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Responses to short survey in March 2022 Slate
Where in Stonesfield 
do you live?

What do you like about Stonesfield?
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Response Open-Ended Response Open-Ended Response Open-Ended Response Open-Ended Response
BLUE TEXT = PAPER REPLIES
Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

Many local organisations on offer, club etc., shop and 
haiardresser

1 1 1 Keep boundaries where they are. 1 Car parking on corners & pavements. Fewer people speak 
to you these days. Hedges over pavements.

1 Any housing development should be aimed at young first-
time buyers. No expensive mansions.

1

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

Beautiful quiet town with its own character and people. 
Like 20mph restriction.

1 Minimise further building. Enforce planning and AONB 
restrictions.

1 Smarten up area around village shop 1 Re-open the pub! 1

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

It is a living village and not just a dormitory 1 1 1 1 The dark skies project, green spaces and the library 1 1 1 The lack of a pub 1 That the every-increasing number of vehicles passing 
through the village were driven with a due regard to its 
characteristics

Woodstock Rd/Combe 
Road and roads off

the fields, woods and common land surrounding 
Stonesfield. The character of the Conservation area

1 Protect fields to south and the Common. Character of 
conservation area; area around Roman villa. Pub.

1 1 Anti-social behaviour of minority including damage to 
village property - signs, play area etc. Speeding vehicles - 
by racers! Ugly centre around shop, and around library.

Self-closing gate to play area. All-weather surface in play 
area, all-weather path to tennis courts & Astro/Muga. 
Exercise equipment. Electric charging points. Planting on 
Longore & Greenfield. Bench in centre. More dog bins.Path 
from Woodstock Rd to playing fields. More trees along 
Woodstock Rd/Combe Rd.

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

It's semi-rural, very quiet yet has a real sense of 
community and excellent access to the countryside. The 
clubs are great.

1 1 1 The feeling of community is important; the services; the 
beauty of the environment is intrinsic to the feeling of 
peace & beauty here. It doesn't need much more 
development does it?

1 1 The loss of the pub is a shame. The excessive development 
at the top of the village seems unnecessary - why not have 
affordable housing? It seems too late now.

1 1 Continued survival of green and community groups which 
can protect the history & future of the village. A pub would 
be good. 

1 1

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

It's quiet, set in lovely countryside which is easily 
accessible, has a fair number of amenities - good 
community and range of age and demographic.

1 1 1 1 1 I think the village as a whole needs to be protected against 
indiscriminate development. I think the pub needs to be 
taken into village/community hands if possible.

1 1 All the infill building which is stylistically a mishmash. 1 The shop developing a bigger range of of items & produce. 
Limited bilding development aimed at local people wanting 
to stay and live in the village - ideally well-designed Council 
housing. 

1

Woodstock Rd/Combe 
Road and roads off

Strong community, lovely location 1 1 Woods and green spaces. No further developments. Our 
good bus service in the village. Rights of way & footpaths. 
Preserve dark sky (NO street lights).

1 1 1 Lack of pub in the village. River pollution. 1 1 Reopening of village pub. 1

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

It's a mixed community with light industry mixed with 
housing. No street lights. The school, shop, church, 
chapel, hairdresser. Community groups, scouts etc.

1 1 1 1 The mixture of light industry & housing so that it's a 
proper working village. No street lights. The green fields 
around the village.

1 1 Too many street signs. New residents who don't like the 
sounds/smells of a village in the countryside who want to 
change it to a manicured village. New developments on 
the edges of village.

1 1 Return of some light industry, affordable houses for young 
people, bungalows for elderly residents. No more large 
houses for people who don't support the local school. White 
Horse re-opening.

1 1

Woodstock Rd/Combe 
Road and roads off

Friendly people, attractive mix of buildings, general 
location, good walking, village shop, range of services

1 1 1 local community, village character Absurdly high property prices (my own house price has 
increased by a factor of 250 since 1965) which risk 
turning local property into an investment rather than 
places to live in, and prevent those young enough to be 
parents from living here.

1 Ban on high priced building, more social housing, improved 
road surfaces, reduction in road signage

1 1

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

Good playingfield/play park. Lots of good walks around 
village.

1 1 Pre-school, pub, school, shop, post office, social club 1 1 1 (nothing listed) affordable housing for the younger generation so they stay in 
the village

1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

Church, shop/PO, schools, library, allotments, village 
hall, St James Centre, lack of street lights, variety of clubs 
& societies, bus services, friendliness

1 1 1 1 1 1 Surrounding farmland, woods & footpaths, allotments, 
pub, size of village and community appropriate to 
discreet rural and historic settlement

1 1 1 Helicopters, dog & horse excrement on footpaths and 
roads, litter, piecemeal development of high-cost houses 
for commuters without increased infrastructure

1 1 White Horse pub revived - LA to buy as community asset & 
sold on to villagers. Enforcement 20mph limit. Cycle track to 
woodstock. Youth Club. Affordable houses for the young and 
the elderly.

1 1 1

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

lovely friendly village, fantastic playing field for sports, 
great walks

1 1 1 village shop, post office, pub, social club, pre-school and 
school. No street lights.

1 1 1 1 (nothing listed)) more truly affordable housing to encourage young people 
and families

1

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

friendly village 1 White Horse pub, village shop 1 1 (nothing listed) support solar panel farm

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

that there are no street lights. That there are still a library, 
shop & hairdressers

1 1 I want to preserve the lack of light pollution, and keep our 
facilities

1 1 No pub. That there is no village green for communal 
outdoor gatherings, the excess of traffic signs, no seating 
near the shop

1 1 to have a village pub with food. A community 
orchard/garden. More benches for the elderly to use.

1

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

It's a friendly village. 1 pub and bus service 1 no pub or care. Rubbish bus service. 1 A pub/cafe; Better bus service to hospitals. 1 1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

Everything (more or less) 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 All our green spaces and surrounding fields 1 Lack of pub! 1 A good pub. 1

Longore/Greenfield and 
roads off

Diverse community, creative ideas of how to improve the 
village, willingness to stand up and make things happen, 
friendlness

1 All green spaces within the village and no extra external 
developments outside. Villlage school. Pub. Sports 
facilities. Shops & businesses.

1 1 1 1 1 The area where Longore meets Pond Hill - it's an eyesore. 
The area leading to the village hall is also not very pleasant 
at times.

Strategic signage to direct walkers & cyclists to the shop. Any 
development to cater for families to keep the school. No 
more executive houses. All houses to be 'Cotswold' stone.

1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

It is still rural, with easy/quick access to open 
countryside. It's  an authentic village where people work.

1 1 These open spaces so no more building houses. No street 
lights.

1 1 The risk of further housing development 1 Guaranteed protection of our rural status. 1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

The fact that there is very little light pollution – NO 
STREET LIGHTING

1 The spaces within and surrounding the village – no more 
new houses extending the size of the village.

1 The pot hoes in the roads and lanes 1 None, other than getting the White Horse open again, no 
more new houses

1 1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

The close-knit community. Being in unspoilt countryside 
and yet close to main roads for shopping.

1 1 The older parts of the village and the surrounding fields, 
woods and country lanes.

1 People driving too fast. The new housing which does not 
cater for fammilies already here, whose children wish to 
remain here and buy affordable homes.

1 Some kind of restriction and/or penalties for people parking 
dangerously/inconsiderately. A pub!

1 1
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Longore/Greenfield and 
roads off

Small size; close proximity to countryside walks, river, etc 1 Stockey woods; Churchfields allotments; all existing 
public rights of way; village shop; bus route

1 1 Nothing really New developments kept to an absolute minimum, and 
limited to affordable housing only

1

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

The community, peacefulness, surrounding countryside 
and the school.

1 1 1 I would like to see the White Horse protected from 
becoming a residential property, and reopened as a pub.  I 
would also like to preserve the absence of streetlights.

1 1 The absence of a functioning pub. 1 The main change I would like to see would be for the pub to 
reopen, and also offer daytime refreshments.  As a home-
worker I would cherish the opportunity to drop by for a 
coffee during the daytime while catching up on emails.

1

Woodstock Rd/Combe 
Road and roads off

A friendly community, no street lights, easy access to 
countryside, a village school, a good mix of people, active 
community and sports groups, a well stocked village shop 
and post office. 

1 1 1 1 1 1 The pub, access to rights of way/footpaths, infrastructure 
that supports the community, the sporting facilities, the 
use of the village hall for social events, bus service (public 
transport), the library. 

1 1 1 1 1 1 Developments without corresponding improvements in 
village facilities eg pub, shop, new village hall, bus service, 
road access. 

1 The pub to re- open as a community asset (so desperately 
needed), new village hall/community centre, improvements 
to facilities for children’s groups eg scout hut, greater 
proportion of affordable starter homes (but not big 
developments or expensive 4/5 bedroom houses!).  

1 1

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

Friendly village 1 Existing buildings and surrounding habitat 1 Secluded and few local amenities 1 1 Restore the pub 1

Woodstock Rd/Combe 
Road and roads off

The lovely village buildings, the countryside, the shop, 
the facilities at the sports ground inc the library, the 
people and great community feel.

1 1 1 1 The existing facilities that we have and finding a way to 
bring out last pub back to life in the village (which is sadly 
missed).  The overall village feel.

1 1 1 1 1 1 Nothing other than the fact that the pub is closed… 
Having a village pub was a key reason that we chose to 
move here a few years ago.

1 Will not repeat the point re the pub.  Some roads and 
footpaths need repair - especially for the elderly.

1 1

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

I like the people I meet, and the activities that we do 
together. I love the landscape it sits in, with its gentle 
folds, its river valley and woods, and the stone of its 
buildings, higgledy-piggledy as they are in style. I also 
enjoy the many paths and bridleways that lead off in all 
directions, for walking and cycling. I appreciate the shop 
and garage, and the playing fields and social club. And at 
the end of each day I like the quiet and darkness of a 
Stonesfield night.

1 1 1 1 1 The countryside all around the village...every bit and the 
freedom of access that goes with it. The older parts of the 
village too, but even these may have to see some change 
in order to be sustainable from an energy-use perspective. 
I want to see at least one functioning pub and the school 
gives the village a beating heart and a reason for younger 
folk to stay or locate here. I want the variety of different 
people to grow - it would be boring and sterile if we were 
all the same in background, income, ethnicity and 
interests.

1 1 1 It can sometimes feel like 2 villages with a zipper down 
the middle along Pond Hill. When it's at its best this 
disappears and we find ourselves enjoying events that 
bring the whole village together. The new developments 
are islands and don't connect one place to another; I've 
no reason to walk through them, and they do nothing to 
add to the social mix of the village. The lack of a pub at 
present.

1 Apart from the reopening of the pub! Events and activities 
that bring us together. Perhaps a renewable energy scheme 
we could invest in and/or benefit from depending on our 
means. Extending cycle access through Blenheim grounds for 
Combe and Stonesfield residents. More affordable housing 
for younger families instead of expensive, profit-seeking 
mansions; this too is key to providing for future diversity 
within the people of our community.

1 1 1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

Community, beautiful countryside and space, LIbrary, 
proximity to Oxford

1 1 The pub! 1 Lack of pub. 1 Pub in use again. 1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

Good community - people know one another, and there is 
a lot of neighbourly ‘helping out’ goes on. Friendly 
greeting from others as you walk out.

1 I wouldn’t want to see a lot of development, and the 
village becoming too big. I don’t want the place to be 
landlocked by solid walls of housing, and urbanised.

1 Don’t like the development off Woodstock Road - a 
crummy pastiche of ‘Cotswold’. 

Where there is new development, lots of trees and bushes 
planted to soften things. Nice if the White Horse could be a 
pub again. 

1

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

Very neighbourly - good village feel  Range of clubs, 
activities  dark sky at night

1 1 1 White Horse  dark sky  common  1 1 1 New owner of White Horse!  New houses going up are not 
right size/price range for younger people

1 1 reopening of White Horse  any new developments to be 
carefully planned with younger buyers/renters in mind  
Councils no longer seem to be building social housing

1 1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

Open spaces and not urbanised with too many 
pavements.No Street lights so we can see the night sky. 
Strong  community spirit. We are in rural England with 
easy access to the open countryside

1 1 1 We must keep the pub  it would be awful if a country 
village of this size had no pub. Maintain as many of the 
clubs, societies and associations as possible as that 
supports community  spirit

1 Creeping expansion of new houses writing the sense of 
accounts village in rural England

1 Road repairs are urgently needed. The pub needs to open. 
Small buses more suited to our narrow roads and lanes.

1 1

Woodstock Rd/Combe 
Road and roads off

The nature aspect of the village. 1 The huge nature areas off Combe Road and surrounding 
the river 

1 No streetlights and a limit on shops/pubs/restaurants 1 1 Perhaps a bigger shop or open longer, pub being opened and 
hopefully pot holes being fixed. 

1 1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

Beautiful village with great walks. The village population 
is friendly and helpful

1 1 Protect the surrounding green space/fields to avoid 
development. Preserve the country walks. Protect the 
local shop.

1 1 Petty vandalism, such as cars being keyed, litter thrown 
into gardens.

Additional but selective street lighting. 1

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

Community support. Beautiful countryside. 1 1 Woods and river walks. Bus service. Local shop. 1 1 No pavement on most roads. More buses to Witney. More pavements. 

Longore/Greenfield and 
roads off

Location and access to countryside.   Lots of community 
activities for a small village.   Strong sense of community 
(before covid anyway)

1 1 Access to the countryside  Village amenities - social club 
sports facilities etc  Pub

1 1 1 1 1 1 Accessibility - there are no buses on Sunday. Buses are 
disproportionately more expensive than if you went to 
Oxford from Woodstock.   Lack of central space in the 
middle of the village. Green space especially. 

Pub opened   Lights at tennis court  Clean river  1 1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

The woods, river and various walks. I love that it feels cut 
off from other places, but also has enough amenities. I like 
having no street lights, the shop, the social club and the 
school is excellent. The garage is also great. I like the 
hickledy pickledy roads, and old houses. The bus route is 
also useful. The library is essential, and the village hall is 
brilliant. 

1 1 1 1 1 1 The meadows, river, woods. The nature that thrive off 
those areas. Sewage is a large concern in the river, as is 
pesticide run-off.

1 1 1 The river pollution. The fact the pub is shut and the owner 
is obviously a developer.

1 1 The pub to be bought by the community and then be the 
hub. The White House in Bladon is thriving, and if we could 
get the pub up and running it would be a great asset for the 
village and those that pass through / walk / cycle etc.

1

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

Great areas to walk, great social club, its rural location, 
friendly community

1 1 The Pub must be saved, its a vital cog both the the local 
economy and the wellbeing of the community. 

1 The lack of a Pub. 1 The pub being bought by the Save the White horse 
campaign, to ensure its survival for many many decades to 
come.

1

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

easy access to countryside, community activity, friendly 
neighbours

1 1 the ability for young households to live here providing a 
diverse range of ages amongst inhabitants  comparatively 
good public transport links

the imbalance in the population between younger and 
older people, high house prices, lack of truly affordable 
housing, pastiche housing design or poor housing design, 
lack of attention to environmental concerns on housing 
developments, lack of community energy initiatives, lack 
of new community housing initiatives following on from 
Stonesfield Community Trust's developments

1 Well designed housing provided to high environmental 
standards at affordable prices and to include smaller homes  
a new village hall built to passiv or activ house standards, 
with affordable passiv house standard housing around it to 
cross subsidise the village hall redevelopment  

1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

I like the friendly atmosphere in Stonesfield and the 
traditional feel which the village has 

1 I want to protect the surrounding fields and the wood 
,and I don’t want light pollution from street lights.

1 1 I don’t want to see the village increasing in size and I 
would like to see motorcycles kept out of the woods as 
they are a danger to other users of the wood.

I am pleased with the 20mph speed limit and would like the 
shop area to be smartened up.

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

Village life and closeness to the woods, river and walks. 1 1 The local countryside needs to be protected and the older 
properties need to be preserved.

1 The area around the shop and hairdressers. It’s unsightly 
and needs to be cleaned, painted and planted up with 
flowers/trees. The old bin needs to be removed too. The 
shop windows are tatty and need updating. It really 
affects the village style. The other area is by the village hall 
which needs to be kept clean too, maybe planters to 
cheer it up. The hedges are too high from a safety 
perspective. 

Encourage homeowners to make the most of their gardens or 
verges with spring bulbs. 

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

Village community, amenities, the pub when we moved 
was a factor. The bus service, having a shopand PO, 
children's park and the many walks

1 1 1 1 1 The White Horse pub to re open, community hubs, 
children's park

1 1 The lack of pedestrian walkway/ pavement between shop 
and route to the ridings /VH on Pond Hill

The pub reopened. The scout hut as an alternative 
community hut option. 

1
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Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

Friendly, quiet village within easy reach of wonderful 
walks.

1 1 Access to the available walks and the possibility of a 
thriving community village pub

1 1 The clear deterioration of the village pub and the 
difficulty of dealing with the owner.

1 A thriving community-owned village pub 1

Longore/Greenfield and 
roads off

A good community spirit. This has recently been 
emphasised by several amazing community led 
campaigns, including #backthewhitehorse, ‘calamity’ and 
the success in stopping the awful proposed Cala homes 
development, the money raised to buy the Sports Club’s 
tractor and the ongoing Scout Hut campaign.  I like the 
fact that the Stonesfield is still small enough (just)  to 
retain its village feel, but large enough to support a shop, 
a pub (when open!), a garage, a sports and social club and 
many other well attended clubs and societies.  I 
appreciate our green spaces, for example the Common, 
Stocky Wood, Bags Bottom, the Evenlode, Akeman Street, 
the allotments, and all the many local bridle and 
footpaths.  I love the fact we have no street lighting, less 
light pollution than most places, energy saving and thus 
resulting in beautiful star lit skies.  I like to hear the 
church bells ringing whether it be for the ringers practice 
night or Sunday morning service.  

1 1 1 1 1 The last pub in the village, ACV - Asset of Community 
Value, the White Horse must be protected against further 
asset stripping and any future development this includes 
all parts of the pub (building, garden and car park) which 
are essential to its future viability. I fully supported the 
amazing #backthewhitehorse campaign, all the more 
amazing conducted in the middle of a pandemic! I 
continue to support the committee’s objective to to see 
the pub reopen for the benefit of the community.  I wish 
to protect and preserve all the green spaces that I’ve listed 
above in question 2.   Also to protect and preserve our 
lack of street lighting, we don’t need more light pollution 
in fact we need to reduce it even more.  We must protect 
and preserve our Cotswold status which keeps us in the 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, this helps us fight 
against unsuitable housing such as the awful proposed 
Cala Homes development.  We need to protect and 
preserve our existing Constituency Boundary, we must 
remain in the Witney Constituency or couple with where 
ever Charlbury is placed because of long standing and 
traditional Cotswold connections.

1 1 1 1 I don’t like the Charity Farm development, the design is 
totally out of keeping with the existing village. It’s as if an 
edge of town estate from somewhere like Bicester has 
been dumped onto the edge of our beautiful village. 
However new houses can be sympathetic to their 
surroundings, Sunderland Close is a great example of 
good, well thought through planning and building.  
Pollution levels in the River Evenlode are tragically high, 
it’s a local environmental disaster.  The increase in road 
traffic is having a negative effect on the village and the 
villagers, more pollution, more danger to pedestrians. 
Our narrow streets were not designed for high levels of 
traffic. Indeed there are several high volume traffic roads 
through the village which have no footpaths, school 
children, walkers, cyclists and horse riders are becoming 
more and more vulnerable.  The increase in antisocial 
behaviour, I suspect this has increased in line with 
increase in housing and population.  Littering is a 
problem, but sadly it’s not just Stonesfield.

1 1 I would like to see the vision of a community owned pub 
come to fruition, I believe it would be a wonderful asset to 
the village.  Change isn’t always necessary and change isn’t 
always for the good. Protecting and preserving what you 
already have is often the better option.

1

Woodstock Rd/Combe 
Road and roads off

The community is great, the shop is amazing, great groups 
and activities within the village. 

1 1 1 The pub is at forefront, it needs to be helped as much as 
possible to be brought under community ownership. 
Surely the pc can step in and make it happen??? They 
must do everything possible it must not become a private 
dwelling.  Keeping shop and school are also vital.  

1 1 1 That there are no foot/cycle paths along Coombe road 
(down Hill) and along Stonesfield straight, this would 
make for a much more safer and  pleasant 
walking/cyclying experience.  That the only remaining 
pub has shut, community made huge efforts but pc 
seemed not to care about keeping the pub, this must be of 
high concern  The pollution in our river  

1 1 The pub come into community ownership, surely pc can 
make this hsppen/make sure it doesn't become a private 
dwelling.  Foot/cycle path along Stonesfield straight and 
down the Combe hill

1 1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

friendly community spirit with activities for all, 
proximity to Oxford and so many other nice places, not 
too big/not too small, access to countryside, quiet, dark 
at night, old buildings, little through traffic, Evenlode, 
village amenities - school,  pre-school, shop, playing 
fields, village hall, library, churches but there should be a 
pub

1 1 1 1 1 1 The old character of the village, don't want more housing 
nor any more traffic, want to keep dark nights, access to 
countryside, the school/pre-school, shop, pub, playing 
fields. 

1 1 1 1 1 1 the council approach to housing / village expansion - I 
don't want to see Stonesfield end up more like Charlbury. 
Some of the councillors seem too close/sympathetic to 
local developers. The Stonesfield strait is just dangerous - 
it needs measures to slow drivers down.

1 More support for the environment, for example,  use land for 
alternative energy generation rather than building yet more 
new houses, a cafe/farm produce shop (like Eynsham 
emporium), a more proactive approach from the PC to save 
the pub now that so many people in the village have said 
they want to save it. 

1 1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

The countryside it is located in and the walking 
possibilities. It's a peaceful place but with a good mix of 
people from various backgrounds. The church is lovely 
and the shop is a real bonus. The sports ground and club 
are great adn we're very lucky to have an astroturf in such 
good condition.

1 1 1 1 We moved to the village (from Bladon) about 6 months 
before the pub closed its doors. I desperately want to see 
it return. I would also want to preserve our access to the 
countryside and the various footpaths and bridleways. I 
like that we don't have streetlights. Also we must 
maintain the bus routes as they are a lifeline. The library 
and village hall are also great assets.

1 1 1 1 It no longer has a working pub. I love pubs.  I think the 
playground equipment is a little dated and not quite as 
good as some of the other villages around.

1 A bloody coup d'etat at the White Horse. 1

Woodstock Rd/Combe 
Road and roads off

Nice people, good walking, relative lack of light pollution 
(no street lighting).

1 1 1 The character of the village, the pub if we had one. 1 1 Not much A proper community run pub 1

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

Great location with access to local towns as well as 
Oxford, London and the M40.  Terrific views across areas 
of natural beauty with many walks for our dogs

1 All current AoNB and walks 1 Lack of quality infrastructure.  The shop is poorly run and 
the village needs both a pub and a coffee shop

1 Pub and coffee shop 1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

Rural location and atmosphere - local walks - regular bus 
service - local shop 

1 1 1 Bus service - no street lighting - shop 1 1 occasional anti social behaviour - litter - no pub 1 pub - improved public transport to Oxford Parkway, 
Charlbury Station, Witney - more waymarked walks in 
association with local landowners

1 1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

friendly village, good atmosphere, stunning countryside 
and walks, community

1 1 Protect countryside (litter becoming a real issue) traffic 
calming (actioned), sense of community, the shop is a real 
asset, school, 

1 1 1 Real disappointment that the pub is closed, minor crime 
(damage to cars etc), pollution in the River Evenlode

1 1 A village pub that can offer so much to the community, we 
really miss this. A big issue in so many rural rivers but vital to 
make the Evenlode clean,

1 1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

The community Feel 1 The White Horse Pub to preserve the last pub in the 
village and community spirit 

1 Dog owners to don't clear up after their pets Peaks Lane turned into an Access only Road - to prevent 
blockages and to stop it being used as a short-cut

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

Beautiful countryside around us without feeling too 
rural. For a village it has good amenities, most 
importantly to us, a well stocked village shop (and it used 
to be that it had a food pub!) 

1 1 1 1 1 Pub!!! We would not have moved to Stonesfield if the 
pub was closed, it is vitally important to get it reopened!   
The school.   I believe these two things are key to 
maintaining our house prices, without these two the 
interest for people to move to the village will decrease 
considerably. 

1 1 No pub!   Would be great to have a cafe like Blake’s 
Kitchen in Clanfield.   Despite it being a good size village 
there’s not the same community event feel as some other 
villages. 

1 1 The pub re-opened!   If any additional housing is to be built 
then more amenities should also be built, ie a cafe, leisure 
facilities, pharmacy, drs etc. But ideally no more housing!   
This village is crying out for a place like Blake’s Kitchen in 
Clanfield!   Despite it being a good size village there’s not the 
same community event feel as some other villages. Eg 
Wootton by Woodstock has its annual Flower Show which 
really brings the whole village together. Something like this 
as one annual event would be great. 

1 1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

The location of the village being near several towns plus 
within the village easy access to beautiful countryside and 
friendliness of the majority of residents. A community 
feel. 

1 1 The overall look of the village - when new house are built 
to look in character.  The shop, post office, community 
areas, village hall, SJC, social club and THE PUB.

1 1 1 1 People speeding through it without thought to residents, 
no pub or cafe/coffee shop.

1 1 More thought given to the materials used for new buildings. 
A community pub/cafe.

1

Longore/Greenfield and 
roads off

The community feel and friendly atmosphere here. The 
preschool and our school 

1 1 The woods and river areas.   School, preschool and pub 1 1 1 I wish there was a fresh fruit and veg stall in/outside the 
shop or elsewhere in the village 

Fresh fruit and veg stall  Open pub 1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

Access to lovely countryside; it's a friendly and supportive 
community with lots of voluntary organisations 
underpinning public services 

1 1 The Common, Stockey Woods, and the river (but this 
needs intensive care to rescue it from the dire condition 
it's in). The White Horse as a fully functioning pub.

1 1 The new housebuilding, especially William Buckland Way 
and the developments off Farley Lane - too many large 
expensive houses and not enough smaller ones suitable 
for first time buyers. Also the tragic wasted resource 
which is the empty White Horse pub, despite the 
organised and financially stable group waiting to run it.

1 1 1 Care for the river - not just reducing or preferably stopping 
the pollution, but care of the riverbanks and removal of all 
the fallen trees that block flow - work that used to be done 
by the Environment Agency.  Also a community-run White 
Horse offering not just a pub but a meeting place , coffee 
shop, lunches for residents and visitors.

1 1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

It’s rural location, the local foot paths, the village shop 
and post office, the bus service, and the friendly 
environment.

1 1 1 1 Any areas suitable for wildlife, footpaths, the allotments, 
the shop, the bus service and it would be great to have a 
pub again.

1 1 1 1 The litter along local roads, the field hedging not being 
looked after and therefore being cut too often, and that 
there is no longer a pub. 

1 That we do whatever we can to keep and help wildlife.     To 
have a pub again.     To have some of the roads resurfaced as 
some of the repairs are not sufficient.

1 1 1
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Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

Location and good neighbours. 1 More-or-less the size of the village. Heavy traffic (both in volume & size) hammering through 
residential areas, inches from pedestrians, and showing 
little or no concern for their welfare.

1 A pavement down at least one side of the Ridings from Pond 
Hill to the Oxfordshire Way, even if it affects traffic flow.

1

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

We love the community, the environment that it sits in, 
that it is quiet and UNLIT by street lights.

1 1 1 It's really important to me to maintain the dark skies, to 
protect the environment around the village (such as 
Stocky Bottom and the river Evenlode) and within the 
village to maintain the services that help the community 
thrive - the school, church, village hall, library, sports 
facilities and shop. We are dismayed that the pub has not 
yet reopened and would like to see it's reopening as part 
of the village plan. 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 That the pub is closed. That the housing that is being built 
isn't meeting the needs of the community so it is difficult 
for young families to move here. It feels like the 
population is aging. 

1 1 The pub reopening, the school being well supported by the 
village, support for new community groups such as the 
various environment/climate groups, the river Evenlode 
being cleaned up, safe cycle routes into Charlbury and 
Woodstock (through Blenheim?), a regular bus route that 
goes via Oxford Parkway station to make using public 
transport a more viable option.

1 1 1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

Community, beautiful countryside, quiet, excellent 
access via train to Oxford/ beyonf

1 1 1 Community, friendly atmosphere, events, clean beautiful 
countyside, low crime rate

1 Litter in village, countryside, along roads, closure of 
village pub, 

1 Village pub to re open and promote community events. 
Fines for those leaving litter, worried about drains etc 
coping with more houses etc being built. We have had issues 
with drains and water authority advice that services are at/ 
beyond capacity. 

1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

Its position, surrounded by beautiful  countryside, with 
numerous footpaths.  Its mix of housing, (although this is 
changing).   

1 Its small village size.  The school, the shop, the pub, the 
playing field and tennis courts, a village hall and a library, 
St James Centre. 

1 1 1 1 1 The William Buckland estate - very expensive houses and 
unimaginative design.   Rather ugly and out of date village 
hall.

Improved bus service to Witney.  Bus connection to trains 
from Charlbury station.  The opening of the pub.  

1

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

Its close to combe.    The social club Baggs bottom and the river     Top if the ridings 1 All of the londoners moving to the village Footpath along the ridings

Woodstock Rd/Combe 
Road and roads off

The over all friendly feeling when you walk around the 
village, an 'old fashioned' feeling that people care, that 
doesn't happen in larger communities.    Having a Post 
Office and shop which is run by such great people, Reyka 
and Matt.    A good selection of lovely places to walk.    The 
location is beautiful, the small size of the village.    The 
community spirit.    It's a tidy village, people in general 
care about how it looks, looking after their small section 
of it.

1 1 1 The shop and Post Office.  The current level of housing 
stock, no more sizeable developments.  Public footpaths.  
The village pub.

1 1 Some intermittent anti-social behaviour.   The village pub brought back to life. 1 1

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

Community rather than 2nd home or commuter village. 
Surrounded by beautiful countryside. Good secondary 
school in catchment.

1 1 Community by keeping local amenities. In particular the 
pub, primary school, shop and church. Access to current 
range of public footpaths and bridleways. 

1 1 1 1 Lack of a regular bus service, particularly in the evenings 
and Sunday. Inadequate sewerage system.

A stop to external property developers who have no interest 
in our village as a community, such as Jonathan Bowers 
shaping the future of the village. 

1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

Peaceful, quiet, pretty village with friendly neighbours. 
Great access to country walks and beautiful surroundings. 

1 1 Architecture. Protect historic buildings and ensure 
planning permission is only granted so development is in 
line with current aesthetics. 

No pub!     There is a small element of hooliganism which I 
hope does not become a real issue.     No bus service into 
Witney. 

1 A pub, a bus service to Witney,  maybe the addition of a 
coffee shop. 

1

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

Friendliness of the village. Countryside and great walking 
with easy access to a range of footpaths.  Access to oxford 
when needed. It was brilliant having the pub to meet a 
good range of neighbours when we first moved here.  
Warm welcome in the church. 

1 1 1 An open pub offering a social hub and good meals out - it 
is currently sorely missed.  Regular bus services to 
Woodstock, Oxford, Charlbury and Witney.  Local shop & 
post office.  Church.

1 1 Currently the long time the pub has been closed. 1 Restoration and reopening of the pub. 1

Longore/Greenfield and 
roads off

The size and shape of the village. The facilities and the 
overall location on the county.

1 1 1 1 No further expansion of building houses on our 
perimeter. The village should not continue to just 
expand. The absolute need for a local pub in the village 
and for it to once again be a hub of the community.

1 Currently no pub, which is essential for the continued 
social bond in the village

1 A pub become mandatory! A stop to any expansion of the 
village. 

1 1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

Quiet, pretty village, lovely scenery and friendly locals 1 1 The countryside- woodland and rivers nearby 1 It can feel out in the sticks, out of the way from local 
towns. There is not a lot in terms of businesses in the 
village, it is shame that there is no longer a pub which 
previously used to be a central meeting place for locals  
No streetlights has always been a little unnerving and 
makes me worry from a security point of view

1 Streetlights on main routes through the village  Would like 
for the pub to reopen but unsure if this is possible  

1 1

Longore/Greenfield and 
roads off

The spacious green spaces around the village. That there 
are no streetlights

1 1 Want to preserve the integrity of the village and Stocky 
Woods and the White Horse pub

1 1 Cultural isolation. Having to rely on a car Curbing development by stealth. Fewer 4/5/6 bed houses, 
more 1/2/3 bed houses

1

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

Easy access to open countryside. Shop/library. Always see 
someone you know to chat to when out for a stroll. Fresh 
eggs! Variety of housing - mixed community.

1 1 1 Current popular walking areas - by the river, towards the 
villa etc. the Common. Residents' gardens - trees etc - 
discourage concreting front gardens.

1 Dog owners (small minority) who don't discourage their 
dogs from jumping up on you. Also incessant barking. 
Some groups a bit cliquey & not very welcoming to new 
people.

Affordable housing for young people. Important to have 
young families in the village who will support the school. 
Opportunities for informal socialising - community cafe is a 
great idea! Pub re opening - the ideas for the community pub 
were excellent. 

1 1

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

Beautiful, quiet, small, rural English village. Special walks, 
Good school, welcoming church, convinent shop, and 
enjoyable social club. Bus service is good. 

1 1 1 1 1 Woods, rural aspect, wildlife, trees, plants, the river! 
Should remain a small village, not hundreds of new 
houses, this would erode the wonderful culture here. 
Bicester is a prime example of too many, concentrated 
housebuilding leads to more drugs, crime and running 
out if school places. Housing increases need to be very 
limited and benefit the village. Also need to be 
environmentally sustainable. 

1 Should be some strategically placed street lights of an old 
vintage style. Particularly at the narrow roads and 
pavements. Not many but a handful across the village is 
needed.   The pavement/parking at the village shop is 
uneven and dangerous. Access for disabled and push 
chairs particularly at school times are completely 
inadequate and dangerous. People have to come onto the 
road which is narrow and has a sharp bend. A school 
crossing at this bend is needed. Would be nice if the 
White Horse would open as a pub again, not flats for one 
individual putting own greed ahead if the village.    Being 
able to upscale to a larger house in the village I suspect 
will be very difficult due to availability and cost. I accept 
that this is contradictory to not having lots of new houses 
here. But a small proportion that would benefit the 
village and more value for money would be nice 
detached, not flats, perhaps locals should have a % 
priority.

1 1 1 See above, parking/ pavement access at shop needs resolving 
before there is an accident, school crossing, some well place 
street lighting (vintage style not city style).   A small 
proportion of nice housing in the right areas, not social 
housing flats. Locals should have a priority and they are not 
£1m + each.

1

Woodstock Rd/Combe 
Road and roads off

Walking routes around the river. The school is lovely 1 1 The countryside leading to and around the Evenlode 1 No pub. No Village green 1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

The beautiful walks on the door step.  The friendly 
community. Lots of opportunities to get involved with 
community events and societies. It's proximity to Oxford, 
Witney and Woodstock/Blenheim, Stratford. The dark, 
starry night skies.

1 1 1 As much of the open space, and countryside as possible.  
The amenities that we still have - village hall, library, 
shop.....

1 1 1 Limited roadside parking 1 It would be great to have our pub open again. It would also 
be good to have somewhere like a cafe to socialise/meet up 
with people during the day.  I miss the farm shop. 

1

Woodstock Rd/Combe 
Road and roads off

No street lights, beautiful open countryside - great for 
exercise (running, cycling or walking), walking distance to 
Blenheim Estate. We moved here 20 years ago because of 
the charm Stonesfield had. Friendly people.

1 1 1 The surrounding countryside. Stonesfield is in the 
Cotswold AONB but it is losing its charm because of large 
scale developments such as Charity Farm.

1 Lack of a PUB, large scale developments like Charity Farm 
that are an eyesore.

1 The White Horse PUB open!   Tougher Planning restrictions 
for new housing. 

1 1
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Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

Its a friendly village with a sense of community 1 The school, the pub , the footpaths ,the river  1 1 the  amount of traffic, the speed of the traffic.  the poor 
infrastructure, roads ,drains, public transport. The village 
has grown without any significant infrastructure 
improvements . The river is now no more than a sewer full 
of falling trees

1 1  anything that addresses question 4 1 1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

1.Friendliness. 2. Village garage. 3. Easy access to many 
footpaths. 4. Good Village Hall and Sports facilities.  5. 
Plenty of Clubs/Societies/Activities

1 1 1 1 1. All the above. 2. Stockey Wood, Bag’s Bottom.  3. 
Community Centres  - St James’, Village Hall, Library, 
SSSC.  4. Allotments on Churchfields, written into the 
Neighbourhood Plan.  5. 20mph limit.

1 1 1 1 1 1. Closed White Horse.  2. Uncontrolled dogs .  3. Badly 
parked vehicles.  4. Poor pavement provision.

1 1 1. More community seating, eg. outside shop.  2. Improved 
pavements for pedestrians, esp. those with buggies, prams, 
wheelchairs.  3.  More dog waste bins. 4. White Horse up and 
running.

1 1

Longore/Greenfield and 
roads off

Friendly vibrant village in a beautiful location. 1 1 Everything we have at present. 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 To many large expensive houses being built. 1 White Horse sorted out. 1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

The countryside 1 The peace and quiet of the landscape 1 It doesn't feel like it has a coherent centre. The shop area is pretty depressing to look at- could be 
smartened up. Also would love to see the pub open and 
during the day as a coffee shop. To be able to meet friends 
during the day for a coffee without driving would be great

1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

No street lights  Surrounding countryside, Stockey 
Bottom, the Evenlode, the Common  Relative 
peacefulness  The people who live here  The shop/ Post 
office

1 1 1 1 A pub  All the issues mentioned in number 2 1 1 1 1 Lack of a pub  New building developments of big 
expensive houses (clearly not for local people)

1 1 I like it as it is. 

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

Friendly.  No streetlights.  Away from main roads.  
Beautiful countryside.

1 1 1 Protect countryside from further building development 
Farley Lane, The Ridings, Woodstock Road, Combe Road.  
Preserve local transport services. Protection for / of  local 
businesses.

1 No longer the village I moved to.  It is far to congested 
with cars and traffic now makes it very busy.  You can no 
longer walk on the lanes without constantly having to 
move for traffic.  There isa problem with vandalism.  It is 
no longer a peaceful place to live as it was a few years ago.

1 1 Benches on some of the local walls i.e Ruddy lane where the 
track opens out to fields.    Removal of the OTT signage as you 
enter the village.  Development of public transport to 
Witney.  Collaboration between community organisations 
for use of buildings to bring together social activities of a 
diverse interest, educational, social nature.  Something 
which provides opportunity got single people to share 
interests in a safe environment.     

1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

Walking access to nature, close drive to the Cotswolds 
and Oxford, in a tree conservation area, no street lights, 
and a lot of old and interesting stone cottages. Residents 
from a variety of walks of life and age.  A shop and bus 
service.

1 1 1 1 1 Walking access to the Evenlode and the fields and forest.   
No further multi-residence housing developments.  
Preservation of the green land surrounding and within 
Stonesfield.  The architectural integrity of an old an 
historic village including no street lights. 

1 1 No pub.  Bus service is limited, no busses during rush 
hours, no service on Sunday.   Too many too big lorries 
trying to navigate our small, winding and charming roads.  
Theft and vandalism--this is a serious and on-going 
problem,  worse than I have experienced living in big 
cities. 

1 1 A pub, better bus service, 20mph limit throughout the 
village, limiting traffic to small lorries only (by tonnage, 
length and width--Stonefield is not a throughway, so local 
customers can request delivery on smaller vehicles, as we did 
with our removal company.   A better shop, perhaps a 
community venture highlighting local purveyors--meat, 
bakery, produce.  A more robust or institutionalised 
Neighbour Watch.  Perhaps some Village CCTV or help with 
organising individuals getting security cameras. 

1

Woodstock Rd/Combe 
Road and roads off

It is a healthy environment: not blighted by 
overdevelopment; low levels of light pollution - beneficial 
for bats, birds, insects and residents; light traffic - 
beneficial for air quality, wildlife and health of residents; 
ease of access to countryside; abundance of wildlife

1 1 Protect unspoilt environment and resist over-
development; protect biodiversity and access to nature 
and green space; do not install street lighting UNDER ANY 
CIRCUMSTANCES.

1 1 I like everything about Stonesfield. I have been renting in 
Stonesfield for over a year now since the new housing 
estates in Tackley destroyed the quality of life of the 
village and made my garden unusable.

None. Value what is here and do everything in your power to 
protect it.

1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

The stunning, tranquil countryside and wildlife on our 
doorstep where we can walk means everything to me. The 
landscapes - wood, fields, common, river, country lanes. 
The allotments, the beautiful Church and cemetery and  
the cottages and little roads and lanes that still reflect 
some of the bygone age. The stone! - walls and homes. The 
gardens . The shop and the people who run it, the friendly 
residents. The Slate and all those who are active members 
of the community. (I am relatively new and am not 
involved but appreciate that there are many who are 
great community members. I would like to become more 
involved) The night sky - no light pollution

1 1 1 1 Although I would want the roads to be maintained, I 
wouldn't want to see them being modernised. I like the 
lack of street lighting, the lack of pavements in many 
areas, the non-uniformity. I  would want the allotments 
to remain as they are. I want to keep the look of a 
Cotswold village. Protect all that is beautiful, maintain 
the old and characterful and above all preserve the 
countryside. Everything that I have mentioned that I like 
about Stonesfield including that feeling of community. If 
there is to be more building, I would want the 
countryside to be protected and infrastructure to be very 
carefully considered. 

1 1 I am not sure that I have anything to put in this box. I like 
Stonesfield but would like to find a ways to be part of the 
community. I shall try the allotment! As a single 60 year 
old woman, I wouldn't walk into a social gathering on my 
own. I don't have children at school (or any children as a 
matter of fact) which can be a good way into meeting 
people. I have lots of amazing friends elsewhere so I am 
not lonely, but I wonder if there are residents who might 
be and feel they can't access anything within the village? I 
like the idea of groups that can provide company and 
provide a service to the community and beyond.

Changes - unfortunately I haven't got any important 
suggestions to offer here and feel that I should have. Perhaps 
if I hear other people's ideas, I might!  I wonder if there might 
be some group(s) that might be of interest/help to some 
people that would provide company and some service to 
others. I can't say exactly what that might be but it would be 
interesting to see if there are villages with some good ideas. I 
like the idea of upcycling, recycling and I believe that has 
been mentioned in the Slate already. 

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

The community feel to the village. The beautiful 
surrounding countryside.

1 1 I want to see The White Horse back open and serving as a 
community hub.

1 That the White Horse is closed. 1 The White Horse opening again. 1

Woodstock Rd/Combe 
Road and roads off

It has such a strong community feel and the 
location/surroundings 

1 1 Our green space.   The conservation area buildings/streets.   
The community facilities- shop, halls, pub (!), library, 
playing field etc

1 1 1 1 1 1 The Pye development (William Buckland way) as it is very 
much not in keeping with the rest of the village. 

1 Control of future development.  More work on sustainable 
development, protection for our green surroundings and 
biodiversity. 

1 1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

Rural community but sufficiently large to maintain / 
sustain facilities and a large variety of social and sporting 
activities

1 1 It's rural feel but not limiting modest development on 
new sites or infilling.  A regular bus service  Pre-school and 
primary school  Green spaces

1 1 Lack of a decent / any pub  1 More focused on retaining what we've got - reasonable 
public transport, sporting and social facilities

Longore/Greenfield and 
roads off

Countryside, community, position 1 1 Green areas around the village . The environment such as 
keeping river and countryside pollution free. Facilities 
such as the shop and pub 

1 1 1 Restricted public transport. No pub or similar 1 1 Pub , more buses . Better road upkeep 1 1 1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

The beautiful surrounding countryside,  number of walks 
available,  friendly people,  sense of community and 
history.

1 1 The Common, Stocky Woods,  The Glebe and the whole 
AONB area that surrounds the village.

1 Too many fast cars. 20 signs just gone up but i am unsure 
if it's making a difference.    No pub. 

1 1 1 A more environmentally friendly focus. Encourage more 
cycling.  Less vehicle use. More electric vehicles. Leave verges 
uncut until autumn to increase biodiversity.  Plant trees and 
wild flowers along the Stonesfield Straight.  See as a village if 
we can encourage the land owners around us to manage the 
land in a more environmentally friendly way. Involve the 
children so they understand the importance of our local 
environment.  Make our local river clean for people and 
wildlife. 

1

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

The village is relatively small and not spoilt by large 
housing and other development. Rural feeling with 
narrow lanes and no street lighting. Original stone 
properties, access to walks, local shop etc. I object to the 
idea that Stonesfield has to grow as set out in the 
Stonesfield Slate issue no 522.

1 1 1 All the above 1 1 1 Speeding traffic, litter. Traffic signage becoming 
prominent which is to address the speeding traffic. New 
housing being built off The Ridings

1 1 1 Minor improvements to litter picking etc but do not want 
change to the small rural community feel. A pub would be 
good but not essential.

1

Longore/Greenfield and 
roads off

Sense of community, green space 1 1 Walking in the woods, scout hut, village hall and st James 
Centre, primary school, village fete

1 1 1 Occasionally small-minded people and racist remarks More community events

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

Great and active community, lovely countryside to walk 
in.

1 1 The countryside we have around us, I wouldn't want to 
see it grow beyond its current boundaries, it's amenities, 
it's village nature and sense of community.

1 The fact that we seem to have lost our pub! 1 Pub back. 1
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Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

friendly community, easy access to the countryside and 
woods, amazing views.

1 1 green areas, woods, fields. 1 traffic problems: road in the middle of village too narrow 
for pavement. junction by the white horse has poor 
visibility

1 traffic issue considered. and pub open would be rahter good. 1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

Easy access to beautiful countryside - Stockey woods, the 
river valley, the Common, bags bottom and all the 
footpaths.  Being protected in the AONB.  A lively, friendly 
community, although that is declining in recent years 
compared to 20 years ago  Old cottages with Stonesfield 
slate roofs.  No street lighting

1 1 1 All of the open green spaces around the village especially 
those listed above.  The primary school, the shop/PO, the 
White Horse pub, the village hall and playing field   The 
bus service (could be improved/extended)

1 1 1 1 1 1 Too many expensive, executive style houses being built 
instead of a better mix of housing especially affordable for 
rent Council housing.  The loss of shops - there used to be 
two butchers who also sold veg, a hardware store. The 
village needs to be more self sustaining.  We also need 
employment opportunities in the village to reduce 
commuting.  The polluted state of the Evenlode

1 1 1 Modest development of well designed environmentally 
sound housing meeting local need, not developers profits.  
Formal protection for open green spaces around the village, 
especially the arc from the Combe road going south around 
the village back up to the Ridings  A better, regular bus 
service to Witney  Refurbishment of village hall, including 
indoor gym perhaps.  Community ownership of the 
WhiteHorse  Thames Water heavily fined for continually 
emptying sewage into the Evenlode (better still take water 
company back into public ownership)

1 1 1 1

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

No street lights. Minimal street furniture. Minimal street 
signage. Smallish Village.

1 Restrict development to presently developed area. Clean 
water in streams and rivers. Stocky Wood trees need 
better care.

1 Too much building. Poorly maintained roads. Too much 
road signage. Creeping urbanisation. 

1 1 Stop building new builds. Challenge the need for more road 
signage and street furniture and if unnecessary take it down. 
Engage with Blenheim about Stocky Wood tree 
management. Ask Thames Water to sort out low water 
pressure and dumping sewage. Install public drinking water 
fountains at the tap and playing fields. 

1 1 1 1

Longore/Greenfield and 
roads off

Friendly town, post office, great walks on doorstep 1 1 1 The White Horse needs to be protected, a pub for the 
village to enjoy 

1 Local shop could be better and lack of cafe to grab a coffee 
and a snack!

1 Open the pub, cafe or coffee truck, volunteering scheme so 
its easier to get involved in the community 

1

Longore/Greenfield and 
roads off

Being rural, no street lights, strong community 
togetherness 

1 1 1 The size it is now, no further houses, Stockey Woods, the 
playing field, the river. 

1 That is has no pub or butchers. Having local produce in 
our shop

1 1 Getting a village pub back  Local produce being sold locally 1

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

its close knit community, i have only lived here for a 
couple of months

1 dont know the area well enough to answer the condition of some of the roads 1 a couple of street lights along the ridings road , with how 
cars park coming into stonesfield and along the top road it 
can make it a little unnerving walking late at night trying to 
dodge the pot holes

1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

Location. Surrounding countryside. 1 Protecting the smaller properties from being sold off as 
weekend homes or used as AirBnb. It’s all very well talking 
of low cost housing when smaller properties are being 
sold for commercial or just weekend use.  

The loss of the only pub.     The fact the council don’t 
bother to sweep our roads anymore - leaves and mud are 
building up and making walking within the village even 
less safe - especially as The state of many the roads within 
the village after the various services have been digging 
them up for many years is atrocious. Full of potholes and 
the build up of rotting leaves and muddy silt as a result of 
heavy rains and no drainage on many inner roads. The last 
time the roads had a new top surface was more than 30 
years ago.    People now leaving their waste bins out on 
the street between collections - this seems to be a new 
habit. Very unsightly - and quite dangerous last week 
when blown over the roads.       

1 Parking permits for residents 1

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

Quiet Everywhere! New housing developments 1 Stop further developments.   A proper pub to be proud of 1 1

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

Rural feel, no footpaths, no street lighting, lovely 
countryside, friendliness

1 1 1 The rural nature and current size of the village.  I would 
like the dark skies preserved (ie no streetlights) and do not 
want any more building.

1 Recent uncontrolled development on edge of village.  The 
fact that the pub is closed.

1 1 Would like the pub to open. 1

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

Location, unspoilt village environment , Would like to see new housing kept to a minimum,.  The 
White Horse should be protected and become the local 
hub and give the village a heart back.

1  I don’t like some of the parking that occurs in narrow 
streets and overspills onto residential areas that others 
live. 

1 Pub reopens, independent owned cafe and gift shop selling 
local crafts and gifts etc.Close the hairdressers or make much 
smaller , its rarely open so obviously not that widely used .   
A village ambassador meet and greet new residents person. 
We found it so hard when we moved to the village and 
would have liked to have had someone pop round with a 
smile and  welcome face to just give a little village 
background historic information and present day where 
things are and what goes on etc .

1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

Friendly community, great school, young families 1 1 The common, stocky bottom, the school grounds 1 1 Can be cliquey (eg unproductive negativity around the 
pub situation)

Bring back a lovely local pub, rally to support the school 1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

The peace and quiet, nice walks, wildlife, sense of 
community.

1 1 Churchfield allotments. 1 There is no pub. 1 A pub opening up in the village with good food. A protected 
clean spot on the river for wild swimming.

1 1

Woodstock Rd/Combe 
Road and roads off

Location, access to green spaces. Good school. Safe 
feeling (generally) for children. 

1 1 The overall size of the village.   Access to woods, river and 
surrounding areas.   School playing field.   No streetlights 
(preserve lack of suburban glow!). 

1 1 Recent developments of large, expensive properties not 
suitable for locals who have grown up here all there life's 
and are priced out market.   Fact village has become less 
active in village groups etc. same people helping/running 
multiple clubs, groups & activities.   Lack of pub. 

1 1 Reintroduction of pub.   Expansion of playing field and 
available activities.   New scout hut. 

1

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

Out in the countryside but not too far from Oxford 1 The countryside, it’s why we moved here from a city 1 No cafe/pub and the bus service ie no service Sunday and 
the 2 hour gaps in travel times morning and night

1 Better bus service and a nice cafe/pub 1 1

Longore/Greenfield and 
roads off

Ruralness, access to countryside, friendly community. 1 1 Amenities: Shop, post office, library, pre-school, primary 
school, SSSC, pub (when it reopens!)  And the 
surrounding countryside. I am very keen for the village to 
remain rural, connected to the countryside and not to be 
urbanised with large-scale town-looking developments.  
We also need to protect/preserve the Common and 
Stocky Bottom Woods, plus other areas such as the 
Oxfordshire Way.

1 1 1 The recent increase in street furniture! It's far too urban 
looking and not at all sympathetic to the rural/village feel 
(hopefully some of the signage can be reduced/removed 
once everyone is used to the 20mph.)

1 A safe/secure dog walking field. Less verge and hedge cutting. 
Management of Stocky Bottom woods. Better transport links 
(more options other than StageCoach Chipping 
Norton/Oxford route), such as more frequent services to 
places such as Witney, especially for the younger community 
who may go to college in Witney - or safer cycling network, 
e.g. between Stonesfield and Woodstock.

1 1

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

The size of the village, it's not a rat run to anywhere, the 
people, the shop, being able to walk into the countryside 
from the house, Septembeerfest, the promise of a pub (?), 
proximity to river, the Stonesfield Straight, The Ridings.

1 1 The countryside around it - no more 
expansion/housebuilding on the edges.  The shop, the 
pub, the tennis courts, the playing field, library, social 
club, village hall.

1 1 1 1 The large number of road signs, the undemocratically 
imposed streetlights, the chicane at the entrance to 
Stonesfield from the Stonesfield Straight.

1 Unnecessary road signs removed; streetlights and chicane 
removed; pub opened; bench(es) by the shop. 

1

Woodstock Rd/Combe 
Road and roads off

The beautiful surrounding countryside and wildlife, dark 
skies, sense of community.

1 1 1 The river, the common and woods, the biodiversity, the 
wildlife.

1 The lack of participation by some of the community.. The pub open! 1

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

Community  Rural   People 1 1 Countryside 1 Bus service  Inconsiderate parking , especially frequently 
blocking the road at Callow Farm and outside Glebe 
cottage 

1 More regular bus service  Something for teenagers  Our 
community pub opening or the White Horse opening with a 
tenant at a market rate rent

1 1
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Longore/Greenfield and 
roads off

Its community feel, people care about where we live  The 
range of activity groups that are available  I love that 
there's no street lighting, you can see the stars here.

1 1 1 All the green spaces and footpaths in/around the village.  
The White Horse public house.  The village shop, it's an 
excellent facility.  The Ridings, as a route for walkers / 
runners / cyclists / horse riders, ideally as a gated road or 
with the installation of a path to mitigate the ever 
increasing traffic.

1 1 1 The housing developments with a focus on large super 
expensive houses - there is a lack of consideration for 
those starting out or those wishing to downsize but stay 
in the village or those without mega money.  The amount 
of traffic now using The Ridings, particularly lorries.  The 
amount of traffic now passing through the village to get 
to Woodstock/Charlbury/Witney and beyond.  The 
absence of a pubic house.

1 1 I'd like to see the last pub in the village open and thriving 
again.

1

Woodstock Rd/Combe 
Road and roads off

Friendly people in a reasonably sized village. Some good 
facilities

1 1 1 Allotments. Playing field. Green space around the village. 
Access to woods and river

1 1 Failure of owner of White Horse to act reasonably 1 1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

Small enough to feel village like, enough diversity to make 
it interesting, facilities, although we do need the pub

1 1 Local jobs, the small industries should not have been 
driven out, shop, pub, school

1 1 Insufficient low cost housing, no small workshop facilities 
to encourage employment and diversity. Infilling, 
expansion of the village boundaries

1 A defined village boundary, pub restored, small workshops, 
no more overly expensive houses, more affordable homes, 
either  shared ownership or local authority or housing assoc.

1

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

Location in the countryside, dark skies and it’s general 
quietness (though recent building projects have damaged 
this element). Services in the village (though current lack 
of a pub is a disaster) are good and accessibility to London 
and Oxford is ideal. Stonesfield is largely picturesque as is 
the countryside surrounding. 

1 1 1 1 I would like to avoid streetlights to allow us to still see the 
stars at night. The green belt around the village is essential 
and I would be very disappointed to see additional 
expansion beyond the current boundaries. Access to 
footpaths needs to be maintained (& improved if possible - 
it would be good if farmers actually made an effort to 
maintain some of the bridle ways!). Stonesfield primary is 
a terrific resource for families of young children and must 
be supported. 

1 1 Not a lot. Lack of a pub is a problem.     Some of the more 
recent planning approval decisions for the development 
of large houses and especially the conversion of the Farley 
Lane offices have frankly been disgraceful. 

1 1 I would like to see the pub re-open and for it to be actively 
supported by the whole village. This does not include 
individuals visiting and nursing a glass of tap water all night 
in the bar!    Decisions on planning applications need to 
considered better with the wider benefits that any 
development will bring to the community being explained 
rather than simply considering economic impacts.     Thames 
Water to be heavily lobbied to improve their services and 
efforts to clean up the River Evenlode. 

1 1 1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

My neighbours  The beautiful untouched and natural 
environment - sky included!  

1 1 Churchfields Allotments  The no street lighting 1 1 The new housing estates taking up green areas  The shops 
looking very dilapidated and run down

1 1 More trees planted, fruit and nut included  Trees along the 
Stonesfield straight

1

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

Easy access to good walks. No street lighting. Retains (only 
just) a village feel.

1 1 No more building, the village is being swamped with new 
housing. Preserve the night sky by avoiding street lights. 
Protect our access to the countryside  and improve the 
water quality in the river.

1 1 Excessive street signage. Too much building.  20mph zone 
and the proposals for the giveway/stop at Laughton Hill  
The awful development at 1 Farley Lane which nobody 
supported and is so out of keeping.

1 1 Improve water pressure, reduce sewage pollution of river. 
Stop building new properties everywhere. 

1 1

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

The character of the buildings and beautiful surrounding 
countryside. The village is fairly quiet and people are very 
friendly.

1 1 I would like to protect the fields on entry to the village 
from all sides and preserve the river/woods and Roman 
Villa. 

1 The housing near the sports pitches and some of the more 
recent housing developments on the edge of the village. I 
don't particularly like how large the village is (and may 
get).

1 I would like to see infill development, instead of 
development on the edge of the village. I'd like this 
development to be limited. 

1

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

Green space  Community  Proximity to beautiful 
countryside and city like Oxford - perfect location  

1 1 Access to footpaths and woodland areas  Village hall and 
clubs/groups  Bus service  

1 1 Lack of pub - would like to see more activity on this  Some 
inconsiderate parking around the village - particularly 
where some residents seem to have 3+ cars per house

1

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

The community support 1 The school playing field, playground and sports field, the 
green outside the White Horse. All our communal open 
spaces

1 1 Lack of a pub or cafe, bakery, butchers… 1 1 Pub! 1

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

Friendly community, access to terrific walks, close 
enough to bigger villages, not overly ‘commercialised’ 
and there’s a real sense of community.     Great to see the 
new 20mph zone.

1 1 The country-side walks, the active community, the 
bus/school/shop/library/social club etc.     The feeling 
that it’s a real village / not something overrun with cookie-
cutter new development on the periphery that isn’t 
integrated (like at Hanborough)

1 No pub! It was such a great place to meet people.    I worry 
about more housing development and pressure on the 
old sewerage system. The water in the Evenlode is already 
in awful condition. Without significant infrastructure 
investment, large scale development could overload an 
already fragile sewerage system.     I am unconvinced that 
a village of this size can absorb too much social housing. 
With virtually no jobs in the village and not good 
transport options, workers need to drive out to find or 
get to work. This isn’t a place that can absorb large 
numbers of people on benefits as there isn’t a lot to do 
during the day 

1 1 1 Would be great to have a cafe (applaud the Saturday cafes for 
various charities).     Increased housing in all the villages puts 
pressure on the roads (perhaps a bike lane up the straight 
could be a good idea).     Would the village consider a solar 
farm such as at Charlbury. Increasing our eco-options, very 
important.     Bring back the re-cycling bins! 

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

It has a good social coherence 1 The size! If it gets any bigger it stops being a village, and 
becomes suburban sprawl. Our narrow roads and 
amenities can’t support more housing

The pressure on expansion, the traffic, the current lack of 
pub

If development takes place it has to be starter homes for 
locals. More 4 bedroom houses do nothing to add anything 
to the community 

1

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

The walks in countryside 1 Small village charm Lack of pub or cafe space, too many road signs. 1 The area in front of the shop is very grey and tired looking 
and could really do with a facelift to make this part of the 
village look more inviting. Also the graphics on the shops 
enormous windows are awful, I’m sure as a village we could 
fund some locally designed graphics (perhaps children from 
schools could input?). As a local business owner I’d be happy 
to give some money to the gardening club to help fund some 
plants or a tree at least in that area.

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

Very peaceful The pub reopening would be great . 1 I think the potholes especially on Greenfield road. 1 An outdoor gym with equipment would be helpful. 

Woodstock Rd/Combe 
Road and roads off

It is a lively village and the access to nature walks is good. 
Bus service is better than many villages. The Stonesfield 
Slate.

1 1 1 Protect its village status - no large developments which 
will turn it into a dormitory. Protect its Cotswold 
character by avoiding inappropriate developments.

There is a lot of anger about. There is no pub. 1 Open the pub. Small and carefully designed  developments of 
cheaper housing so young families can afford yo live here. 

1 1

Longore/Greenfield and 
roads off

A quiet peaceful village with friendly residents. Lots of 
nice interesting different walks in each direction.

1 1 Keep the village to a reasonable size with out large out of 
keeping new developments. We are a village not a suburb 
of Witney or Oxford. Don’t let street lights come to the 
village.

1 Continued threat from development & developers. 1 Get more people involved in running events, groups.  More 
for teenagers to do but that’s a very difficult problem.
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Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

(a)It is an active, friendly and socially mixed community 
of substantially well-intentioned, compassionate, 
interesting and talented people.   (b)It is situated in the 
Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.   (c)It has 
a good school which feeds to a good comprehensive 
school.   (d)It has some essential/desirable commercial 
facilities,  e.g. village shop, garage, hairdresser.   (e)For 
those fortunate to have private transport it has access to 
other good facilities in settlements close by, e.g. doctors' 
surgeries, supermarkets, pubs, restaurants.   (f)For those 
fortunate to have private transport it has access to city 
facilities, e.g. museums, theatres, cinemas, particularly in 
Oxford and London.   (g)It has some, albeit in some cases 
tired, well used communal facilities e.g. the Village Hall, 
Sports & Social Club and playing-fields and play-ground, 
the St James’s Centre, the Church & Methodist Chapel.  
(h)It has within it some remaining green spaces of great 
worth and on its margins many more.   (i)This provides 
considerable opportunity for healthy recreational 
activity, e.g. walking, running, cycling, the study of 
nature.   (j)It has at least some limited provision of 
genuine “affordable housing” for rent through rural 
exception sites and the Community Trust.  (k)It has a 
fascinating history rooted in slate mining and agriculture.   
(l)This is reflected in the sympathetic and attractive 
architecture of most of its older property and a small 
proportion of its more modern property e.g. the 
Maltsters.   (m) The "dark skies" essential to the character 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 (a)In general all those characteristics listed in 1 above but 
in particular: --  (b)Its AONB protected landscape status.   
(c)The few remaining green spaces without doubt within 
the village envelope including: the open space within the 
otherwise execrable new William Buckland Way 
development (described by the District Council planning 
expert witness in the Cala Public Inquiry as “a paradigm of 
the kind of development which a planning authority 
should not permit”), the Churchfields burial ground, the 
Churchfields allotments, the Church precinct including 
graveyard, the Primary School site including sports-field 
and play-ground and their surrounds, the “triangle” by 
the bus stop in front of the White Horse, the playing-fields 
and other green spaces within the Village Hall precinct.   
(d)Those green spaces arguably within or at the margin of 
the village and those just outside the margin of the village 
including: the land between the William Buckland Way 
development and adjoining buildings and the footpath 
along Akeman Street, the fields/open space alongside 
Combe Road between the Manor precinct and Bagg’s 
Bottom, the Manor and its grounds, the fields and other 
open spaces between Brook Lane (and the spur off the top 
of Brook Lane) and Bagg’s Bottom, the field/green space 
behind the Old Rectory site, the fields/green spaces 
beyond the Churchfields allotments and around the 
Scout Hut, the fields/green spaces between the built 
margin of Churchfields (Timberyard, Woodview, 
Woodlands Close, Woodland View , Ashridge, 

1 (a)The almost comprehensive erosion of open spaces 
within the village over several decades by the building of 
mostly characterless housing estates of second-rate 
design for the purpose not of meeting the needs of the 
community but to maximise the profits of the developers.  
(b)The threat to the outstanding natural beauty of the 
immediate surrounds of the village from the duplicitous 
intentions of developers such as Cala and Blenheim 
(through Pye) motivated solely by profit maximisation 
and cloaking their designs in false care for the 
community.  (c)The very limited nature of truly 
affordable housing (not the fiction as defined in the Local 
Plan and government policy) to rent and to purchase.  
(d)The very limited provision of small business premises 
which might provide employment for residents of the 
village  (e)The constant financial and other pressure to 
which the excellent Primary School is subjected by 
government to shed its community and democratic 
inspiration and direction and to embrace quasi-privatised 
Academy status.  (f)The token public transport system 
currently serving the village.  (g)The lack of bespoke cycle 
tracks physically separated from vehicular highways so as 
to enable and encourage safe cycling from Stonesfield to 
neighbouring settlements.  (h)The outdated and down-at-
heel nature of the well-used Village Hall and associated 
Sports and Social Club, notwithstanding the best efforts 
of residents and members, without any semblance of 
government or local government support.  (i)The demise 

1 1 (a)Green spaces to be preserved against grant of 
development permission should be designated to include all 
those areas specified in 3 (c) & (d) above.  (b)Policy should 
support the AONB Conservation Board “dark skies” policy 
and prohibit any erosion of the moratorium on street 
lighting.  (c)A complete moratorium on the grant of 
planning permission for housing development by 
commercial developers other than pursuant to (d) below.  
(d)Prioritisation of planning permission for housing 
development for (truly) low-cost housing both for rent and 
for sale.  (e)Encouragement and assistance, financial and 
otherwise, for community housing provision, e.g. through 
the Stonesfield Community Trust, housing associations etc., 
and priority to be given to grant of planning permission for 
this purpose.  (f)With this in mind, rigorous examination of 
potential rural exception sites.  (g)The devising and 
implementation of a housing design policy taking account 
the sympathetic and attractive characteristics of older 
village properties which reflect the agricultural and slate-
mining heritage of the village. Planning permission should 
only be granted on condition of compliance with such a 
design policy.  (h)Sites for small-scale employment-creating 
business use should be identified and encouraged by priority 
of grant of planning permission.  (i)A comprehensive public 
transport provision, free at the point of use and financed if 
necessary out of taxation, should be introduced consistently 
with the undertakings of the UK government at COP 26.  
(j)Policy should encourage a comprehensive network of 

1 1 1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

Community spirit, lovely countryside, good walking. The 
Common and the river (especially when it wasn’t so 
polluted).

1 1 All the above plus the dark skies. 1 The traffic, especially that which goes too fast on our 
narrow streets. Ugly new housing whose design takes no 
account of the local norms (e.g. houses built of red brick).

1 I’d like the pub to open. A bus service to Witney would be 
appreciated.

1 1

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

Countryside. Community. Peace 1 1 Boundaries. Dark skies. Bus service. Amenities (shop, 
school, church

1 Loss of PH. Speeding cars. Housing situation (second 
homes left empty, excess of unaffordable executive 
housing 

1 1 Some moderate housing whilst preserving integrity of 
village.   Transport to and from Witney at both ends of day 
(for employment). Re-opening of pub

1 1 1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

It’s in an area of outstanding natural beauty yet still 
accessible to other facilities eg culture, sport, transport

1 It’s rural character, facilities such as the shop and garage Lack of a pub or coffee shop 1 The pub being reopened all day with a meeting place in the 
day time for coffee, cake etc  More protection for pedestrians 
eg on the Ridings and Combe Road and cycle lanes

1 1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

Dark skies at night, fabulous walks from my door in any 
direction, the hourly bus service, proximity to two train 
stations, the shop and PO, the friendly community, our 
school, our church, the garage,  the Players, the fact that 
there are so many activities going on including 
sustainability. The Slate. The views from Brook Lane and 
over Stocky Woods and from the common are priceless.

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 We have lost most of our open spaces, so protecting 
what's left is vital. The glebe land at the top of Brook Lane 
on the right and the field opposite, below the last house 
on the left. The little valley field opposite the bottom of 
Well Lane and all that stretch up to behind the garage. 
The fields leaving the village on the way to Callows Farm 
and beyond, and down Ruddy Lane. Anything that's left of 
Farley Lane. The fields on the Woodstock Road. The fields 
below the Pye development on W Buckland Way. Fields 
on either side of Combe Road.  Keep the village hall and 
the SJC. Keep the Slate.

1 The creeping development on Farley Lane. William 
Buckland Way. The development around Valhalla at the 
top of Brook Lane. 

1 Permanent embargo on any more development in the places 
I have mentioned above: we are in an AONB. A decent bus 
service on Sundays. The White Horse run as a community 
pub. A community garden. A Time Bank for the exchange of 
time and services.

1 1 1 1

Laughton 
Hill/Ridings/Pond Hill and 
roads off

Local walks, range of societies, easy access to Oxford & 
London, good local shopping in Witney, friendly people. 
Local shop & PO

1 1 1 1 Access to countryside, green spaces. Social mix of village. 
No tourists. No streetlights.

1 1 Through traffic. No pub 1 Any future housing provide for local people. Improved 
quality of road surfaces. Pond Hill  ‘protected’ pedestrian 
area improved. Pub reopened. Improved facilities for young 
people.

1 1 1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

Easy access to countryside; varied things to get involved 
with; it has a post office in its general store; library; 
several rentable spaces for use by different 
groups/individuals; no streetlights; friendly people

1 1 1 1 1 The Common; land off Brook Lane; shop, Post Office, 
library, VH; tennis courts & playing field/playground; the 
primary school with its land; preschool

1 1 1 parking round school; potholes!! 1 Pub restored, in village ownership; more regular bus service 
to Witney; no more executive houses being built; 1-2-3 
bedroom properties being built i.e. to meet local need

1 1

Boot St/Peaks Lane/Church 
St/Churchfields/High St and 
roads off

Friendly community.  Sports facilities, football, cricket, 
tennis  The surrounding countryside  Footpaths 

1 1 1 Open green spaces and views all around the village.  
Allotments. Dark skies, we don’t need street lights.  We 
need a village pub.

1 1 1 Too many new expensive houses.  No bus service to 
Witney.

1 More well designed affordable housing to meet truly local 
need.  Protection for green spaces around the village to 
enhance the AONB.

1 1
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