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Designed by Stonesfield based artists Genny
Early and Tony Davis, the artwork
represents a willow leaf and the winding
stretch of the River Evenlode, from Fawler
Mill through to Combe, and features lines
from ‘The Evenlode’, a poem by Hilaire
Belloc:

The tender Evenlode that makes
Her meadows hush to hear the sound
Of waters mingling in the brakes

The public art project was commissioned by
Stonesfield Parish Council and funded by
S106 developer contributions to improve
social infrastructure.

Genny said: ‘It has been a pleasure to work
on this public art project with Stonesfield
Parish Council. With so much focus on the
health of our rivers at present, this is a
fantastic opportunity to draw attention to
the beautiful River Evenlode, not only the
river itself but the surrounding valley, and
the fantastic ongoing work that groups such
as the Evenlode Catchment Partnership are

doing to restore the health of our rivers and
surrounding floodplains and wetlands. We
hope both Stonesfield residents and passers-
by from further afield will take a moment to
enjoy the bench.’

The bench was laser cut and welded by
Precision Sheet Engineering of East End,
less than three miles from where the artwork
has been installed, making this a truly local
art project.

Positioned at the bottom of Brook Lane, at
the top of the ‘Stonesfield Steps’ which lead
down to the River Evenlode, it is close to
where the first fossil bones to be identified
as those of a dinosaur were discovered by
William Buckland in the early 19th century.
Later named ‘Megalosaurus’, the fossils
found in Stonesfield can be viewed in the
Oxford Museum of Natural History.

If you have any questions or feedback on the
bench, please contact Simon Powell,
Councillor, Stonesfield Parish Council, via
the Clerk on clerk@stonesfieldpc.uk.
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Do you want to send in an article but have no email?

Just call the editor (see below) who can arrange to collect your handwritten copy.

Disclaimer

The Stonesfield Slate is a village amenity, produced and distributed by volunteers. It
cannot be held responsible for any of the views expressed in its pages nor does it endorse
any of the products or services advertised.

Articles are solely the responsibility of the writers and their opinions do not necessarily
accord with those of the editors or publishers.

Whilst we strive to ensure all information is correct, we are not responsible for anything
that happens as a result of you using the information. If you find any errors or omissions
then please contact the Publisher and we will endeavour to correct them.

Dates for your diary are always subject to change. Please check with event organisers.

The editor and the publishers reserve the right to edit, shorten or omit any article
submitted.

Do you want to advertise?

For boxed ads please email slate-ads@stonesfield.online for full details of
availability, sizes, requirements and cost (which start at £3 per month).

Line ads: £2.00 per 30 words.
Advertisements should be emailed to Slate-ads@stonesfield.online by 10th of the month.

Line ads can also be delivered by hand to:
Diane & Paul Bates, Waterloo Barn, Laughton Hill, Stonesfield, OX29 8DY.

All advertisements must be paid for in advance.

Publishers Editor for June issue Copy:

Diane & Paul Bates, Viv Kendall Deadline for next issue 15 May
Waterloo Barn, Laughton Hill,  (891803) Please email copy to

Stonesfield, OX29 8DY slate@stonesfield.online slate@stonesfield.online

(898841) or contact the Editor.

slate-pub@stonesfield.online

Editor Printer Advertising:

Trisha Williams Windrush Press, Witney Deadline for next issue 10 May
(891960) Advertisements to
slate@stonesfield.online ©TheStonesfieldSlate 2022 slate-ads@stonesfield.online

Current and past copies of the Slate are available at www.stonesfield.online
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Dates for your diary: May

2,5,9,12,16 Taekwondo Village Hall 5.30-6.30pm
3, 10, 17, 24, 31 Zumba Village Hall 7-8pm
3, 10, 17, 24, 31 Strong Nation HITT Class Village Hall 8.15-9.15pm
3,17 Carers’ Café Village Hall 10am-12 noon
4,11,18, 25 Gatehouse Pilates Village Hall 9.30-10.30am
4,11, 18, 25 Hanna Bathe HITT Class Village Hall 7.15-9.15pm
4,11, 18, 25 West Oxon Community Choir St James’ Centre 7.30-9.30pm
4,11, 18, 25 Folk Dancing Village Hall 7.45-10pm
5,12,19,26  Book Break Stonesfield Library 12.30-2pm
5,12,19,26  Hanna Bathe HITT Class Village Hall 7.15-8.15pm
5,12,19,26  Little Squirrels Sensory Play Village Hall 9.30-10.30am
6,13,20,27 Baby & Toddler Group Village Hall 10am-12 noon
7 Community Café for Pre-School Village Hall 9am-12 noon
9,16, 23 Monday Coffee St James’ Centre 8.45-11.30am
9 Stonesfield Gardening Club St James’ Centre 7.30pm
12 Stonesfield Players: play reading Old Bakery 7.30pm
12 Back the White Horse AGM Village Hall 8pm
14 Pink Ribbon Walk Blenheim Palace & environs

14 Ladies’ Breakfast St James’ Centre 8.45am for 9am
15 Open Day Bridewell Gardens 11am-4pm
18 Parish Council / Annual Meeting St James’ Centre 7pm/7.30pm
19, 23, 26,30 Taekwondo Village Hall 5.30-6.30pm
21 Summer Fete Primary School 12-4pm
21, 22, 28,29 Art Weeks Open Studios Grey Cat Studio 11am-5pm
23 Neighbourhood Plan Village Hall 8pm
26 Stonesfield Players : AGM St James’ Centre 8pm
30 Monday Coffee St James’ Centre 10-11.30am
June 3, 4 Wedding dresses display St James’ Church 10am-5pm
June 5 Jubilee tea and cake St James’ Centre 3.30pm
June 5 Platinum Jubilee celebration service St James’s Church 5pm
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Notices & news

Michael Bull, R.I.P

It was with great sadness that we said
goodbye to our husband and father,
Michael, on 17 March. However, we were
able to look after him at home with the
support of our wonderful NHS nurses, out-
of-hours doctors and care teams, and
friends and neighbours. We would also like
to express our special thanks to the
paramedics team.

Michael was well known for his
spontaneous acts of kindness and
generosity to man and beast, and his
tireless provision of barbecued food at
many village events over the years. He will
be greatly missed by all those who knew
him.

Linda and Joseph Bull

Thank you from Mike Fletcher

Mike would like to thank everyone for all
the cards and good wishes he received for
his goth birthday. He first came to
Stonesfield when he was 15 years old to
court Joan, his wife. Sadly, Joan passed
away almost seven years ago but he still
says how lucky he is to live in a place like
Stonesfield with Jim the dog. Many thanks.

Jill Hunt

Back the White Horse AGM -
revised date

Our AGM will now take place at 8pm on
Thursday 12 May at the Village Hall.

Pete Smyth pete@backthewhitehorse.com

Annual Parish Meeting

There will be an Annual Parish Meeting for
Stonesfield Parish Council on 18 May at
7.30pm at the St James’ Centre. Please let
the Clerk know if you plan to attend and
wish to speak in order that time can be
allocated: clerk@stonesfieldpc.uk

April Community Café and
table-top sale: Thank you!

Thank you to everyone who supported the
Stonesfield Community Café and table-top
sale on Saturday 2 April. At the time of
writing, with some further donations
promised, the sum of £1,585 has been
raised for the DEC's Ukraine
Humanitarian Appeal.

In addition, three to four boxes of refugee
aid were collected, scheduled to leave
Charlbury for a Romanian distribution hub
on 14 April, and the Food Group’s (see
pages 5 & 23) delicious Ukrainian-inspired
lunch prevented 20kg of unwanted food
entering landfill. Our thanks to the Oxford
Food Hub for donating £50 worth of food
and flowers to the event.

Many thanks again.

Jess Huband, Claire Jeeves and Julie Curran
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Stonesfield's Food Group

The group looks at growing and sharing
food, learning how to bake bread,
addressing food poverty and reducing food
waste. They meet on zoom at 7pm
fortnightly on a Tuesday; its next meeting
is on Tuesday 10 May. Contact Julie
Curran for more info:
juliecurrano@gmail.com

Aid for Ukraine

Monetary donations may be made to the
National Disaster Emergency Committee’s
appeal at www.dec.org.uk. Funds are being
distributed to a number of large charities
which are supporting the people of
Ukraine.

Methodist Church
Afternoon Tea

This is a Big Thank You to everyone who
supported and made our Afternoon Tea
event a great success. Many thanks again!

Paul Albért
Bridewell Gardens

A reminder that Bridewell Gardens hopes
to share its beautiful gardens with you over
the coming months.

The entire site will be open to the public
during our Open Days (11am-4pm) on

Sunday 15 May, Saturday 18 & Sunday 19
June, and Sunday 11 September when
there will be a pop-up café in the garden
for tea and cake.

Plants will be for sale as well as home-
produced jams and chutneys, juice and
organic sparkling wine. Make a day of it,
bring a picnic blanket and relax in the
vineyard with friends and family. Dogs on
leads are very welcome.

No booking is required and a donation of
£5 per person is suggested.

Rachel Green
rachel@bridewellgardens.org

www.bridewellgardens.co.uk

Bridewell Gardens, The Walled Garden,
Wilcote OX7 3DT

Witney Talking News

Witney Talking News, the free talking news
service for those who are visually impaired,
is desperately short of male voices. We
record items from the Witney Gazette on a
Thursday evening in Witney and are
looking for more male voices to record with
our team. The commitment is for
approximately 1/2 hours of your time once
every four-six weeks. If you would like
further information, or you would like to
volunteer, please call me.

Nigel James (881711).
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Ladies’ Breakfast

There will be a Ladies’ Breakfast in the St
James’ Centre on Saturday 14 May at
8.45am for gam. Come and enjoy some
time together with others over a delicious
breakfast, followed by a short, inspirational
talk. Our speaker will be Rachel Chai.

Rachel works for The Branch Trust, a
community project in Chipping Norton
supporting children, young people and
adults. She has been singing and writing
songs for many years and is often heard at
local folk clubs and events. She is also part
of the worship team at St Mary’s Church.
She will be sharing a little of her story
through her songs with the theme ‘A new
song, a grateful heart’.

Tickets cost £5 and are available from Bina
Farrow (891293), Kathleen Albért (891733)
or Muriel Barrett (891479).

Outdoor gymnasium

on its way!

Exciting news from the Stonesfield Playing
Field Committee (SPFC) - by the time this
edition of The Slate hits your door mat, we
should have commenced the ground works
and fencing for the new outdoor
gymnasium. The building works should
cause minimum disruption to the
immediate community. The Committee has
secured the £20,000 funding for the
gymnasium through community grants
and has agreed a contract with Sunshine
Gym, an outdoor fitness specialist.

The new gym is for everyone - adults and
children - and is multi-ability and multi-
generational. It will be positioned between
the Village Hall and the children’s play
area and we look forward to opening it to
all our residents very soon.

Fiona Dangerfield (07814 112437)
Secretary to SPFC

Breast Cancer Now -
Pink Ribbon Walk 2022

Classic Challenge has advised a Pink
Ribbon Walk event will take place on
Saturday 14 May 2022, starting and
finishing in the grounds of Blenheim
Palace. The event was cancelled for 2020
and 2021 due to the pandemic and the
2022 event is, of course, subject to
continuous review.

Pink Ribbon Walk in aid of Brest Cancer Now

Money raised from the Pink Ribbon Walk
series continues to make a huge difference
in developing services for those whose lives
are affected by breast cancer and into
critical research into the disease. None of
this would be possible without local
community support of the event.

This year the routes have been modified so
that more of the route lies within the
grounds of Blenheim Park. However,
residents’ attention is drawn to the 20-mile
route option which will pass through the
southern side of Stonesfield.

6 May 2022 Stonesfield Slate



As always, public access footpaths and
bridleways will be used wherever possible
and, in any location where permitted paths
or private land are used, the organisers will
be in direct contact with the landowner. A
route manager will coordinate all staff
including marshals and guides on foot and
on bikes, as well as roving medics to ensure
that all goes smoothly on the day. Road
junctions will be marshalled and
signposted with warnings for both drivers
and walkers.

Please visit www.brestcancernow.org for
further information about the walk.

Jubilee events at
St James the Great Church

Wedding dresses through the
decades: There will be a celebratory
display of wedding dresses and
photographs from the decades of the
Queen’s reign on Friday and Saturday, 3
and 4 June, 10am-5pm at the Church. All
welcome!

Celebration of the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee: There will be a service of
celebration on Sunday 5 June at 5pm at the
Church, preceded by Jubilee tea and cake
from 3.30pm in the St James’ Centre.
Everyone is warmly invited — do join us!

Platinum Jubilee celebrations

Events will take place throughout the
month of June and a full programme will
appear in next month’s issue of The Slate.
Here is advance notice of what is planned
for the first few days:

2 June: Lighting of a gas beacon — details
to be confirmed.

3 June: Evening bingo followed by Them
Combe Boys at 9gpm, Sports & Social Club.

4 June: Jubilee Community Café,
10am-2pm, with a Jubilee-themed cake
competition. (Cakes are to be brought to
the café for 10am on the day.)

4 June: The Village Idiots at gpm, Sports
& Social Club.

Claire Renshaw, Stonesfield Jubilee Team

stonesfieldjubilee@gmail.com

Village Hall news

A big thanks yet again to all who turned
out in support of the Ukraine Relief Café
and table top sale in April. The Community
Cafes run on the first Saturday of each
month. The next one is scheduled for
Saturday 7 May in aid of Stonesfield
Pre-School.

After a successful trial session in March,
we were pleased to welcome Little
Squirrels Sensory Play sessions. They are
on site every Thursday, 9.30-10.30am, for
little ones from birth to five years of age.

Taekwondo is open to new starters from
the age of five. Go along for a trial session
and if you sign up the first month is free! It
is running on Mondays and Thursdays at
5.30pm. Please contact James Kumar for
further information on 07788 583965 or
contact jameskumar@hotmail.co.uk

We are still keen to organise defibrillator
training for anyone who would like to learn
how to use the equipment safely. Please
contact me to let me know if this is of
interest.

Thank you for your continued support.

Jacqueline Carthew (898919)
Bookings Clerk & Secretary
stonesfieldvh@gmail.com

facebook.com/stonesfieldvillagehall
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Stonesfield Primary School
summer fete

Stonesfield Primary School is holding its
summer fete on 21 May (12-4pm) and we
are looking forward to welcoming
everyone, adults and children alike, for a
great summer’s day out.

It is not too late to donate a prize for the
raffle or tombola and if you are able to do
so it would be hugely appreciated.
Additionally, we always need volunteers:
keen bakers who can donate cakes, scones,
cupcakes etc. and people who can run stalls
on the day or assist with the bar and the
BBQ.

For any fete enquiries, donations or
volunteering, please email
fosschair@hotmail.com. Thank you.

Minnie Stuart

Combe Mill

Barn Engines Steaming Day: 15 May
Come to the Mill and step back in time to
see how we used to work on the land.
Speak to the visiting exhibitors and learn
about how barn engines were designed to
carry out many routine jobs around a
property. We will be open 10.30am-5pm.

The BBQ will be fired up and early
breakfast/brunch available including our
delicious selection of sausages and burgers.

Additionally, the tea room will be offering a
selection of refreshments, cake and cream
teas.

By visiting the Mill, you are helping to
ensure it continues to educate and delight
visitors. Remember you can buy a ticket on
the day or an annual pass to come to a
whole season’s worth of activities.

Tony Simmons (891851)

Stonesfield Primary School -
an opportunity to support
your community

A village school is the heart of the
community in many ways. In Stonesfield
we are fortunate to have a small but
vibrant primary school which aims to offer
the children of the village and surrounds
the best possible education for each and
every child. We are inclusive, friendly and
ambitious. We are looking for new
governors who want to be part of building
the future of the School.

If you would be interested in joining us, we
would love to hear from you. Please get in
touch with our Co-Chairs, Harry Holland
and Sue Corrigan, and we will arrange to
have a conversation. Please email in the
first instance to:
scorrigan@stonesfield.oxon.sch.uk or:
hholland2353@stonesfield.oxon.sch.uk

Sue Corrigan

STONESFIELD VOLUNTARY TRANSPORT SCHEME

Our volunteer drivers are available to take you to local medical appointments or to the
hospitals in Oxford and Banbury.
COVID safety precautions are still in place.
Please call Amanda Peters (891947) or Viv Kendall (891803) to book transport in May.
If you leave a message, don’t forget to leave your phone number!
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Politics & local affairs

Stonesfield Parish Council

From the meeting held on 6 April 2022

Welcome to our new Councillor

Councillors welcomed the new Councillor,
Eleanor Bailey, to the meeting. Eleanor
was elected as the only standing candidate
for the one vacancy. We look forward to
working with Eleanor and hope that
everyone will welcome her.

Parish news

Ben Whitworth from the Scouts joined the
meeting. The scouts may organise a gas
beacon from The Glebe and plant a tree on
the green. The Parish Council has no
objection to this.

John Sampson would like to apply to The
Woodland Trust for tree grants to enable
more planting in the parish. The Parish
Council is in support of this but locations
will need to be agreed.

The siting of benches on the proposed
circular walk was discussed. Further
discussion is needed but generally
Councillors are in support of the concept.

The new bench commissioned via Art
Project funding has been installed at Brook
Lane (page 10). Councillors placed on
record their thanks to Genny Early and
Tony Davis for their excellent work.

Potholes: Residents are reminded that they
may report problems of potholes on Fix My
Street. Anyone may use this facility to
report problems which are then registered
directly with Oxfordshire County Council.
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Planning, District and County
Council matters

Pavement outside village shop: the
pavement outside the shop needs to be
dropped; County Councillor, Andy
Graham, is assisting with this.

1 Farley Lane: WODC’s Planning
Department is checking whether planning
conditions have been met; District
Councillor, Mathew Parkinson is working
on this matter.

Waste disposal: it was noted that there are
problems with waste collection/disposal by
WODC. Many workers have been absent
due to the pandemic and WODC is also
struggling to recruit staff.

Planning application: 22/00765/HHD:
Cotswold Cottage, Peaks Lane, Stonesfield.
There was no objection to this application.

Financial Matters

Following its grant request, the Parish
Council agreed to grant the Stonesfield
Scouts the sum of £1,000.

Following a grant request, the Parish
Council agreed to grant Citizens Advice the
sum of £250.

Legal

SPC is proceeding with the necessary legal
requirements in order to claim the old
lock-up as a Parish Council asset. There is
no confirmed ownership at Land Registry
and the Council is instructing solicitors. It
is felt that this would be a great asset to the
village.



New bench, commissioned via Art Project funding, installed at Brook Lane
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Platinum Jubilee celebrations

SPC is commissioning a photo (drone
image) of the village.

Next Meetings
Annual Parish Meeting: 18 May at 7.30pm

Standard Parish Meeting: 18 May at 7pm
to precede the annual meeting.

Both meetings will be held at St James’
Centre.

Other Parish Council matters
Garden waste disposal

Residents are reminded that disposal of
garden waste should be via composting,
through the garden waste scheme that
WODC offers, or through official waste
channels. Disposing of garden waste over
your boundary on to public, council or land
not owned by you (without permission) is
considered fly tipping and is not permitted.
Please clear your garden waste carefully
and in the most environmentally friendly
way that you can. You may renew or sign
up to garden waste collections at:
www.westoxon.gov.uk/bins-and-recycling/

Litter/dog waste bin renewal
scheme

WODC is undertaking a bin evaluation
exercise in the whole district. At the time of
writing the outstanding works for
Stonesfield are:

o for the old dog waste bin at Stonesfield
Common to be replaced with a new dual
bin.

« for a new dual bin to be installed on

Woodstock Road opposite Combe Road.

However, this work should have been
completed by the time this issue of The
Slate is published.

SPC has noted that the dog waste bin on
the High Street near the Rose & Crown
properties (the closest one to the primary
school) was removed a few weeks ago and
not replaced, and that the oldest and
rustiest bin in the village outside the shop
and hairdresser has been left in situ. The
Parish Council has asked for new dual bins
to be placed at both sites, at its own
expense if necessary.

WODC no longer installs bins in what are
predominantly residential areas and
residents are encouraged to take litter and
bagged dog waste home for disposal in
their wheelie bins. There are now no bins
in the High Street, Boot Street or Peaks
Lane; however, new dual bins have been
installed in Church Street, on the green on
Pond Hill and at the top of The Ridings.

SPC received complaints that bins have
been removed from the bus stops on
Woodstock Road, The Ridings and
Laughton Hill and WODC has advised that
bins are now only installed at busy town
centre bus stops.

SPC will monitor bin usage and continue to
liaise with WODC on this matter.

Karen East, Clerk
clerk@stonesfieldpc.uk

Do you cut grass verges?

Wootton Parish Council is seeking a new
contractor to cut the grass verges.

Cutting is usually 5 times per year between
early May and mid-October. There are no
large areas and the only equipment required
is a good strimmer and a lawn mower.

Please contact me by email for further
details including a map of the area.

Frances.bates@btinternet.com
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Oxfordshire County Council
From our County Councillor

Gulley emptying: I am pleased to let you
know that I have arranged for Stonesfield
to be placed on the gulley emptying
schedule which takes place in the next few
months so blocked drains should be sorted
out very soon.

Zero Emission Buses: I am delighted to
share with you the news that Oxfordshire's
£32.8m Zero Emission Bus Regional Areas
(ZEBRA) bid to the Department for
Transport (DfT) was successful.

Along with £6m from the Council and
£43.7m from bus companies Go Ahead and
Stagecoach, the DfT funding will deliver
159 electric buses and the infrastructure to
charge them in a package worth £82.5m.

The electric buses will be rolled out over
approximately nine months, starting from
summer 2023 and will be used on bus
routes operating wholly within the Oxford
Smart Zone, an area covering all of Oxford
and stretching from Kidlington in the
north to Sandford in the south, and from
Cumnor in the west to Wheatley in the
east. They will save an estimated 9,200
tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions each
year - the equivalent of taking more than
6,000 cars off the road - and will mean
that approximately 70% of bus miles
driven in the Smart Zone area will be
operated by electric buses.

The funding is a major boost to the
Council's wider plans for transport
decarbonisation and cleaner air in the
county, and is directly linked to our
proposals for traffic filters, a larger zero
emission zone and a workplace parking
levy in Oxford. Public consultation on
these linked schemes will take place in

summer 2022 and will help shape the final
plans before a Cabinet decision in the
autumn.

The proposed traffic filters in particular
will help deliver bus journey time savings
of at least 10% in the city, which are
required to enable the bus operators to
make their £43.7m investment for
ZEBRA. Therefore DfT's funding will not
be transferred to the County Council until
after the Cabinet makes its decision on the
traffic filters in the autumn.

Parking area at Pendle Court: I am
pleased to advise that the issues of the
parking bays in front of the village shop
and hairdresser and the general state of
disrepair in this area are being addressed.
The shop owner has agreed to respond
positively to requests for the works to be
carried out once costs have been assessed.
The highway will also be repaired.

I am looking forward to seeing everyone
over the course of the Jubilee celebrations.

Clir Andy Graham
andy.graham@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Neighbourhood Watch

OCC’s Trading Standards Service is
warning residents to be cautious of cold
callers offering to do driveway, landscaping
or roofing work. Consumers are also
frequently targeted via leaflet drops and
fake profiles online. Many traders will be
booked up, so the advice is to be wary of
traders who can start work the following
day and who push for a quick agreement to
use their services. Always make sure you
receive a final total cost in writing before
agreeing to the commencement of any
work. Oxfordshire residents can check the
Local Authority’s Buy with Confidence
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scheme for local traders who have been
vetted and approved by Trading Standards.
If anyone believes that they have been the
victim of a rogue trader and wants advice,
they should contact the Citizens Advice
National Consumer Service on 0800 144
8848 or via its website at Citizens Advice.

Information on Neighbourhood Watch is
available at: www.ourwatch.org.uk/
Anyone interested in joining the
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme may find
details and register at:
www.ourwatch.org.uk/join. Clicking on
‘Join a scheme’ and selecting ‘Stonesfield’
will complete the request.

Deanna Asplundh

Stonesfield Neighbourhood Watch
Coordinator

Neighbourhood Plan

There was a grand turn-out for the public
meeting on 28 March in the village hall,
where we explained the point and scope of
the Neighbourhood Plan. The text of our
presentation and also a transcript of the
Q&A (revealing what people really wanted
to know!) is on the village website under

‘N Plan’ www.stonesfield.online. There you
will also find the results of our March
survey, with some fascinating comments
on what people love about our village, what
they want to protect and what they’d like to
change.

Our next meeting - Monday 23 May at 8
pm in the village hall - is with the
volunteers who have stepped forward to
help us create the summer survey. We will
be discussing the various subject areas to
be covered in the Plan, and what questions
to ask in the survey. We want your answers
to give us evidence to back up the policies

that we put in the Plan. There will also
need to be research into national and local
policy guidelines, by which we are bound.

If you would like to join the team, please
get in touch. All skills and interests are
welcome: maybe you are passionate about
safeguarding our green spaces, or writing
about the history of the village, or
protecting our built environment? Drop me
a line.

Caroline Friend

sustainable.stonesfield@gmail.com
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Education, culture & more

The Dene: a wild flower
meadow restoration project

Wild flower meadows are one of the rarest
habitats in the UK - we have lost 97% of
our wild flower meadows since the 1930s.
To help offset this the field known as The

The Dene

Dene, at the bottom of Laughton Hill, has
been leased from Blenheim for an initial
period of five years with the aim of
restoring the biodiversity of this 1.4 acres
of grassland, to bring back the wild flowers,
butterflies, bees and other invertebrates.

Wild flowers grow best in low-nutrient soil
so the initial aim is to reduce the
enrichment of the soil. Traditionally,
meadows are 'shut up' in the spring to
allow the hay to grow with no grazing
animals, followed by a mid-summer hay
cut which removes nutrients. The
subsequent grass growth is grazed by
cattle, horses or sheep known as 'aftermath
grazing'. There may be seeds in the existing
seedbank that will be allowed to flourish by
reducing the vigorous grasses, cow parsley
and nettles. Additional species will be
brought in by using local green hay.

The bottom of the field is marshy and
prone to flooding, so may support wetland
species such as bugle, meadowsweet,
ragged robin, meadow buttercup, great
burnet and devil’s bit scabious. The drier
sides of the valley could support some of
the limestone plants seen on Stonesfield
Common (Site of Special Scientific
Interest) such as birdsfoot trefoil,
knapweeds, scabious, quaking grass, wild
thyme and salad burnet. Some unmown
and ungrazed edges will be left around the
field to provide good habitat for
invertebrates, refuge for reptiles and
amphibians, and scrub areas for nesting
birds.

If you are interested in getting involved or
would like to learn more, please contact
me.

Genny Early

gennyearly@gmail.com

Genny Early is currently doing an MSc in
Conservation Ecology at Oxford Brookes
University and is involved in coordinating
the Wychwood Flora Group and Farmland
Bird Aid Network.
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I’m a reader...

The Friends of Stonesfield Library (FoSL)
thought it might be interesting to interview
visitors to Stonesfield Library to share
some of the library love and give this vital
village facility more of the attention it
deserves.

Ottilie (aged three) moved to Stonesfield
last September with her family. She visits
the Library once a week after Pre-School,
with her mum, Alex, and younger sister,
Fifi. Ottilie is half Australian and half
British.

‘T like unicorns’, she says candidly, ‘but I've
not seen a real one yet’. While she’s waiting
to encounter the real thing, she visits the
Library to find ‘stories about unicorns’ and
‘ballet’, another favourite subject.

Recently, Ottilie has been reading ‘The
Great Heffalump Hunt’ by Giles Andreae,
a younger readers’ picture book which riffs
on the classic episode in A A Milne’s
‘Winnie-the-Pooh’. An inspiring tale, it
pushes the old maxim that it is better to
travel hopefully than to arrive, since Pooh
and Piglet never do catch a heffalump. It
also reminds us that falling asleep when
you'’re supposed to be concentrating often
ends in disaster too.

Ottilie also enjoys the Ella Bella Ballerina
series. Mum, Alex, unaccountably prefers
Virginia Woolf, even though she never
wrote about ballerinas, heffalumps or
unicorns. Ottilie’s sister, Fifi, who is 18
months old, also loves books, especially
balancing them on her head. Ottilie highly
recommends the books in the village
library and prefers to borrow ‘lots’.

Eleanor Bailey

Friends of Stonesfield Library

The Stonesfield Players

Play reading: We will be getting together
to read a play — please bring drink and
nibbles — on Thursday 12 May at The Old
Bakery, Boot Street, at 7.30pm.
Newcomers are welcome. For more
information please contact
rebeccasj@btinternet.com

Annual General Meeting: Join us on
Thursday 26 May at 8pm at the St James’
Centre for our AGM. New members
welcome.

Safari Supper: A welcome return to this
popular social event on 11 June. If you are
able to host or simply want to take part,
please contact ros_mengech@yahoo.co.uk.
Booking is essential and tickets cost £15.

Becki Sherlaw-Johnson

North Leigh History Society

For our meeting on Tuesday 3 May,
Anthony Wagg will be taking us back to the
15th century and the long series of battles
known to us now as the Wars of the Roses.
The struggle between the Royal
Plantagenet houses of York and Lancaster
resulted in 30 years of civil war and ended
with the rise of the Tudors, when Henry
Tudor defeated the last Plantagenet king,
Richard of York, at Bosworth Field to
become King Henry VII.

The names of the battles are still resonant
today. Do come and find out more.

We meet at 7.30 pm in North Leigh
Memorial Hall, 0X29 6SS. The charge for
members is £18 per year and for visitors a
charge of £4 per talk. Further details are
available from Robert Kyte

at kyterobert@gmail.com or 880368 or
Diana Power on 882301.

Angela Kyte
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Oxfordshire Art Weeks at
Grey Cat Studio

Oxfordshire Art Weeks dates for our area
this year are 21-29 May.

Grey Cat Studio will be open on 21-22 May
and 28-29 May from 11am to 5pm.

Grey Cat artists and crafts people this year
are Kerry Burniston (painting and crafts),
Jenny Lines (printmaking), Rachael
Sherlaw-Johnson (paintings) and Rebecca
Sherlaw-Johnson (paintings and crafts).
Come and have a look round and a chat.

Further information about what's on
during Art Weeks is available on the
website at www.artweeks.org.

Becki Sherlaw-Johnson
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Stonesfield Library

Hello from all the volunteers at your
library!

This month we hope to recommence the
jigsaw swap box so if you would like to
swap your jigsaw puzzle, please bring it
along to the Library; you do not need to be
a library member to swap a jigsaw, but we
would be delighted if you would like to
join. Only complete jigsaws, please, and do
ensure that the box lid is secure!

Have you considered downloading some
bestselling eBooks and eAudio titles to
your computer or portable device - or
perhaps to an elderly friend’s device?
There’s a great choice of fiction and non-
fiction titles for adults and children, all of
which can be borrowed for free with your
library card. There are no late fines and
with a great choice of titles there's
something for everyone. And you don’t
even need to walk to the Library! Borrow
up to ten titles from both OverDrive and
BorrowBox for up to three weeks. Only
library members with active accounts can
access this service. Are you considering a
trip away — well, how about downloading a
guidebook to help you find things to do or
locate points of interest whilst on holiday?

The Library’s opening times are:

Monday 2.30-7pm
Wednesday 10am-12pm
Thursday 2.30-5pm
Saturday 10am-12pm

We look forward to seeing you.

Mike Pollitt (891856)

Chairman, Friends of Stonesfield Library

FoSL: Friends of
Stonesfield Library

Open to anyone who wants to help keep
our village library open.

We have been providing voluntary cover
for half of the existing library hours
(about 6 hours a week) since the library
service was cut back.

For further details, or to join us, please
contact Mike Pollitt

01993 891856,
mikepollitt@btopenworld.com
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Eynsham Hall
4 miles south of Stonesfield

Eynsham Hall is a Grade II listed mansion
near North Leigh. Its park lies between the
villages of Freeland and North Leigh,
bounded to the north-west by the Witney
to Woodstock road, to the west by a track
called Wood Lane, and otherwise by
agricultural land.

In 1005 Aethelmaer gave an estate
comprising the whole of Eynsham to his
newly founded abbey there. After the
Conquest, the abbey's lands were used to
endow the bishopric of Dorchester, later
transferred to Lincoln, and in

1086 Eynsham Manor was held by the
Bishop of Lincoln. The abbey held the
estate undisturbed until 1538 when it was
dissolved.

Ownership of the land then changed hands
many times until Henry Perrott of North
Leigh acquired the mortgage in 1717 and
the freehold in 1719. He died in 1740 and
his daughters sold Eynsham to James Lacy
in 1763. James Lacy, a co-patentee with
David Garrick of the Drury Lane Theatre,
built the original house in around the
1770s and after his death the Hall was sold
to Robert Langford, a London auctioneer
and newspaper proprietor. The Act of 1781
empowered Robert Langford to enclose the
472 acres of park from the heath. When
Robert Langford died in 1785, the estate
passed to his brother-in-law, James
Duberley, whose family lived there until

1799.

The estate was subsequently owned by the
Revd John Robinson, formerly Archdeacon
of Armagh, until 1805 when it was bought
by Sir Thomas Parker, fifth Earl of
Macclesfield, as a dower house for his

mother, the Dowager Countess. In 1843 the
house was enlarged, with an additional
upper floor being designed by the
renowned English architect Sir Charles
Barry, remembered for his role in
rebuilding the Palace of Westminster.
Following the Dowager’s death in 1862, the
estate was sold to Sir Thomas Bazley MP, a
prominent Lancashire cotton
manufacturer.

James Mason, who took up residence in
1866, was a mining engineer and had made
his fortune from copper in Portugal. An
amateur scientist of some distinction,
Mason bought the estate with the intention
of pursuing agricultural experiments and
increased the size of the estate to 10,000
acres by buying land from the Harcourt
family. Robert Marnock was called in to
advise on planting and the lake was added
in 1866, providing a water supply to the
house. A fourth floor was added to designs
by Owen Jones in the 1870s.

After James Mason’s death in 1903, his
wife Lady Evelyn and son James Francis
took over the Hall. James Francis had
business interests in mining as well as a
passion for steam locomotives. As a
director of the Great Western Railway,
several of the locomotives built by the
company were named after Eynsham Hall.
Lady Evelyn, the daughter of the Earl of
Crawford, was a renowned socialite,
visionary and philanthropist and was
hugely influential in the decision in 1904 to
demolish the Georgian house, which had
begun to look old-fashioned.

It was rebuilt as a Jacobean style mansion
in 1906-08 by Ernest George, president of
the Royal Institute of British Architects.
The three-storey limestone building is laid
out in an ‘H’ plan. His interiors for the Hall
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were in Jacobean style complete with oak
panelling, stone fireplaces salvaged from
French chateaux and plasterwork ceilings
in the Inigo Jones style. The impressive
dog-leg staircase was crafted by master
wood carver, James Webb whose
trademark was to place a halfpenny,
alongside his initials, into a joint in the
woodwork. The house and estate had its
own electric generating station,
waterworks and gas plant, and a private
telephone system linked the house to
various outbuildings around the

estate. The Hall remained a family home
and venue for hunting parties between
1908 and 1914.

With the onset of World War I, like many

great houses of the day, the house was used

to assist in the war effort. During World
War II a section was used as a maternity
ward for expectant mothers evacuated
from London. Referred to as the ‘flak
shack’, the Hall was also used for rest and
relaxation (R & R) by US Army Air

Corps officers. Aircrew could, at least once
during their tour, have a week away from
the horrors of war, after which it was

hoped they would return to their units
refreshed. On arrival they were provided
with civilian clothes with uniforms only
required for evening dinner. The American
Red Cross ran the R & R programme and
recreational activities included reading,
bridge, snooker and table tennis.

From 1946 the Hall was a District Police
Training Academy for most of the forces in
south east England. Thousands of police
constable recruits passed through the
Hall’s doors where they received basic
training over a period of 12 weeks. In 1981
the Hall became a conference and training
centre and, although the top floor has been
altered, the major rooms on the other
floors and nearly all the original features
remain unchanged.

Cathedral Group acquired Eynsham Hall in
2005 and invested over £3m refurbishing
the 135-room property. In 2018 the Hall
was sold to Enismore, the owners of
Gleneagles golf and spa resort in Scotland,
and is currently closed for refurbishment
works which are scheduled for completion
in 2022.
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Clubs, societies & sport

Stonesfield Tennis Club is
100 years old!

Tennis Club minutes 1922

The very first meeting of the Tennis Club
was held at “The Schools’ on 26 May 1922.
Twenty-one people were there — about the
same number as attended its recent AGM
in February 2022. Annual membership
back then cost 5s for men, 4s for women.
To begin with the Club used the court at
the Manor (the Rectory at that time); I
remember playing there myself in the late
1970s. A wonderful village tournament was
held there in 1979, masterminded by Brian
Hodgson and lasting two weeks with
matches every evening — a sort of swan

song to the Manor’s court before serious
fundraising took place to build proper
courts elsewhere in the village. People
came round with their deck chairs to watch
the matches, with loads of children
running up and down the Manor’s drive
beneath the beech trees.

The two tarmac courts up on the Playing
Field were built in 1981, largely with
volunteer labour from Stonesfield. They
cost £8,500 with various grants and loans.

After several ups and downs in
membership, resulting in a special appeal
for more in The Slate, sufficient members
had signed up that the Club felt a third
court should be added to the original two.
When this happened in 1998, the cost was
almost £30,000 and a National Lottery
grant was needed to boost the Club’s own
funds. (On Club nights during peak
membership, you had to keep your place in
the queue with a named clothes peg
clipped to the fence!)

All three courts were resurfaced about five
years ago with good artificial turf. The
third court is now a multi-use games area
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(which can still be used as a tennis court
for tournaments). Coaching sessions are
offered to adults and to children, and
several seasonal tournaments are on offer
to members. Each court has a bench for
catching your breath or holding racquet
covers, water bottles, sweaters. Discussions
are underway about further improvements.
The fortunes of the Tennis Club have been
through peaks and troughs over the last
century, but it’s very pleasing that
Stonesfield does have an active club with
excellent courts to play on. Happy
centenary to the Tennis Club!

Dale Morris

Stonesfield Football Club

The ‘end of season’ woes have continued to
plague the Firsts with their recent
indifferent form compounded by
successive league defeats at the hands of
their three local rivals. First, it was joy for
Hanborough as they came visiting and
plundered all three points in a smash and
grab win (1-0). Our boys then travelled to
Enstone, more in hope than expectation,
and were on the receiving end of a 3-1
defeat. Finally, it was Charlbury’s turn to
pile on the misery when they came visiting
and were soon on their merry way with the
three points tucked safely in their kit bag,
following a miserable 2-1 win. You’d be
forgiven for thinking that gloom and doom
were dripping from the page like a Stephen
King horror tale. However, with their
league dreams in tatters, it is to our boys’
credit that they took on Enstone in the
Senior Cup and gained revenge for the
league defeat with a spectacular 4-0 win to
skip and jump, like an Easter Bunny, into
the semi-finals! Good luck to our boys
against Milton as it would be a fitting finale
to a decent season if they could make the

Cup Final and have a tilt at winning
silverware.

This season each monthly report on the
Reserves has been a mixed bag of results
and this month is no different. They
started with a great win at home in the
league against Carterton Town (3-1) then
slumped to a surprising defeat, again at
home, to Kingham AB (2-0). Is
Supplementary Cup glory a possibility for
our boys? As the saying goes, ‘You have to
be in it to win it’ and they kept the dream
alive by knocking out Carterton Town on
their own turf, with a Duncan Shearer
strike putting our boys into the next round
(1-0). This has been a tough season for the
Reserves, but they’ve managed to keep
their heads above water and we’d all be
delighted to see them progress in the
Supplementary Cup.

Could it be a third Slate in a row without
the Fredo Award being won? With doom
and gloom in abundance it was a very close
thing, but in the end both Nathan Dorran
and Duncan Shearer were in contention as
both kept the Rice dynasty at bay, with
their exploits against Enstone and
Carterton Town in the cups. Nathan
Dorran scored a double against Enstone in
the Senior Cup, his first goals for the club,
and the Fredo Committee felt that this feat
was worthy of the Award. Hail! Hail!
Nathan Dorran, step forward, sir - this
month’s Fredo is yours and richly
deserved.

Tom Flanigan (891979)
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Stonesfield Scouts

Cubs Update

The Cubs undertook activities to get them
thinking about the issues refugees face -
what it might be like to have to leave our
homes suddenly and how it might feel to
make ourselves understood in another
language. With this in mind, the Cubs
decided that their skipathon fundraiser
should be in aid of helping other young
people rather than raising funds for the
scout hut which had been our original
intention.

The Cubs put in a great effort at their
skipathon — some of them were new to
skipping but they all managed to keep
going with various skipping activities for a
whole hour. With generous sponsorship
from their family and friends, they
managed to raise £631 for their chosen
charity, Save the Children.

This term we are hoping to get back
outside, explore our local area and brush
up on our navigation skills. We are also
aiming to give the Cubs a more active role
in organising their activities.

Events

The 1st Stonesfield Duck Race will be held
on 16 July 2022 and we plan to be taking
part in the Jubilee Beacon Celebration in
June. More detail on these events will be
shared on our public Facebook page at
facebook.com/stonesfieldscouts and in The
Slate.

Fundraising

Grants: We have five grant applications
submitted and out for approval. All toes
and fingers crossed.

Buy a Brick: We have sold 39 bricks raising
over £2,500! Thanks to the Witney Tacon

Clan and our other anonymous donors who
supported us this month. If you would like
to buy a brick online, please go to
www.stonesfield-scouts.org.uk/build-the-
scout-hut/buy-a-brick

Just Giving: We have raised £1,264 (with
Gift Aid) via our Just Giving page. We are
touched to read your messages of support.
The Group would like to thank all the
people and families that have donated
through Just Giving and bought a brick for
the new hut. We would particularly like to
thank the following families; Lacey,
Osman, Searle, Hughes, Ford, Cook,
Anders, Ball, Sutton, Richards, Rowles and
Betterton, White, and also The Woodstock
Chiropractor and our anonymous donors.

Sophie Gwilym, Simon Lacey, John Hounsell,
Rhian Griffiths

Stonesfield Scouts fundraising team

Sustainability groups round up
The Environment Group

We are focusing on two areas: improving
the condition of the river and tree planting.
We had two excellent and enlightening
talks in the last month. The first was given
by Ash Smith from the Windrush Against
Sewage Pollution group (WASP) and the
second from the Ilkley Clean Water group
which was the first in the country to gain
bathing status for its river; this status has
also just been given to Port Meadow in
Oxford following a successful campaign.
We are working with other river groups to
inform our own plans for improving the
Evenlode. Our plans for tree planting are
coming along well; more to report over the
next few months. There is much to do, so
please get in touch if you would like to join
us. juliecurrano@gmail.com.

22 May 2022 Stonesfield Slate


http://facebook.com/stonesfieldscouts
http://facebook.com/stonesfieldscouts

The Food Group

As can be seen from the Community Café
report, there was a great response to the
Ukrainian-inspired lunch in the Village
Hall. Thanks to all who made it happen
and all who came to support it, it felt like a
really good village event. We recently
visited The Climatarian Kitchen in
Kidlington, which is a food surplus café
with the motto “Eat to save the Earth”. The
Kitchen is doing fantastic work and is well
worth a visit at www.facebook.com/
ClimatarianKitchen/. Our next event will
be alongside the Repair Café on 2 July. If
you, or someone you know, has issues
round getting enough to eat, accessing the
right foods for a healthy diet, lacking the
skills to cook healthy meals, or affording
fuel to cook, please let us know, we may be
able to help. Contact
juliecurrano@gmail.com

The Repair Café

The Repair Cafe is holding its first event in
conjunction with the Community Café on
Saturday 2 July in the Village Hall,
9.30am-12.30pm. Further reminders will
follow. If you would like to be a repairer,
then please contact
mikesofroniou@gmail.com

The Library of Things

We're up and running, and our first client
wrote this: ‘Marvellous to be able to
borrow instead of buying a cot for a visiting
grandchild last week. This Library of
Things is a brilliant idea!” Go to
www.stonesfield.online to see what’s there:
a strimmer, a shredder, a child’s bike seat,
a pasta-making machine and much, much
more. If you want to borrow, contact the
lender. If you’d like to add an item, contact
dale.morrris@zen.co.uk

Caroline Friend
Caroline.v.friend@gmail.com

West Oxfordshire Community
Choir

West Oxfordshire Community Choir has
enjoyed a wonderful start to 2022. After
such a long time, the choir was finally able
to return to the rehearsal room and enjoy
some fantastic nights of singing. I for one
couldn't be happier to be back leading the
group once more but even more wonderful
has been welcoming new members to the
choir.

WOC Choir is open to local West
Oxfordshire residents of all singing ability
and experience levels. We don't work from
sheet music so music reading is not a
requirement. The choir focuses on
improving vocal technique, confidence and
vocal range but most of all on singing for
fun!

It's a well-known fact that singing can
improve mental health but did you know
that it can improve physical health too?
Research has shown that singing can lower
stress, boost immunity and lung function,
enhance memory and help people to cope
with emotional and physical pain. With all
that benefit and a truly lovely bunch of
choir members to welcome you, what have
you got to lose?

Our new term starts on Wednesday 27
April and runs through to July. Don’t
worry if you've missed the first week or two
of term. New members are welcome at any
point; however joining towards the start of
a term is recommended. (Tenors and
basses would be particularly welcome this
term.)

The choir meets every Wednesday evening
from 7:30-9:30pm at the St James’ Centre.
Membership is charged at £5 per week
with the full term’s payment being
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required at the start of the term. (The first
night for all new members is a free trial so
no payment is required). Learning tracks
and lyrics are included in the membership
fee as well as refreshments and yummy
goodies on a weekly basis.

For further details or choir information,
please contact me. I look forward to
meeting you.

Laura Rudge

Choir Director

wocchoir@yahoo.co.uk

Wildflowers: Stockey Bottom

Stonesfield Gardening Club

Our main focus in April is our plant sale,
scheduled for 23 April this year, so taking
place too late for inclusion in this month’s
edition of The Slate. At the time of writing,
we are hoping that it will be as successful
as last year’s sale which raised a large
amount that we could donate to local
charities. This event also encourages
members to get planting their seeds early,
so that they have spares for the sale, as well
as dividing perennials and taking cuttings.

No one should rest on their efforts though
as we have booked a stall at the School Fete
on 21 May and will be offering plants for
sale then. We would be very grateful if
members could donate plants for then,
particularly sunflowers which we thought
would be a nice idea. A good tip if you
don’t want very tall sunflowers is that
pinching out the growing tips when small
gives a bushier plant with more blooms —
so I'm told!

Our May offering is a talk by Harriet
Rycroft on Summer Luxuriance in Pots
which will be held on Monday 9 May at
7.30 pm in the St James’ Centre. We are
looking forward to meeting her in person
having had a very successful Zoom meeting
with her last year!

Diane Bates
Secretary Stonesfield Gardening Club

www.stonesfieldgardening.info
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Church news

Roman Catholic Worship
The Cross

Crucifixion is a cruel way to die: the
Romans chose it as their preferred method
of execution for criminals and other
miscreants. Thus, the cross - this symbol
of pain, humiliation and punishment, has
become a world-wide symbol of the
triumph of love, renewal and salvation.

St Rose of Lima said ’Apart from the cross,
there is no other ladder by which we may
get to heaven’; in other words, by believing
in Jesus’ sacrifice of suffering and death on
the cross, we are able to achieve
redemption and forgiveness of our sins.
Jesus freely chose to lay down his life and
take it up again for our sakes. The cross has
become a universal symbol of Christianity,
always recalling that sacrifice long ago
made for us. However, the cross raises a
personal question for us about how far we
are willing to embrace Jesus’ sacrifice: I
want to know Christ... I want to suffer
with him, sharing in his death (Philippians
3:10). And are we willing, as St. Paul
writes: And by that will (that is the will of

Jesus as a human being, not the will of
God), we have been made holy through the
sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once
for all (Hebrews 10:10). Just as Jesus
willingly chose his awful death, we too may
make choices about how far we believe and
accept the power of his death and
resurrection for us.

Holy Mass

Sunday Mass at 9.15am.
Weekday Mass times:

Monday and Tuesday at 9.30am
Wednesday at 7pm

Thursday at 9.30am

Friday at 9.30am followed by exposition of
the Blessed Sacrament

For times of confession, see the weekly
newsletter on: stteresaschurch-
charlbury.com

Prayers of spiritual communion

O my divine Jesus, how great is my desire
to receive your sacred body! Oh, come
now into my soul, at least, by a spiritual
communion! O Jesus, my divine Saviour,
save me. O my God, hiding myself with a
humble confidence in your dear wounds, I
give up my soul into your divine hands.
Oh, receive it into the bosom of your
mercy. Amen.
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The Synodal Pathway

The Holy Father has called for the Synodal
Process to begin in the Dioceses of the
world on 17 October 2021. The Holy Father
highlights the importance of ‘mutual
listening’ and that this will be at the heart
of the synodal process throughout the
Church and beyond the boundaries of the
Church.

For further information about the Synodal
Pathway and how St Teresa’s is
approaching this, please visit our website
(see below).

St Teresa’s Charlbury is supporting ACN’s
Emergency Appeal for Ukraine to
raise funds to support various religious
denominations’ priests and members of
religious congregations in continuing their
mission. If you wish to know more or
donate, please contact Suze Mathews
(01993 891720 or email
suzemathews89g@btinternet.com).

Further information

Please check St. Teresa’ s website for
details of Confession times etc:
www.stteresaschurch-charlbury.com/

Fr. Tony Joyce may be contacted on
holytrinityrechippy@gmail.com or 01608
642703

For Parish updates, any further
information and further support, please
visit: www.stteresaschurch-charlbury.com/

or contact Fr. Clive Dytor at:
chair.stteresaschurchcharlbury@gmail.com

Roman Catholic Community in Stonesfield

Church of England Worship at
St James the Great,
Stonesfield

(Benefice of Stonesfield with
Combe Longa)

www.stonesfieldparishchurch.org

Rector: Rev Ralph Williamson,
rector@scbenefice.org, 01993 891872

Churchwardens: Lindsey Sellar and
Rachel Severn
stonesfield @stonesfieldparishchurch.org

For any enquiries or help, including
pastoral support, please do contact us.

From the Rector: Easter People

The month of May always makes me think
of poetry, because as a schoolboy I
memorised a long prose poem by
Shakespeare which begins with the line, 'As
it fell upon a day in the merry month of
May.' After a few more tussles with
literature my teenage enthusiasm went in
other directions. But Shakespeare’s poem
stayed with me, and I can still recite it after
46 years, mostly because it is not really a
poem about May, but about friendship. I
do not often pause to consider a poem, as I
might pause to admire a view. But one poet
whose writing has the power to move me is
John Clare, 'the Northamptonshire
Peasant Poet', who died at the age of 71 in
May 1864, and who wrestled throughout
his life not only with words, but also with
poverty, responsibility, addiction and
serious mental illness. An agricultural
labourer as a child, he grew up
malnourished and became a potboy at a
pub in Peterborough, then a gardener, a
militiaman, and a lime burner, before
admitting the defeat of poverty and
accepting parish relief. He sold his first
poems in an attempt to save his parents
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from eviction. His poems speak of rural
beauty but his own life was a picture of
rural despair.

Like many people then and now, Clare had
a mixed relationship with religion. He
avoided church in his youth, was critical of
its failures, but also remained fiercely loyal
to the Church of England, and was helped a
great deal by the clergy he knew. In those
days the church extracted taxes, called
church rates, from anyone occupying land
or a house in the parish, and these were
deeply resented, especially by
nonconformists, before the rates were
made voluntary in 1868. The rates were
used to pay for the repair of the church, for
the conduct of services and for church
staff. But in those days the church was very
often the hub of the community. It
generally provided the village school,
welfare provision, a meeting space and
social events, as well as the essential rituals
of birth, marriage and death.

The countryside around us is still beautiful,
and our hearts still leap at the sight of
bejewelled nature in May. But there is still
a lot of difficulty too in our rural
communities, and this year life will become
much harder for a great many people as
fuel costs rise, inflation bites, and wages or
pensions stay low for many. Despite the
enormous changes to our society over the
last 200 years, and the wonderful
provisions of the welfare state, NHS and
universal education which Christians of all
denominations fought for, the parish
church has remained at the heart of the
community in most towns and villages. As
shops, pubs, trains and buses, and many
schools, have disappeared, the structure of
the parish system and the dedication of
those who worship and support their local
church has often played a vital role in

protecting our sense of community,
asserting our spiritual nature, inspiring us
to a higher morality, and demonstrating a
practice of care. As May multiplies its
glories around us, I commend to you your
village church and pray that it will ever
remain a place of worship and a beacon of
resurrection hope for the whole
community.

Revd Ralph Williamson, Rector

Home Pictures in May

The sunshine bathes in clouds of many
hues

And morning's feet are gemmed with
early dews,

Warm daffodils about the garden beds
Peep through their pale slim leaves their
golden heads,

Sweet earthly nuns of Spring; the gosling
broods

In coats of sunny green about the road
Waddle in extasy; and in rich moods

The old hen leads her flickering chicks
abroad,

Oft scuttling 'meath her wings to see the
kite

Hang wavering o'er them in the spring's
blue light.

The sparrows round their new nests chirp
with glee

And sweet the robin Spring's young luxury
shares

Tootling its song in feathery gooseberry
tree

While watching worms the gardener's
spade unbars.

John Clare
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Services

Sunday 1 May (Third Sunday of
Easter)

8am Stonesfield Holy Communion
[BCP/said]

9.30am Combe All Age Worship

11am  Stonesfield All Age Worship

Sunday 8 May (Fourth Sunday of
Easter)

8am Stonesfield Holy Communion

[BCP/said]

9.30am Combe Parish Communion

11am Stonesfield Parish Communion

Sunday 15 May (Fifth Sunday of
Easter)

8am Stonesfield Holy Communion

[BCP/said]

9.30am Combe Parish Communion

11am Stonesfield Parish Communion

5pm Combe Evensong

Sunday 22 May (Sixth Sunday of
Easter)

8am Stonesfield Holy Communion

[BCP/said]

9.30am Combe Parish Communion

11am Stonesfield Parish Communion

Sunday 29 May (Seventh Sunday of
Easter)

8am Stonesfield Holy Communion
[BCP/said]

10am  Combe United Benefice
Communion

Sunday 5 June (Pentecost)

8am Stonesfield Holy Communion

[BCP/said]
9.30am Combe All Age Worship
11am  Stonesfield All Age Worship
5pm Stonesfield  Service of

celebration for the
Queen's Platinum
Jubilee

with Jubilee tea & cake from 3.30pm in St
James’ Centre

Mondays
8.45-11.30am Monday Coffee in
St James’ Centre
Tuesdays
8.45-10am Coffee and biscuits
Reading Room, Combe
Wednesdays

9.30am Stonesfield Holy Communion

Combe Morning Prayer

(11th & 25th)

11am
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Stonesfield Methodist Church

Services for May

Sunday 1 11am Andrew Maisey

Sunday 8 10.30am United Service at
Charlbury Methodist Church
(No service at Stonesfield)

Sunday 15  11am The Revd Jason
Cooke

Sunday 22  11am The Revd James
Skinner

Holy Communion Service

Sunday 29 11am Mary Blow

‘The Evenlode' by Gordon Ottewell is my
recent reading pleasure; from its source to
the moment it joins the great Thames, a
river that winds its way for thirty odd
miles, much of it through the splendid
Cotswold valley. A glorious journey to be
enjoyed often, especially the most
wonderful stretch close by, when only a
brief hour can be spared. It’s quite like the
Christian journey, with its twists and turns,
and constant reliability. For me, it’s the
sheer warmth of knowing forever it’s
nearby, even when the world is all at sea!
Come near to God and He will come near
to you. (James 4; 8)

Come and join a service; all are very
welcome.

Kathleen Albért (891733)

Methodist Church, Stonesfield
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Do you want to advertise?

Please email slate-ads@stonesfield.online for full details of sizes and cost.

D S JONES

BUILDING

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

All aspects of building, roofing and property maintenance
undertaken
For all enquiries call or email

07496149990
dsjmaintenance@hotmail.com

&

VEHICLE TECH

Mobile mechanic servicing, repairs, diagnostics
& MOTs prepared and arranged
for all makes & models

Friendly & reliable service at competitive rates,
19 years experience & based in Stonesfield

Call Rob on 01608 646100 or 07791 755771
Email: vehicletech3@gmail.com

Plumbing & Heating
Domestic & Commercial
Gas Specialist

John Harvey
07515 284286
jh.plumbing@hotmail.co.uk

ROOFIX

All aspects of roof work undertaken

Slates - Tiles « Flat roofs
Chimneys - Valleys - Leadwork
Moss clearance
UPVC fascias * Soffits « Gutters
Advice and estimates free
Freephone
0800 955 5063

Mobile
07817 792194

30 May 2022
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JUNIOR TAE KWON-DO

The Korean art of Self-Defence

Develop your children’s self-
confidence, concentration and help
them to learn respect for themselves
and others.

New lessons developed to be fun and
informative for ages 5-17.
Stonesfield Village Hall
Mon and Thur: 5.30-6.30pm

**Come and try a complimentary session**

ITF registered international instructor
James Kumar CRB vetted

Further information, contact James
01865 772883 07788 583 965
Jameskumar@hotmail.co.uk

Back or Joint Pain ?
Preparing for, or recovering
from a knee or hip operation ?
Need to improve fitness ?

.. or feeling stiff and inflexible ?

A one to one program using
equipment (Pilates reformer, tower
etc) in my Stonesfield studio can help
you address muscle imbalances,
improve posture, develop your core
and build strength

Call Lucy 07484901615
www.resiliencepilates.co.uk
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Test & Inspections e Landlord Certificates

Full & Partial Rewires ® New Builds & Extensions

Fault Finding e Sec

urity Lighting

New Consumer Units e Additions & Alterations

Call: 07766 252548 or 01993 222444
Email: quotes@oxelec.co.uk

Web: www.OxElec.co.uk

Stonesfield Tennis Club

The club was established over

50 years ago with membership

open to all at very competitive
subscription rates. The two
astro-turf tennis courts were

re-laid in 2018 and are in
excellent condition with plenty
of court availability.

Phone: 07795 441986
(Andrew Tacon; Chairman)

Website:
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/
StonesfieldTennisClub

Email: stonesfieldtc@gmail.com
Facebook:@stonesfieldtennisclub
Instagram: @stonesfieldtennis
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Extra lights, sockets . = ’ /
Repicarir asoones e windrushgroup

Landlord & homebuyers inspections ; ;
Friendly, local and reliable prlnt | deS|gn | web | large format

Quick response, free quotes & fully insured . .
P k Y Celebrating our 50th anniversary,

www.andrewboothelectrician.co.uk we have been delivering our print
expertise to a wide variety of clients

TEL 01993 883880 from the smallest personal project
MOB 07795 957988 through to much larger organisations.

We pride ourselves in delivering the

same level of service for all.

Dog-walking service -
Do you work long hours and feel that your ﬁ
dog is not getting the attention and exercise TEAR IN BUSINESS
that it needs? | run a dog-walking service *
for Stonesfield and surrounding areas. |
have public liability insurance for peace of 01 993 7721 97

mind. Please feel free to call for a quote. Ch"S@vf""dr"'ShgmuP'co'UK
www.windrushgroup.co.uk

Katrina 01993 891131/ 07824357690 Windrush Group, Windrush House, Avenue Two,
katrinamoss1979@icloud.com \ Station Lane,Witney, Oxfordshire OX28 4XW

BLINDS AND CURTAINS
by
WINDOW DESIGN

01993 870606

Made to Measure Huge range of fabrics

blinds and curtains
Fabric showroom open

Complete home service by appointment

from measure to fitting

WWW.WINDOWDESIGN.CO
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M J Fyson BA BA VetMB MRCVS

The Coach House Veterinary Clinic Ltd
Wroslyn Road

Freeland

Nr. Witney

Oxon OX29 8AQ

E-mail: coachhousevet@outlook.com

We are a traditional independent small animal

Veterinary Clinic

e Opening hours: Mon-Fri 08:00-18:30, Sat 09:00-12:00
e Consultations by appointment only, please phone 01993 880557
e Friendly personal service for dogs, cats and small furries

e Stockists of Symply and Canagan pet foods

e Follow us on Facebook: Coach House Veterinary Clinic

01993 880551

www.coachhousevetsclinic.co.uk

Rob Atkinson

Member of the
Chartered Institute of Building

General property
maintenance and
high quality DIY

General repairs
All carpentry - Decorating
Minor plumbing

Prompt, reliable and
recommended service
No job too small

Tel: 07876-275300

robatkinson.ajdw@gmail.com

Stan Johnston Painter and

Decorator

With over 35 years experience in the
trade.

sjohnstonpaint@outlook.com

68 865251 or 01993 898730

“A job done well”

34

Roberts Garden Machinery Ltd

* Professional servicing and repairs of
most makes of garden machinery

* New & second-hand machinery supplied
* Collection & delivery by arrangement
18 years’ experience with LAWNMOWER SALES & SERVICE
Open 8-5 Monday-Friday, 8-12 Saturday
Unit H5, New Yatt Business Centre, New Yatt, 0X29 6TJ
Tel: 01993 881320 or email: robert.milloini@ btinternet.com
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Salon Copenhagen

3 Pendle Court, Pond Hill, Stonesfield, Oxon, OX29 8PZ
Tel. 01993 891101

Unisex hairdressing salon for ladies, gentlemen and children.
All aspects of hairdressing undertaken by our professionally
trained stylists.

We also offer earpiercing.

Open Monday to Friday
Saturdays by appointment only

Find us on Facebook.

SC

A.L. SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors

Bidston Close, Over Norton,
Chipping Norton, 0X7 sppP

A professionally qualified
Funeral Director providing
a dignified and personal
service at any hour.

Private Chapels of Rest
in a peaceful garden setting.

Tel. 01608 644112

PELLMANS

Solicitors

¢ Business, Agricultural and Employment
Law
Contracts, Legal Compliance & Disputes

¢ Property
Buying & Selling Homes, Commercial
& Agricultural

e Wills, Probate and Trusts
Tax Planning, Lasting Powers of Attorney
& Elderly Client Advice

01865 884400

www.pellmans.co.uk
1 Abbey Street, Eynsham, Oxford OX29 4TB

Home visits and evening appointments available
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%iable?epairs
i A i \

Domestic
Appliance Repairs

WASHING MACHINES
REFRIGERATION
ELECTRIC COOKERS
TUMBLE DRYERS
DISHWASHERS

Professional
Descaler Available

Call Andrew

01993
891339

O

Mobile
07989 945971

- /

Fixed priced repairs to
include electrical
safety test

Electric cooker
connections both
freestanding
and built-in

"
)

Full public liability cover

BS7671 accredited

Same day, evening &
weekend appointments
normally available

Andrew A. Adams FCCA

Chartered Certified Accountant
Quality personal service for your
Accounting, Taxation and Business needs
Competitive fees agreed in advance

Free initial meeting
Telephone: 07790 854574

01993 891280

Email: aaadams@TalkTalk.net

Foot Health Professional

Joanna Attridge
MCFHP MAFHP

Foot problems?
I will visit you in
the comfort of

your own home

Based in Combe
Fully qualified and insured

36

07961 620 292

joannafoothealth@gmail.com
www.joannasfoothealth.co.uk
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Suriya Express
& Post Office

1 Pendle Court, Pond Hill, Stonesfield
Tel/Fax 01993 898379

Bread & Pastries
Fine range of Groceries
Fruit & Vegetables
Beers, Wines & Spirits
New range of Organic Products
Dry Cleaning

Opening hours:
Monday to Friday 7am—8pm
Saturday and Sunday 8am—8pm*
Bank Holidays 8am—8pm*

*P.O. closed on Sundays & on Bank Holidays

SAMSWEET

SPORTS MASSAGE
STRENGTH & CONDITIONING

Sam Sweet

BSc (Hons), ITEC Level 5,
Member of Sports Massage
Association

For an appointment
please contact:

m: 07818 575957

e: ss.sportsmassage@outlook.com

WOODSTOCK TAXI SERVICE
07766 743081

Airports & Stations ¢ Day trips & tours
Hospitals & Schools * Weddings & Proms
Theatres & Restaurants * Shopping trips
Our friendly team includes female drivers
www.townhousewoodstock.co.uk

Stonesfield massage

grounding . stability . strength

A beautiful, female only, massage
therapy treatment room in the village

For appointments call Kate
07473272503

Have a look at the treatments menu
www.stonesfieldmassage.com
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ACE

Car Repairs and Servicing

01993 700041

SERVICING, BRAKES, CLUTCHES, AIR CONDITIONING, EXHAUSTS,
DIAGNOSTICS, MOT'S PREPARED AND ARRANGED

Alan Claridge Engineering is a garage in Witney that has been repairing

cars for over 30 years. | now live in Stonesfield and will collect your car

from your house and deliver it back free of charge. | service and repair all
makes of car so please call me to arrange an appointment.

P

mike
chambers

painting & decorating

interior & exterior
general

property maintenance

friendly service,
fully insured
your DIY done for you!

07973 624797

email:mike@michael-chambers.co.uk
www.michael-chambers.co.uk

e

Tracey Keeling

Personal Trainer
The Older Adult Training Specialist

Any age is the right age to exercise.
(Face to face or on-line)

07977 228756
www.hardenhealthandfitness.co.uk
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We care,
when It matters most.

An award-winning local family business
trusted by families for over 60 years
with a first class reputation for guality,
value and service.

‘Invaluable support”
“Seamless arrangements”

‘Nothing was too much”
“‘Sympathetic and professiona

|H

Above are just some of the many touching
comments we have received about our service.
LLearn more about us at

www.jerramsbrothers.co.uk or call us at any time.

Jerrams Brothers

Funerals Funeral planning Memorials Support Est.1949

33 High Street Woodstock OX20 1TE 01993 8114971
18 The Kidlington Centre, Kidlington OX5 2DL 01865 374444
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New Miss Molly products in stock

Please note new shop hours now open 10am -3pm*
All picture framing by appointment only.
*Closed Tuesdays & Sundays

Cotswold Frames ~ Market St ~ Charlbury ~ OX7 3PL
01608 811805
www.cotswoldframes.co.uk
info@cotswoldframes.co.uk

Acupuncture for stress reduction,
pain relief, arthritis, migraine, fatigue,
hormone imbalance, and more.

Appointments available at my Stonesfield
clinic or in your own home.

To find out more or arrange an initial
consultation please contact me on 01993
898102 /07791 278618

maeve@maeveodonnellacupuncture.co.uk
or visit
www.maeveodonnellacupuncture.co.uk
i @ maeveodonnellacupuncture

WILLS ~ PROBATE ~ POWERS OF ATTORNEY

INHERITANCE TAX PLANNING

Tel. 01993 811 792

Email info@woodstocklaw.co.uk

Woodstock Solicitors - 1* Floor - 32 New Road - Woodstock - OX20 1PB

40
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Hypnotherapy

For help with anxiety, stress,
pain control, insomnia, phobias,
unwanted habits, confidence and
self-esteem, exam and interview
nerves.

Contact: Linda Flanigan

Clinical Hypnotherapist
GHR Registered & Member (Lic.) of National
Council for Hypnotherapy

Tel: 07866 360359
Email: linda@lfhypnotherapy.co.uk
www.lfhypnotherapy.co.uk

Imagine Life
if you had your own...
Gardener
Decorator
Babysitter
De-clutterer

I can help you clear your clutter,
weed out your wardrobe and find
new homes for your unwanted items.

Dog Walker
Spring Cleaner
Moving House Help
House & Pet Sitter...

all rolled into one!

For one-off events or regular help

please contact Lindsey
hatsotfstudios2@gmail.com or call

01993 898620 07941 561471

MICHAEL PRICE & SON
PLASTERING

58 Ticknell Piece Road

Charlbury, OX7 3TW

Tel 01608 811642
Mobile 07710 170049

GEOFF BOOTH
Landscaping « Paving « Walling
Driveways ¢ Fencing * Brickwork

Building maintenance

Garden maintenance

Free quotations

Tel: 01993 891945

Mob: 07710 628248

Email: geoffboothlandscaping@hotmail.com
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THAMES VALLEY
TREE CARE 1D

A Stonesfield based company
providing a professional and reliable
service in all aspects of tree surgery

and hedge management

FREE no obligation quote

Tel: 01993 891381
Mob: 07971018279
Email: info@tvtreecare.co.uk
www.tvtreecare.co.uk

Architectural, Construction, Agricultural
& Equestrian Steel Fabrication
Services
We also provide a full welding service
in Steel, Stainless Steel. Aluminium &
Titanium, including repairs to Steel,
Aluminium and Iron castings

UNIT 4D
ENSTONE BUSINESS PARK
ENSTONE, OXFORDSHIRE

OX7 4NP

TEL: 01608 678267
MOB: 07751 678412
WITNEYWELDING@OUTLOOK.COM
WWW.WITNEYWELDING.COM

COMPUTER PROBLEM?

DON’T WORRY — HELP IS AT HAND!
With a happy smile and definitely no jargon,
we’ve been helping users and their computers
for over thirty years. We have extensive
experience of the University system, and we
know all about Apple Macs TOO!

RING BoB ON: 01865 880600 / 07768 732123

We come to you with same day service if possible.
We don’t charge for the call-out or if we can’t fix it.

Sewing & Alterations
. .. to make that garment fit you!

Fittings, hem levels, and a varied range of
alteration and sewing work carried out.
Dresses, Skirts, Tops, Shirts, Jackets,
Trousers, Curtains, Cushions and beyond!

Louise Everett-Brown
lou.smileyl@btinternet.com
01993 813873
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Lighting Your Way Into The Future

STEPHEN J. WILEY
ELECTRICIAN

Additions + Alterations * Rewiring
Surveys °* Security Lighting
Cookers * Showers
Telephone Points

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Tel (01993) 882778/881409

90 Main Road, Long Hanborough, Witney, OX29 8JY
Stephen.Wiley @btconnect.com
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>
TOWN QN COUNTRY
TREES LIMITED

A tree surgery company with

the integrity you can trust.

Tel: 0845 458 2980
Mobile: 07976 261850

Email: info@townandcountrytrees.co.uk

44

www.townandcountrytrees.co.uk

An outstanding niche private client firm...its practitioners are recommended as experts
in their field, providing high-quality advice...its client service is second to none and
every client is valued equally and treated with sensitivity and genuine compassion

We can assist you with specialist legal advice on Wills, inheritance

tax planning, powers of attorney, helping with probate and generally
protecting your assets. We also help protect the vulnerable or elderly.

Our tax specialists are also here to help with your personal tax
compliance, including preparing personal tax returns and offering
guidance on HMRC correspondence. They can also advise you on

tax planning on the sale/gift of assets, including the new reporting

of capital gains on the sale of private residences.

Dealing with your own affairs and getting them in order can appear
daunting. We're here to make life easier. Do pick up the phone or email
us and we would be happy to have a free, no-obligation initial chat with

you. We can meet on video call or in person when safe to do so.

The Carpenters’ Workshop, Blenheim Palace Sawmills, Combe, Oxfordshire OX29 8ET
T01865 987 781 E info@theburnsidepartnership.com w www.theburnsidepartnership.com

Anna Burnside PARTNER
anna.burnside@theburnsidepartnership.com

Jacqui Birks TAX DIRECTOR
jacqui.birks@theburnsidepartnership.com

For further information, please contact:

tnership.com

THE BURNSIDE
PARTNERSHIP

XFC OW LONDON
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® NO FUSSe
*NO MESS o
e NO PROBLEM e
Tel: 01865 772996

JEM

CHIMNEY
SWEEPING

Enjoyable and friendly Art Courses

Email-based tuition and meetings — small
groups — as COVID restrictions allow.
For more information contact Gabriele at
gabrielekern31@gmai|.com

A. K. P. DIXON

Home & Garden Maintenance
& General Handyman
For all those jobs you need doing
inside & outside — I’m your man!
Call Ade on 01993 813873
or 07825 631111
or email handymanade@btinternet.com

PROBLEM FEET?

NAIL CUTTING *« CORNS  CALLUS
PROBLEM NAILS - FOOT MASSAGE
Treatment in the comfort of your own home

SHARON DAVIES MCFHP MAFHP
(01993) 891132 / (M) 07941843353

Registered member of the British Association
of Foot Health Professionals

Bed and Breakfast
at Combe

For details
please view
www.greenclose.net
or call 01993 891223

Website : andygillamironworks.co.uk

RuraScape

Landscaping & gardens

- Patios
- Turfing
- Fencing
- Lawns & grassland
- Hedge management
- Garden/scrubland clearance

Tel 01993 898733 or 07811 598958
Email rurascape@hotmail.com

PJR Plumbing & Heating

* Installation

* Mainfenance

* Repair & Service

* Gas Appliances & Safety Certificates

REGISTER

Tel: 01993 881069 500807

MOB: 07515 733398
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BLENHEIM PALACE

Come to Blenheim Palace from this April to learn about the Duke’s life.
Wander through the Palace state rooms to find out more and absorb
the history of the Palace. Visit our Battlefields and Baroque Exhibition,
where you’ll find:

« Costumes from the movie The Favourite (based on the life of Sarah),
by Oscar winning designer Sandy Powell

- 18th century armour

« 18th century music and instruments

« A court feast

« Maps, documents and artefacts from our archive

BLENHEIM

Decades of silt have meant the Queen Pool, part of the Blenheim UNESCO
World Heritage Site, has become so shallow that it is at risk of drying

out completely. We need to ensure that we protect the Estate for future
generations, and we’re investing in restoration projects such as the Lake
Dredge which is vital to Blenheim’s longevity. Archaeological work is
currently being undertaken on site, and ecological work is underway
which is helping to protect our wildlife during the dredge.

Find out more at Blenheim.org/restoration

Py
BLENHEIM ESTATE
Blenheim Estate is joining forces with Rowse Honey to create over
50 Acres of Sustainable Habitat for Pollinators. The major conservation
project forms part of the wider land strategy, as well as Rowse’s Hives for
Lives programme. As well as significantly increasing the native wildlife
diversity by connecting areas of forest and ancient woodland,
the partnership aims to engage the local community on the importance
of nature, pollinators and sustainable land management.

Keep up-to-date with our news and latest events by signing
up to our newsletter at bIenheimpaIace.com
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Do you enjoy a city break? Perhaps taking in
the imperial charm of cities such as Vienna or
Budapest, enjoying tapas in Seville and visiting
Granada or seeing the iconic sights of Venice?

It's a tempting prospect — even more so
when you can visit more than one city on
your trip, have all the travel between the
cities taken care of for you, and even better,
you only have to unpack your suitcase once
because your luxury hotel moves with you.

This is the magic of going on a river
cruise. Small and friendly ships and you
moor up right in the middle of the cities
on your itinerary so getting out and
exploring couldn’t be easier.

Traditional favourites are always the
Danube, the Rhine, and the Douro, but
we also have a fantastic choice of river
cruises and canal barge holidays on the
waterways of France, or looking further
afield, the Mekong, Nile or a paddle
steamer down the Mississippi.

Call us, call in, or visit www.greatexperiencetravel.co.uk
Waterloo Walk, High Street, Witney, 0OX28 6EU
Tel: 01993 627713; e-mail: info@greatexperiencetravel.co.uk

“BDABTA

ABTA No. K9818
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Red Kite - Bronze

Blackbird with worm

! ! Woodpecker
Wren
! Curlew - to rust
Kingfisher
Wagtail g )

TAKE A LOOK AT OUR
FLOCKk OF BIRDS AT
ABLACKBIRDSANGCOM

20% STONESFIELD AND NEARBY VILLAGE DISCOUNT
USE THIS CODE WHEN CHECKING OUT: STONESFIELD20
OR CALL GENNY AND TONY ON 01993 891030
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