteresaschurch- charlbury.com/, or
contact Clive Dytor on
chair.stteresaschurchcharlbury@
gmail.com.

Roman Catholic Community in Stonesfield

Well Lane: Date unknown
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VEHICLE TECH

Mobile mechanic servicing, repairs, diagnostics
& MOTs prepared and arranged

Jfor all makes & models R o o r l x

Friendly & reliable service at competitive rates,

19 years experience & based in Stonesfield All aspects of roof work undertaken

Call Rob on 01608 646100 or 07791 755771 | Til Fl f
Email: vehicletech3@gmail.com Slates - Tiles - Flat roofs

Chimneys - Valleys « Leadwork
Moss clearance
UPVC fascias * Soffits « Gutters
Advice and estimates free

Plumbing & Heating Freephone
Domestic & Commercial 0800 955 5063
Gas Specialist
Mobile
John Harvey 07817 792194

07515 284286
jh.plumbing@hotmail.co.uk

Do you want to advertise?
Please email slate-ads@stonesfield.online for full details of sizes and cost.
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JUNIOR TAE KWON-DO

The Korean art of Self-Defence

Develop your children’s self-
confidence, concentration and help
them to learn respect for themselves
and others.

New lessons developed to be fun and
informative for ages 5-17.
Stonesfield Village Hall

Mon and Thur: 5.30-6.30pm
**Come and try a complimentary session**

ITF registered international instructor
James Kumar CRB vetted

Further information, contact James
01865 772883 (07788 583 965
Jameskumar@hotmail.co.uk

Back or Joint Pain ?
Preparing for, or recovering
from a knee or hip operation ?
Need to improve fitness ?

.. or feeling stiff and inflexible ?

A one to one program using
equipment (Pilates reformer, tower
etc) in my Stonesfield studio can help
you address muscle imbalances,
improve posture, develop your core
and build strength

Call Lucy 07484901615
www.resiliencepilates.co.uk
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Test & Inspections e Landlord Certificates

Full & Partial Rewires ® New Builds & Extensions
Fault Finding e Security Lighting
New Consumer Units e Additions & Alterations
Call: 07766 252548 or 01993 222444

Email: quotes@oxelec.co.uk
Web: www.OxElec.co.uk

Stonesfield Tennis Club
The club was established over
100 years ago with
membership open to all at
very competitive subscription
rates. The two astro-turf tennis
courts were re-laid in 2018
and are in excellent condition
with plenty of court availability.

Phone: 07795 441986
(Andrew Tacon; Chairman)

Website:
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/
StonesfieldTennisClub

Email: stonesfieldtc@gmail.com
Facebook:@stonesfieldtennisclub
Instagram: @stonesfieldtennis
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Extra lights, sockets

Replacement fuseboxes fitted

Full or part rewire, extensions

Landlord & homebuyers inspections
Friendly, local and reliable

Quick response, free quotes & fully insured

www.andrewboothelectrician.co.uk

TEL 01993 883880
MOB 07795 957988

Dog-walking service

Do you work long hours and feel that your
dog is not getting the attention and exercise
that it needs? | run a dog-walking service
for Stonesfield and surrounding areas. |
have public liability insurance for peace of
mind. Please feel free to call for a quote.
Katrina 01993 891131 / 07824357690
katrinamoss1979@icloud.com

r //
windrushgroup

print | design | web | large format

Celebrating our 50th anniversary,
we have been delivering our print
expertise to a wide variety of clients
from the smallest personal project
through to much larger organisations.
We pride ourselves in delivering the
same level of service for all.

CELEBRATING
N th

q

YEAR IN BUSINESS

*
01993 772197

Chris@windrushgroup.co.uk
www.windrushgroup.co.uk
Windrush Group, Windrush House, Avenue Two,
Station Lane,Witney, Oxfordshire OX28 4XW

.

BLINDS AND CURTAINS

by

WINDOW DESIGN

01993 870606

Made to Measure
blinds and curtains

Complete home service
from measure to fitting

Huge range of fabrics

Fabric showroom open
by appointment

WWW.WINDOWDESIGN.CO
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M J Fyson BA BA VetMB MRCVS

The Coach House Veterinary Clinic Ltd
Wroslyn Road

Freeland

Nr. Witney

Oxon OX29 8AQ

E-mail: coachhousevet@outlook.com

We are a traditional independent small animal

Veterinary Clinic

¢ Opening hours: Mon-Fri 08:00-18:30, Sat 09:00-12:00

e Consultations by appointment only, please phone 01993 880551
o Friendly personal service for dogs, cats and small furries

e Stockists of Symply and Canagan pet foods

e Follow us on Facebook: Coach House Veterinary Clinic

01993 880551

www.coachhousevetsclinic.co.uk

Stan Johnston Painter and

Rob Atkinson

Decorator
Member of the y . )
Chartered Institute of Building With over 35 years experience in the
trade.

General property
maintenance and
high quality DIY

=]

sjohnstonpaint@outlook.com
68 865251 or 01993 898730

General repairs

All carpentry - Decorating

Minor plumbing

Roberts Garden Machinery Ltd

Prompt, reliable and
recommended service
No job too small

Tel: 07876-275300

robatkinson.ajdw@gmail.com

“A job done well”

* Professional servicing and repairs of
most makes of garden machinery

* New & second-hand machinery supplied
* Collection & delivery by arrangement
18 years’ experience with LAWNMOWER SALES & SERVICE
Open 8-5 Monday-Friday, 8-12 Saturday
Unit H5, New Yatt Business Centre, New Yatt, 0X29 6TJ
Tel: 01993 881320 or email: robert.milloini@ btinternet.com
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SC

Salon Copenhagen

3 Pendle Court, Pond Hill, Stonesfield, Oxon, OX29 8PZ
Tel. 01993 891101

Unisex hairdressing salon for ladies, gentlemen and children.
All aspects of hairdressing undertaken by our professionally
trained stylists.

We also offer earpiercing.

Open Monday to Friday
Saturdays by appointment only

Find us on Facebook.

A.L. SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors

Bidston Close, Over Norton,
Chipping Norton, 0X7 sPP

A professionally qualified
Funeral Director providing
a dignified and personal
service at any hour.

Private Chapels of Rest
in a peaceful garden setting.

Tel. 01608 644112

PELLMANS

Solicitors

e Business, Agricultural and Employment
Law
Contracts, Legal Compliance & Disputes

e Property
Buying & Selling Homes, Commercial
& Agricultural

¢ Wills, Probate and Trusts
Tax Planning, Lasting Powers of Attorney
& Elderly Client Advice

01865 884400

www.pellmans.co.uk
1 Abbey Street, Eynsham, Oxford OX29 4TB

Home visits and evening appointments available
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Qzeliable epairs
] A ] ~

Domestic
Appliance Repairs

WASHING MACHINES
REFRIGERATION
ELECTRIC COOKERS
TUMBLE DRYERS
DISHWASHERS

Professional
Descaler Available

Call Andrew

01993

g

Mobile
07989 945971

891339<:

- /

Fixed priced repairs to
include electrical
safety fest

Electric cooker

W\  connections both

freestanding
and built-in

BS7671 accredited
Full public liability cover

Same day, evening &
weekend appointments
normally available

Andrew A. Adams FCCA

Chartered Certified Accountant
Quality personal service for your
Accounting, Taxation and Business needs
Competitive fees agreed in advance

Free initial meeting
Telephone: 07790 854574

01993 891280

Email: aaadams@TalkTalk.net

Foot Health Professional

Joanna Attridge
MCFHP MAFHP

Foot problems?
I will visit you in
the comfort of

your own home

Based in Combe
Fully qualified and insured

40

07961 620 292

joannafoothealth@gmail.com

www.joannasfoothealth.co.uk
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Suriya Express
& Post Office

1 Pendle Court, Pond Hill, Stonesfield
Tel/Fax 01993 898379

Bread & Pastries
Fine range of Groceries
Fruit & Vegetables
Beers, Wines & Spirits
New range of Organic Products
Dry Cleaning

Opening hours:
Monday to Friday 7am—8pm
Saturday and Sunday 8am—8pm*
Bank Holidays 8am—8pm*

*P.O. closed on Sundays & on Bank Holidays

SAMSWEET

SPORTS MASSAGE
STRENGTH & CONDITIONING

Sam Sweet

BSc (Hons), ITEC Level 5,
Member of Sports Massage
Association

For an appointment
please contact:

m: 07818 575957

e: ss.sportsmassage@outlook.com

WOODSTOCK TAXI SERVICE
07766 743081

* Airports & Stations * Day trips & tours

* Hospitals & Schools ¢ Weddings & Proms
¢ Theatres & Restaurants * Shopping trips
Our friendly team includes female drivers

www.townhousewoodstock.co.uk

Stonesfield massage

grounding . stability . strength

A beautiful, female only, massage
therapy treatment room in the village

For appointments call Kate
07473272503

Have a look at the treatments menu
www.stonesfieldmassage.com
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ACE

Car Repairs and Servicing

01993 700041

SERVICING, BRAKES, CLUTCHES, AIR CONDITIONING, EXHAUSTS,
DIAGNOSTICS, MOT'S PREPARED AND ARRANGED

Alan Claridge Engineering is a garage in Witney that has been repairing

cars for over 30 years. | now live in Stonesfield and will collect your car

from your house and deliver it back free of charge. | service and repair all
makes of car so please call me to arrange an appointment.

mike
chambers

painting & decorating

interior & exterior
general
property maintenance

friendly service,
fully insured
your DIY done for you!

07973 624797

email:mike@michael-chambers.co.uk
www.michael-chambers.co.uk

——

Tracey Keeling

Personal Trainer
The Older Adult Training Specialist

Any age is the right age to exercise.
(Face to face or on-line)

07977 228756
www.hardenhealthandfitness.co.uk
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We care,
when it matters most.

An award-winning local family business
trusted by families for over 60 years
with a first class reputation for quality,
value and service.

“Invaluable support”
“Seamless arrangements”

“‘Nothing was too much”
“Sympathetic and professional”

Above are just some of the many touching
comments we have received about our service.
Learn more about us at

www. jerramsbrothers.co.uk or call us at any time.

Jerrams Brothers

Funerals Funeral planning Memorials Support Est.1949

33 High Street Woodstock OX20 1TE 01993 811491
18 The Kidlington Centre, Kidlington OX5 2DL 01865 374444
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New Miss Molly products in stock

Please note new shop hours now open 10am -3pm*
All picture framing by appointment only.
*Closed Tuesdays & Sundays
Cotswold Frames ~ Market St ~ Charlbury ~ OX7 3PL
01608 811805

www.cotswoldframes.co.uk
info@cotswoldframes.co.uk

Acupuncture for stress reduction,
pain relief, arthritis, migraine, fatigue,
hormone imbalance, and more.

Appointments available at my Stonesfield
clinic or in your own home.

To find out more or arrange an initial
consultation please contact me on 01993
898102 /07791 278618

maeve@maeveodonnellacupuncture.co.uk
or visit
www.maeveodonnellacupuncture.co.uk
€3 @ maeveodonnellacupuncture

WILLS ~ PROBATE ~ POWERS OF ATTORNEY

INHERITANCE TAX PLANNING

Tel. 01993 811 792

Email info@woodstocklaw.co.uk

Woodstock Solicitors - 1% Floor - 32 New Road - Woodstock - OX20 1PB
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Hypnotherapy

For help with anxiety, stress,
pain control, insomnia, phobias,
unwanted habits, confidence and
self-esteem, exam and interview
nerves.

Contact: Linda Flanigan

Clinical Hypnotherapist
GHR Registered & Member (Lic.) of National
Council for Hypnotherapy

Tel: 07866 360359
Email: linda@lfhypnotherapy.co.uk
www.lfhypnotherapy.co.uk

Imagine Life
if you had your own...
Gardener
Decorator
Babysitter
De-clutterer

I can help you clear your clutter,
weed out your wardrobe and find
new homes for your unwanted items.

Dog Walker
Spring Cleaner
Moving House Help
House & Pet Sitter...

all rolled into one!

For one-off events or regular help

please contact Lindsey
hatsotfstudios2@gmail.com or call

01993 898620 07941 561471

MICHAEL PRICE & SON
PLASTERING

58 Ticknell Piece Road

Charlbury, OX7 3TW

Tel 01608 811642
Mobile 07710 170049

GEOFF BOOTH
Landscaping « Paving « Walling
Driveways ¢ Fencing * Brickwork

Building maintenance

Garden maintenance

Free quotations

Tel: 01993 891945

Mob: 07710 628248

Email: geoffboothlandscaping@hotmail.com
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THAMES VALLEY
TREE CARE 1D

A Stonesfield based company
providing a professional and reliable
service in all aspects of tree surgery

and hedge management

FREE no obligation quote

Tel: 01993 891381
Mob: 07971018279
Email: info@tvtreecare.co.uk
www.tvtreecare.co.uk

Architectural, Construction, Agricultural
& Equestrian Steel Fabrication
Services
We also provide a full welding service
in Steel, Stainless Steel. Aluminium &
Titanium, including repairs to Steel,
Aluminium and Iron castings

UNIT 4D
ENSTONE BUSINESS PARK
ENSTONE, OXFORDSHIRE

OX7 4NP

TEL: 01608 678267
MOB: 07751 678412
WITNEYWELDING@OUTLOOK.COM
WWW.WITNEYWELDING.COM

COMPUTER PROBLEM?

DON’T WORRY — HELP IS AT HAND!
With a happy smile and definitely no jargon,
we’ve been helping users and their computers
for over thirty years. We have extensive
experience of the University system, and we
know all about Apple Macs TOO!

RING BoB ON: 01865 880600 / 07768 732123

We come to you with same day service if possible.
We don’t charge for the call-out or if we can’t fix it.

Sewing & Alterations
.. . to make that garment fit you!

Fittings, hem levels, and a varied range of
alteration and sewing work carried out.
Dresses, Skirts, Tops, Shirts, Jackets,
Trousers, Curtains, Cushions and beyond!

Louise Everett-Brown
lou.smileyl@btinternet.com
01993 813873

46
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Lighting Your Way Into The Future

STEPHEN J. WILEY
ELECTRICIAN

Additions * Alterations * Rewiring
Surveys ° Security Lighting
Cookers * Showers
Telephone Points

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Tel (01993) 882778/881409

90 Main Road, Long Hanborough, Witney, OX29 8JY
Stephen.Wiley @btconnect.com
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TowN & COUNTRY
TREES LIMITED

A tree surgery company with
the integrity you can trust.

Tel: 0845 458 2980
Mobile: 07976 261850
Email: info@townandcountrytrees.co.uk
www.townandcountrytrees.co.uk

An outstanding niche private client firm...its practitioners are recommended as experts
in their field, providing high-quality advice...its client service is second to none and
every client is valued equally and treated with sensitivity and genuine compassion.

We can assist you with specialist legal advice on Wills, inheritance
tax planning, powers of attorney, helping with probate and generally
protecting your assets. We also help protect the vulnerable or elderly.

Our tax specialists are also here to help with your personal tax
compliance, including preparing personal tax returns and offering
guidance on HMRC correspondence. They can also advise you on
tax planning on the sale/gift of assets, including the new reporting
of capital gains on the sale of private residences.

Dealing with your own affairs and getting them in order can appear
daunting. We're here to make life easier. Do pick up the phone or email
us and we would be happy to have a free, no-obligation initial chat with
you. We can meet on video call or in person when safe to do so.

The Carpenters’ Workshop, Blenheim Palace Sawmills, Combe, Oxfordshire OX29 8ET

01865987 781 € info@theburnsidepartnership.com w www.theburnsidepartnership.com

Anna Burnside PARTNER
anna.burnsi nsidepar ip.com

Jacqui Birks TAX DIRECTOR
jacqui.birks@theburnsidepartnership.com

For further information, please contact:
inf h i hip.com

'HE BURNSIDE
PARTNERSHIP

XFORD MARLOW LONDON
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CHIMNEY ¢ NO PROBLEM o

SWEEPING Tel: 01865 772996

D SJONES

BUILDING
&
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

All aspects of building, roofing and property maintenance

undertaken
For all enquiries call or email
07496149990

dsjmaintenance@hotmail.com

PROBLEM FEET?

NAIL CUTTING * CORNS ¢ CALLUS
PROBLEM NAILS - FOOT MASSAGE
Treatment in the comfort of your own home

SHARON DAVIES MCFHP MAFHP
(01993) 891132 / (M) 07941843353

Registered member of the British Association
of Foot Health Professionals

Bed and Breakfast
at Combe

For details
please view
www.greenclose.net
or call 01993 891223

Website : andygillamironworks.co.uk

A. K. P. DIXON

Home & Garden Maintenance
& General Handyman
For all those jobs you need doing
inside & outside — I’'m your man!
Call Ade on 01993 813873
or 07825 631111
or email handymanade@btinternet.com

PJR Plumbing & Heating

* Installation

* Maintenance

* Repair & Service

* Gas Appliances & Safety Certificates

REGISTER

Tel: 01993 881069 500807

MOB: 07515 733398
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BLENHEIM BLENHEIM PALACE BLENHEIM ESTATE

Blenheim Estate

Explore our Estate.

It’s the perfect time to get out and explore our permissive pathways
in Long Hanborough. There are four different circular routes ranging
from 30 minutes to two hours. We also have recently added some
information boards on each walks which tells you about the local
environment, wildlife and fun activities to do in the woods!

Blenheim Palace Flower Show
24th-26th June

A riot of colour, fragrance and weird and wonderful plants, the

20,000 square foot Grand Floral Pavilion forms the centrepiece

of the Show and features the UK'’s finest nurseries and growers
giving expert advice and gardening ideas.

Visitors can enjoy Garden Talks with experts and enthusiasts,
fabulous food and drink as well as more than 300 exhibitors, an
outdoor Plant Village and live entertainment throughout the weekend.

The Blenheim Palace Flower Show is the perfect place to discover
your favourite plants, flowers and an array of gardening goodies from
unique garden gazebos, greenhouses and arbours to beautiful flowers,
gardening sundries and hundreds of other products.

Keep up-to-date with our news and latest events by signing up to our newsletter at

blenheimpalace.com
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The readers of The Slate are already familiar with the
main Great Experience Travel brand, however, we want
to introduce you to our sister brands which may suit you
for other travel plans:

Obviously known for its lakes and mountains and skiing in winter, there is so much more to this beautiful country
than The Sound of Music, such as Karinthia, Stryria, and the Burgenland!
www.experienceaustriatravel.com

Germany is a hidden giant just waiting to be discovered — from white sand beaches in the north (yes, you did read
that correctly) to the mountains in the south, through to fascinating
cities, historic towns. www.experiencegermanytravel.com

Switzerland has stunning lakes and mountains, but also beautiful cities beyond Geneva and Zurich. Every valley
offers something different, all linked together by an incredible public
transport system. www.experienceswitzerlandtravel,com

Great Value Travel is our online-only brand where you can book flights, hotels, holidays, car rentals, and attraction
tickets if you can’t make it into the office. www.greatvaluetravel.co.uk

All of the above can be booked through the Great Experience Travel Office in Witney with Great Experience’s
usual levels of expertise and personal service. Call us, call in, or visit www.greatexperiencetravel.co.uk
Waterloo Walk, High Street, Witney, 0X28 6EUTel: 01993 627713; e-mail: info@greatexperiencetravel.co.uk
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TAkE A LOOK AT OUR
FLOCK OF BIRDS AT
ABLACKBIRDSANGCOM

20% STONESFIELD AND NEARBY VILLAGE DISCOUNT
USE THIS CODE WHEN CHECKING OUT: STONESFIELD20
OR CALL GENNY AND TONY ON 01993 891030

Blackbird with worm
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