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There’s one man in Stonesfield who knows 
more than most about our history. For the 
last 14 years, Clive Parsons, who you 
probably have seen working in the village 
shop, has been out and about with his metal 
detector, searching for the often tiny 
artefacts that tell so much about who has 
lived and worked here over the centuries. 

Clive has always been keen on finding things 
and started as a child, collecting clay pipes 
and fossils. In recent years his collection has 
expanded to include a wide range of coins 
and tokens, clothing ornaments, toys and 
arrowheads, in bronze, copper, silver, lead 
and flint. He can identify most of them from 
his own knowledge, with reference books and 
magazines, or consulting friends with the 
same interests, and also has regular contact 
with experts in the Ashmolean Museum.  

Clive’s earliest finds were a polished flint 
Neolithic axehead and arrowheads, some 
4,000 years old. What he would really love to 
find is a Bronze Age axehead.  

The most common finds are buttons and 
coins, especially Roman coins. The period of 
the Roman empire is Clive’s favourite as the 
Romans produced so many beautiful and 
varied things.  

His favourite coin – bronze, about 1600 
years old – shows a Roman soldier on 
horseback spearing a foot soldier. Another 
silver wash coin, bearing the name of 
Emperor Probus, shows a god figure with a 
staff and the Emperor’s head on the reverse.  
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There are also decorative pins for fastening 
a cloak. Many clothes fastenings and 
ornaments like belt studs and buckles also 
survive from the mediaeval period.  

Hammered silver coins were often cut in 
half or quarters to be given as wages – 
possible evidence that there were some 
wealthy employers in the area at that time.  

Searches can often take four or five hours 
with no result, but the effort is well worth it 
for the insights into the past that come 
from finds.  

Clive would like to record his thanks to the 
local landowners and farmers for 
permission to search their land.  

Viv Kendall
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Dates for your diary 
June 

29  Carers’ Café St James’ Centre 10am-12noon 

July 

1,8,15,22 Book Break St James' Centre 12.30-2pm

3 Gift Day St James’s Church 9.30-12.30 

3 Community Lunch and cricket match Playing Field 12noon onward 

4 Stonesfield SSC AGM SSSC 7.00pm 

6 Carers’ Café St James’ Centre 10am-12noon 

9,16,23 Andrew Crawford Cup cricket Playing Field 6.15pm 

10 Summer Reading Challenge starts Library 10am-12 noon 

13 Sew & Chat Group St James’ Centre 10am-12 noon 

19 Gardening Club meeting St James’ Centre 7.30pm 



Doreen Martin
Stephen, Christopher and Jane would like 
to thank everyone for their kind messages, 
letters and sympathy cards following the 
sad loss of our mum Doreen. Mum and 
Dad moved to Stonesfield in 1952 and they 
both loved living in this very special village. 

We would like to thank Rev Roy for a 
lovely and uplifting service at the North 
Oxfordshire Crematorium. Also our thanks 
go to Nicholas at Jerrams Funeral 
Directors, for his kindness and care during 
this sad time, and thanks to everyone for 
all the kind donations to the Guide Dogs 
for the Blind Association. 

Jane Aldridge

Carers’ Cafe…
…at the St James’ Centre, Stonesfield, 
Tuesdays 29 June and 6 July, 
10am-12noon.  

Calling all carers; do you provide help for 
someone – a child or an adult – who 
couldn’t manage otherwise? 

Whether you care for them full-time, do 
their shopping or chat with them over a 
cup of tea, you’re invited to the Carers’ 
Cafe. And if you’ve cared for someone in 
the past, you’re also welcome.  

For more information, get in touch with 
Georgie on georgie@thesteeles.org or 
898889, or Lauren on 
laurennormanton@hotmail.com or 
891509. Or just join us on the 29th or the 
6th for tea or coffee. See you there! 

The Carers’ Café is funded by Stonesfield 
Mutual Aid and observes COVID 
restrictions.  

Ian Hudspeth
The Parish Council would like to 
congratulate Ian Hudspeth, the former 
leader of Oxfordshire County Council, who 
has been awarded an OBE in the Queen's 
Birthday Honours List for services to Local 
Government. 

Ian Hudspeth, who became a county 
councillor in 2005 and served as leader of 
the council from 2012 to earlier this year, 
was also a former chairman of the 
Community Wellbeing Board, Local 
Government Association. 

He has supported Stonesfield Parish 
Council during his time as leader for OCC 
but has also done much work for the 
county as a whole, we congratulate him on 
his well-deserved OBE.  

Karen East 

Stonesfield Parish Council - Clerk

Stonesfield Community Lunch
Stonesfield Playing Fields Association 
would like to invite the whole of 
Stonesfield for a community lunch from 
12pm on 3 July. 

Please bring your family, a blanket and 
lunch and enjoy the home cricket match 
against our closest neighbours, Combe. We 
expect to have a great afternoon of 
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fantastic company and, hopefully, splendid 
weather.  

Please check the village website 
www.stonesfield.online/ and the notice 
boards for updates. We hope to have a 
BBQ, Chrissie’s Owls and many other 
community groups, all keen to show their 
work in our village. The social club will be 
open to provide refreshment.  

For any enquiries or suggestions please 
email d.baldwin@stonesfieldpc.uk or call 
07957 497513.  

Free transport for 
vaccinations
From now on, lifts given by our volunteer 
drivers will be FREE for people travelling 
to receive COVID vaccinations. Stonesfield 
Voluntary Transport Scheme, like other 
transport schemes in the area, is benefiting 
from a government Contain Outbreak 
Management Fund grant provided by West 
Oxfordshire District Council. 

While many people have already received 
their vaccinations without this benefit, the 
new fund aims to help younger people, 
many of whom have yet to be vaccinated 
and may not have access to other 
transport. 

Viv Kendall (891803)

Stonesfield Voluntary Transport Scheme

Village Hall News
As the easing of lockdown continues, we 
are happy to report that we have been 
really lucky to reopen the hall and get 
weekly clubs back up and running.  

Taekwondo has changed days, so it is now 
running on Monday and Thursday from 
5.30-6.30pm. For more details, please 
contact James Kumar on 07788 583965. 

We are hoping to be able to hold a 
committee meeting and AGM in July to 
announce our new co-chairs and re-
establish roles, but are still awaiting dates 
to be confirmed. Please keep an eye on the 
Facebook page and Nextdoor 
announcements for more information.  

As always, if anyone would like to use the 
hall, please do contact me on 01993 
898919 or stonesfieldvh@gmail.com. 

Jacqueline Carthew

Secretary & Booking Clerk for Stonesfield 
Village Hall 
www.facebook.com/stonesfieldvillagehall
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Long Hanborough’s new GP 
surgery
The state-of-the-art new Long Hanborough 
surgery opened in March. It is twice the 
size of the old surgery and was built by Pye 
Homes Blenheim as part of the 
Hanborough Gate development. Its new 
layout was adapted during development to 
enable patients to receive their COVID 
vaccinations and leave without returning to 
reception. This contributed to the new 
surgery being able to vaccinate large 
numbers of people and to be among the 
sites vaccinating the most people in the 
county. 

The surgery includes its own pharmacy 
with robotic storage, dispensing, return, 
restocking and crediting of medications. 

Move Together
Move Together is a government-backed 
initiative designed to help people who have 
been shielding or who feel that their 
physical or mental health and wellbeing 
has been negatively affected by COVID-19. 
It stresses that starting to move more, in a 
way that works for each individual person 
is hugely beneficial, and can help with 
mood, energy level, sleep and weight 
management, and in coping with long-term 
conditions. 

It recognises that it’s not always easy to 
move more – not having been able to carry 
out usual activities, see loved ones and in 
many cases even leave the house has had a 
massive impact. Some people are keen to 
be more active, but many feel anxious 
about how to start. 

Move Together offers friendly support on 
the phone or on your doorstep, with ideas 
on ways to get back strength, mobility and 
confidence about going out. It can also 
offer home activity packs and exercise 
classes for specific conditions. All advice is 
given by physical activity experts in line 
with COVID safety guidance. 

For more information or to get started, call 
your local Move Together coordinator on 
01993 861564 or ask your GP to refer you. 
Then you can decide what sort of activities 
you would like and what sort of support 
would be helpful.  

Wychwood Forest Fair
The Wychwood Forest Fair will take place 
on Sunday 22 August at Foxbarrow Wood, 
Witney from 11am to 5pm. The Fair is a 
great way to enjoy a summer Sunday while 
supporting the Wychwood Project, which is 
dedicated to restoring habitats across the 
historic Wychwood Forest area. 
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The Wychwood Forest Fair was founded in 
1796 by three Wesleyan Methodists living 
in Finstock, as a calmer counterpart to the 
annual Witney Feast. However in the 19th 
century it became rowdy and a chance to 
settle grievances by fighting, and it was 
eventually banned in 1853. The Wychwood 
Project revived the Forest Fair in 2000 to 
celebrate the area’s rural traditions, arts 
and crafts, and conservation work. 

This year’s Fair will be largely open-air and 
will use more space than previous years. 
Advance bookings are encouraged to help 
monitor numbers: tickets bought in 
advance cost £8, while tickets on the door 
cost £10. Under-16s can enter free. 

Tickets are available from www.wychwood-
project.mitingu.com/wychwood-forest-
fair-2021 or www.wychwoodproject.org, or 
07584 262437. To apply to host a stall at 
the Fair, use this number or contact 
info@wychwoodproject.org.uk.  

The Wychwood Project would welcome 
donations of second-hand books in good 
condition for the Fair’s thriving second-
hand bookstall, or offers to volunteer for a 
few hours at the Fair. Please email 
miranda@wychwoodproject.org.uk or call 
the number above. 

Family cycle training and 
Bikeability level 3 courses
Witney-based Windrush Bike Project is 
offering free family cycling lessons to give 
you confidence to ride with your children. 
For details contact 
admin@windrushbikeproject.uk. 

Also on offer are 3-hour Bikeability Level 3 
courses, ideal for year 6 and 7 students and 
especially those planning to cycle to 
secondary school. The courses include 

negotiating traffic lights, roundabouts and 
town centres, and run from 26 July to 10 
August; the cost is £5. To book a place, 
please contact www.bookwhen.com/
windrushbikeproject?tag=level-3. 

Both are available to Stonesfield people – 
not just Witney! 

Blenheim Palace
Archery and tomahawk throwing

Under the eye of the Bushcraft Company, 
sessions in both ancient skills are available 
at Blenheim, historically the site of jousting 
tournaments, through the summer. 
Originally planned for young people, both 
are also proving popular with adults. For 
more information and booking go to 
www.blenheimpalace.com/. 

Blenheim apprenticeships 
Blenheim is offering 12 new apprenticeship 
opportunities in a wide range of roles 
including bricklaying, carpentry, property 
maintenance, retail and guest services and 
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social media. The apprenticeships start 
throughout the year and are open to 
anyone who is over the age of 16 and has 
completed secondary education.  

The apprenticeship programme is part of 
Blenheim's 10-year plan to train more than 
100 apprentices by 2027. For further 
information and to apply, go to 
www.blenheim.org/careers/vacancies/. 

Art – you may meet it in the park… 
Blenheim is staging a major exhibition by 
Tino Seghal between 9 July and 15 August 
– the first exhibition designed specifically 
for Blenheim’s park and gardens. Seghal is 
presenting a ‘roaming choreography’ with 
more than 30 local participants who will 
move throughout the park, coming 
together and moving apart, interacting 
with visitors and the surroundings. So it 
might be worth considering on your next 
visit whether you are talking to a visitor or 
an art form… 

Police and community support
For information or advice on security 
concerns, please contact 
woodstockNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police
.uk or call 101. 

Let’s have more!
The Slate welcomes articles on village 
history, local people and places, things of 
general rural interest, poems… pictures too 
(photos or drawings).  

We’ll do our  best to include them but 
space is limited so sometimes decisions are 
needed.  

Remember that images will only appear in 
black and white. 

See page 2 for details of how and when to 
supply contributions for inclusion in the 
Slate. 
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Stonesfield Parish Council 
(SPC)
From the meeting held 9 June 2021 
At the meeting, Andy Graham was 
welcomed by Stonesfield Parish Council as 
the new Oxfordshire County Councillor for 
the next 4 years. Part of his remit is to 
promote smaller communities. There will 
be weekly bulletins from Cllr Graham, 
which can be found on 
www.stonesfield.online/category/parish/.  

Also present and welcomed were West 
Oxfordshire District Councillors Mathew 
Parkinson and Nathalie Chapple. 

Grants and spending:  

Stonesfield Parish Council approved a 
grant request from Stonesfield Primary 
School for the sum of £1,000. 

Councillors unanimously approved the 
20mph speed restriction in the village. This 
is now being moved to the public 
consultation phase, conducted by 
Oxfordshire County Council. 

The council approved additional SAFER 
expenditure towards this. We are also 
grateful to Cllr Graham who granted 
£1,250 through his Councillor Priority 
Fund, which topped up the cost of this 
project and enabled us to proceed. 

Finance:  
Councillors approved the figures in the 
Annual Return to 31 March 2021. The 
internal auditor has signed off the annual 
audit for the Parish Council. 

Planning Applications: 
There was no objection to application 
21/01897/S73 – Spring Villa, Churchfields, 
nor to application R3.0074/21 – 
Oxfordshire County Council, for temporary 
retention of modular buildings at 
Stonesfield School. (It had been noted to 
planning that the temporary cabins have 
been there for some time.) 

Date of next meeting: The next full 
council meeting will be on 7 July. Agenda 
items should be submitted to the Clerk, no 
later than 28 June 2021.  

Karen East, Parish Clerk

clerk@stonesfieldpc.uk

News from West Oxfordshire
New WODC team 
District Council Leader Michele Mead has 
appointed the new Cabinet team members 
with responsibility for specific portfolios. 
Cllr David Harvey (Deputy Leader) will 
retain climate, energy and diversity; Cllr 
Jane Doughty is responsible for customer 
delivery, including equality and diversity, 
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leisure facilities and community grants and 
Cllr Suzi Coul takes finance. Cllr Jeff Haine 
is responsible for planning; Cllr Merilyn 
Davies has housing and communities, 
including crime and disorder, affordable 
homes and community and public health. 
Cllr Norman Macrae remains in charge of 
environment, waste and recycling, flood 
alleviation and car parking. 

The Chairman of the Council is Cllr Martin 
McBride and Cllr Alex Postan is Deputy 
Chairman. 

From our County Councillor – 
Andy Graham
It’s been busy! I am delighted with the 
Stonesfield Parish Council and the great 
community for reducing the speed to 
20mph in the village (SAFER scheme). I 
am happy to top up the financial 
contribution from my own priority fund. 

There’s no more news yet on The White 
Horse re-opening but I have asked Robert 
Courts MP to meet me to see if we find 
ways to help and support re-opening. He 
has agreed to meet me on 21 June. 
Hopefully, I can report something positive 
from that meeting. 

I also visited the primary school the other 
day to set up a meeting to see if I can help 
in any way. 
Stonesfield has set the bar high for getting 
things done, and other villages look to the 
great work you have done as a community. 

Andy Graham

andy.graham@oxfordshire.gov.uk

From our MP – Robert Courts
Rail improvements  
The Government has announced that 
£68.8m from the Rail Network 
Enhancements Pipeline fund will be 
invested in rail upgrades in and around 
Oxford Station to improve capacity and 
reliability. The funding will enable 
Network Rail to deliver track works and 
level crossing closures, to remove pinch 
points north of Oxford and a new western 
entrance for Oxford station, a new 
platform and a new bridge over Botley 
Road. These improvements are intended as 
an important precursor to the planned 
Cotswold Line upgrades. 

Minster Hedgies 
As part of Volunteer's Week, Robert Courts 
visited Minster Hedgies in Minster 
Lovell. The charity is dedicated to helping 
the UK's native hedgehogs through rescue, 
rehabilitation and release. The team will 
take in sick or injured hedgehogs from the 
local area, rehabilitate them with whatever 
treatments they need and then release 
them back where they were found or in a 
suitable location. They also microchip the 
hedgehogs so they have a map of rescues.  

This local charity welcomes new volunteers 
and donations; further information is on 
www.minsterhedgies.co.uk/. 

Robert Courts MP (0207 219 5638)
robert.courts.mp@parliament.uk
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Cake and plant sale school 
fundraiser
Following another tumultuous period of 
lockdowns and home-schooling, the 
academic year at Stonesfield Primary 
School is coming to an end. In any other 
non-COVID year the Year Six pupils would 
have enjoyed a residential trip away, 
numerous field trips, and a special event to 
mark their graduation. 

Sadly, the unpredictability of the rules and 
regulation changes throughout the year 
made planning and executing the students’ 
special events impossible.  

Happily, the Year Six teacher Mrs Merritt 
came up with the wonderful idea to 
celebrate with a mini festival at the school. 
This will involve a sleepover at school, DJ, 
axe-throwing(!), mocktail tent, bouncy 
slide, festival wrist bands, wood-fired 
pizza, campfire and a high tea. 

In order to fundraise for this event, we 
decided to throw a cake and plant sale and 

we couldn’t have been more pleased with 
the results. So many from the village and 
surrounds came out to support the event, 
both in donations, volunteering and buying 
the wares.  

As my family is fairly new to the village, it 
felt lovely to get involved in a village event, 
and the atmosphere was wonderful, 
especially after the dark days of winter, and 
the seemingly endless cold and rain of 
spring. Big thanks go out to Stonesfield 
Horticultural Services, Bunkers Hill 
Nursery, Stonesfield Gardening Club, the 
allotmenteers and all those who helped 
make it such a special morning. We 
managed to raise just under £500, which is 
an incredible feat and will go a long way in 
helping the kids celebrate the end of their 
primary school era.  

Melissa Stuart

Stonesfield Pre School 
As you all receive your new copy of the 
Stonesfield Slate, Stonesfield Pre School 
will be heading towards the end of another 
School year. Where has it gone? We have 
had a great time as always; plenty of fun 
learning and exciting activities. We have 
also welcomed new children and their 
families and new staff members.  

This year there have been many changes 
and restrictions but we are so proud of the 
way our children and their families have 
coped. So, a big thank you to you all. 

We would also like to thank our 
community which has supported our 
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fundraising events and donated resources, 
and various organisations which have 
kindly given us grants to be able to 
purchase many much-needed items. Our 
new sun canopy is just one and has given 
us much needed shade and even protection 
from the rain showers. And, there is still 
time to join our 100 club and have a little 
flutter! 

We know that in September our numbers 
will be quite low so therefore we have 
plenty of spaces for Pre School, Breakfast 
Club and After School Club. If you would 
like to enquire about any of these sessions, 
please contact our administrator. 

This year we are pleased to be able to run 
our Summer Holiday Club from Mon 26 
July – Friday 6 August. If you are 
interested in full or half days, please 
contact our administrator by 18 July. 

Zena Rozee (898012) 

Stonesfield Pre School Administrator

Stonesfieldpsad@outlook.com 

Stonesfield Primary School 
When Ofsted visited Stonesfield in 
December 2017, maths was an area 
identified for improvement. Since then, 
improving the quality of maths teaching 
has been a key priority and I am delighted 
to say that standards have risen 
considerably. This academic year ends with 
our current cohort of Year 6 pupils 
achieving our aspirational target to be in 
the top 20% of all schools, with 92% 
meeting the expected national standard 
and 33% achieving greater depth. 

The school is committed to Maths Mastery 
– in essence, children acquiring a deep, 
long-term, secure understanding. This is 
done through: 

• Using manipulatives and images to 
develop conceptual understanding; 

• Children acquiring quick recall of 
number facts, including bonds and times 
tables; 

• Having high expectations for all 
children, including expecting all 
children to reason and problem-solve. 

Teamwork and collaboration are skills we 
admire at Stonesfield and over the last few 
months our teachers have been 
collaborating with staff at Wychwood C of 
E Primary School to refine our maths 
teaching further. In small schools, teachers 
have the added challenge of teaching 
mixed age classes with a wide attainment 
range. Collaborating with Wychwood gave 
our staff the opportunity to see maths in 
action at a similar school, to take away 
some new strategies and reaffirm that our 
day-to-day approach is sound and our 
pupils are developing into confident 
mathematicians.  

In other news, on behalf of our staff I 
would like to thank our Parish Council for 
the grant awarded to us for the 
refurbishment of our staff room. Our 
dedicated staff have had such a challenging 
and stressful year – putting themselves at 
risk of infection while the school was 
partially open, adapting to remote 
learning, and working within tight COVID 
guidance. A spruced-up staff room will go a 
long way to boosting their morale and 
wellbeing.  

The Governing Body are still actively 
recruiting a governor with financial 
expertise. If you are interested, or know 
someone who is, please get in touch. 

If you are new to the village or local area 
and looking for primary school places, 
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please get in touch to arrange a tour and 
see our wonderful school for yourself. 

Ben Trevail, Head teacher

head.2353@stonesfield.oxon.sch.uk

National Children's Summer 
Reading Challenge – Wild 
World Heroes
We're back! This year the Challenge is to 
help save the environment of Wilderville, 
and you'll find it at Stonesfield Library, 
next to the Village Hall. 

Come and collect a free pack in which you 
meet the six Wild World Heroes, unfold a 
map of Wilderville, and set out on an 
adventure through six areas, solving 
environmental problems as you go. Choose 
any six books from the Library, and as you 
read them you will win transformation 
stickers (some are smelly!) which solve the 
problems and make Wilderville a better, 
greener space. 

The Challenge, designed for children aged 
four to eleven years, starts on Saturday 10 
July and continues through the holidays to 
11 September. There’s a certificate and 
keyring for everyone who completes the 
Challenge and you will be entered into an 
exciting prize draw. Those under four will 
have a mini-pack with their own special 

card and stickers, and everyone who enters 
will receive a Wild World Heroes medal. 

Look forward to a Celebration in the 
Village Hall in September with 
refreshments, creative activities, and of 
course the presentation of medals. More 
details will be in the August Slate. 

Find out more from the Library, and visit 
summerreadingchallenge.org.uk for the 
fun to carry on at home.  

Val Phillips (891455)

Stonesfield Library
Opening hours: Monday 2 - 4pm; 
Wednesday and Thursday 10am – 12noon. 

Nature Notes: Oak leaves
Blenheim’s High Park was created by 
Henry I in the 12th century as a deer park. 
Around 90% of the woodland is made up of 
oak trees, and it is thought that at least 60 
of these oaks date back to the Middle Ages. 
One of them, aged about 500 years, fell in 
recent strong winds and has been left in 
place as it is a perfect habitat for insects 
and small mammals.  

As it was close to a footpath, prizewinning 
chainsaw artist Matthew Crabb was 
commissioned to make it into a woodland 
bench for walkers surrounded by giant oak 
leaves, while the rest of the tree has been 
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left untouched for the wildlife. The bench 
took about 50 hours to complete. 

The area has been recognised as one of the 
most biodiverse habitats in the UK. More 
than 60 different types of birds including 
goshawks, peregrine falcons, spotted 
flycatchers and redstarts have been 
recorded, along with 19 mammals – stoats, 
field voles, fallow deer, badgers and nine 
different bat species.   

The site is also home to at least 243 
different beetles; over 600 species of moth 
and more than 20 butterfly species have 
also been identified, along with 35 species 
of spiders, mites and ticks, and 161 
different ants, wasps and bees. Reptiles 
and amphibians present include common 
lizards, slow worms, grass snakes, great 
crested newts and toads. 

Brown hares
Many local people have commented that 
they have seen more hares than usual in 
the fields this spring. It has been lovely to 
see them and at times I have counted more 
than a dozen in just one field. 

I'm sure that including the infield hedges 
in the Stewardship schemes, as they are 
only cut one in three years, has helped the 
biodiversity and given the hares extra 
cover in the winter. Certainly when we are 
combining, we see a lot more leverets, 

which is a nice surprise considering the 
number of red kites which are resident 
here. The last count of those was 16 at one 
time. 

The increased abundance of hares is also 
helped by us being more vigilant in respect 
of hare coursers (yes, they still do it). On 
our farm we have blocked a lot of the field 
access with concrete blocks and tree 
trunks, to stop the coursers running their 
vehicles across the crops.  

Ollie Stobo

Meadow Clary on Stonesfield 
Common and in the local area
Meadow Clary (Salvia pratensis) is now in 
flower on Stonesfield Common. The 
distinctive tall purple/blue spikes are 
surrounded by visiting bees and other 
pollinators. Meadow Clary is a rare native 
plant, found in fewer than approximately 
20 UK sites, mainly in Oxfordshire, the 
North and South Downs and the Chilterns. 
It was already regarded as rare in the 19th 
century, when much of the downlands was 
ploughed up.  

It grows on calcareous soils within a wide 
range of habitats including hay meadows, 
pastures, green lanes, road verges, scrub 
and woodland clearings; preferring south, 
southwest or west-facing slopes. Locally, 
you can also find Meadow Clary along the 
Salt Way near Charlbury – an ancient 
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track, so called as it was formerly used for 
transporting salt from salt mines at 
Droitwich, and later as a drover’s road. It is 
now a wide bridleway, part of the 
Wychwood Way, with many points of 
botanical interest. From early times, 
professional drovers brought livestock 
along wide tracks, which carried plenty of 
feed to support the cattle, from Wales and 
the Marches across the Cotswolds and on 
to London.  

On Stonesfield Common, there is a project 
to increase the numbers of Meadow Clary, 
aided by the overall management of the 
Common. Winter cattle grazing maintains 
the open meadow conditions, resulting in 
conditions to support a wide diversity of 
plant species, which in turn support the 
variety of butterflies, other insects, birds, 
reptiles and small mammals. Look closely 
and you may find pyramidal and bee 
orchids, wild basil, lady’s bedstraw, the 
delicate tiny flowers of fairy flax, birds foot 
trefoil, and later on the knapweeds and 
scabious covered in butterflies, and pale 
blue harebells within the sward. 

Please do get in touch if you would like to 
be involved in the Wychwood Flora Group, 
monitoring and looking after rare plants in 
the local area. 

Genny Early, Wychwood Flora Group

Wychwoodfloragroup@gmail.com

Local history: North Leigh 
Roman Villa
A 200-year-old guide discovered in 
Blenheim Palace’s archives has revealed 
the results of the excavation of the Roman 
Villa excavation by Henry Hakewill carried 
out in 1813. It had remained buried for 
almost 1,500 years. Hakewill worked on 
the site for four years and his guide details 

his finds: 60 rooms including three bath 
suites, 16 rooms containing mosaics and 11 
more with under-floor heating. 

Among the most spectacular finds was a 
near-complete mosaic floor, which was 
almost entirely carried away by local 
people within a week of having been dug 
up. The destruction was so complete that 
the detailed drawing of the mosaic in 
Hakewill's guidebook is the only surviving 
evidence. 

Many other historic features, described in 
the guidebook, have been entirely lost in 
the two centuries since the dig took place. 
Dr Alexa Frost, Blenheim’s archivist, said 
that it is likely that the guide is the Duke of 
Marlborough’s original copy, which may 
well have been presented to him by 
Hakewill himself. Matthew Lee, who helps 
to organise North Leigh Roman Villa 
Volunteers, described the guidebook's re-
discovery as tremendously exciting – the 
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guide gives details of colours, patterns on 
walls, floors and ceilings, that were one 
and a half thousand years old when they 
were discovered; many of which have been 
entirely lost in the subsequent 200 years. 

Lockdown has seen further damage occur 
to the site in the present day. Exposed 
stonework, especially in rooms with stone 
piers for underfloor heating, is in a fragile 
state and needs repair. Visitors are being 
urged to respect the barriers and signs 
indicating where it is currently unsafe to 
go, in order to help protect the site for 
generations to come. 

Asthall Manor 
8 miles south west of Stonesfield 
Asthall Manor is a gabled Jacobean manor 
house surrounded by a garden, woodland 
and meadows which overlooks the swans 
and willows of the Windrush Valley. 

In 1086 the estate of approx. 350 acres at 
Asthall belonged to Roger d'Ivri, who died 
in the mid 1090s. His widow Adeline died 
in 1110 leaving a daughter, Adelize, who 
died childless, and the estates passed to the 
Crown.  

In 1163 Asthall Manor was held Reynold of 
St Valery, then by his son Bernard and it 
descended to the latter's son Thomas 
whose lands were seized several times by 

King John for disloyalty. Asthall Manor 
passed in 1219 to Robert of Dreux, eldest 
son of Count Robert II of Dreux. Robert's 
lands were forfeited in 1226 after he 
supported the King of France and, the 
following year, Henry III granted Asthall to 
his brother Richard, 1st Earl of Cornwall.   

There are records of a house on the site 
since 1272 when Richard owned a house on 
the site worth 12 pence. Sir Richard's son 
Sir Edmund held the manor by 1300, when 
it was apparently seized briefly by the king 
after Earl Edmund's widow Margaret 
claimed dower. Sir Edmund Cornwall's 
widow Elizabeth held the manor until 
c1355 then it passed through the family 
including Edmund's brother Sir Brian.   

By 1453 the manor had passed to Sir 
Humphrey Blount of Kinlet and his son Sir 
Thomas sold the manor in 1494 to Sir 
Richard Haddon, later Mayor of London. 
He was succeeded by his widow Dame 
Katherine and grandson Thomas, who in 
1562, sold Asthall Manor to John Andrews. 
John’s heirs sold the manor in 1609 to 
John Lenthall who sold it 3 years later to 
Rice Jones. 

Jones built a new house, which forms the 
current manor, on the site of the mediaeval 
hall. He left it to his son, also called Rice, 
and it seems to have been improved in the 
mid 1600s for Rice Jones the younger or 
his son Henry. In 1662 it was taxed on 14 
hearths which suggests that the house had 
by then achieved its current size.  

Henry died in 1673 leaving a daughter, 
Frances, who married Richard Lumley, 
Lord Lumley and Earl of Scarbrough. In 
1688 they sold the manor to Sir Edmund 
Fettiplace of Swinbrook.  It stayed in 
branches of the same family for the next 
130 years when it was sold to John 
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Freeman-Mitford, 1st Baron Redesdale in 
1810.  

Freeman-Mitfords made many alterations 
to the house including the installation in 
1899 of an electric power system powered 
by a water turbine fed by the River 
Windrush. During the First World War it 
was used as a convalescent home for 
wounded soldiers. The architect Charles 
Bateman altered and enlarged the house in 
1916. 

The infamous Mitford sisters moved into 
the Cotswold manor house in 1919 when 
their father, the 2nd Baron Redesdale, 
bought the house to reunite it with the 
estate, which he had inherited from his 
own father in 1916. In 1920 a former barn 
was converted to a ballroom and joined to 
the main house by a cloister.  

Nancy Mitford's childhood at Asthall was 
her inspiration for ‘Love in a Cold Climate’ 
and she immortalised it as Alconleigh in 
‘The Pursuit of Love’. The latter is a recent 
BBC1 three-part adaptation starring Lily 
James and Emily Beecham.  

In 1926 the house was sold to Thomas 
Hardcastle and on his death his son, 
Anthony Bruce Hardcastle, became 
principal beneficiary but never claimed the 
lordship. In 1997 the house was sold 
separately to the current owner, Rosie 
Pearson, who enlisted the help of Julian 

and Isabel Bannerman with the garden’s 
design. 

Julian and Isabel have been designing 
gardens and garden buildings together 
since 1983. They are possibly best known 
for their work for Prince Charles at 
Highgrove House. The garden at Asthall 
Manor has featured in several books and 
magazine articles.  

The garden is open once or twice most 
years for the National Garden Scheme, and 
occasionally for other events. The main 
opportunity to visit is during the acclaimed 
‘On Form’ exhibition of sculpture in stone. 
www.onformsculpture.co.uk. The first 
biennial ‘On Form’ exhibition took place in 
the summer of 2002 using the grounds and 
a few of the manor’s interiors as a 
backdrop. Covid prevented the 2020 
exhibition, but it was held in May 2021.   

Paul Bates
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Stonesfield Scout Duck Race 
postponed
It is with a heavy heart that we have 
decided to postpone the Duck Race. We 
hope to run it in September, so we won't be 
gone for long!  

Why? We were allowed to hold outdoor 
events, but we would have had to keep 
family groups separated down by the river 
and, while we have a lot of faith in our 
ability to lead Beavers, Cubs and Scouts, 
trying to manage whole families seemed a 
challenge, and a risk too far.  

The event is a great one, and one that 
encourages the village to chat, meet and 
mix in a small field – and to do that now 
seems unwise. Please keep thinking about 
the Scout group, and we look forward to 
the last few weeks of this term. Keep safe!  

The Executive Committee

Stonesfield Scouts

Stonesfield Sports and Social 
Club
Just a reminder that on Sunday 4 July is 
the club’s AGM, starting at 7.00 pm. All are 
welcome. 

Brian Clarke (891770)

Stonesfield SSC

Stonesfield Gardening Club
As we go to press, restrictions on numbers 
meeting outdoors have not been lifted as 
we had hoped, but the members’ Village 
Walk in June went ahead within the 
guidelines. 

The July meeting has been moved on by a 
week, so will now take place on Monday 19, 
with Ruth Madder from Bridewell Garden 
coming to talk to us about the garden and 
the important work they do there. 

Looking round the village, I think many 
people took part in No Mow May as there 
seem to be a proliferation of wildflowers. 

Certainly in our garden the results are 
stunning and the lawn now takes half the 
time to cut – surely a good result! 

Diane Bates,  Secretary

diane@bateshome.co.uk

www.stonesfieldgardening.info
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Church of England Worship at 
St James the Great, 
Stonesfield
(Benefice of Stonesfield with 
Combe Longa) 
www.stonesfieldparishchurch.org 
Rector: Rev Ralph Williamson, 
rector@scbenefice.org, 01993 891872 

Churchwardens: Lindsey Sellar and 
Rachel Severn 
stonesfield@stonesfieldparishchurch.org 

For any enquiries or help, including 
pastoral support, please do contact us.  

From the Rector 
The annual Gift Day for the Parish Church 
will be held on Saturday 3rd July. I feel 
slightly embarrassed to be writing to you 
about money so soon after arriving here. 
But putting those feelings aside, I am also 
glad to be able to commend to you the 
support of the parish church, because it is 
an institution which lies at the very heart of 
Stonesfield’s life. I sincerely hope that you 
have benefitted in some way from the 
presence of the village church in the past, 
and pray that you will know its care in the 
future. The Church of England’s 
commitment to the parish system means 
that St James the Great, Stonesfield, exists 
to care about all the people of the village, 
including those who may never come to 
worship. Our commitment (sometimes 
lived out inadequately of course) is to the 
life of the whole community, including its 
other institutions, churches and groups, as 
well as to individuals who may or may not 

worship here. Important aspects of village 
life can easily disappear – many villages 
today lack a school, shop or bus route. But 
the presence of the village church, 
supported by a core of parishioners and a 
wider circle of supporters, helps to knit the 
community together in mutual support and 
respect. In Stonesfield we are very 
fortunate to have a church in which we can 
worship, the St James’ Centre which is 
available to the wider community at low 
cost, and the dedication and work of many 
people connected to the church who are 
involved in all kinds of village and 
community activities.  

The cost of the church, its activity, its 
repair, its Rector, its worship – almost 
everything we do – is paid for by voluntary 
donations, regular or one-off. We receive 
no funding from the wider church, nor 
from government, nor from anyone else, 
and must raise what we need ourselves. In 
the year ahead that cost will be over 
£1,000 every week. Part of this is paid to 
the Diocese towards the shared funding of 
clergy pay, housing and pensions, together 
with essential central support services. The 
rest is running costs – maintenance, 
electricity and insurance, and the cost of 
our activities. We would like to do more, of 
course. 

Jesus said, ‘I have come that you may 
have life, and have it abundantly’, and we 
are very grateful to all who give so 
generously to support the life of the 
church, and through it, the abundant life of 
the village too.  
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The church is a special place for so many. 
It is a place to meet with others to worship 
God, a place for prayer and quiet, and a 
place to ask for God’s blessing on special 
life and family events, such as baptisms, 
weddings and funerals. For others, the 
upkeep of the magnificent 13th-century 
building, and the living history it 
represents, is of paramount importance. 

Our Gift Day provides everyone for whom 
the church is special, in whatever way, with 
an opportunity to show their support, and 
money we hope it will raise will make up a 
vital part of our income. Many people have 
suffered financially through the lockdowns 
of the last year. But some others of us, 
having had less opportunity to go away or 
go out, are not badly off, and a gift to the 
church can be a way of giving thanks for 
what we hold dear, or for our health, or an 
act of faith in the future of the church and 
the village it serves. All your gifts will be 
welcome – whether £1 or £1m! 

You are warmly invited to bring your gift, 
large or small, to the church on 3 July, 
between 9.30am and 12.30pm. When you 
come, please stay for a cup of coffee or tea. 
A copy of our accounts will also be 
available, along with information about 
leaving a gift to the church in your will, and 
I will do my best to answer your questions. 
Gift Aid forms will be available to enable 
you to enhance your gift by 25% if you are 
a taxpayer. Donations can be made in cash, 
by cheque (made payable to ‘Stonesfield 
PCC’) or bank transfer (bank details 
available at the church on 3 July or on our 
website www.stonesfieldparishchurch.org). 
If you are unable to come on 3 July, but 
would like to contribute, you can also drop 
your gift in to the Rectory in Brook Lane. 

Rev Ralph Williamson - on behalf of the 
Parochial Church Council

July Services 
Sunday 4 July [Trinity 5] 
8am Stonesfield Holy Communion.             
                         [BCP/said] 
9.30am Combe All Age Worship 
11am Stonesfield All Age Worship 

Sunday 11 July [Trinity 6] 
8am Stonesfield Holy Communion     
  [BCP/said] 
9.30am Combe Parish Communion    
  [said] 
11am Stonesfield Parish Communion 
6pm Combe Evensong 

Sunday 18 July [Trinity 7] 
8am Stonesfield Holy Communion   
  [BCP/said] 
9.30am Combe Parish Communion  
11am Stonesfield Parish Communion  

Sunday 25 July [Trinity 8]  
St James the Great Patronal Festival 
8am Stonesfield Holy Communion   
  [BCP/said] 
9.30am  Combe Parish Communion  
11am Stonesfield Parish Communion  

Wednesdays 
9.30am Stonesfield Holy Communion  
  (every week) 
11am Combe Morning Prayer  
  (7th and 21st July) 
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Stonesfield Methodist Church
Services for July 
4 July 10.30am The Reverend Jason  
   Cooke: Service at  
   High St Methodist  
   Church, Witney 
11 July 11am Mr David Sarbutts 
18 July 11am Mr Keith Crawford 
25 July 11am The Reverend  
  Richard Donoghue 
The Church Minister, The Reverend Rose 
Westwood, can be contacted on 01608 
644556. The West Oxfordshire Methodist 
Circuit website has details of Church 
Services around the Circuit. All are very 
welcome. 

Kathleen Albért (891733) 

Roman Catholic Worship
The Trinity 
Back in May we celebrated what used to be 
called Whitsun – Whit Sunday, a 
traditional festival marking the seventh 
Sunday after Easter (50 days after Easter – 
Pentecost), which commemorates the 
descent of the Holy Spirit upon Christ's 
disciples.  

Pentecost signals the beginning of the 
Apostles’ continuing mission, still with us 
today. That mission draws on the power of 
the Holy Spirit, the third person of the 
Trinity, with its universal strength and 
authority of its Gospel message. 

The Holy Trinity (Latin: Trinitas, lit. 'triad', 
from Latin: trinus ‘threefold’) is the central 
mystery of Christianity, in which One God 
exists in the form of three co-eternal and 
consubstantial (the same substance or 
essence) persons: the Father, the Son 
(Jesus Christ), and the Holy Spirit. That 

means that the attributes of God are not 
distributed among the Three Persons. The 
knowledge of God is an attribute of all 
Three Persons; it is not confined to the 
Son. The love of God is an attribute of all 
Three Persons; it is not confined to the 
Spirit. Of the Three Persons, the Father 
and the Son are the most easily recognised 
and understood. The purpose of the Holy 
Spirit is more elusive, but is made more 
obvious to us at Pentecost with the 
granting of a universal understanding of 
Christ’s mission (the ‘gift of tongues’). 

John tells us ‘The mission of the Holy 
Spirit, sent by the Father in the name of 
the Son (John 14:26) and by the Son ‘from 
the Father’ (John 15:26). reveals that, with 
them, the Spirit is the one and the same 
God’. St. Augustine (the Great) of Hippo 
further explains ‘The Holy Spirit proceeds 
from the Father as the first principle and, 
by the eternal gift of this to the Son, from 
the communion of both the Father and the 
Son’ (De Trinitate 410AD). 

Holy Mass 
Sunday Mass is at 9.15am.  

Please book in advance as places are 
strictly limited. Social distancing is 
maintained and masks must be worn. 

Weekday Mass times 
Monday, Tuesday  9.30am 

Wednesday 7pm         followed by 
exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Thursday 9.30am 

Friday 9.30am   followed by 
exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

There is no need to book – all are welcome 
and social distancing is strictly enforced. 
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Prayers of spiritual communion 
O my divine Jesus, how great is my desire 
to receive your sacred body! Oh, come 
now into my soul, at least, by a spiritual 
communion! O Jesus, my divine Saviour, 
save me. O my God, hiding myself with a 
humble confidence in your dear wounds, I 
give up my soul into your divine hands. 
Oh, receive it into the bosom of your 
mercy. Amen. 

Confession by arrangement with Fr Clive 
Dytor, who can be contacted on chair. 
stteresaschurchcharlbury@ gmail.com. 

Fr Tony Joyce can be contacted 
on: holytrinityrcchippy@gmail.com or 
01608 642703. 

For parish updates, any further 
information and support, go to 
www.stteresaschurch-charlbury.com/, or 
contact Fr Clive Dytor on chair. 
stteresaschurchcharlbury@ gmail.com. 

Roman Catholic Community in Stonesfield 
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Do you want to advertise? 
For boxed ads please email slate-ads@stonesfield.online for full details of 
availability, sizes, requirements and cost.   

Line ads: £2.00 per 30 words.  

Advertisements should be emailed to Slate-ads@stonesfield.online by 10th of the month.  

Line ads can also be delivered by hand to: 
Diane & Paul Bates, Waterloo Barn, Laughton Hill, Stonesfield, OX29 8DY.  

All advertisements must be paid for in advance.
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PAINT TECH 

Mobile automotive re-finishing 

Painted bumpers, alloy wheels, 
paintless dent removal, screen repairs, 

interior trim and seat repairs 

Full body shop facilities 

David Lee 07831 193999 7am–6pm 

Established 1991

RuraScape 
Landscaping & gardens 

- Patios 
- Turfing 
- Fencing 

- Lawns & grassland 
- Hedge management 

- Garden/scrubland clearance 
Tel 01993 898733 or 07811 598958 

Email rurascape@hotmail.com

A C E          Car Repairs and Servicing 

01993 700041 
 

SERVICING, BRAKES, CLUTCHES, AIR CONDITIONING, EXHAUSTS, 

DIAGNOSTICS, MOT’S PREPARED AND ARRANGED 

 
Alan Claridge Engineering is a garage in Witney that has been repairing 
cars for over 30 years. I now live in Stonesfield and will collect your car 
from your house and deliver it back free of charge. I service and repair all 

makes of car so please call me to arrange an appointment.

Dog-walking service  
Do you work long hours and feel that your 

dog is not getting the attention and exercise 
that it needs? I run a dog-walking service 
for Stonesfield and surrounding areas. I 

have public liability insurance for peace of 
mind. Please feel free to call for a quote. 

Katrina 01993 891131 / 07824357690  
katrinamoss1979@icloud.com
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Foot Health Professional
Joanna Attridge 
MCFHP MAFHP

07961 620 292
joannafoothealth@gmail.com
www.joannasfoothealth.co.uk

Foot problems?  
I will visit you in  
the comfort of  
your own home 

 
Based in Combe  
Fully qualified and insured 

 

Do you know of a house we could 
rent for 6 - 12 months? 
We really want to live in Stonesfield or 
Charlbury and need a house to rent nearby, 
while we're looking for our permanent home. 
We need -  2/3 bedrooms - light spacious feel - 
WiFi - off road parking. 
We are 2 retired adults - no pets - no parties! 

Niki Holland 
07713 654209 niki@hernshaw.eu 

Roger Bacon 
07730 202511 roger_bacon@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Advertise here  
for £5 per month 

Please email for full details of 
availability, sizes, requirements      

and cost.  
Deadline for new adverts is 10th of 

each month. 
slate-ads@stonesfield.online 
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VEHICLE TECH 
Mobile mechanic servicing, repairs, diagnostics 

& MOTs prepared and arranged 
for all makes & models 

Friendly & reliable service at competitive rates,  
19 years experience & based in Stonesfield 

Call Rob on 01608 646100 or 07791 755771 
Email: vehicletech3@gmail.com

 
 
 
 
 
 

Plumbing & Heating 
Domestic & Commercial 

Gas Specialist 
 

John Harvey 
07515 284286 
jh.plumbing@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 

Acupuncture for stress reduction, 
pain relief, arthritis, migraine, fatigue, 

hormone imbalance, and more.
$SSRLQWPHQWV�DYDLODEOH�DW�P\�6WRQHV¿HOG�

clinic or in your own home. 
7R�¿QG�RXW�PRUH�RU�DUUDQJH�DQ�LQLWLDO�

consultation please contact me on 01993 
898102 / 07791 278618 

PDHYH#PDHYHRGRQQHOODFXSXQFWXUH�FR�XN
or visit 

ZZZ�PDHYHRGRQQHOODFXSXQFWXUH�FR�XN
�������#�PDHYHRGRQQHOODFXSXQFWXUH

!"#$%&'()*")$
Member of the  

Chartered Institute of Building 
!

General property  
maintenance and  
high quality DIY 

 
General repairs 

All carpentry - Decorating 
Minor plumbing 

 
Prompt, reliable and 
recommended service 

No job too small 
 

Tel: 07876-275300 
robatkinson.ajdw@gmail.com 
 

“A job done well” 

!

 
 
 
 
 

ROOFIX 
All aspects of roof work undertaken  

Slates • Tiles • Flat roofs 
Chimneys • Valleys • Leadwork 

Moss clearance 
UPVC!fascias • Soffits • Gutters 

Advice and estimates free 

Freephone 
0800 955 5063 

Mobile 
07817 792194
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WILLS ~ PROBATE ~ POWERS OF ATTORNEY 

INHERITANCE TAX PLANNING 

Tel. 01993 811 792 
Email info@woodstocklaw.co.uk    

Woodstock Solicitors - 1st Floor - 32 New Road - Woodstock - OX20 1PB�

 
 
 

Suriya Express 
& Post Office 

1 Pendle Court, Pond Hill, Stonesfield 
Tel/Fax 01993 898379 

Bread & Pastries 
Fine range of Groceries 

Fruit & Vegetables 
Beers, Wines & Spirits 

New range of Organic Products 
Dry Cleaning 

Opening hours: 
Monday to Friday 7am–8pm 

Saturday and Sunday 8am–8pm* 
Bank Holidays 8am–8pm* 

*P.O. closed on Sundays & on Bank Holidays

Slate SEP 19.qxp_SLATE MASTER v3.3  22/08/2019  08:04  Page 25

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      

Call: 07766 252548 or 01993 222444 
Email: quotes@oxelec.co.uk 

Web: www.OxElec.co.uk 

Test & Inspections ● Landlord Certificates 
Full & Partial Rewires ● New Builds & Extensions 

Fault Finding ● Security Lighting 
New Consumer Units ● Additions & Alterations 
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Hedges Decorating and Property Maintenance 
‘No job too small’ 
Daniel Hedges 

Painting and Decorating 
Garden and Property Maintenance 

Fencing and Repairs 
Demolition and Removal 

Small Carpentry Work 
Mobile: 07957 437347 

Email: Danielhedges98@gmail.com

Sewing & Altera!ons 
 . . . to make that garment fit you! 

Fi!ngs, hem levels, and a varied range of 
altera"on and sewing work carried out. 

Dresses, Skirts, Tops, Shirts, Jackets, 
Trousers, Curtains, Cushions and beyond! 

Louise Evere"#Brown 
lou.smiley1@b"nternet.com 

01993 813873

FoSL: Friends of Stones!ield Library Open to anyone who wants to help keep our village library open. We have been providing voluntary cover for half of the existing  library hours (about 6 hours a week) since the library service was cut back. For further details, or to join us, please contact Tony Scott on 01993 891380, tonyandrachel.scott@virgin.net

 
 
 
 
 

Good Gourmet 
 

Upcoming events at our pop-up restaurant 

6 Sept 3-course Bistro – £30 
11 Sept Mid-Week Simple Supper – £20 

27 Sept 3-course Bistro North Africa – £30 
23 Oct Mid -Week Simple Supper – £20 

2 Nov 3-course Bistro – £30 

BYO 

See our website calendar for menus and  
details of our new Midweek suppers 

Visit www.goodgourmet.co.uk to see menus 
and make a booking or call 01993 898614

GOURMET
ood

bistro - style - catering

Salon Privé Classic 
& Supercar

8th September

Maurizio Cattelan 
at Blenheim Palace

12th September - 27th October

SsangYong 
Blenheim Palace Horse Trials

19th - 22nd September

!is September visit...

blenheimpalace.com
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TEL    01993 883880 
MOB  07795 957988

• Extra lights, sockets

• Replacement fuseboxes fitted

• Full or part rewire, extensions 

• Landlord & homebuyers inspections

• Friendly, local and reliable

• Quick response, free quotes & fully insured

TEL    01993 883880 
MOB  07795 957988

www.andrewboothelectrician.co.uk

• Extra lights, sockets

• Replacement fuseboxes fitted

• Full or part rewire, extensions & loft conversions

• Landlord & homebuyers inspections

• Friendly, local and reliable

• Quick response, free quotes & fully insured

www.andrewboothelectrician.co.uk
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Jacqu 
 

jacquel 

 

 
 

Virtual Office Guardian
Business Support Services

All office, organisational and 
paperwork functions untertaken 

 
jacquelinecarthew@gmail.com 

Plumbing, Heating, Bathroom 
Refurbishments/Installations, Tiling 

01993 252643 or 07515 284286 
jh.plumbing@hotmail.co.uk

Tel: 01993 891381     
Mob: 07971018279 

Email: info@tvtreecare.co.uk
www.tvtreecare.co.uk

THAMES VALLEY 
TREE CARE  LTD

A Stonesfield based company  
providing a professional and reliable 
service in all aspects of tree surgery 

and hedge management

FREE no obligation quote

 
PET 

SITTING 
 

Do you go on holiday and worry about your pets?  
I am a pet lover and I am offering to look after 

your animals (feeding, playing, etc.) after school/ 
weekends/school holidays. I also ride ponies, 

water plants and can supply a reference from my 
cat sitting job. Rates negotiable. 

Please call 01993 898620 and ask for Tara Taylor.

  

   
 

 

͙�the perfect 
Cotswold 
hideaway 
 

Located in the beautiful village of Ramsden 

Ideal holiday home for when family or friends 
come visiting 

Sleeps 4 with parking  
Cot and highchair available 

For more details and how to book:  
07305 816115 
info@gablecottagecotswolds.co.uk 
www.gablecottagecotswolds.co.uk 

!

!

!

!

!

!!!!!"#$%#&'()*+,--.'/0).'
'''123&345'3&'1607(/879':&*';<=>?9'

!
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  Book now for a virtual showroom appointment! 
  

 
 

 S  V  C   H    
 

C  S   M    F  
 
     

WINDOW DESIGN 
 

 BLINDS AND CURTAINS 
 

. .  

              
01993 870606 
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 M J Fyson BA BA VetMB MRCVS                                                                                                                       
Wroslyn Road                                           
Freeland 
Nr. Witney 
Oxon OX29 8AQ 
E-Mail:coachhousevet@outlook.com 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We are a traditional independent small animal 

        Veterinary Clinic 
 

x Opening hours: Mon-Fri 08:00-18:30 and Sat 09:00-12:00 
x Consultations by appointment only: - 

      Mon-Thurs 09.00-10.30 and 16.30-18.00 
      Fri-Sat 09:00-10:30 

x Friendly personal service for dogs, cats and small furries 
x Stockists of Symply and Canagan pet foods 
x New clients always welcome  
x Follow us on Facebook: Coach House Veterinary Clinic 

 

01993 880551 
www.coachhousevetsclinic.co.uk 

 
 

Stan Johnston Painter and 
Decorator 

With over 35 years experience in the 
trade. 

 sjohnstonpaint@outlook.com 

07968 865251 or 01993 898730 
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Broadband and Wireless.  Installation and Training. 
Problem solving.   Jargon-free advice.    Upgrades.    

Digital Photos.    Virus Protection and Removal. 

 

 
Call or email me, Len Kehoe 
 

- Computer Science graduate 
with over 30 years experience 

phone:  01993 810125 

mobile:  07944 877437 

email:     thepcbuddy@gmail.com 

web:       www.thepcbuddy.co.uk 

Andrew A. Adams FCCA 
Chartered Certified Accountant 

Quality personal service for your  
Accounting, Taxation and Business needs 

Competitive fees agreed in advance 
Free initial meeting 

Telephone: 07790 854574 
01993 891280 

Email: aaadams@TalkTalk.net

!"#$%&'()*")$
Member of the  

Chartered Institute of Building 
!

General property  
maintenance and  
high quality DIY 

 
General repairs 

All carpentry - Decorating 
Minor plumbing 

 
Prompt, reliable and 
recommended service 

No job too small 
 

Tel: 07876-275300 
robatkinson.ajdw@gmail.com 
 

“A job done well” 

!

Roberts Garden Machinery Ltd 
·Professional servicing and repairs of 

most makes of garden machinery 

·New & second-hand machinery supplied 

·Collection & delivery by arrangement 

18 years’ experience with LAWNMOWER SALES & SERVICE 

Open 8–5 Monday–Friday, 8–12 Saturday 

Unit H5, New Yatt Business Centre, New Yatt, OX29 6TJ 

Tel: 01993 881320 or email: robert.milloini@ btinternet.com
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Please note new shop hours now open 10am -3pm* 
All picture framing by appointment only. 

 

*Closed Tuesdays & Sundays 

Cotswold Frames ~ Market St ~ Charlbury ~ OX7 3PL  
01608 811805 

www.cotswoldframes.co.uk 
info@cotswoldframes.co.uk 

New Miss Molly products in stock 
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Fixed priced repairs to 

include electrical  
safety test 

 

Electric cooker 
connections both 

freestanding 
and built-in 

 

BS7671 accredited 
 

Full public liability cover 
 

Same day, evening & 
weekend appointments 

normally available 

 
Domestic  

Appliance Repairs 
 
WASHING MACHINES 

REFRIGERATION 
ELECTRIC COOKERS 

TUMBLE DRYERS 
DISHWASHERS 

 
Professional 

Descaler Available 

 
Call Andrew 

01993 
891339 

 
or  

Mobile 
07989 945971 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WITNEY WELDING 
 

Architectural, Construction, 
Agricultural and Equestrian 
Steel Fabricating Services 

 
We can also provide a full welding 

service in Steel, Stainless Steel, 
Aluminium and Titanium, including 

repairs to Steel, Aluminium 
and Iron castings 

 
For a free no obligation quote, 

contact Peter on: 

Tel: 01993 891198 
Mobile: 07751 678412 

Email: Witneywelding@hotmail.com 

Unit A, Farley Lane, Stonesfield, 
Oxfordshire, OX29 8HB

PELLMANS 
Solicitors 

• Business, Agricultural and Employment 
Law 
Contracts, Legal Compliance & Disputes 

• Property 
Buying & Selling Homes, Commercial 
& Agricultural 

• Wills, Probate and Trusts 
Tax Planning, Las!ng Powers of A"orney 
& Elderly Client Advice 

01865 884400 
www.pellmans.co.uk 

1 Abbey Street, Eynsham, Oxford OX29 4TB 

Home visits and evening appointments available
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D. J.  R.  MILES 
BATHROOM, PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEERS LTD 

(Company number 4633496) 

Winner of the:  
Worcester Bosch environment 2007 installer of the year for sustainable heating and hot water systems 

• WAI Worcester Bosch accredited installer 
• Gas safe register engineer: registration: 37123 

• Oftec oil fired engineer: registration: C4970/101/105e/600a 
• Unvented hot water registered engineer 

• Greenskies solar panel registered engineer 
• Ground Source heat pump engineer 

• Air to water source heat pump engineer 
• Green Source air to air engineer 

• Underfloor heating engineer 
• 6084 city and guilds energy efficient domestic heating registered engineer 

• Part P electrical engineer 
• All types of central heating services, new energy efficient installations and design service 

• All types of bathroom installations and design service 

Address: Polperro, The Ridings, Stonesfield, Witney, Oxon OX29 8EA 
Telephone: 01993 891904/01993 891314   Mobile: 07860 142230 

www.plumbingandheating4oxfordshire.co.uk 
E-mail djrmbpheltd@yahoo.co.uk   www.worcester-bosch.co.uk

A. L. SOLE & SON 
Funeral Directors 

Bidston Close, Over Norton, 
Chipping Norton, ox7 5pp 

A professionally qualified 
Funeral Director providing 

a dignified and personal 
service at any hour. 

Private Chapels of Rest 
in a peaceful garden setting. 

 
Tel. 01608 644112

m i k e
c h a m b e r s
p a i n t i n g � ¥ � d e c o r a t i n g
& � g e n e r a l � p r o p e r t y

m a i n t e n a n c e

i n t e r i o r � & � e x t e r i o r
l a m i n a t e � f l o o r i n g  

b o x i n g � i n  ¥  t a p s � r e p l a c e d
 s m a l l  a r e a  t i l i n g

y o u r � D I Y � d o n e � f o r � y o u
 

0  7  9 7  3   6 2 4 7 9 7
ema i l :m i k e@m i c h a e l - c h amb e r s . c o . u k

www .m i c h a e l - c h amb e r s . c o . u k
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Bespoke, handmade curtains,
blinds and soft furnishings

Friendly and professional 
service 

Free, no obligation 
consultations 

Tel. 07880 880314 

info@kingfishersoftfurnishings.co.uk 

www.kingfishersoftfurnishings.co.uk

SC
Salon Copenhagen

3 Pendle Court, Pond Hill, Stonesfield, Oxon, OX29 8PZ
Telephone 01993 891101

Unisex hairdressing salon for ladies, gentlemen and children.
All aspects of hairdressing undertaken by our professionally

trained stylists, Sally and Donna. 
We also offer earpiercing and our nail bar is open for OPI

manicures, pedicures and Gelish Polish.
Find us on Facebook. Open Tuesday to Saturday.

Salon Copenhagen
is now offering beauty treatments 

Eyebrow Shaping 
Eyelash and Eyebrow Tinting

Facial Threading 
Facial Waxing
LVL Lash Lift

Manicures and Pedicures using OPI
Polish or Shellac

Quick Dip Manicures
Make Up Application 

Coming Soon . . .
Massages

Facials using Dermalogica 
Body Waxing 

Sienna X Spray Tanning 
Please call 07810 301087 to book
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SC
Salon Copenhagen 

3 Pendle Court, Pond Hill, Stonesfield, Oxon, OX29 8PZ 
Tel. 01993 891101 

Unisex hairdressing salon for ladies, gentlemen and children. 

Challenge 
the Winter Greys!

Friendly Art 
and Drawing Classes in: 

Stonesfield, St James’ Centre, 
Mondays, from 6 Jan, 1.30 to 4 pm 

Finstock, Village Hall, 
Tuesdays, from 7 Jan, 2 to 4.30 pm 

Combe, Reading Room, 
Fridays, from 10 Jan,
10 am to 12.30 pm

Cost for 6 weeks is £95

To find out more,
please contact Gabriele 

at gabrielekern31@gmail com

$OO�DVSHFWV�RI�KDLUGUHVVLQJ�XQGHUWDNHQ�E\�RXU�SURIHVVLRQDOO\�
WUDLQHG�VW\OLVWV�
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2SHQ�7XHVGD\�WR�6DWXUGD\�
)LQG�XV�RQ�)DFHERRN��
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Fixed priced repairs to 

include electrical  
safety test 

 

Electric cooker 
connections both 

freestanding 
and built-in 

 

BS7671 accredited 
 

Full public liability cover 
 

Same day, evening & 
weekend appointments 

normally available 

 
Domestic  

Appliance Repairs 
 
WASHING MACHINES 

REFRIGERATION 
ELECTRIC COOKERS 

TUMBLE DRYERS 
DISHWASHERS 

 
Professional 

Descaler Available 

 
Call Andrew 

01993 
891339 

 
or  

Mobile 
07989 945971 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WITNEY WELDING 
 

Architectural, Construction, 
Agricultural and Equestrian 
Steel Fabricating Services 

 
We can also provide a full welding 

service in Steel, Stainless Steel, 
Aluminium and Titanium, including 

repairs to Steel, Aluminium 
and Iron castings 

 
For a free no obligation quote, 

contact Peter on: 

Tel: 01993 891198 
Mobile: 07751 678412 

Email: Witneywelding@hotmail.com 

Unit A, Farley Lane, Stonesfield, 
Oxfordshire, OX29 8HB

PELLMANS 
Solicitors 

• Business, Agricultural and Employment 
Law 
Contracts, Legal Compliance & Disputes 

• Property 
Buying & Selling Homes, Commercial 
& Agricultural 

• Wills, Probate and Trusts 
Tax Planning, Las!ng Powers of A"orney 
& Elderly Client Advice 

01865 884400 
www.pellmans.co.uk 

1 Abbey Street, Eynsham, Oxford OX29 4TB 

Home visits and evening appointments available
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GEOFF BOOTH 
Landscaping · Paving · Walling 
Driveways · Fencing · Treework 

Building maintenance 
Hardwood logs delivered 

Free quotations 
Tel: 01993 891945 

Mob: 07710 628248 
Email: geoffboothlandscaping@hotmail.com

Tel: 0845 458 2980 
Mobile: 07976 261850 

Email: info@townandcountrytrees.co.uk
www.townandcountrytrees.co.uk

A tree surgery company with 
the integrity you can trust.

MICHAEL PRICE & SON 
PLASTERING 

For all your internal plastering 
tel 07710 170049 or 01608 811642 

mickeyprice525@gmail.com 

58 Ticknell Piece Road,  
Charlbury, Oxon, OX7 3TW
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Broadband and Wireless.  Installation and Training. 
Problem solving.   Jargon-free advice.    Upgrades.    

Digital Photos.    Virus Protection and Removal. 

 

 
Call or email me, Len Kehoe 
 

- Computer Science graduate 
with over 30 years experience 

phone:  01993 810125 

mobile:  07944 877437 

email:     thepcbuddy@gmail.com 

web:       www.thepcbuddy.co.uk 

Andrew A. Adams FCCA 
Chartered Certified Accountant 

Quality personal service for your  
Accounting, Taxation and Business needs 

Competitive fees agreed in advance 
Free initial meeting 

Telephone: 07790 854574 
01993 891280 

Email: aaadams@TalkTalk.net

!"#$%&'()*")$
Member of the  

Chartered Institute of Building 
!

General property  
maintenance and  
high quality DIY 

 
General repairs 

All carpentry - Decorating 
Minor plumbing 

 
Prompt, reliable and 
recommended service 

No job too small 
 

Tel: 07876-275300 
robatkinson.ajdw@gmail.com 
 

“A job done well” 

!

Roberts Garden Machinery Ltd 
·Professional servicing and repairs of 

most makes of garden machinery 

·New & second-hand machinery supplied 

·Collection & delivery by arrangement 

18 years’ experience with LAWNMOWER SALES & SERVICE 

Open 8–5 Monday–Friday, 8–12 Saturday 

Unit H5, New Yatt Business Centre, New Yatt, OX29 6TJ 

Tel: 01993 881320 or email: robert.milloini@ btinternet.com
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Piano Lessons . Experienced 
teacher.    Any age or ability.  
Classical or Jazz grades or find 
simple ways to explore & play the 
tunes you love. Currently teaching 
on Zoom. 

Contact: Claire  Tel: 01993 898027�����
Mobile: 07533 806087 
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Broadband and Wireless.  Installation and Training. 
Problem solving.   Jargon-free advice.    Upgrades.    

Digital Photos.    Virus Protection and Removal. 

 

 
Call or email me, Len Kehoe 
 

- Computer Science graduate 
with over 30 years experience 

phone:  01993 810125 

mobile:  07944 877437 

email:     thepcbuddy@gmail.com 

web:       www.thepcbuddy.co.uk 

Andrew A. Adams FCCA 
Chartered Certified Accountant 

Quality personal service for your  
Accounting, Taxation and Business needs 

Competitive fees agreed in advance 
Free initial meeting 

Telephone: 07790 854574 
01993 891280 

Email: aaadams@TalkTalk.net

!"#$%&'()*")$
Member of the  

Chartered Institute of Building 
!

General property  
maintenance and  
high quality DIY 

 
General repairs 

All carpentry - Decorating 
Minor plumbing 

 
Prompt, reliable and 
recommended service 

No job too small 
 

Tel: 07876-275300 
robatkinson.ajdw@gmail.com 
 

“A job done well” 

!

Roberts Garden Machinery Ltd 
·Professional servicing and repairs of 

most makes of garden machinery 

·New & second-hand machinery supplied 

·Collection & delivery by arrangement 

18 years’ experience with LAWNMOWER SALES & SERVICE 

Open 8–5 Monday–Friday, 8–12 Saturday 

Unit H5, New Yatt Business Centre, New Yatt, OX29 6TJ 

Tel: 01993 881320 or email: robert.milloini@ btinternet.com
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07766 743081

• Airports & Stations
• Hospitals & Schools
• Theatres & Restaurants

• Day trips & tours
• Weddings & Proms
• Shopping trips

Our friendly team includes female drivers

WOODSTOCK TAXI SERVICE

www.townhousewoodstock.co.uk
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PAINT TECH 

Mobile automotive re-finishing 

Painted bumpers, alloy wheels, 
paintless dent removal, screen repairs, 

interior trim and seat repairs 

Full body shop facilities 

David Lee 07831 193999 7am–6pm 

Established 1991

RuraScape 
Landscaping & gardens 

- Patios 
- Turfing 
- Fencing 

- Lawns & grassland 
- Hedge management 

- Garden/scrubland clearance 
Tel 01993 898733 or 07811 598958 

Email rurascape@hotmail.com

A C E          Car Repairs and Servicing 

01993 700041 
 

SERVICING, BRAKES, CLUTCHES, AIR CONDITIONING, EXHAUSTS, 

DIAGNOSTICS, MOT’S PREPARED AND ARRANGED 

 
Alan Claridge Engineering is a garage in Witney that has been repairing 
cars for over 30 years. I now live in Stonesfield and will collect your car 
from your house and deliver it back free of charge. I service and repair all 

makes of car so please call me to arrange an appointment.

Dog-walking service  
Do you work long hours and feel that your 

dog is not getting the attention and exercise 
that it needs? I run a dog-walking service 
for Stonesfield and surrounding areas. I 

have public liability insurance for peace of 
mind. Please feel free to call for a quote. 

Katrina 01993 891131 / 07824357690  
katrinamoss1979@icloud.com
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PAINT TECH 

Mobile automotive re-finishing 

Painted bumpers, alloy wheels, 
paintless dent removal, screen repairs, 

interior trim and seat repairs 

Full body shop facilities 
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RuraScape 
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Alan Claridge Engineering is a garage in Witney that has been repairing 
cars for over 30 years. I now live in Stonesfield and will collect your car 
from your house and deliver it back free of charge. I service and repair all 

makes of car so please call me to arrange an appointment.

Dog-walking service  
Do you work long hours and feel that your 

dog is not getting the attention and exercise 
that it needs? I run a dog-walking service 
for Stonesfield and surrounding areas. I 

have public liability insurance for peace of 
mind. Please feel free to call for a quote. 
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m i k e
c h a m b e r s

p a i n t i n g  &  d e c o r a t i n g
i n t e r i o r  &  e x t e r i o r

g e n e r a l
p r o p e r t y  m a i n t e n a n c e

f r i e n d l y  s e r v i c e ,
f u l l y  i n s u r e d

y o u r  D I Y  d o n e  f o r  y o u !
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e m a i l : m i k e @ m i c h a e l - c h a m b e r s . c o .u k
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Tracey Keeling   

Personal Trainer 
The Older Adult Training Specialist 
 
Any age is the right age to exercise. 

(Face to face or on-line) 
 

07977 228756 
www.hardenhealthandfitness.co.uk 
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P. Fletcher 
Painting, Decorating

& Wallpapering 
Forty years’ + experience

Tel. 01993 891207
or mobile 07884 430300

YOUR LOCAL 

STOCKISTS & INSTALLERS OF

GARAGE DOORS 
&

REMOTE OPERATORS

GARAGE DOOR REPAIRS & SPARES

LOCAL RESIDENTS –10% DISCOUNT ON
STOCKED DOORS

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
 01993 778836 / 01865 246444

MANY WORKING DOORS & OPERATORS 
ON DISPLAY AT:

SHOWROOM:
UNIT 24, AVENUE ONE, STATION LANE, 

WITNEY, OXON, OX28 4XZ

!!!"#$%$#&'((%)"(%#

! WIDE RANGE OF FABRICS

! TRACKS AND POLES

! FREE FITTING

COMPLETE SERVICE DIRECT TO YOU AT HOME  

BLINDS AND CURTAINS 
Made  to Measure  Made  to Measure  Made  to Measure  Made  to Measure      

www.windowdesign.co 

PHONE 
01993 870606 
FOR A FREE CONSULTATION
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Jerrams Brothers Funeral Directors 
33 High Street 

Woodstock OX20 1TE 
(01993) 811491 

 
• Private Chapel of Rest 

• 24-hour personal family service 
• Pre-paid funeral plans 

 
As the third generation of a funeral-directing family, Nicholas and 
Benjamin Tonks believe that at the time of bereavement, compassion 

and the families’ wishes are paramount. In partnership with the Church 
and community we endeavour to give the bereaved as much care and 

support as possible.

Painting, Decorating & 
Tiling With Care 

* 
Local & Reliable Tradesman 

House & Home Services 
* 

INTERIOR DECORATING 
TILING – ALL TYPES 

HOME MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 
PERIOD PROPERTY EXPERIENCE 

FULLY INSURED 
* 

Richard Buck 
Elbie House East End 
Tel: 01993 880166 
Mob: 07791 046583

   
 
 

STEPHEN J. WILEY 
ELECTRICIAN 

Additions · Alterations · Rewiring 
Surveys · Security Lighting 

Cookers · Showers 
Telephone Points 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Tel (01993) 882778/881409 
90 Main Road, Long Hanborough, Witney, OX29 8JY 

Stephen.Wiley@btconnect.com

 
 
 
 
 

Lighting Your Way Into The Future
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SC
Salon Copenhagen 

3 Pendle Court, Pond Hill, Stonesfield, Oxon, OX29 8PZ. 
Telephone 01993 891101 

 
Unisex hairdressing salon for ladies, gentlemen and children. 
All aspects of hairdressing undertaken by our professionally 

trained stylists, Sally, Cheryl and Donna.  
We also offer earpiercing and our nail bar is open for OPI 

manicures, pedicures and Gelish Polish. 
Find us on Facebook. Open Tuesday to Saturday.
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Bespoke, handmade curtains, 
blinds and soft furnishings 

 
Friendly and professional 

service 
 

Free, no obligation 
consultations 

 
Tel. 07880 880314 

 
info@kingfishersoftfurnishings.co.uk 

 
www.kingfishersoftfurnishings.co.uk 
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D. J.  R.  MILES 
BATHROOM, PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEERS LTD 

(Company number 4633496) 

Winner of the:  
Worcester Bosch environment 2007 installer of the year for sustainable heating and hot water systems 

• WAI Worcester Bosch accredited installer 
• Gas safe register engineer: registration: 37123 

• Oftec oil fired engineer: registration: C4970/101/105e/600a 
• Unvented hot water registered engineer 

• Greenskies solar panel registered engineer 
• Ground Source heat pump engineer 

• Air to water source heat pump engineer 
• Green Source air to air engineer 

• Underfloor heating engineer 
• 6084 city and guilds energy efficient domestic heating registered engineer 

• Part P electrical engineer 
• All types of central heating services, new energy efficient installations and design service 

• All types of bathroom installations and design service 

Address: Polperro, The Ridings, Stonesfield, Witney, Oxon OX29 8EA 
Telephone: 01993 891904/01993 891314   Mobile: 07860 142230 

www.plumbingandheating4oxfordshire.co.uk 
E-mail djrmbpheltd@yahoo.co.uk   www.worcester-bosch.co.uk

A. L. SOLE & SON 
Funeral Directors 

Bidston Close, Over Norton, 
Chipping Norton, ox7 5pp 

A professionally qualified 
Funeral Director providing 

a dignified and personal 
service at any hour. 

Private Chapels of Rest 
in a peaceful garden setting. 

 
Tel. 01608 644112

m i k e
c h a m b e r s
p a i n t i n g � ¥ � d e c o r a t i n g
& � g e n e r a l � p r o p e r t y

m a i n t e n a n c e

i n t e r i o r � & � e x t e r i o r
l a m i n a t e � f l o o r i n g  

b o x i n g � i n  ¥  t a p s � r e p l a c e d
 s m a l l  a r e a  t i l i n g

y o u r � D I Y � d o n e � f o r � y o u
 

0  7  9 7  3   6 2 4 7 9 7
ema i l :m i k e@m i c h a e l - c h amb e r s . c o . u k

www .m i c h a e l - c h amb e r s . c o . u k
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WILLS ~ PROBATE ~ POWERS OF ATTORNEY 

INHERITANCE TAX PLANNING 

Tel. 01993 811 792 
Email info@woodstocklaw.co.uk    

Woodstock Solicitors - 1st Floor - 32 New Road - Woodstock - OX20 1PB�

 
 
 

Suriya Express 
& Post Office 

1 Pendle Court, Pond Hill, Stonesfield 
Tel/Fax 01993 898379 

Bread & Pastries 
Fine range of Groceries 

Fruit & Vegetables 
Beers, Wines & Spirits 

New range of Organic Products 
Dry Cleaning 

Opening hours: 
Monday to Friday 7am–8pm 

Saturday and Sunday 8am–8pm* 
Bank Holidays 8am–8pm* 

*P.O. closed on Sundays & on Bank Holidays
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PAINT TECH 

Mobile automotive re-finishing 

Painted bumpers, alloy wheels, 
paintless dent removal, screen repairs, 

interior trim and seat repairs 

Full body shop facilities 

David Lee 07831 193999 7am–6pm 

Established 1991

RuraScape 
Landscaping & gardens 

- Patios 
- Turfing 
- Fencing 

- Lawns & grassland 
- Hedge management 

- Garden/scrubland clearance 
Tel 01993 898733 or 07811 598958 

Email rurascape@hotmail.com

A C E          Car Repairs and Servicing 

01993 700041 
 

SERVICING, BRAKES, CLUTCHES, AIR CONDITIONING, EXHAUSTS, 

DIAGNOSTICS, MOT’S PREPARED AND ARRANGED 

 
Alan Claridge Engineering is a garage in Witney that has been repairing 
cars for over 30 years. I now live in Stonesfield and will collect your car 
from your house and deliver it back free of charge. I service and repair all 

makes of car so please call me to arrange an appointment.

Dog-walking service  
Do you work long hours and feel that your 

dog is not getting the attention and exercise 
that it needs? I run a dog-walking service 
for Stonesfield and surrounding areas. I 

have public liability insurance for peace of 
mind. Please feel free to call for a quote. 

Katrina 01993 891131 / 07824357690  
katrinamoss1979@icloud.com
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P. Fletcher 
Painting, Decorating 

& Wallpapering 
Forty years’ + experience 

Tel. 01993 891207 
or mobile 07884 430300

 
YOUR LOCAL 

STOCKISTS & INSTALLERS OF

GARAGE DOORS 
&

REMOTE OPERATORS

GARAGE DOOR REPAIRS & SPARES

LOCAL RESIDENTS –10% DISCOUNT ON
STOCKED DOORS

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
 01993 778836 / 01865 246444

MANY WORKING DOORS & OPERATORS 
ON DISPLAY AT:

SHOWROOM:
UNIT 24, AVENUE ONE, STATION LANE, 

WITNEY, OXON, OX28 4XZ

!!!"#$%$#&'((%)"(%#

 

   
! WIDE RANGE OF FABRICS  
 

! TRACKS AND POLES 
 

! FREE FITTING  
 
     

    
 

COMPLETE SERVICE DIRECT TO YOU AT HOME   

 

   BLINDS AND CURTAINS 
 

                            Made  to Measure  Made  to Measure  Made  to Measure  Made  to Measure      
    

www.windowdesign.co 

            PHONE  
01993 870606 
 
 FOR A FREE CONSULTATION 
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Advertisements 

Line ads: £1.50 per 30 words. 
Boxed ads: 1/16 page £2; 1/8 page £4; 
1/4 page £8; 1/2 page £12; whole page £24. 

Copy should be sent to sj@sjhaviland.co.uk 
by 15th of the month or dropped in to 
Jenny Haviland, Peakes House, Peaks Lane, 
Stonesfield, OX29 8PY (tel. 01993 891614).

The Stonesfield Slate is a village amenity 
pro duced and distributed by volunteers. It 
can not be held responsible for any of the 
views ex pressed in its pages nor does it 
endorse any of the products or services 
advertised. The editor and the pub lishers 
reserve the right to edit or shorten any 
article sub mitted for pub lication.

 JEM 

CHIMNEY 
SWEEPING

• NO FUSS• 
•NO MESS • 

• NO PROBLEM • 
Tel: 01865 772996

Enjoyable drawing courses and workshops, 
all levels. Private tuition. 

For more details contact Gabriele at 
gabrielekern31@gmail.com 

or ring 01993 880430

Experienced local Mathematics tutor with BSc 
for students aged 8–14 years old. 

Tailored sessions based on the student’s individual 
needs with a focus on improving low confidence in 

the subject in a friendly way. 
Available on Thursdays after school. 

Sessions will take place in your home. 
From £30 p/h 

Call Jade on 07758 512848 
or email jadecallaghan44@gmail.com
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Family business est. over 40 years. 
Cleaning windows – UVPC fascia 

boards – cladding – frames – gutters. 
Specialized equipment for cleaning 
conservatory roofs & solar panels. 

Fully insured. 
For a professional and reliable service 

ring 01993 882727 or 07974 991269.

KINGS CLEANING SERVICES

A. K. P. DIXON 
Home & Garden Maintenance 

& General Handyman 
For all those jobs you need doing 
inside & outside – I’m your man! 

Call Ade on 01993 813873  
or 07825 631111 

or email handymanade@btinternet.com

Bed and Breakfast 
at Combe 

For details 
please view 

www.greenclose.net 
 or call 01993 891223

 
 

Stonesfield Based, Family Run Firm 
 

All types of electrical work undertaken, no job too big or small 
We are fully insured & NICEIC approved electrical contractors 

ͻ�EĞǁ��ƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�/nstallations, Kitchens and Bathrooms 
ͻ��ǆƚĞŶƐŝŽŶƐ, Outbuildings & Rewires (Full & Partial) 

ͻ��ŽŶƐƵŵĞƌ�hŶŝƚ�;&ƵƐĞ��ŽĂƌĚͿ�Zeplacement 
ͻ�E/��/��dĞƐƚƐ͕�/ŶƐƉĞĐƚŝŽŶƐ�Θ�ZĞƉŽƌƚƐ�Θ�&ĂƵůƚ�&inding 
ͻ�Eew or Additional Power Sockets/USB Sockets 

ͻ�WŽǁĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�>���>ŝŐŚƚŝŶŐ 
ͻ�^ĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ�>ŝŐŚƚŝŶŐ͕��ůĂƌŵ�/nstallations & Smoke Alarms 

 
All Work Guaranteed & Certification Supplied when Applicable 

Call 01993 222444 or Email quotes@Oxelec.co.uk Web www.OxElec.co.uk 

VEHICLE TECH 
Mobile mechanic servicing, repairs, diagnostics 

& MOTs prepared and arranged 
for all makes & models 

Friendly & reliable service at competitive rates,  
19 years experience & based in Stonesfield 

Call Rob on 01608 646100 or 07791 755771 
Email: vehicletech3@gmail.com

Slate SEP 19.qxp_SLATE MASTER v3.3  22/08/2019  08:04  Page 24

September 2019 Stonesfield Slate                                   24

 

Family business est. over 40 years. 
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Stonesfield Based, Family Run Firm 
 

All types of electrical work undertaken, no job too big or small 
We are fully insured & NICEIC approved electrical contractors 

ͻ�EĞǁ��ƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�/nstallations, Kitchens and Bathrooms 
ͻ��ǆƚĞŶƐŝŽŶƐ, Outbuildings & Rewires (Full & Partial) 

ͻ��ŽŶƐƵŵĞƌ�hŶŝƚ�;&ƵƐĞ��ŽĂƌĚͿ�Zeplacement 
ͻ�E/��/��dĞƐƚƐ͕�/ŶƐƉĞĐƚŝŽŶƐ�Θ�ZĞƉŽƌƚƐ�Θ�&ĂƵůƚ�&inding 
ͻ�Eew or Additional Power Sockets/USB Sockets 

ͻ�WŽǁĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�>���>ŝŐŚƚŝŶŐ 
ͻ�^ĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ�>ŝŐŚƚŝŶŐ͕��ůĂƌŵ�/nstallations & Smoke Alarms 

 
All Work Guaranteed & Certification Supplied when Applicable 

Call 01993 222444 or Email quotes@Oxelec.co.uk Web www.OxElec.co.uk 

VEHICLE TECH 
Mobile mechanic servicing, repairs, diagnostics 

& MOTs prepared and arranged 
for all makes & models 

Friendly & reliable service at competitive rates,  
19 years experience & based in Stonesfield 

Call Rob on 01608 646100 or 07791 755771 
Email: vehicletech3@gmail.com
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 Hypnotherapy 

 
For help with anxiety, stress, 
pain control, insomnia, phobias, 
unwanted habits, confidence 
and self-esteem, exam and 
interview nerves.

Contact: Linda Flanigan  
Clinical Hypnotherapist 
GHR Registered & Member (Lic.) of National 
Council for Hypnotherapy 
 
Tel: 07866 360359 
Email: linda@lfhypnotherapy.co.uk 
www.lfhypnotherapy.co.uk 

Acupuncture for stress reduction, 
pain relief, arthritis, migraine, fatigue, 

hormone imbalance, and more.
$SSRLQWPHQWV�DYDLODEOH�DW�P\�6WRQHV¿HOG�

clinic or in your own home. 
7R�¿QG�RXW�PRUH�RU�DUUDQJH�DQ�LQLWLDO�

consultation please contact me on 01993 
898102 / 07791 278618 

PDHYH#PDHYHRGRQQHOODFXSXQFWXUH�FR�XN
or visit 

ZZZ�PDHYHRGRQQHOODFXSXQFWXUH�FR�XN
�������#�PDHYHRGRQQHOODFXSXQFWXUH

Imag ine Life!
if you had your own…!

Gardener!
Decorator!
Babysitter!

De-clutterer!
I can help you clear your clutter, 
weed out your wardrobe and find 

new homes for your unwanted items.!
Dog Walker!

Spring Cleaner!
Moving House Help!

House & Pet Sitter…!
all rolled into one!!

For one-off events or regular help !
please contact Lindsey !

lindsey@hatsoffstudios.com or call !
01993 898620    07941 561471

PROBLEM FEET? 
 

NAIL CUTTING • CORNS • CALLUS 
PROBLEM NAILS • FOOT MASSAGE 

Treatment in the comfort of your own home 
SHARON DAVIES  MCFHP MAFHP 

(01993) 891132 / (M) 07941843353 

Registered member of the British Association  
of Foot Health Professionals
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 Hypnotherapy 

 
For help with anxiety, stress, 
pain control, insomnia, phobias, 
unwanted habits, confidence and 
self-esteem, exam and interview 
nerves.

Contact: Linda Flanigan  
Clinical Hypnotherapist 
GHR Registered & Member (Lic.) of National 
Council for Hypnotherapy 
 
Tel: 07866 360359 
Email: linda@lfhypnotherapy.co.uk 
www.lfhypnotherapy.co.uk 

 

MICHAEL PRICE & SON 
PLASTERING 

 

58 Ticknell Piece Road 
Charlbury, OX7 3TW 

 
Tel 01608 811642 

Mobile 07710 170049 
 

27 Stonesfield Slate September 2019

GEOFF BOOTH 
Landscaping · Paving · Walling 
Driveways · Fencing · ;kb\dwork 

Building maintenance 
@Zk]^g�fZbgm^gZg\^

Free quotations 
Tel: 01993 891945 

Mob: 07710 628248 
Email: geoffboothlandscaping@hotmail.com

Tel: 0845 458 2980 
Mobile: 07976 261850 

Email: info@townandcountrytrees.co.uk
www.townandcountrytrees.co.uk

A tree surgery company with 
the integrity you can trust.

MICHAEL PRICE & SON
PLASTERING 

For all your internal plastering 
tel 07710 170049 or 01608 811642 

mickeyprice525@gmail.com 

58 Ticknell Piece Road,  
Charlbury, Oxon, OX7 3TW
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Hypnotherapy 

For help with anxiety, stress, 
pain control, insomnia, phobias,
unwanted habits, confidence
and self-esteem, exam and
interview nerves.

Contact: Linda Flanigan 
Clinical Hypnotherapist
GHR Registered & Member (Lic.) of National 
Council for Hypnotherapy

Tel: 07866 360359 
Email: linda@lfhypnotherapy.co.uk 
www.lfhypnotherapy.co.uk 

Acupuncture for stress reduction, 
pain relief, arthritis, migraine, fatigue, 

hormone imbalance, and more.
$SSRLQWPHQWV�DYDLODEOH�DW�P\�6WRQHV¿HOG�

clinic or in your own home. 
7R�¿QG�RXW�PRUH�RU�DUUDQJH�DQ�LQLWLDO�

consultation please contact me on 01993 
898102 / 07791 278618 

PDHYH#PDHYHRGRQQHOODFXSXQFWXUH�FR�XN
or visit 

ZZZ�PDHYHRGRQQHOODFXSXQFWXUH�FR�XN
�������#�PDHYHRGRQQHOODFXSXQFWXUH

Imag ine Life!
if you had your own…!

Gardener!
Decorator!
Babysitter!

De-clutterer!
I can help you clear your clutter, 
weed out your wardrobe and find 

new homes for your unwanted items.!
Dog Walker!

Spring Cleaner!
Moving House Help!

House & Pet Sitter…!
all rolled into one!!

For one-off events or regular help 
please contact Lindsey

hatsoffstudios�$KQEMP.com or call !01993 898620    07941 561471

PROBLEM FEET?

NAIL CUTTING • CORNS • CALLUS 
PROBLEM NAILS • FOOT MASSAGE 

Treatment in the comfort of your own home
SHARON DAVIES  MCFHP MAFHP

(01993) 891132 / (M) 07941843353 

Registered member of the British Association 
of Foot Health Professionals
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Jacqu 
 

jacquel 

 

 
 

Virtual Office Guardian
Business Support Services

All office, organisational and 
paperwork functions untertaken 

 
jacquelinecarthew@gmail.com 

Plumbing, Heating, Bathroom 
Refurbishments/Installations, Tiling 

01993 252643 or 07515 284286 
jh.plumbing@hotmail.co.uk

Tel: 01993 891381     
Mob: 07971018279 

Email: info@tvtreecare.co.uk
www.tvtreecare.co.uk

THAMES VALLEY 
TREE CARE  LTD

A Stonesfield based company  
providing a professional and reliable 
service in all aspects of tree surgery 

and hedge management

FREE no obligation quote

 
PET 

SITTING 
 

Do you go on holiday and worry about your pets?  
I am a pet lover and I am offering to look after 

your animals (feeding, playing, etc.) after school/ 
weekends/school holidays. I also ride ponies, 

water plants and can supply a reference from my 
cat sitting job. Rates negotiable. 

Please call 01993 898620 and ask for Tara Taylor.

  

   
 

 

͙�the perfect 
Cotswold 
hideaway 
 

Located in the beautiful village of Ramsden 

Ideal holiday home for when family or friends 
come visiting 

Sleeps 4 with parking  
Cot and highchair available 

For more details and how to book:  
07305 816115 
info@gablecottagecotswolds.co.uk 
www.gablecottagecotswolds.co.uk 

!

!

!

!

!

!!!!!"#$%#&'()*+,--.'/0).'
'''123&345'3&'1607(/879':&*';<=>?9'

!

Slate SEP 19.qxp_SLATE MASTER v3.3  22/08/2019  08:04  Page 23

September 2019 Stonesfield Slate                                   32

Jerrams Brothers Funeral Directors 
33 High Street 

Woodstock OX20 1TE 
(01993) 811491 

 
• Private Chapel of Rest 

• 24-hour personal family service 
• Pre-paid funeral plans 

 
As the third generation of a funeral-directing family, Nicholas and 
Benjamin Tonks believe that at the time of bereavement, compassion 

and the families’ wishes are paramount. In partnership with the Church 
and community we endeavour to give the bereaved as much care and 

support as possible.

Painting, Decorating & 
Tiling With Care 

* 
Local & Reliable Tradesman 

House & Home Services 
* 

INTERIOR DECORATING 
TILING – ALL TYPES 

HOME MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 
PERIOD PROPERTY EXPERIENCE 

FULLY INSURED 
* 

Richard Buck 
Elbie House East End 
Tel: 01993 880166 
Mob: 07791 046583

   
 
 

STEPHEN J. WILEY 
ELECTRICIAN 

Additions · Alterations · Rewiring 
Surveys · Security Lighting 

Cookers · Showers 
Telephone Points 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Tel (01993) 882778/881409 
90 Main Road, Long Hanborough, Witney, OX29 8JY 

Stephen.Wiley@btconnect.com

 
 
 
 
 

Lighting Your Way Into The Future
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 Hypnotherapy 

 
For help with anxiety, stress, 
pain control, insomnia, phobias, 
unwanted habits, confidence 
and self-esteem, exam and 
interview nerves.

Contact: Linda Flanigan  
Clinical Hypnotherapist 
GHR Registered & Member (Lic.) of National 
Council for Hypnotherapy 
 
Tel: 07866 360359 
Email: linda@lfhypnotherapy.co.uk 
www.lfhypnotherapy.co.uk 

Acupuncture for stress reduction, 
pain relief, arthritis, migraine, fatigue, 

hormone imbalance, and more.
$SSRLQWPHQWV�DYDLODEOH�DW�P\�6WRQHV¿HOG�

clinic or in your own home. 
7R�¿QG�RXW�PRUH�RU�DUUDQJH�DQ�LQLWLDO�

consultation please contact me on 01993 
898102 / 07791 278618 

PDHYH#PDHYHRGRQQHOODFXSXQFWXUH�FR�XN
or visit 

ZZZ�PDHYHRGRQQHOODFXSXQFWXUH�FR�XN
�������#�PDHYHRGRQQHOODFXSXQFWXUH

Imag ine Life!
if you had your own…!

Gardener!
Decorator!
Babysitter!

De-clutterer!
I can help you clear your clutter, 
weed out your wardrobe and find 

new homes for your unwanted items.!
Dog Walker!

Spring Cleaner!
Moving House Help!

House & Pet Sitter…!
all rolled into one!!

For one-off events or regular help !
please contact Lindsey !

lindsey@hatsoffstudios.com or call !
01993 898620    07941 561471

PROBLEM FEET? 
 

NAIL CUTTING • CORNS • CALLUS 
PROBLEM NAILS • FOOT MASSAGE 

Treatment in the comfort of your own home 
SHARON DAVIES  MCFHP MAFHP 

(01993) 891132 / (M) 07941843353 

Registered member of the British Association  
of Foot Health Professionals
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Architectural, Construction, Agricultural 

& Equestrian Steel Fabrication 
Services 

We also provide a full welding service 
in Steel, Stainless Steel. Aluminium & 
Titanium, including repairs to Steel, 

Aluminium and Iron castings 
 

UNIT 4D 
ENSTONE BUSINESS PARK 
ENSTONE, OXFORDSHIRE 

OX7 4NP 
 

TEL: 01608 678267 
MOB: 07751 678412 

WITNEYWELDING@OUTLOOK.COM 
WWW.WITNEYWELDING.COM 

 
 

R S Services 
Aerial, Satellite & TV Installations  

and repairs. 
Qualified Engineer with over 40 years 

 experience. 
For a free quote 

Call Shane Berry 
01��� 88���� / 01865 881313 

07815 095704
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GEOFF BOOTH 
Landscaping · Paving · Walling 
Driveways · Fencing · Treework 

Building maintenance 
Hardwood logs delivered 

Free quotations 
Tel: 01993 891945 

Mob: 07710 628248 
Email: geoffboothlandscaping@hotmail.com

Tel: 0845 458 2980 
Mobile: 07976 261850 

Email: info@townandcountrytrees.co.uk
www.townandcountrytrees.co.uk

A tree surgery company with 
the integrity you can trust.

MICHAEL PRICE & SON 
PLASTERING 

For all your internal plastering 
tel 07710 170049 or 01608 811642 

mickeyprice525@gmail.com 

58 Ticknell Piece Road,  
Charlbury, Oxon, OX7 3TW
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For further information, please contact:  
info@theburnsidepartnership.com

Anna Burnside !"#$%&# 
anna.burnside@theburnsidepartnership.com

Jacqui Birks $"' ()#&*$+#
jacqui.birks@theburnsidepartnership.com

We can assist you with specialist legal advice on Wills, inheritance 
tax planning, powers of attorney, helping with probate and generally 
protecting your assets. We also help protect the vulnerable or elderly. 

Our tax specialists are also here to help with your personal tax 
compliance, including preparing personal tax returns and o!ering 
guidance on HMRC correspondence. They can also advise you on  
tax planning on the sale/gi"t of assets, including the new reporting  
of capital gains on the sale of private residences.

Dealing with your own a!airs and getting them in order can appear 
daunting. We’re here to make life easier. Do pick up the phone or email 
us and we would be happy to have a free, no-obligation initial chat with 
you. We can meet on video call or in person when safe to do so.

The Carpenters’ Workshop, Blenheim Palace Sawmills, Combe, Oxfordshire OX29 8ET
T 01865 987 781    E info@theburnsidepartnership.com    W www.theburnsidepartnership.com FOLLOW US ON:

An outstanding niche private client firm…its practitioners are recommended as experts  
in their field, providing high-quality advice…its client service is second to none and  
every client is valued equally and treated with sensitivity and genuine compassion.

Specialist Private Client Lawyers & Tax Professionals
Trusted advisors to individuals and their families
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Keep up-to-date with our news and latest events by signing 

up to our newsletter at  blenheimpalace.com

Buy one day, get 12 months free*
*Terms and conditions apply. Registered charity number 1166164

A Fallen Ancient Oak Becomes a Stunning Seat for Visitors
A fallen oak tree in High Park, believed to be around 500 years old, has been given a 
new lease of life as a bench for guests to enjoy. The stunning new bench was carved 
by chainsaw champion Matthew Crabb, and took over 50 hours to complete. Find the 

new bench on your way around the Park perimeter route, near to Combe gate.

 Join the Team
Looking to take the next - or first - step in your career? We’re hiring! We have 
some exciting opportunities in our Estate and Palace teams, and a number of 
apprenticeships in construction and operations. See all current vacancies at 

blenheim.org/careers

 Saplings from our Ancient Oaks are 
now on Sale at Blenheim Palace 

A selection of saplings carefully grown from acorns collected from across the  
Park have gone on sale for the first time. The saplings are available from the 
Blenheim Palace East Courtyard Gift Shop and allow you to take a piece of  

the Blenheim Estate home, and grow a legacy of your own.

Forthcoming Events
 Tino Sehgal at Blenheim Park & Gardens . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9th July - 15th August 

 The Luna Open-Air Cinema . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12th - 15th August 

 Blenheim Palace Food Festival . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20th - 22nd August 2021

BP_StonesfiledSlate_FP_Advert_JUNE_2021_FINAL.indd   1BP_StonesfiledSlate_FP_Advert_JUNE_2021_FINAL.indd   1 17/06/2021   08:3017/06/2021   08:30
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The Government’s travel policy has sadly 
caused a lot of avoidable confusion and 

distress for our clients and ourselves.  

Please remember, it is not illegal to book a 
holiday or travel to a lot of amber list 

countries even for this summer, although 
there can be some insurance issues which 

we can explain. You just have to abide by the 
current testing and quarantine restrictions 

when you return to the UK.  

As your local travel agent we need your 
support, so if you are feeling desperate for 
any sort of break, please come in for a chat 
and we will guide you through all the rules 

and regulations, and will find you a fantastic 
deal whether in this country or overseas. 

 Tel: 01993 627815 
info@greatexperiencetravel.co.uk 
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Blackbird with worm

Woodpecker

King!sher

Swallow

Wagtail

Curlew - to rust

Red Kite - Bronze

Wren

Robin

TAKE A LOOK AT OUR
FLOCK OF BIRDS AT

ABLACKBIRDSANG.COM
20% STONESFIELD AND NEARBY VILLAGE DISCOUNT  

USE THIS CODE WHEN CHECKING OUT: STONESFIELD20 
OR CALL GENNY AND TONY ON 01993 891030
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