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Spring is in the air 
 

Photo: Gary Bendig

Every year, the cold of winter melts away and 
spring brings a new beginning.  

The actual first day of spring depends on 
whether you are referring to meteorological, 
astronomical or phenological spring.  

Meteorological seasons are based on the 
annual temperature cycle and by this 
calendar, spring will always start on 1 March; 
ending on 31 May.  

Astronomical seasons refer to the position of 
Earth's orbit in relation to the Sun, 
considering equinoxes and solstices. Since 
the seasons vary in length, the start date of a 
new season can fall on different days each 
year. This year, astronomical spring begins 
on 20 March and ends on 21 June.  

Phenology is the timing of seasonal activities 
of animals and plants and therefore the start 

of spring depends on where you live. The 
BBC Weather Centre says 'Spring is coming 
about two weeks earlier than it would have 
been 30-50 years ago and autumn about a 
week later'. 

Taking walks and seeing nature coming to 
life is part of what makes spring so great. 
Daffodils, celebrated by many poets, are 
some of the first spring flowers. Hares appear 
to behave strangely and excitedly throughout 
their breeding season, which in England 
peaks in the month of March. This odd 
behaviour includes boxing at other hares and 
jumping vertically for seemingly no reason.  

Spring's warmer weather and increased 
daylight hours make it a most uplifting 
season.
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Celebrating the daffodil
I wandered lonely as a cloud 
I wandered lonely as a cloud  
That floats on high o'er vales and hills,  
When all at once I saw a crowd,  
A host, of golden daffodils;  
Beside the lake, beneath the trees,  
Fluttering and dancing in the breeze.

William Wordsworth (1770 - 1850)

Daffodil’s Return 
What matter if the sun be lost? 
What matter though the sky be grey? 
There's joy enough about the house, 
For Daffodil comes home to-day. 

Bliss Carmen (1861 - 1929)



Robin Hartwell
Robin Hartwell sadly passed away at the 
age of 89 on Wednesday 27 January. Robin 
was a loving, loyal husband, father and 
grandfather. He lived a wonderful life and 
his legacy will be lived on through his 
family. Robin was also a good friend to 
many in the village and the wider 
Oxfordshire farming community and will 
be very sadly missed by all those whose 
lives he touched.  

We would like to thank everyone for their 
kind words in the many cards and letters 
that we have received. They have been a 
great comfort to us. We would also like to 
thank Charlbury Medical Centre and the 
NHS for the wonderful medical care and 
support that we received. 

The Hartwell Family

Christmas Food Parcels
As one of the recipients, I would like to 
thank everyone involved in giving the food 
parcels at Christmas. After living here for 
70 odd years, I feel very fortunate to still 
live in Stonesfield. Thank you.  

(Name supplied)

Village Hall news
March marks the twelve-month milestone 
from when the country first went into 
lockdown last year. With the exception of a 
couple of functions, it has been an enforced 
quiet year for the village hall but it has 
given us the opportunity to get some things 

done and give us time to think about what 
we want to do to move forward. 

We are really hoping that in the next few 
months we will be able to welcome groups 
back into the hall, people will be able to 
participate in clubs and there will be some 
sort of normality. 

Please have a think about what you would 
like to do and how you would like to see the 
space used, and let us know. We look 
forward to hearing from you and to 
planning lots of exciting activities for the 
community. 

Jacqueline Carthew (898919)

Secretary & Booking Clerk

stonesfieldvh@gmail.com

How disappointing…
Having been informed on the morning of 
12 February that our marquee was not in 
situ, we arrived to discover the damage.  

On checking the CCTV, we saw two figures 
using a knife to cut the twelve ratchet 
straps which caused the marquee to blow 
over, splitting the roof and damaging the 
sky disc. This took place in the early hours 
of the Friday morning.  

The Police have been informed but, if 
anyone has any information, please call 
Brian Clarke on 01993 891770 or Ben 
Tomlin on 07506 032438. 

Brian Clarke (891770)

Stonesfield Sports & Social Club:
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Stonesfield’s Spring Clean
It is time for Stonesfield’s spring clean! 
Litter pickers are now available to borrow 
in order to clean up our community. 
Stonesfield Parish Council has invested in 
15 litter pickers and a supply of rubbish 
and recycling sacks for the use of all 
members of the community to help tidy up 
our village and surrounds and keep it 
litter-free on an ongoing basis. As it is 
unlikely that we will be able to meet in a 
large group for our Annual Village Spring 
Clean this year, the litter pickers are now 
available to borrow and litter pick at any 
time throughout the year whilst on your 
daily walk or exercise. 

If you would like to book the litter pickers, 
please contact Jess Huband (email: 
jesshuband@hotmail.co.uk or telephone/
text 07970 107805) allowing at least 24 
hours’ notice. The litter pickers and bags 
will be left for Covid-19-safe collection in 
the bin store to the front of 5 Busby Close 
(off Greenfield Road). 

When litter picking, please: 

• Always wear gloves and wash your 
hands as soon as possible after litter 
picking. If possible, wear a hi-viz vest – 
be seen and be safe! 

• Do not collect any hazardous waste such 
as dog poo or sharp objects; these 
should be reported to WODC for safe 
removal via the fixmystreet website/app 
or telephone 01993 861000. 

• Similarly, please also report to the above 
any instances of potholes, fly-tipping, 
blocked drains or pavement parking. 

• Be mindful of traffic at all times. 

Once finished, please sort the rubbish 
collected into recyclable/non-recyclable 

bags. Recyclables can be deposited in the 
recycling bins at Stonesfield’s recycling 
facility in Field Close off Greenfield Road 
or placed in your home recycling bin. All 
non-recyclables may be put in your 
household rubbish bin - please do not leave 
any non-recyclables at the village recycling 
facility. 

Please return the litter pickers to the bin 
store at 5 Busby Close where they will be 
cleaned and ‘quarantined’ for 48 hours 
before being lent out again. 

Volunteers are asked to note that this is not 
a Parish Council organised event and all 
litter picking is undertaken at your own 
risk. If you have any questions about any of 
the arrangements, please get in touch with 
me. Finally, thank you in advance for your 
time spent in helping to clean up the 
village! 

Jess Huband 

jesshuband@hotmail.co.uk

Tony Crofts 1939-2021
The passing of Tony Crofts marks a sad day 
for the Stonesfield Community Trust as he 
was the last of the original Trustees whose 
vision and foresight made Stonesfield a 
model for housing trusts across the UK. 
During the 1980’s, steep rises in property 
prices in West Oxfordshire were having a 
detrimental effect on many village 
communities. To combat this Tony 
donated a small plot of land and, together 
with local businesses and villagers, formed 
the Stonesfield Community Trust which 
built six dwellings (Friends Close) for rent 
to locals at affordable rates. This proved to 
be a very successful model so Tony and the 
Trust didn’t stop there: today the Trust has 
15 homes, business premises and the Pre-
School which have enabled countless 
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individuals and families access to 
affordable housing over the last 38 years. 
On top of this, the Trust is able to grant 
money every year within the village to 
further education, sport and to support 
people with disabilities. The affordable 
housing need identified by Tony in the 
1980’s is even greater today and, thanks to 
Tony, Stonesfield is in a unique position to 
meet that need today and well into the 
future. 

Our condolences to Tony’s family and 
friends. 

Trustees of the Stonesfield Community Trust

On 3 February one of the village’s most 
notable characters in recent years, Tony 
Crofts, died in a care home in his native 
Bristol. Tony first arrived in Stonesfield in 
1973 when he bought the Boot Inn from 
Ind Coope, renovated it and turned it into 
a very popular free house which ran for 
four years before finally succumbing to 
competition. While he was not able to leave 
Stonesfield with a thriving pub, he did 
leave us with something that he felt was far 
more important: the Stonesfield 
Community Trust and affordable housing. 

I first got to know Tony in 1979 when I 
began dating his son, Lucien. At that time 
Tony was an agricultural journalist writing 
for the British Farmer and Stock Breeder 
and living at Home Close in the High 
Street. It was an eccentric household 
shared between Tony, Lucien, Tony’s 
friend Jim Wingate and his two daughters 
living there part-time, and local potter Reg 
Mills dropping in regularly for a bath, 
there being no facilities at that time at the 
Boot Barn Pottery. 

Tony was not a family man in the 
traditional sense. He treated his children 

as equals and his home was always open to 
anyone in need. He was focused on finding 
solutions rather than simply talking about 
problems, never merely paying lip service 
to anything he believed in and, being a 
committed Quaker, community was 
something he was very passionate about. 

Tony held strong, often radical, views 
about politics, education and society. He 
was an active member of the Quaker Peace 
Tax Campaign, for instance. He became 
increasingly concerned about the lack of 
affordable housing in rural communities 
which meant that young families were 
having to move away, leaving villages to 
gradually die and be taken over by second 
home owners. But it wasn’t enough for him 
just to talk and write about it: Tony had a 
vision. 

In the early 1980’s he began to pursue the 
idea of a housing trust for Stonesfield that 
would build and manage houses at an 
affordable rent for its young people. He 
had land – the old Boot Inn car park – and 
one of his best friends was an architect. 
Together they began to plan Friends Close 
and in 1983 established, along with three 
other like-minded villagers, the Stonesfield 
Community Trust in order to find funding 
for, and manage, the properties. 

It was typical of Tony that he gave the land 
to the Trust for free and Friends Close was 
built. Tony and the Trust went on to build 
the Rose & Crown development and 
redevelop Glover’s Yard, which at the time 
provided a badly needed new home for the 
Post Office, the facility which is now the 
Pre-School and facilities for villagers to use 
photocopiers, fax machines and other 
office equipment at a time before home 
computing really took off. 
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Tony went on to found TEFL Training and 
he and his wife, Randy, made a gradual 
move back to his native Bristol. He finally 
left Stonesfield in 2011 after he sold TEFL 
Training and retired. 

There can be no doubt that, of all the 
people who have contributed towards the 
betterment of Stonesfield and its 
community, Tony must rank near the top 
of the list. You only have to look at the 
trees rising out of the hedgerows along the 
Stonesfield Straight – the result of a vision 
he had for an avenue leading into the 
village, and which he persuaded the 
villagers to support by sponsoring a tree 
and looking after it. They may not all have 
survived but many are still there. So, the 
next time you drive that way and see the 
trees, think of Tony. 

Becki Sherlaw-Johnson

The Parish Council was saddened to hear 
of the death of Tony Crofts. His efforts and 
generosity were pivotal in setting up the 
pioneering Stonesfield Community Trust 
during the 1980’s and which continues to 
provide affordable housing to many 
individuals and families in the village today 
– what an amazing legacy. 

Our condolences to his family and friends. 

Stonesfield Parish Council

2021 Census
The 2021 Census will arrive on 21 March. 
Information from the Census will assist 
councils in deciding how services are 
planned and funded in their area including 
transport, education and health – for 
instance: cycle routes, schools and dental 
surgeries. Every household will receive a 
letter in the post giving a unique access 

code which will allow completion of the 
questionnaire online. Paper questionnaires 
will be available on request. Further 
information is available at 
www.census.gov.uk. 

Suriya Express shop hours
The revised shop opening hours, as advised 
in the February issue of the Slate, will 
remain in place at least until the end of 
March. 
Monday - Friday:   7.30 - 19.30  
Saturday:   8.00 - 19.30  
Sunday:    8.00 - 19.00 
The Post Office remains open with its usual 
hours: Monday - Friday 9.00 - 17.00;          
Saturday 9.00 - 13.00 and is closed on 
Sunday, although Mat and Rekha will be 
happy to serve you at any time during shop 
opening hours. 

Healthwatch Oxfordshire
Healthwatch Oxfordshire would like to 
hear residents’ views on the Covid-19 
vaccine. The county’s independent health 
and care watchdog is running a survey 
asking people what they think about the 
vaccine itself, information about the 
vaccine and how the vaccine is being 
delivered. Please have your say by 
completing the survey at: 
www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/CovidVaccine-
yourviews.  

Healthwatch Oxfordshire will report what 
it hears to those in charge of managing the 
vaccine delivery locally to help identify if 
improvements are needed. All feedback is 
completely anonymous. To request a paper 
copy of the survey, or a translated version, 
call 01865 520520. For more information 
about Healthwatch Oxfordshire go to 
www.healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk. 
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The White Horse
From the new owner 
Dear neighbours, friends and future 
customers 

My name is Jon Bowers and I am fortunate 
enough to be the new owner of our lovely 
village pub, ‘The White Horse’. 

First of all, I would like to assure you all 
that I’m very keen to open the pub as soon 
as is feasibly possible. I regard myself as a 
custodian and am very community-
minded, having been a former regular 
customer of The White Horse. As some of 
you know, I have been resident in the 
Cotswolds for over thirty years and have 
been in the village of Stonesfield since 
2019. I would like to thank sincerely all of 
those neighbours and friends in the 
community who offered us such a warm 
and friendly welcome; it was greatly 
appreciated. 

At this time, I am still considering the 
various options as to how exactly we might 
run and make the most of our community 
asset. It may be that my family run the pub 
but I have also received two other serious, 
genuine enquiries from people in the 

village. I am not in a rush to make an 
immediate decision and therefore invite 
any interested parties (preferably with 
some hospitality knowledge) to contact me 
on the email address below. 

This is an exciting but challenging time and 
the pub requires improvements in a 
number of areas which I am actively 
examining. I am hoping to make 
improvements to make the pub as Covid-19 
safe as possible. I hope it won’t be too long 
before we can all meet again and raise a 
glass or two together in our beautiful 
village pub. Cheers!  

My best wishes to everybody. 

Jon Bowers 

whitehorsepub1@gmail.com
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Stonesfield Parish Council 
(SPC)
From the meeting held 3 February 
2021 
Gigaclear: Gigaclear made a presentation 
to SPC. Gigaclear invests in rural 
communities by providing full-fibre 
broadband to premises. In the case of 
Stonesfield, approximately 658 homes 
would be covered by Gigaclear. Stonesfield 
is at the validation stage with work 
planned to commence in March and 
complete by the end of the year. All verges, 
pathways and roads will be reinstated 
within six months of completing the build 
with reinstatement being dependent on 
weather, materials, location and type of 
investment. All reinstatement is carried 
out to Highways and utilities committee 
standards. Any issues regarding Gigaclear’s 
work may be reported to 01865 591137 or 
networkbuildcare@gigaclear.com; this is a 
direct means of contact for residents. 
Gigaclear confirmed that this has already 
been authorised by OCC. This is future-
proofing as, although people may not want 
the service now, they may require it in the 
future. If the work is to go across private 
land, no work will be carried out unless 
owners have signed wayleave agreements; 
in the case of public land, OCC has given 
its authorisation and therefore the work is 
permitted and will be carried out. 
Gigaclear plan to engage closely with the 
community and will be updating SPC on a 
frequent basis. 

Scouts: Ben Whitworth joined the last 
meeting to introduce himself as the new 
Chairman for the Scouts. The group needs 
a cub leader and anyone interested should 
get in touch with Ben Whitworth: 
chairman@stonesfield-scouts.org.uk. 

Planning:  
20/03527/FUL: Empire Homes (Farley 
Lane). Brendan O’Brien from Empire 
Homes attended the meeting to answer 
questions. Mr O’Brien advised that land 
prices are high and they have to work 
within the context of the policies which has 
dictated the size of the properties they are 
building. The Parish Council advised that 
smaller houses/affordable housing is what 
is really needed. The Council asked about 
the state of Farley Lane. It was confirmed 
that no works are planned for Farley Lane 
as this is an adopted road. Farley Lane is 
busy but the previous approval of a 
development of flats is not helping the 
situation. The Council resolved to agree no 
objection to this development but with 
comments to WODC regarding the mix of 
housing and concerns over access. 

21/00027/LBC: Mr & Mrs Maroney 
(internal alterations, Clockcase, Laughton 
Hill) The Council resolved to agree no 
objection to this development as all the 
work is internal. 

The White Horse public house: The 
renewal application for the Asset of 
Community Value has been accepted by 
WODC. This is good news. We are aware 
that the ownership of the pub has now 
changed. Cllr Bishop and Councillors 
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reiterated that if the pub is re-opened by 
the new owners the village must use it or it 
will undo the good work that the 
community has done; the more it is used, 
the more it will be preserved. The Clerk 
will ascertain whether the new owner 
would like to attend a meeting of SPC to 
inform Councillors of his plans for the pub. 

Finance: A grant request of £2,000 was 
received from the Playing Fields 
Committee to be paid in the next financial 
year (ie. after April). It was resolved 
unanimously to approve this grant. 

Village survey: The Parish Council will 
be surveying the village over the coming 
months with the intention of repeating this 
exercise every two years. The aim is to 
conduct a fact-finding exercise to ascertain 
what is wanted in the village and to assist 
SPC in planning expenditure and 
resources. 

Date of next full Parish Council 
(public) meeting: Wednesday 3 March 
2021 at 7pm. This will be a Zoom virtual 
meeting. 

Please clean up after your dog
Dog mess is the most unacceptable and 
offensive type of litter on our streets. 
Would residents please be reminded to 
clear up after their dogs and take the waste 
home or dispose of it in the nearest dog 
waste bin. We have seen an increase in dog 
mess being left in the village, particularly 
around Farley Lane, Stockey Bottom and 
on the track to the scout hut. Some mess 
has been bagged but the bags have then 
been left around the village; this is 
unsightly but also unsafe: whilst rare, 
contact with dog excrement can cause 
toxocariasis – a nasty infection which can 
lead to dizziness, nausea, asthma and even 

blindness or seizures. Anyone who fails to 
clean up after their dog can be issued with 
a fixed penalty notice of up to £100 and if a 
case were to go to court, the owner or 
person in charge of the animal could be 
fined up to £1,000. The law states that 
being unaware that a dog has fouled or not 
being in possession of a suitable bag is not 
a reasonable excuse. Thank you. 

Parish Clerk

From our District Councillor
Certainly, as far as the Committees on 
which I serve are concerned, the Covid-19 
crisis has dampened the enthusiasm for 
meetings, this exacerbated by the vagaries 
of Zoom and Webex. However, District still 
functions as much as ever with agreement 
to support the projected 20mph speed 
limits in built-up areas, particularly those 
villages such as Stonesfield and Combe 
which have resolved to press for speeds to 
be limited. 

Council has also agreed to support fully the 
review of provisions for future 
development of the A40 corridor. This is 
particularly relevant to the projected two 
new roundabouts from and to Salt Cross. 
Plans, outline and detailed, for the new 
Garden Village near Eynsham are now well 
advanced and the whole project is taking 
shape. 

Flooding, both recent and historical, 
occupies the minds and plans of the 
Environment Committee. Combe figures in 
all this as Michael Green wrote to me with 
a detailed and finely illustrated request for 
some action to relieve the flooding which 
regularly occurs at and under the railway 
bridge at Combe Halt station. Having 
passed his request to the appropriate 
department, I await developments. 
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Grants from the District Council for 
businesses in West Oxfordshire are still 
being processed with some 140 still 
outstanding. To date over £915,000 has 
been allocated. 

The Council’s waste collection service 
apologises to residents in both our villages 
for a missed collection earlier this month. 
This was occasioned by the unexpected 
snowfall immediately following the 
Christmas and New Year changes to the 
schedule. From my perspective, both as a 
resident and a councillor, I applaud the 
services generally. I think our waste 
disposal department does a marvellous job 
in all weathers and does it all cheerfully 
and with no fuss. 

It has been confirmed that the elections in 
May will take place. All electors are urged 
to apply for a postal vote, thus avoiding 
complications with Covid-19 regulations. 
Forms are available from Electoral Services 
(Council Offices, Woodgreen, Witney 
OX28 1NB) telephone: 01993 861000. 

Keep safe, obey the rules and live as fully 
and happily as possible. 

Cllr Richard Bishop (891414)

richard.bishop@westoxon.gov.uk

More news from West 
Oxfordshire
Salt Cross Garden Village 
After public consultation last autumn, 
WODC has formally submitted the Salt 
Cross Garden Village Area Action Plan 
(AAP) to the Planning Inspectorate for 
independent examination.  

The Salt Cross Garden Village will be a new 
stand-alone settlement, self-contained with 
its own village facilities, such as schools, 
community resources and employment 

opportunities. The initial garden village 
proposals set out in the Local Plan include 
2,200 new homes and a new science 
business park which will give local people 
an alternative to working in Oxford. 
Nearby Hanborough railway station, 
together with a new Park & Ride facility to 
the north of Eynsham, will offer people an 
alternative to using their cars. 

The Action Plan and relevant documents 
and reports are available to view at: 
www.westoxon.gov.uk/gardenvillage. Due 
to the current public health situation, hard 
copy documents cannot be made available 
at the Council’s usual ‘deposit locations; 
however, anyone requiring access to 
physical documents should email the 
planning policy team at: 
planning.policy@westoxon.gov.uk or 
telephone 01993 861667.  

Oxfordshire County Council 
(OCC)
Covid-19:  
Oxfordshire County Council continues to 
work with WODC and the NHS to help 
residents, particularly the vulnerable, but 
the help of local voluntary groups is 
proving to be invaluable and is greatly 
appreciated. Thank you to everyone 
involved for their assistance. 

Budget:  
The Council set its budget in early 
February with £400,000 extra funding for 
roadside drainage/vegetation clearance 
and the introduction of 20mph speed 
limits in those villages which desire them. 
Recent heavy rainfall has highlighted areas 
that require additional work to keep the 
drains clear and I will ensure that those 
areas are cleared more frequently. The 
work will be coordinated with WODC to 
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ensure the kerbs are clear so that the rain 
does not push the debris into the drains. 
The additional funding for 20mph speed 
limits will be to work with Parish Councils 
which see a lower limit as part of the 
solution to bring down vehicle speeds.  

Other key points of the budget:  

• £1m long-term funding would be 
invested in expanding the youth offer in 
Oxfordshire. A study is due to report in 
the Spring on the needs of young people 
and how support can best be provided. 
An additional £500,000 will also be 
provided to help tackle the impact of the 
pandemic on young people. 

• An extra £4m will be added to the adult 
social care budget for 2021/22 including 
£1.35m for managing risks such as 
provider sustainability. 

• The Better Care Fund (BCF) seeks to 
join up health and care services so that 
people can manage their own health and 
wellbeing and live independently in their 
communities for as long as possible. For 
2020/21 the County Council agreed with 
health partners that £1.2m of the 
improved BCF for Oxfordshire would be 
used to deliver better outcomes over the 
winter period in the county. Although 
this was one-off funding, the Council is 
proposing to continue the funding for 
2021/22 in order to support measures 
which help people being discharged 
from hospital and enable better 
outcomes. 

• The number of adults of working age 
with physical disabilities has increased 
in 2020/21 and overspends are forecast 
for both at-home and residential care. 
While this is being managed within 
pooled resources between the NHS and 

the Council in 2020/21, it is not 
anticipated that this can be maintained 
in the long term. Pending a review of the 
needs and activity for these service 
users, £750,000 has been proposed to 
support expenditure on assessed care 
needs from 2021/22. 

• The County Council is part of a joint 
partnership formed in 2017 to procure 
and manage services for single homeless 
people in Oxfordshire. A further one-off 
contribution to the partnership of 
£500,000 was included in the budget, 
with £250,000 of this allocated for 
2020/21 and the same in 2021/22. The 
Council is proposing to continue its 
support for the partnership from 
2022/23. 

• During the period of the pandemic, there 
has been an increased uptake of drugs 
and alcohol residential rehabilitation 
services and this has led to the Council’s 
proposal to put an extra £50,000 into 
existing services. 

• A £300,000 fund is proposed to support 
innovative community-developed 
projects and activities aimed at 
improving people’s health and wellbeing 
in Oxfordshire. £150,000 of this will be 
new funding and the remainder will 
come from existing public health 
budgets. 

• An extra £330,000 will be invested into 
children’s services to increase early 
intervention services, the skill base of 
children’s social care workers and 
special educational needs. 

• £100,000 would be invested in issues 
linked to digital exclusion. 
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• £81,000 would be invested in domestic 
violence services and £150,000 into 
apprenticeships. 

We will continue to find savings both 
within the Council and with our partners in 
order to protect frontline services as well as 
new investment. A rise of 2.99% in Council 
Tax consists of 1.99% in basic Council Tax 
and 1% for adult social care. 

The roll out of the vaccine is welcome 
news, giving us all hope that we can beat 
the virus. However, it still poses a real 
threat and we must all play our part in 
stopping its spread - please continue to 
follow the Government guidelines. 

Ian Hudspeth (07956 270318)

ian.hudspeth@oxfordshire.gov.uk)

Sustainable Stonesfield:   
Stockey Woods
Due to the current Covid-19 lockdown, no 
further information is available about our 
campaign to get Stockey Woods made into 
a ‘village green’. We know that Blenheim 
withdrew their objection to our application 
but we have to wait for the final decision 
from Oxfordshire County Council, the 
regulatory authority. They have told us 
they cannot comply with various legal 
procedures necessary for a decision until 
lockdown is over. Rest assured that, as 
soon as we have the final decision, we will 
advertise it on the village website, 
Nextdoor Stonesfield and the next edition 
of the Slate. 

Richard Morris, SUSTO

SAFER (Stonesfield action for 
enhancing road safety)

Road safety: The news that OCC is 
providing extra funding for roadside 
clearance and the introduction of 20mph 
speed limits is positive for Stonesfield and 
supports the ‘Making Stonesfield Safer’ 
report produced by the SAFER team which 
was submitted to OCC in July 2020. The 
report recommends a reduction in the 
speed limit to 20mph as its primary 
objective for the village. Aside from this, 
the report also contained a number of 
initiatives to improve road safety including 
fitting blind spot mirrors, the repainting of 
road markings (some of which has been 
carried out) and installing new signage and 
markings to calm traffic around Laughton 
Hill. The ongoing Covid-19 lockdown has 
delayed nearly all of the proposed 
improvements in our report, something 
which is completely outside our control; 
however, we continue to operate two speed 
indicating devices (SIDs) in the village to 
remind drivers to slow down and stay 
within the current speed limits. 
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Villages Travel Network: Stonesfield is 
represented on the ‘Villages Travel 
Network’ project; this has eight West 
Oxfordshire villages participating and is 
still in its early stages. The project aspires 
to create safer cycling routes, better 
walking routes and clearer signage, and to 
negotiate access to pathways within 
Blenheim for walkers and cyclists. Regular 
updates on the progress of this initiative 
will be published in the Slate. 

Potholes and puddles: During wet 
weather, puddles collect in the hundreds of 
thousands of potholes that litter the UK’s 
roads and sometimes it is hard to avoid 
them. For pedestrians and dog-walkers 
who have to share the road with cars, they 
are at risk of being splashed or soaked if a 
vehicle drives through a puddle too fast – 
so is it illegal to drive like this? The answer 
is yes: splashing pedestrians is illegal and 
drivers can be prosecuted under Section 3 
of the Road Traffic Act for careless, 
aggressive or inconsiderate behaviour on 
the road. This can result is a court 
summons, a fine of £150 and three penalty 
points as well as an increase in insurance 
premiums. The same applies to cyclists and 
motor-cyclists. Whilst it is accepted that all 
road users must consider and be 
responsible for their own safety at all 
times, please be considerate when driving 
past walkers who step aside for vehicles to 
pass by slowing down and avoiding soaking 
them. 

Cllr Michael Heduan MBE, SAFER

m.heduan@stonesfieldpc.uk

Neighbourhood Watch
Neighbourhood Watch has launched a 
rural crime section covering such issues as 
fly-tipping, heritage crime, theft of 
livestock or farm machinery and livestock 
worrying. Further information is available 
at www.ourwatch.org.uk/rural-crime. 

Warnings have been issued of a scam 
concerning arrangements for coronavirus 
vaccinations: a phishing email purporting 
to come from the NHS asks the recipient to 
click on a link to accept or decline an 
invitation for vaccination whereupon 
personal and banking information is 
requested. Please be aware that the NHS 
will never ask for banking or card details, a 
PIN or password, proof of identity by way 
of sending personal documents, or arrive 
unannounced to administer a vaccination. 

The Police Community Support Officer 
reports continuing issues of criminal 
damage and trespass to land at the rear of 
William Buckland Way; this is the field on 
the left as one leaves Stonesfield for Combe 
on the Combe Road. This area falls within 
the countryside stewardship scheme and 
has to be maintained in a particular 
condition. Walkers using it as a footpath 
are causing it to deteriorate. Fencing, 
gates, security measures and signage have 
been vandalised and/or destroyed on 
several occasions and maintenance 
workers will shortly undertake a third bout 
of repairs. Any information in relation to 
this matter should be reported to the 
PCSO. (Email to: 
helen.keen@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk). 
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Stonesfield Pre-School and 
Day Care
100 Club: The winners of the 100 Club 
February draw are: 

1st prize – Robert Hedges £25 
2nd prize – Hilary Armale £10 

Welcome to new children and Term 
3 activities 
It’s hard to believe that this time last year 
everybody’s lives were about to change 
drastically. Everyone dealt with many 
challenging moments and Pre-school was 
under threat of closure. As you all know, 
and with the help of an amazing 

community, we made it through and here 
we are just about to start Term 4.  This 
term we will be welcoming new children 
and their families to our very friendly Pre-
School and old friends will be returning. If 
you would like to find out more about 
enrolling your child with us, please contact 
Zena Rozee, our administrator at 
stonesfieldpsad@outlook.com  

Term 3 was very exciting: snow days, frosty 
days, windy days and very wet days but this 
always adds to the excitement of outside 
play. Our motto has always been ‘there’s no 
such thing as bad weather, just bad 
clothing’ so we have been enjoying every 
moment possible to play outside whatever 
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Autumn/Harvest lunch. Hope to see you 
next month. 

Avis

North Leigh History Society 
On 3 September, there will be a talk by

Carol Anderson entitled ‘The Stonesfield 
Embroidery’. We meet in the Turner Hall,
Church Road, North Leigh, OX29 6TX at
7.30pm. Visitors £4, members are free. For
further details, please get in touch. 

Diana Power (01993 882301)
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the weather. Snow brought the opportunity 
to build a very jolly snowman, the frost 
gave us the opportunity to find ice hidden 
in and around the garden and this also 
taught the children the importance of 
gloves, mittens and hats! The downpours 
flooded our garden and became the perfect 
area to jump and splash in huge puddles; 
this taught the children how to dress and 
prepare themselves appropriately. Whilst 
playing outside, the children have also 
noticed signs of new life as the bulbs begin 
to poke through the ground. 

The last week of term was the lunar 
celebration of Chinese New Year. The 
children had a fun-packed morning 
making lanterns, red money pockets and 
head-dresses representing the year of the 
Ox; and they tasted noodles, soy sauce, 
prawn crackers and satsumas. They also 
enjoyed decorating a cardboard box to 

create a bright red dragon’s head and then 
performing the Chinese dragon dance in 
time to the lovely drumming by a small 
group of children.  

This term we will be reading and enjoying 
traditional and classic children’s stories. 
We have already made a start by 
introducing the story of Little Red Riding 
Hood which was not planned but this is 
how we do most of our learning - being led 
by the children’s interests - so we have 
decided to continue with this theme. 

One last thing: May we also take this 
opportunity to thank everyone who has 
donated resources and toys to us over the 
last few months; we greatly appreciate 
everything that is given to us, so thank you 
very much. 

Louise John
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Stonesfield Primary School
Stonesfield children deserve a great village 
school. A thriving primary school is an 
essential part of village life. Would you like 
an opportunity to join our team of 
Governors working to give the children of 
Stonesfield (and some from neighbouring 
villages) the best possible educational 
experience?  

What could be a more important way to 
help the village community? It could also 
bring added interest to village life and give 
you the opportunity to gain experience and 
skills such as running and chairing 
meetings, public relations and business 
planning. We are looking for a range of 
skills and experience, including financial, 
and we are open to discuss any possible 
offers.  

If you are interested, or would like to have 
an informal chat, please email us at: 
office.2353@stonesfield.oxon.sch.uk with 
your name and contact details and we will 
get right back to you.  

Sue Corrigan and Harry Holland, Co-Chairs

We’re going on a bear hunt…
When was the last Stonesfield bear hunt? 
With our third lockdown, sheets of rain, 
flooded fields and home schooling, an 
expedition is required. However, the 
expedition members are not looking 
confident; they can’t see the necessary 
equipment for a bear hunt - the leader only 
has glass jars and a magnifying glass. The 
two five-year olds have a game of naming 
bears but have not yet heard of ‘water 
bears’. The route is down to Stockey 
Bottom; once past the fairy tree, we are 
looking for places that the bears might live. 

Tardigrades (water bears) thrive where 
water collects in gnarled old trees. A 
microcosm develops that is ideal for 
mosses, lichens and liverworts (food for 
bears). Tardigrades are rarely larger than 
1mm, have eight legs with claws and are 
almost indestructible. If they dry out, their 
bodies vitrify forming a glass-like cocoon 
which allows them to exist in suspended 
animation: they can drop their metabolism 
to 0.01% of their normal rate. They can 
withstand temperatures as high as 149 
degrees Celsius and as low as minus 200 
degrees Celsius, and they can survive 
pressure at the bottom of the oceans or 
being taken into low earth orbit. 

Understanding the unseen in our 
environment is increasingly important. Ice 
and snow have delayed the expedition but 
we are ready to set off on the bear hunt! 

John Sampson

Storytelling project for older 
carers
A call-out for interest: Are you (or do you 
know) a carer who is over 60 and living in 
Stonesfield? Would you like the chance to 
find, shape and share stories about your 
life and hear other people’s stories too? If 
so, I’d love to hear from you. I’m applying 
for funding to set up and run this free 
storytelling project in late spring which will 
be hosted by the Stonesfield Players. 
Carers of all kinds are welcome, from 
people who do their neighbour’s shopping 
to those who give round-the-clock care, 
paid or unpaid, as well as people who have 
been carers in the past. 

If you’d like to know a bit more, here is a 
link to the video of my last carers’ 
storytelling project: www.bit.ly/
lockdowncinders. One of the participants 
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said: ‘I thoroughly enjoyed doing the 
project, found the workshops really 
interesting, and actually found it very 
therapeutic to spend time with other carers 
who could relate to the unique challenges 
we faced in lockdown.’ If you think this 
sounds like it might be for you, or you 
know someone who might be interested, 
please get in touch. I’m looking forward to 
hearing from you! 

Georgie Steele (898889)

georgie@thesteeles.org

The Wychwood Project
The Wychwood Project 
(www.wychwoodproject.org) restores 
habitats in the area formerly covered by 
the Wychwood Forest, managing nature 
reserves in Witney, Charlbury, Woodstock 
and Hailey. It also runs events and 
initiatives to help local communities 
engage with nature.  

It has now launched a new collaboration 
with its artists-in-residence, Nimmi 
Naidoo and Flora Gregory, to explore how 
local communities experience the 
Wychwood. They would like to gather 
photos, videos, poems, artworks or 
anything else that people would like to 
share about their favourite places in the 
Wychwood area, to explore how we 
perceive our local environment. 
Contributions will be shared online as well 
as on its Instagram channel 
(@wychwoodproject) with the aim of 
encouraging local audiences to explore new 
places around them and to see familiar 
places with fresh eyes – perhaps 
particularly valuable at present. Whether it 
is a space with wonderful birdsong, that 
one tree you always admire or a path you 
walk along every day, the artists would love 

to see, hear or read of your impressions. 
Please send any contributions to the email 
address below or telephone for further 
information. 

Miranda Davies (07584 262437) 

miranda@wychwoodproject.org.uk

Local history: Heythrop Park
8 miles North of Stonesfield 
Heythrop Park was designed by the 
architect Thomas Archer for Charles 
Talbot, 1st Duke of Shrewsbury. 
Shrewsbury had travelled in Italy on an 
extensive Grand Tour, between 1700 and 
1705. Apparently the duke had already 
decided to build in 1700, before he left for 
Italy, because of his failure to 
buy Cornbury Park. Shrewsbury's 
disappointment supports the enthusiasm 
for classical architecture that he had 
acquired before he left England.  

In Rome, Shrewsbury visited the villa 
of Domenico de' Rossi in 1702, to ‘lay aside 
some prints’ by the architectural engraver 
of the Studio di architettura civile di Roma, 
full of designs by Borromini and Bernini. 
In 1704 Shrewsbury obtained a plan for a 
house from Paolo Falconieri. On his return 
to England, apparently possessing at least 
Rossi's first volume (of 1702), Shrewsbury 
called upon Archer to create a modern 
Italian palazzo set in the Oxfordshire 
countryside. At this time, Archer was one 
of the few English architects to have 
studied in Italy and become conversant 
with the Baroque forms of architecture.  

Archer's design was, as requested, in the 
Italian Baroque style. On the entrance 
facade of eleven bays, the giant order with 
a level balustraded roof is very similar to 
the design which William Talman had 
executed for the Duke the Devonshire at 
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Chatsworth House just a few years earlier. 
Like Chatsworth, Heythrop Park comprises 
two floors linked by the giant order 
standing upon a raised semi-basement. 

Work on the house began in 1706. The 
building contractors were William and 
Francis Smith of Warwick. The stone used 
is Chipping Norton Limestone from local 
quarries. By 1709 the roof was in place and 
by 1713 the house was ready for partial 
occupation, but John Vanbrugh noted in 
April 1716 that it was incomplete, and so it 
was still, on Shrewsbury's death in 1718. 

Heythrop Hall passed through various 
generations of the Talbot family until, in 
1831, a fire swept through the house 
destroying the interiors, many designed 
by James Gibbs, including a quatrefoil hall, 
a feature believed to have been unique in 
England. 

After the fire the house remained derelict 
until sold to the railway contractor Thomas 
Brassey in 1870 as a wedding present for 
his third son Albert Brassey (1840–1918). 
Brassey commissioned the eminent 
architect Alfred Waterhouse to rebuild the 
interior. Waterhouse, a noted Gothic 
Revival architect, in deference to the 
history of the house, worked in a neo-
classical style; his double-height arcaded 
hall being more reminiscent of the Baroque 
of John Vanbrugh than Archer. However, 
Waterhouse did add Gothic motifs to the 
hall's clerestory in the form of stained glass 
windows, by Morris and Co, depicting 
Faith, Hope and Charity. The house 
remained in the possession of the Brassey 
family until 1926. 

Heythrop Hall then became a college for 
the philosophical and theological studies of 
Jesuit scholastics. During this period the 
house was altered and enlarged. In 1926 

two wings were added to the north front 
built of Hornton ironstone from north 
Oxfordshire. Like Chipping Norton 
Limestone it is a Middle Jurassic 
limestone, but its higher ironstone makes 
it much darker and browner than the stone 
used to build the house in the 18th century. 
In 1952, the indoor tennis court was 
converted to a chapel and in 1965, a library 
was added. In 1960, the architectural firm 
of Howell, Killick and Amis created two 
halls of residence in the grounds in a 
contemporary style.  

When in 1970 the Jesuit college moved to 
London as part of the University there, 
the National Westminster Bank group 
bought Heythrop Park and turned the 
house and its precincts into a training and 
conference centre.  

In 2000, Heythrop Park was bought by 
Firoka Ltd with the aim of restoring the 
house to its former glories and establishing 
one of the UK’s leading luxury hotel, golf 
and country clubs. All staterooms and 
bedrooms in the manor house were 
refurbished to form a series of grand 
lounges and meeting rooms, as well as 17 
luxury bedrooms, and a renovation of the 
public areas and 160 further bedrooms. 

In 2009, the Health Club and Spa opened 
alongside the championship 18-hole golf 
course, as part of a £50 million 
redevelopment programme. A year later, 
Oxfordshire’s only Crowne Plaza Hotel 
opened at Heythrop – the first Crowne 
Plaza in the world to be built outside a city 
centre or airport location. 

In 2018 Heythrop Park Resort was 
sold to Warner Leisure Hotels to become 
the 15th property of the hotel chain. 

Paul Bates
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Stonesfield Allotments 
Association
There is a stirring on the allotments – 
shoots have been seen, seeds are ordered 
and plans are being laid for the year ahead. 

Woodstock Road allotments 
Contact: Louise John 
louinpumbro@gmail.com 

Churchfields allotments 
There are currently three names on the 
waiting list at Churchfields. 

Contact: John Sampson 
john.sampson9@btinternet.com 

Stonesfield Gardening Club
The Gardening Club has been dragged 
kicking and screaming into the internet age 
by the pandemic and we held our first ever 
Zoom AGM last month. The event was well 
attended by members and committee and 
the work of the AGM completed. Our 
Treasurer noted that our financial situation 
is sound and that we will not be asking 
existing members for subscriptions this 
year. We have put together a provisional 

calendar, mostly based on postponements 
from 2020, and hope that we can fulfil 
some of these. 

Our new committee is as follows: Wendy 
Gould, Diane Bates, Paul Bates, Suzy 
Boardman, Gaye Olesen, Jill Rowlinson, 
Helen Taylor and Trisha Williams. 

Our meeting this month will be another 
virtual one. On Monday 8 March we have a 
Zoom talk entitled ‘A Life in Plants’ from 
Timothy Walker, who is very experienced 
in online presentations. You never know, 
on the evening he is to speak we may be 
glad that we can stay inside in the warm to 
listen to him! 

All members with internet access will be 
emailed an invitation to the meeting 
beforehand. If there is anyone in the village 
who would like to join in order to take 
advantage of the entertainment, please 
contact me. 

Diane Bates, Secretary 

diane@bateshome.co.uk

www.stonesfieldgardening.info
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Church of England Worship at 
St James the Great, 
Stonesfield
(Benefice of Stonesfield with 
Combe Longa) 
www.stonesfieldparishchurch.org 
For any enquiries or help, including 
pastoral support, arrangements for 
funerals etc, please contact either a 
churchwarden or the Area Dean: 

Churchwardens: Lindsey Sellar and Rachel 
Severn 
stonesfield@stonesfieldparishchurch.org 

Area Dean: The Revd Jeremy Auld, Rector 
of Woodstock and Bladon (810749)  
www.woodstockandbladon.com 

Parish letter 
Easter is now only a few weeks away, 
falling at the beginning of April this year. 
This milestone, marking an end to winter 
hardships and the arrival of spring, with 
hope and new life, is eagerly anticipated by 
us all.   

As we prepare for Easter, Lent offers a 
chance to reflect back and think forward.  
This might be in the context of the 
pandemic, as well as looking ahead to 
brighter times and the resurrection hope of 
Easter Day.   

One resource to provide a framework for 
reflection during Lent is a series of articles 
provided by the organisation, Roots. Their 
publication ‘Here – and there’ considers 
the global pandemic in the context of 
Jesus’ journey to the cross, through six 

themes: healing presence, provision, 
isolation, living with tension, anguish and 
hope. Do take a look at this excellent 
resource: www.rootsontheweb.com/i-am-
looking-for/resources-for-lent-2021. 

Services restart on Sunday 7 March – it 
will be so good to meet together again and 
you would be most welcome to join us. 
Sunday 14 March is a special service for 
Mothering Sunday, 28 March will mark 
Palm Sunday (with reading of the complete 
Passion story), and then Easter Day is 4 
April. We also look forward to welcoming 
our new Rector, Revd Ralph Williamson, 
on Saturday 1 May. 

Sunday 7 March: Lent 3 
9.30am Combe Parish Communion 
11am Stonesfield Parish Communion 
Sunday 14 March: Mothering Sunday 
9.30am Combe All Age Worship  
11am Stonesfield All Age Worship 
Sunday 21 March: Lent 5 
9.30am Combe Parish Communion  
11am Stonesfield Parish Communion  
Sunday 28 March: Palm Sunday 
9.30am   Combe  Parish Communion  
11am Stonesfield  Parish Communion  
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Roman Catholic Worship
Message of His Holiness Pope Francis for 
Lent 2021 (edited) 

‘Behold, we are going up to 
Jerusalem’ (Mt 20:18)  

Lent: a time for renewing faith, hope and 
love 

In his recent Lenten message Pope Francis 
reminds us of the greater purpose of Lent: 
that ‘Jesus revealed to his disciples the 
deepest meaning of his mission when he 
told them of his passion, death and 
resurrection, in fulfilment of the Father’s 
will. He then called the disciples to share 
in this mission for the salvation of the 
world.’ 

Rather than see Lent as a dreary time of 
denial and abstinence, Pope Francis 
suggests that Lent offers us a chance to 
show love and care: ‘Fasting, prayer and 
almsgiving, as preached by Jesus (cf. Mt 
6:1-18), enable and express our 
conversion. The path of poverty and self-
denial (fasting), concern and loving care 
for the poor (almsgiving), and childlike 
dialogue with the Father (prayer) make it 
possible for us to live lives of sincere faith, 
living hope and effective charity’.  

Pope Francis further indicates that Lent 
allows us to enter into a dialogue with God 
by opening our heart with candour and 
sincerity: ‘In this Lenten season, accepting 
and living the truth revealed in Christ 
means, first of all, opening our hearts to 
God’s word, which the Church passes on 
from generation to generation. This truth 
is not an abstract concept reserved for a 
chosen intelligent few. Instead, it is a 
message that all of us can receive and 
understand thanks to the wisdom of a 
heart open to the grandeur of God, who 

loves us even before we are aware of it. 
Christ himself is this truth. By taking on 
our humanity, even to its very limits, he 
has made himself the way - demanding, 
yet open to all - that leads to the fullness of 
life.’ 

The Pope reminds us to be hopeful, even in 
these dark times, as we may seek our God 
as a path to light: ‘In these times of trouble, 
when everything seems fragile and 
uncertain, it may appear challenging to 
speak of hope. Yet Lent is precisely the 
season of hope, when we turn back to God 
who patiently continues to care for his 
creation which we have often mistreated 
(cf. Laudato Si’, 32-33; 43-44). Saint Paul 
urges us to place our hope in 
reconciliation: “Be reconciled to God” (2 
Cor 5:20). By receiving forgiveness in the 
sacrament that lies at the heart of our 
process of conversion, we in turn can 
spread forgiveness to others. Having 
received forgiveness ourselves, we can 
offer it through our willingness to enter 
into attentive dialogue with others and to 
give comfort to those experiencing sorrow 
and pain. God’s forgiveness, offered also 
through our words and actions, enables us 
to experience an Easter of fraternity’. 

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 11 November 2020, 
the Memorial of Saint Martin of Tours

Franciscus

Holy Mass during lockdown 3 

Sunday Masses are suspended during the 
current lockdown (Jan 2021) 

Mass times during Lent: 

Weekday Mass during Lent in St Teresa’s: 
Monday-Friday 9.30am and Wednesday at 
7pm followed by exposition/benediction. 
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Stations of the Cross after the Friday Mass 
at 9.30am. 

No need to book – all welcome; social 
distancing is strictly enforced. 
www.stteresaschurch-charlbury.com/
2015/02/09/welcome-to-the-website-for-
st-teresas-roman-catholic-church-
charlbury/ 

Confession by arrangement with Fr. Clive 
as below. 

Prayers of spiritual communion:  

O my divine Jesus, how great is my desire 
to receive your sacred body! Oh, come 
now into my soul, at least, by a spiritual 
communion! O Jesus, my divine Saviour, 
save me. O my God, hiding myself with a 
humble confidence in your dear wounds, I 
give up my soul into your divine hands. 
Oh, receive it into the bosom of your 
mercy. Amen. 

Fr Tony Joyce can be contacted 
at: holytrinityrcchippy@gmail.com or 
01608 642703. 

For Parish updates, any further 
information and further support:  
wwww.stteresaschurch-charlbury.com/ or 
contact Fr. Clive Dytor at: 
chair.stteresaschurchcharlbury@ 
gmail.com 

Roman Catholic Community in Stonesfield 

Stonesfield Methodist Church
World Day of Prayer: Vanuatu, South 
Pacific Ocean: Friday 5 March 2021 

Each year millions of people across the 
globe take part in a World Day of Prayer 
service on the first Friday of March. The 
2021 service at this Church is presently 
planned for the autumn when, all being 
well, it can go ahead safely. World Day of 
Prayer is an international inter-church 
organisation which enables us to hear the 
thoughts of women from all parts of the 
world, their hopes, concerns and prayers. 

This year the women of Vanuatu have 
prepared a beautiful service, the theme of 
which urges us to ‘build on a strong 
foundation’ and to live in unity, love and 
peace. Many services this year will not go 
ahead in the normal way due to Covid-19 
but we can still celebrate with the people of 
Vanuatu, uniting with them in thoughts 
and prayers. 

WDP makes amazing grants each year to 
support charities worldwide; if you wish to 
make a donation, please send it to WDP. 
Further information is available on the 
website (www.wwdp.org.uk) together with 
details of the service and arrangements for 
the weekly Sunday Circuit Zoom Services 
which will continue until services resume 
in Church. 

‘Unless the Lord builds the house, those 
that build it labour in vain. Unless the 
Lord builds the city, the guard keeps 
watch in vain.’ Psalm 127:1. The opening 
verse chosen by the women of Vanuatu.  

Kathleen Albért (891733)
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D. J.  R.  MILES 
BATHROOM, PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEERS LTD 

(Company number 4633496) 

Winner of the:  
Worcester Bosch environment 2007 installer of the year for sustainable heating and hot water systems 

• WAI Worcester Bosch accredited installer 
• Gas safe register engineer: registration: 37123 

• Oftec oil fired engineer: registration: C4970/101/105e/600a 
• Unvented hot water registered engineer 

• Greenskies solar panel registered engineer 
• Ground Source heat pump engineer 

• Air to water source heat pump engineer 
• Green Source air to air engineer 

• Underfloor heating engineer 
• 6084 city and guilds energy efficient domestic heating registered engineer 

• Part P electrical engineer 
• All types of central heating services, new energy efficient installations and design service 

• All types of bathroom installations and design service 

Address: Polperro, The Ridings, Stonesfield, Witney, Oxon OX29 8EA 
Telephone: 01993 891904/01993 891314   Mobile: 07860 142230 

www.plumbingandheating4oxfordshire.co.uk 
E-mail djrmbpheltd@yahoo.co.uk   www.worcester-bosch.co.uk

A. L. SOLE & SON 
Funeral Directors 

Bidston Close, Over Norton, 
Chipping Norton, ox7 5pp 

A professionally qualified 
Funeral Director providing 

a dignified and personal 
service at any hour. 

Private Chapels of Rest 
in a peaceful garden setting. 

 
Tel. 01608 644112
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c h a m b e r s
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WILLS ~ PROBATE ~ POWERS OF ATTORNEY 

INHERITANCE TAX PLANNING 

Tel. 01993 811 792 
Email info@woodstocklaw.co.uk    

Woodstock Solicitors - 1st Floor - 32 New Road - Woodstock - OX20 1PB�

 
 
 

Suriya Express 
& Post Office 

1 Pendle Court, Pond Hill, Stonesfield 
Tel/Fax 01993 898379 

Bread & Pastries 
Fine range of Groceries 

Fruit & Vegetables 
Beers, Wines & Spirits 

New range of Organic Products 
Dry Cleaning 

Opening hours: 
Monday to Friday 7am–8pm 

Saturday and Sunday 8am–8pm* 
Bank Holidays 8am–8pm* 

*P.O. closed on Sundays & on Bank Holidays
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PAINT TECH 

Mobile automotive re-finishing 

Painted bumpers, alloy wheels, 
paintless dent removal, screen repairs, 

interior trim and seat repairs 

Full body shop facilities 

David Lee 07831 193999 7am–6pm 

Established 1991

RuraScape 
Landscaping & gardens 

- Patios 
- Turfing 
- Fencing 

- Lawns & grassland 
- Hedge management 

- Garden/scrubland clearance 
Tel 01993 898733 or 07811 598958 

Email rurascape@hotmail.com

A C E          Car Repairs and Servicing 

01993 700041 
 

SERVICING, BRAKES, CLUTCHES, AIR CONDITIONING, EXHAUSTS, 

DIAGNOSTICS, MOT’S PREPARED AND ARRANGED 

 
Alan Claridge Engineering is a garage in Witney that has been repairing 
cars for over 30 years. I now live in Stonesfield and will collect your car 
from your house and deliver it back free of charge. I service and repair all 

makes of car so please call me to arrange an appointment.

Dog-walking service  
Do you work long hours and feel that your 

dog is not getting the attention and exercise 
that it needs? I run a dog-walking service 
for Stonesfield and surrounding areas. I 

have public liability insurance for peace of 
mind. Please feel free to call for a quote. 

Katrina 01993 891131 / 07824357690  
katrinamoss1979@icloud.com
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P. Fletcher 
Painting, Decorating 

& Wallpapering 
Forty years’ + experience 

Tel. 01993 891207 
or mobile 07884 430300

 
YOUR LOCAL 

STOCKISTS & INSTALLERS OF

GARAGE DOORS 
&

REMOTE OPERATORS

GARAGE DOOR REPAIRS & SPARES

LOCAL RESIDENTS –10% DISCOUNT ON
STOCKED DOORS

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
 01993 778836 / 01865 246444

MANY WORKING DOORS & OPERATORS 
ON DISPLAY AT:

SHOWROOM:
UNIT 24, AVENUE ONE, STATION LANE, 

WITNEY, OXON, OX28 4XZ

!!!"#$%$#&'((%)"(%#

 

   
! WIDE RANGE OF FABRICS  
 

! TRACKS AND POLES 
 

! FREE FITTING  
 
     

    
 

COMPLETE SERVICE DIRECT TO YOU AT HOME   

 

   BLINDS AND CURTAINS 
 

                            Made  to Measure  Made  to Measure  Made  to Measure  Made  to Measure      
    

www.windowdesign.co 

            PHONE  
01993 870606 
 
 FOR A FREE CONSULTATION 
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VEHICLE TECH 
Mobile mechanic servicing, repairs, diagnostics 

& MOTs prepared and arranged 
for all makes & models 

Friendly & reliable service at competitive rates,  
19 years experience & based in Stonesfield 

Call Rob on 01608 646100 or 07791 755771 
Email: vehicletech3@gmail.com

 
 
 
 
 
 

Plumbing & Heating 
Domestic & Commercial 

Gas Specialist 
 

John Harvey 
07515 284286 
jh.plumbing@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 

Acupuncture for stress reduction, 
pain relief, arthritis, migraine, fatigue, 

hormone imbalance, and more.
$SSRLQWPHQWV�DYDLODEOH�DW�P\�6WRQHV¿HOG�

clinic or in your own home. 
7R�¿QG�RXW�PRUH�RU�DUUDQJH�DQ�LQLWLDO�

consultation please contact me on 01993 
898102 / 07791 278618 

PDHYH#PDHYHRGRQQHOODFXSXQFWXUH�FR�XN
or visit 

ZZZ�PDHYHRGRQQHOODFXSXQFWXUH�FR�XN
�������#�PDHYHRGRQQHOODFXSXQFWXUH

!"#$%&'()*")$
Member of the  

Chartered Institute of Building 
!

General property  
maintenance and  
high quality DIY 

 
General repairs 

All carpentry - Decorating 
Minor plumbing 

 
Prompt, reliable and 
recommended service 

No job too small 
 

Tel: 07876-275300 
robatkinson.ajdw@gmail.com 
 

“A job done well” 

!

 
 
 
 
 

ROOFIX 

All aspects of roof work undertaken  

Slates • Tiles • Flat roofs 
Chimneys • Valleys • Leadwork 

Moss clearance 
UPVC!fascias • Soffits • Gutters 

Advice and estimates free 

Freephone 
0800 955 5063 

Mobile 
07817 792194
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WILLS ~ PROBATE ~ POWERS OF ATTORNEY 

INHERITANCE TAX PLANNING 

Tel. 01993 811 792 
Email info@woodstocklaw.co.uk    

Woodstock Solicitors - 1st Floor - 32 New Road - Woodstock - OX20 1PB�

 
 
 

Suriya Express 
& Post Office 

1 Pendle Court, Pond Hill, Stonesfield 
Tel/Fax 01993 898379 

Bread & Pastries 
Fine range of Groceries 

Fruit & Vegetables 
Beers, Wines & Spirits 

New range of Organic Products 
Dry Cleaning 

Opening hours: 
Monday to Friday 7am–8pm 

Saturday and Sunday 8am–8pm* 
Bank Holidays 8am–8pm* 

*P.O. closed on Sundays & on Bank Holidays
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Call: 07766 252548 or 01993 222444 
Email: quotes@oxelec.co.uk 

Web: www.OxElec.co.uk 

Test & Inspections ● Landlord Certificates 
Full & Partial Rewires ● New Builds & Extensions 

Fault Finding ● Security Lighting 
New Consumer Units ● Additions & Alterations 
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Hedges Decorating and Property Maintenance 
‘No job too small’ 
Daniel Hedges 

Painting and Decorating 
Garden and Property Maintenance 

Fencing and Repairs 
Demolition and Removal 

Small Carpentry Work 
Mobile: 07957 437347 

Email: Danielhedges98@gmail.com

Sewing & Altera!ons 
 . . . to make that garment fit you! 

Fi!ngs, hem levels, and a varied range of 
altera"on and sewing work carried out. 

Dresses, Skirts, Tops, Shirts, Jackets, 
Trousers, Curtains, Cushions and beyond! 

Louise Evere"#Brown 
lou.smiley1@b"nternet.com 

01993 813873

FoSL: Friends of Stones!ield Library Open to anyone who wants to help keep our village library open. We have been providing voluntary cover for half of the existing  library hours (about 6 hours a week) since the library service was cut back. For further details, or to join us, please contact Tony Scott on 01993 891380, tonyandrachel.scott@virgin.net

 
 
 
 
 

Good Gourmet 
 

Upcoming events at our pop-up restaurant 

6 Sept 3-course Bistro – £30 
11 Sept Mid-Week Simple Supper – £20 

27 Sept 3-course Bistro North Africa – £30 
23 Oct Mid -Week Simple Supper – £20 

2 Nov 3-course Bistro – £30 

BYO 

See our website calendar for menus and  
details of our new Midweek suppers 

Visit www.goodgourmet.co.uk to see menus 
and make a booking or call 01993 898614

GOURMET
ood

bistro - style - catering

Salon Privé Classic 
& Supercar

8th September

Maurizio Cattelan 
at Blenheim Palace

12th September - 27th October

SsangYong 
Blenheim Palace Horse Trials

19th - 22nd September

!is September visit...

blenheimpalace.com
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TEL    01993 883880 
MOB  07795 957988

• Extra lights, sockets

• Replacement fuseboxes fitted

• Full or part rewire, extensions 

• Landlord & homebuyers inspections

• Friendly, local and reliable

• Quick response, free quotes & fully insured

TEL    01993 883880 
MOB  07795 957988

www.andrewboothelectrician.co.uk

• Extra lights, sockets

• Replacement fuseboxes fitted

• Full or part rewire, extensions & loft conversions

• Landlord & homebuyers inspections

• Friendly, local and reliable

• Quick response, free quotes & fully insured

www.andrewboothelectrician.co.uk
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Jacqu 
 

jacquel 

 

 
 

Virtual Office Guardian
Business Support Services

All office, organisational and 
paperwork functions untertaken 

 
jacquelinecarthew@gmail.com 

Plumbing, Heating, Bathroom 
Refurbishments/Installations, Tiling 

01993 252643 or 07515 284286 
jh.plumbing@hotmail.co.uk

Tel: 01993 891381     
Mob: 07971018279 

Email: info@tvtreecare.co.uk
www.tvtreecare.co.uk

THAMES VALLEY 
TREE CARE  LTD

A Stonesfield based company  
providing a professional and reliable 
service in all aspects of tree surgery 

and hedge management

FREE no obligation quote

 
PET 

SITTING 
 

Do you go on holiday and worry about your pets?  
I am a pet lover and I am offering to look after 

your animals (feeding, playing, etc.) after school/ 
weekends/school holidays. I also ride ponies, 

water plants and can supply a reference from my 
cat sitting job. Rates negotiable. 

Please call 01993 898620 and ask for Tara Taylor.

  

   
 

 

͙�the perfect 
Cotswold 
hideaway 
 

Located in the beautiful village of Ramsden 

Ideal holiday home for when family or friends 
come visiting 

Sleeps 4 with parking  
Cot and highchair available 

For more details and how to book:  
07305 816115 
info@gablecottagecotswolds.co.uk 
www.gablecottagecotswolds.co.uk 

!

!

!

!

!

!!!!!"#$%#&'()*+,--.'/0).'
'''123&345'3&'1607(/879':&*';<=>?9'

!
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  Book now for a virtual showroom appointment! 
  

 
 

 S  V  C   H    
 

C  S   M    F  
 
     

WINDOW DESIGN 
 

 BLINDS AND CURTAINS 
 

. .  

              
01993 870606 
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 M J Fyson BA BA VetMB MRCVS                                                                                                                       
Wroslyn Road                                           
Freeland 
Nr. Witney 
Oxon OX29 8AQ 
E-Mail:coachhousevet@outlook.com 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We are a traditional independent small animal 

        Veterinary Clinic 
 

x Opening hours: Mon-Fri 08:00-18:30 and Sat 09:00-12:00 
x Consultations by appointment only: - 

      Mon-Thurs 09.00-10.30 and 16.30-18.00 
      Fri-Sat 09:00-10:30 

x Friendly personal service for dogs, cats and small furries 
x Stockists of Symply and Canagan pet foods 
x New clients always welcome  
x Follow us on Facebook: Coach House Veterinary Clinic 

 

01993 880551 
www.coachhousevetsclinic.co.uk 

 

Market St ~ Charlbury ~ OX7 3PL ~ 01608 811805 
www.cotswoldframes.co.uk  
 info@cotswoldframes.co.uk 

 

Not just for Christmas...  
What will you discover ? 

 

Stan Johnston Painter and 
Decorator 

With over 35 years experience in the 
trade. 

 sjohnstonpaint@outlook.com 

07968 865251 or 01993 898730 
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Broadband and Wireless.  Installation and Training. 
Problem solving.   Jargon-free advice.    Upgrades.    

Digital Photos.    Virus Protection and Removal. 

 

 
Call or email me, Len Kehoe 
 

- Computer Science graduate 
with over 30 years experience 

phone:  01993 810125 

mobile:  07944 877437 

email:     thepcbuddy@gmail.com 

web:       www.thepcbuddy.co.uk 

Andrew A. Adams FCCA 
Chartered Certified Accountant 

Quality personal service for your  
Accounting, Taxation and Business needs 

Competitive fees agreed in advance 
Free initial meeting 

Telephone: 07790 854574 
01993 891280 

Email: aaadams@TalkTalk.net

!"#$%&'()*")$
Member of the  

Chartered Institute of Building 
!

General property  
maintenance and  
high quality DIY 

 
General repairs 

All carpentry - Decorating 
Minor plumbing 

 
Prompt, reliable and 
recommended service 

No job too small 
 

Tel: 07876-275300 
robatkinson.ajdw@gmail.com 
 

“A job done well” 

!

Roberts Garden Machinery Ltd 
·Professional servicing and repairs of 

most makes of garden machinery 

·New & second-hand machinery supplied 

·Collection & delivery by arrangement 

18 years’ experience with LAWNMOWER SALES & SERVICE 

Open 8–5 Monday–Friday, 8–12 Saturday 

Unit H5, New Yatt Business Centre, New Yatt, OX29 6TJ 

Tel: 01993 881320 or email: robert.milloini@ btinternet.com
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Fixed priced repairs to 

include electrical  
safety test 

 

Electric cooker 
connections both 

freestanding 
and built-in 

 

BS7671 accredited 
 

Full public liability cover 
 

Same day, evening & 
weekend appointments 

normally available 

 
Domestic  

Appliance Repairs 
 
WASHING MACHINES 

REFRIGERATION 
ELECTRIC COOKERS 

TUMBLE DRYERS 
DISHWASHERS 

 
Professional 

Descaler Available 

 
Call Andrew 

01993 
891339 

 
or  

Mobile 
07989 945971 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WITNEY WELDING 
 

Architectural, Construction, 
Agricultural and Equestrian 
Steel Fabricating Services 

 
We can also provide a full welding 

service in Steel, Stainless Steel, 
Aluminium and Titanium, including 

repairs to Steel, Aluminium 
and Iron castings 

 
For a free no obligation quote, 

contact Peter on: 

Tel: 01993 891198 
Mobile: 07751 678412 

Email: Witneywelding@hotmail.com 

Unit A, Farley Lane, Stonesfield, 
Oxfordshire, OX29 8HB

PELLMANS 
Solicitors 

• Business, Agricultural and Employment 
Law 
Contracts, Legal Compliance & Disputes 

• Property 
Buying & Selling Homes, Commercial 
& Agricultural 

• Wills, Probate and Trusts 
Tax Planning, Las!ng Powers of A"orney 
& Elderly Client Advice 

01865 884400 
www.pellmans.co.uk 

1 Abbey Street, Eynsham, Oxford OX29 4TB 

Home visits and evening appointments available
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D. J.  R.  MILES 
BATHROOM, PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEERS LTD 

(Company number 4633496) 

Winner of the:  
Worcester Bosch environment 2007 installer of the year for sustainable heating and hot water systems 

• WAI Worcester Bosch accredited installer 
• Gas safe register engineer: registration: 37123 

• Oftec oil fired engineer: registration: C4970/101/105e/600a 
• Unvented hot water registered engineer 

• Greenskies solar panel registered engineer 
• Ground Source heat pump engineer 

• Air to water source heat pump engineer 
• Green Source air to air engineer 

• Underfloor heating engineer 
• 6084 city and guilds energy efficient domestic heating registered engineer 

• Part P electrical engineer 
• All types of central heating services, new energy efficient installations and design service 

• All types of bathroom installations and design service 

Address: Polperro, The Ridings, Stonesfield, Witney, Oxon OX29 8EA 
Telephone: 01993 891904/01993 891314   Mobile: 07860 142230 

www.plumbingandheating4oxfordshire.co.uk 
E-mail djrmbpheltd@yahoo.co.uk   www.worcester-bosch.co.uk

A. L. SOLE & SON 
Funeral Directors 

Bidston Close, Over Norton, 
Chipping Norton, ox7 5pp 

A professionally qualified 
Funeral Director providing 

a dignified and personal 
service at any hour. 

Private Chapels of Rest 
in a peaceful garden setting. 

 
Tel. 01608 644112
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Bespoke, handmade curtains,
blinds and soft furnishings

Friendly and professional 
service 

Free, no obligation 
consultations 

Tel. 07880 880314 

info@kingfishersoftfurnishings.co.uk 

www.kingfishersoftfurnishings.co.uk

SC
Salon Copenhagen

3 Pendle Court, Pond Hill, Stonesfield, Oxon, OX29 8PZ
Telephone 01993 891101

Unisex hairdressing salon for ladies, gentlemen and children.
All aspects of hairdressing undertaken by our professionally

trained stylists, Sally and Donna. 
We also offer earpiercing and our nail bar is open for OPI

manicures, pedicures and Gelish Polish.
Find us on Facebook. Open Tuesday to Saturday.

Salon Copenhagen
is now offering beauty treatments 

Eyebrow Shaping 
Eyelash and Eyebrow Tinting

Facial Threading 
Facial Waxing
LVL Lash Lift

Manicures and Pedicures using OPI
Polish or Shellac

Quick Dip Manicures
Make Up Application 

Coming Soon . . .
Massages

Facials using Dermalogica 
Body Waxing 

Sienna X Spray Tanning 
Please call 07810 301087 to book
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SC
Salon Copenhagen 

3 Pendle Court, Pond Hill, Stonesfield, Oxon, OX29 8PZ 
Tel. 01993 891101 

Unisex hairdressing salon for ladies, gentlemen and children. 

Challenge 
the Winter Greys!

Friendly Art 
and Drawing Classes in: 

Stonesfield, St James’ Centre, 
Mondays, from 6 Jan, 1.30 to 4 pm 

Finstock, Village Hall, 
Tuesdays, from 7 Jan, 2 to 4.30 pm 

Combe, Reading Room, 
Fridays, from 10 Jan,
10 am to 12.30 pm

Cost for 6 weeks is £95

To find out more,
please contact Gabriele 

at gabrielekern31@gmail com

$OO�DVSHFWV�RI�KDLUGUHVVLQJ�XQGHUWDNHQ�E\�RXU�SURIHVVLRQDOO\�
WUDLQHG�VW\OLVWV�

:H�DOVR�RIIHU�HDUSLHUFLQJ��

2SHQ�7XHVGD\�WR�6DWXUGD\�
)LQG�XV�RQ�)DFHERRN��
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Fixed priced repairs to 

include electrical  
safety test 

 

Electric cooker 
connections both 

freestanding 
and built-in 

 

BS7671 accredited 
 

Full public liability cover 
 

Same day, evening & 
weekend appointments 

normally available 

 
Domestic  

Appliance Repairs 
 
WASHING MACHINES 

REFRIGERATION 
ELECTRIC COOKERS 

TUMBLE DRYERS 
DISHWASHERS 

 
Professional 

Descaler Available 

 
Call Andrew 

01993 
891339 

 
or  

Mobile 
07989 945971 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Andrew A. Adams FCCA 
Chartered Certified Accountant 

Quality personal service for your  
Accounting, Taxation and Business needs 

Competitive fees agreed in advance 
Free initial meeting 

Telephone: 07790 854574 
01993 891280 

Email: aaadams@TalkTalk.net
 

Crumbling plaster? 
Fear not 

35 years experience  
Patching, re-skim, renovations 

No job too small 
 

Call Pat Hunt for free quotation 
 

01993 891412 or 07583 023843 
plhunt93@gmail.com 
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Broadband and Wireless.  Installation and Training. 
Problem solving.   Jargon-free advice.    Upgrades.    

Digital Photos.    Virus Protection and Removal. 

 

 
Call or email me, Len Kehoe 
 

- Computer Science graduate 
with over 30 years experience 

phone:  01993 810125 

mobile:  07944 877437 

email:     thepcbuddy@gmail.com 

web:       www.thepcbuddy.co.uk 

Andrew A. Adams FCCA 
Chartered Certified Accountant 

Quality personal service for your  
Accounting, Taxation and Business needs 

Competitive fees agreed in advance 
Free initial meeting 

Telephone: 07790 854574 
01993 891280 

Email: aaadams@TalkTalk.net

!"#$%&'()*")$
Member of the  

Chartered Institute of Building 
!

General property  
maintenance and  
high quality DIY 

 
General repairs 

All carpentry - Decorating 
Minor plumbing 

 
Prompt, reliable and 
recommended service 

No job too small 
 

Tel: 07876-275300 
robatkinson.ajdw@gmail.com 
 

“A job done well” 

!

Roberts Garden Machinery Ltd 
·Professional servicing and repairs of 

most makes of garden machinery 

·New & second-hand machinery supplied 

·Collection & delivery by arrangement 

18 years’ experience with LAWNMOWER SALES & SERVICE 

Open 8–5 Monday–Friday, 8–12 Saturday 

Unit H5, New Yatt Business Centre, New Yatt, OX29 6TJ 

Tel: 01993 881320 or email: robert.milloini@ btinternet.com

Slate SEP 19.qxp_SLATE MASTER v3.3  22/08/2019  08:04  Page 31

07766 743081

• Airports & Stations
• Hospitals & Schools
• Theatres & Restaurants

• Day trips & tours
• Weddings & Proms
• Shopping trips

Our friendly team includes female drivers

WOODSTOCK TAXI SERVICE

www.townhousewoodstock.co.uk



March 2021  Stonesfield Slate 31                                                                                                        33                                  Stonesfield Slate September 2019

PAINT TECH 

Mobile automotive re-finishing 

Painted bumpers, alloy wheels, 
paintless dent removal, screen repairs, 

interior trim and seat repairs 

Full body shop facilities 

David Lee 07831 193999 7am–6pm 

Established 1991

RuraScape 
Landscaping & gardens 

- Patios 
- Turfing 
- Fencing 

- Lawns & grassland 
- Hedge management 

- Garden/scrubland clearance 
Tel 01993 898733 or 07811 598958 

Email rurascape@hotmail.com

A C E          Car Repairs and Servicing 

01993 700041 
 

SERVICING, BRAKES, CLUTCHES, AIR CONDITIONING, EXHAUSTS, 

DIAGNOSTICS, MOT’S PREPARED AND ARRANGED 

 
Alan Claridge Engineering is a garage in Witney that has been repairing 
cars for over 30 years. I now live in Stonesfield and will collect your car 
from your house and deliver it back free of charge. I service and repair all 

makes of car so please call me to arrange an appointment.

Dog-walking service  
Do you work long hours and feel that your 

dog is not getting the attention and exercise 
that it needs? I run a dog-walking service 
for Stonesfield and surrounding areas. I 

have public liability insurance for peace of 
mind. Please feel free to call for a quote. 

Katrina 01993 891131 / 07824357690  
katrinamoss1979@icloud.com
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m i k e
c h a m b e r s

p a i n t i n g  &  d e c o r a t i n g
i n t e r i o r  &  e x t e r i o r

g e n e r a l
p r o p e r t y  m a i n t e n a n c e

f r i e n d l y  s e r v i c e ,
f u l l y  i n s u r e d

y o u r  D I Y  d o n e  f o r  y o u !
 

0  7  9  7  3   6  2  4  7  9  7
e m a i l : m i k e @ m i c h a e l - c h a m b e r s . c o .u k

w w w .m i c h a e l - c h a m b e r s . c o .u k

 
 

      
 
 

Tracey Keeling   

Personal Trainer 
The Older Adult Training Specialist 
 
Any age is the right age to exercise. 

(Face to face or on-line) 
 

07977 228756 
www.hardenhealthandfitness.co.uk 
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P. Fletcher 
Painting, Decorating

& Wallpapering 
Forty years’ + experience

Tel. 01993 891207
or mobile 07884 430300

YOUR LOCAL 

STOCKISTS & INSTALLERS OF

GARAGE DOORS 
&

REMOTE OPERATORS

GARAGE DOOR REPAIRS & SPARES

LOCAL RESIDENTS –10% DISCOUNT ON
STOCKED DOORS

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
 01993 778836 / 01865 246444

MANY WORKING DOORS & OPERATORS 
ON DISPLAY AT:

SHOWROOM:
UNIT 24, AVENUE ONE, STATION LANE, 

WITNEY, OXON, OX28 4XZ

!!!"#$%$#&'((%)"(%#

! WIDE RANGE OF FABRICS

! TRACKS AND POLES

! FREE FITTING

COMPLETE SERVICE DIRECT TO YOU AT HOME  

BLINDS AND CURTAINS 
Made  to Measure  Made  to Measure  Made  to Measure  Made  to Measure      

www.windowdesign.co 

PHONE 
01993 870606 
FOR A FREE CONSULTATION
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Jerrams Brothers Funeral Directors 
33 High Street 

Woodstock OX20 1TE 
(01993) 811491 

 
• Private Chapel of Rest 

• 24-hour personal family service 
• Pre-paid funeral plans 

 
As the third generation of a funeral-directing family, Nicholas and 
Benjamin Tonks believe that at the time of bereavement, compassion 

and the families’ wishes are paramount. In partnership with the Church 
and community we endeavour to give the bereaved as much care and 

support as possible.

Painting, Decorating & 
Tiling With Care 

* 
Local & Reliable Tradesman 

House & Home Services 
* 

INTERIOR DECORATING 
TILING – ALL TYPES 

HOME MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 
PERIOD PROPERTY EXPERIENCE 

FULLY INSURED 
* 

Richard Buck 
Elbie House East End 
Tel: 01993 880166 
Mob: 07791 046583

   
 
 

STEPHEN J. WILEY 
ELECTRICIAN 

Additions · Alterations · Rewiring 
Surveys · Security Lighting 

Cookers · Showers 
Telephone Points 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Tel (01993) 882778/881409 
90 Main Road, Long Hanborough, Witney, OX29 8JY 

Stephen.Wiley@btconnect.com

 
 
 
 
 

Lighting Your Way Into The Future
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SC
Salon Copenhagen 

3 Pendle Court, Pond Hill, Stonesfield, Oxon, OX29 8PZ. 
Telephone 01993 891101 

 
Unisex hairdressing salon for ladies, gentlemen and children. 
All aspects of hairdressing undertaken by our professionally 

trained stylists, Sally, Cheryl and Donna.  
We also offer earpiercing and our nail bar is open for OPI 

manicures, pedicures and Gelish Polish. 
Find us on Facebook. Open Tuesday to Saturday.

!"#$%&'(%%)*+,'''

!"#$%&'()*#'+&"#'
!-%'.)/%"'0/1)2'!"#*+*+,'34%$*#)*52'
)
!"#$%&'()*+(#%,"(-".#/-%"01(2/0*&'"01(
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Bespoke, handmade curtains, 
blinds and soft furnishings 

 
Friendly and professional 

service 
 

Free, no obligation 
consultations 

 
Tel. 07880 880314 

 
info@kingfishersoftfurnishings.co.uk 

 
www.kingfishersoftfurnishings.co.uk 
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 Hypnotherapy 

 
For help with anxiety, stress, 
pain control, insomnia, phobias, 
unwanted habits, confidence and 
self-esteem, exam and interview 
nerves.

Contact: Linda Flanigan  
Clinical Hypnotherapist 
GHR Registered & Member (Lic.) of National 
Council for Hypnotherapy 
 
Tel: 07866 360359 
Email: linda@lfhypnotherapy.co.uk 
www.lfhypnotherapy.co.uk 

 

MICHAEL PRICE & SON 
PLASTERING 

 

58 Ticknell Piece Road 
Charlbury, OX7 3TW 

 
Tel 01608 811642 

Mobile 07710 170049 
 

27 Stonesfield Slate September 2019

GEOFF BOOTH 
Landscaping · Paving · Walling 
Driveways · Fencing · ;kb\dwork 

Building maintenance 
@Zk]^g�fZbgm^gZg\^

Free quotations 
Tel: 01993 891945 

Mob: 07710 628248 
Email: geoffboothlandscaping@hotmail.com

Tel: 0845 458 2980 
Mobile: 07976 261850 

Email: info@townandcountrytrees.co.uk
www.townandcountrytrees.co.uk

A tree surgery company with 
the integrity you can trust.

MICHAEL PRICE & SON
PLASTERING 

For all your internal plastering 
tel 07710 170049 or 01608 811642 

mickeyprice525@gmail.com 

58 Ticknell Piece Road,  
Charlbury, Oxon, OX7 3TW
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Hypnotherapy 

For help with anxiety, stress, 
pain control, insomnia, phobias,
unwanted habits, confidence
and self-esteem, exam and
interview nerves.

Contact: Linda Flanigan 
Clinical Hypnotherapist
GHR Registered & Member (Lic.) of National 
Council for Hypnotherapy

Tel: 07866 360359 
Email: linda@lfhypnotherapy.co.uk 
www.lfhypnotherapy.co.uk 

Acupuncture for stress reduction, 
pain relief, arthritis, migraine, fatigue, 

hormone imbalance, and more.
$SSRLQWPHQWV�DYDLODEOH�DW�P\�6WRQHV¿HOG�

clinic or in your own home. 
7R�¿QG�RXW�PRUH�RU�DUUDQJH�DQ�LQLWLDO�

consultation please contact me on 01993 
898102 / 07791 278618 

PDHYH#PDHYHRGRQQHOODFXSXQFWXUH�FR�XN
or visit 

ZZZ�PDHYHRGRQQHOODFXSXQFWXUH�FR�XN
�������#�PDHYHRGRQQHOODFXSXQFWXUH

Imag ine Life!
if you had your own…!

Gardener!
Decorator!
Babysitter!

De-clutterer!
I can help you clear your clutter, 
weed out your wardrobe and find 

new homes for your unwanted items.!
Dog Walker!

Spring Cleaner!
Moving House Help!

House & Pet Sitter…!
all rolled into one!!

For one-off events or regular help 
please contact Lindsey

hatsoffstudios�$KQEMP.com or call !01993 898620    07941 561471

PROBLEM FEET?

NAIL CUTTING • CORNS • CALLUS 
PROBLEM NAILS • FOOT MASSAGE 

Treatment in the comfort of your own home
SHARON DAVIES  MCFHP MAFHP

(01993) 891132 / (M) 07941843353 

Registered member of the British Association 
of Foot Health Professionals
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Jacqu 
 

jacquel 

 

 
 

Virtual Office Guardian
Business Support Services

All office, organisational and 
paperwork functions untertaken 

 
jacquelinecarthew@gmail.com 

Plumbing, Heating, Bathroom 
Refurbishments/Installations, Tiling 

01993 252643 or 07515 284286 
jh.plumbing@hotmail.co.uk

Tel: 01993 891381     
Mob: 07971018279 

Email: info@tvtreecare.co.uk
www.tvtreecare.co.uk

THAMES VALLEY 
TREE CARE  LTD

A Stonesfield based company  
providing a professional and reliable 
service in all aspects of tree surgery 

and hedge management

FREE no obligation quote

 
PET 

SITTING 
 

Do you go on holiday and worry about your pets?  
I am a pet lover and I am offering to look after 

your animals (feeding, playing, etc.) after school/ 
weekends/school holidays. I also ride ponies, 

water plants and can supply a reference from my 
cat sitting job. Rates negotiable. 

Please call 01993 898620 and ask for Tara Taylor.

  

   
 

 

͙�the perfect 
Cotswold 
hideaway 
 

Located in the beautiful village of Ramsden 

Ideal holiday home for when family or friends 
come visiting 

Sleeps 4 with parking  
Cot and highchair available 

For more details and how to book:  
07305 816115 
info@gablecottagecotswolds.co.uk 
www.gablecottagecotswolds.co.uk 

!

!

!

!

!

!!!!!"#$%#&'()*+,--.'/0).'
'''123&345'3&'1607(/879':&*';<=>?9'

!
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Jerrams Brothers Funeral Directors 
33 High Street 

Woodstock OX20 1TE 
(01993) 811491 

 
• Private Chapel of Rest 

• 24-hour personal family service 
• Pre-paid funeral plans 

 
As the third generation of a funeral-directing family, Nicholas and 
Benjamin Tonks believe that at the time of bereavement, compassion 

and the families’ wishes are paramount. In partnership with the Church 
and community we endeavour to give the bereaved as much care and 

support as possible.

Painting, Decorating & 
Tiling With Care 

* 
Local & Reliable Tradesman 

House & Home Services 
* 

INTERIOR DECORATING 
TILING – ALL TYPES 

HOME MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 
PERIOD PROPERTY EXPERIENCE 

FULLY INSURED 
* 

Richard Buck 
Elbie House East End 
Tel: 01993 880166 
Mob: 07791 046583

   
 
 

STEPHEN J. WILEY 
ELECTRICIAN 

Additions · Alterations · Rewiring 
Surveys · Security Lighting 

Cookers · Showers 
Telephone Points 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Tel (01993) 882778/881409 
90 Main Road, Long Hanborough, Witney, OX29 8JY 

Stephen.Wiley@btconnect.com

 
 
 
 
 

Lighting Your Way Into The Future
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 Hypnotherapy 

 
For help with anxiety, stress, 
pain control, insomnia, phobias, 
unwanted habits, confidence 
and self-esteem, exam and 
interview nerves.

Contact: Linda Flanigan  
Clinical Hypnotherapist 
GHR Registered & Member (Lic.) of National 
Council for Hypnotherapy 
 
Tel: 07866 360359 
Email: linda@lfhypnotherapy.co.uk 
www.lfhypnotherapy.co.uk 

Acupuncture for stress reduction, 
pain relief, arthritis, migraine, fatigue, 

hormone imbalance, and more.
$SSRLQWPHQWV�DYDLODEOH�DW�P\�6WRQHV¿HOG�

clinic or in your own home. 
7R�¿QG�RXW�PRUH�RU�DUUDQJH�DQ�LQLWLDO�

consultation please contact me on 01993 
898102 / 07791 278618 

PDHYH#PDHYHRGRQQHOODFXSXQFWXUH�FR�XN
or visit 

ZZZ�PDHYHRGRQQHOODFXSXQFWXUH�FR�XN
�������#�PDHYHRGRQQHOODFXSXQFWXUH

Imag ine Life!
if you had your own…!

Gardener!
Decorator!
Babysitter!

De-clutterer!
I can help you clear your clutter, 
weed out your wardrobe and find 

new homes for your unwanted items.!
Dog Walker!

Spring Cleaner!
Moving House Help!

House & Pet Sitter…!
all rolled into one!!

For one-off events or regular help !
please contact Lindsey !

lindsey@hatsoffstudios.com or call !
01993 898620    07941 561471

PROBLEM FEET? 
 

NAIL CUTTING • CORNS • CALLUS 
PROBLEM NAILS • FOOT MASSAGE 

Treatment in the comfort of your own home 
SHARON DAVIES  MCFHP MAFHP 

(01993) 891132 / (M) 07941843353 

Registered member of the British Association  
of Foot Health Professionals
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Architectural, Construction, Agricultural 

& Equestrian Steel Fabrication 
Services 

We also provide a full welding service 
in Steel, Stainless Steel. Aluminium & 
Titanium, including repairs to Steel, 

Aluminium and Iron castings 
 

UNIT 4D 
ENSTONE BUSINESS PARK 
ENSTONE, OXFORDSHIRE 

OX7 4NP 
 

TEL: 01608 678267 
MOB: 07751 678412 

WITNEYWELDING@OUTLOOK.COM 
WWW.WITNEYWELDING.COM 

 
 

R S Services 
Aerial, Satellite & TV Installations  

and repairs. 
Qualified Engineer with over 40 years 

 experience. 
For a free quote 

Call Shane Berry 
01��� 88���� / 01865 881313 

07815 095704
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PAINT TECH 

Mobile automotive re-finishing 

Painted bumpers, alloy wheels, 
paintless dent removal, screen repairs, 

interior trim and seat repairs 

Full body shop facilities 

David Lee 07831 193999 7am–6pm 

Established 1991

RuraScape 
Landscaping & gardens 

- Patios 
- Turfing 
- Fencing 

- Lawns & grassland 
- Hedge management 

- Garden/scrubland clearance 
Tel 01993 898733 or 07811 598958 

Email rurascape@hotmail.com

A C E          Car Repairs and Servicing 

01993 700041 
 

SERVICING, BRAKES, CLUTCHES, AIR CONDITIONING, EXHAUSTS, 

DIAGNOSTICS, MOT’S PREPARED AND ARRANGED 

 
Alan Claridge Engineering is a garage in Witney that has been repairing 
cars for over 30 years. I now live in Stonesfield and will collect your car 
from your house and deliver it back free of charge. I service and repair all 

makes of car so please call me to arrange an appointment.

Dog-walking service  
Do you work long hours and feel that your 

dog is not getting the attention and exercise 
that it needs? I run a dog-walking service 
for Stonesfield and surrounding areas. I 

have public liability insurance for peace of 
mind. Please feel free to call for a quote. 

Katrina 01993 891131 / 07824357690  
katrinamoss1979@icloud.com
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Piano Lessons . Experienced 
teacher.    Any age or ability.  
Classical or Jazz grades or find 
simple ways to explore & play the 
tunes you love. Currently teaching 
on Zoom. 

Contact: Claire  Tel: 01993 898027�����
Mobile: 07533 806087 

Sixteenth page 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Eighth page 
 
 

Guitar and Ukulele Lessons 
Step by step lessons from an experienced teacher. 

Learn to play chords, rhythm and lots of songs. 
For ages 8-80 and beyond!!!  

(Also available on Zoom) 
Rachel: 07811 763300 or 01993 868976 

 

Guitar and Ukulele  
Lessons 

Step by step lessons from an 
experienced teacher. 

Learn to play chords, rhythm and lots 
of songs. 

For ages 8-80 and beyond!!!  
(Also available on Zoom) 

Contact Rachel:  
07811 763300 or 01993 868976 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music lessons in Stonesfield 
 

Piano and Violin lessons 

Theory tuition and accompanying 
 

Beginner to Grade 8 

Fun, enjoyable and structured lessons  

All ages welcome, including adults 
 

Ruth Sellar  01993 898757 
BMus (Hons), DipABRSM (Piano), DipABRSM (Teaching) 

 

 

 

D S JONES  
PROPERTY & GARDEN MAINTENANCE  

All property maintenance undertaken 

For all enquiries/ free quotations just call or email  

07496 149990  

dsjmaintenance@hotmail.com 
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GEOFF BOOTH 
Landscaping · Paving · Walling 
Driveways · Fencing · Treework 

Building maintenance 
Hardwood logs delivered 

Free quotations 
Tel: 01993 891945 

Mob: 07710 628248 
Email: geoffboothlandscaping@hotmail.com

Tel: 0845 458 2980 
Mobile: 07976 261850 

Email: info@townandcountrytrees.co.uk
www.townandcountrytrees.co.uk

A tree surgery company with 
the integrity you can trust.

MICHAEL PRICE & SON 
PLASTERING 

For all your internal plastering 
tel 07710 170049 or 01608 811642 

mickeyprice525@gmail.com 

58 Ticknell Piece Road,  
Charlbury, Oxon, OX7 3TW
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For further information, please contact:  
info@theburnsidepartnership.com

Anna Burnside !"#$%&# 
anna.burnside@theburnsidepartnership.com

Jacqui Birks $"' ()#&*$+#
jacqui.birks@theburnsidepartnership.com

We can assist you with specialist legal advice on Wills, inheritance 
tax planning, powers of attorney, helping with probate and generally 
protecting your assets. We also help protect the vulnerable or elderly. 

Our tax specialists are also here to help with your personal tax 
compliance, including preparing personal tax returns and o!ering 
guidance on HMRC correspondence. They can also advise you on  
tax planning on the sale/gi"t of assets, including the new reporting  
of capital gains on the sale of private residences.

Dealing with your own a!airs and getting them in order can appear 
daunting. We’re here to make life easier. Do pick up the phone or email 
us and we would be happy to have a free, no-obligation initial chat with 
you. We can meet on video call or in person when safe to do so.

The Carpenters’ Workshop, Blenheim Palace Sawmills, Combe, Oxfordshire OX29 8ET
T 01865 987 781    E info@theburnsidepartnership.com    W www.theburnsidepartnership.com FOLLOW US ON:

An outstanding niche private client firm…its practitioners are recommended as experts  
in their field, providing high-quality advice…its client service is second to none and  
every client is valued equally and treated with sensitivity and genuine compassion.

Specialist Private Client Lawyers & Tax Professionals
Trusted advisors to individuals and their families
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Advertisements 

Line ads: £1.50 per 30 words. 
Boxed ads: 1/16 page £2; 1/8 page £4; 
1/4 page £8; 1/2 page £12; whole page £24. 

Copy should be sent to sj@sjhaviland.co.uk 
by 15th of the month or dropped in to 
Jenny Haviland, Peakes House, Peaks Lane, 
Stonesfield, OX29 8PY (tel. 01993 891614).

The Stonesfield Slate is a village amenity 
pro duced and distributed by volunteers. It 
can not be held responsible for any of the 
views ex pressed in its pages nor does it 
endorse any of the products or services 
advertised. The editor and the pub lishers 
reserve the right to edit or shorten any 
article sub mitted for pub lication.

 JEM 

CHIMNEY 
SWEEPING

• NO FUSS• 
•NO MESS • 

• NO PROBLEM • 
Tel: 01865 772996

Enjoyable drawing courses and workshops, 
all levels. Private tuition. 

For more details contact Gabriele at 
gabrielekern31@gmail.com 

or ring 01993 880430

Experienced local Mathematics tutor with BSc 
for students aged 8–14 years old. 

Tailored sessions based on the student’s individual 
needs with a focus on improving low confidence in 

the subject in a friendly way. 
Available on Thursdays after school. 

Sessions will take place in your home. 
From £30 p/h 

Call Jade on 07758 512848 
or email jadecallaghan44@gmail.com
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Enjoyable art courses and workshops in 
community rooms in Stonesfield, Combe 

and Finstock. 
For more details contact Gabriele	

at gabrielekern31@gmail.com 
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Family business est. over 40 years. 
Cleaning windows – UVPC fascia 

boards – cladding – frames – gutters. 
Specialized equipment for cleaning 
conservatory roofs & solar panels. 

Fully insured. 
For a professional and reliable service 

ring 01993 882727 or 07974 991269.

KINGS CLEANING SERVICES

A. K. P. DIXON 
Home & Garden Maintenance 

& General Handyman 
For all those jobs you need doing 
inside & outside – I’m your man! 

Call Ade on 01993 813873  
or 07825 631111 

or email handymanade@btinternet.com

Bed and Breakfast 
at Combe 

For details 
please view 

www.greenclose.net 
 or call 01993 891223

 
 

Stonesfield Based, Family Run Firm 
 

All types of electrical work undertaken, no job too big or small 
We are fully insured & NICEIC approved electrical contractors 

ͻ�EĞǁ��ƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�/nstallations, Kitchens and Bathrooms 
ͻ��ǆƚĞŶƐŝŽŶƐ, Outbuildings & Rewires (Full & Partial) 

ͻ��ŽŶƐƵŵĞƌ�hŶŝƚ�;&ƵƐĞ��ŽĂƌĚͿ�Zeplacement 
ͻ�E/��/��dĞƐƚƐ͕�/ŶƐƉĞĐƚŝŽŶƐ�Θ�ZĞƉŽƌƚƐ�Θ�&ĂƵůƚ�&inding 
ͻ�Eew or Additional Power Sockets/USB Sockets 

ͻ�WŽǁĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�>���>ŝŐŚƚŝŶŐ 
ͻ�^ĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ�>ŝŐŚƚŝŶŐ͕��ůĂƌŵ�/nstallations & Smoke Alarms 

 
All Work Guaranteed & Certification Supplied when Applicable 

Call 01993 222444 or Email quotes@Oxelec.co.uk Web www.OxElec.co.uk 

VEHICLE TECH 
Mobile mechanic servicing, repairs, diagnostics 

& MOTs prepared and arranged 
for all makes & models 

Friendly & reliable service at competitive rates,  
19 years experience & based in Stonesfield 

Call Rob on 01608 646100 or 07791 755771 
Email: vehicletech3@gmail.com
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 Hypnotherapy 

 
For help with anxiety, stress, 
pain control, insomnia, phobias, 
unwanted habits, confidence 
and self-esteem, exam and 
interview nerves.

Contact: Linda Flanigan  
Clinical Hypnotherapist 
GHR Registered & Member (Lic.) of National 
Council for Hypnotherapy 
 
Tel: 07866 360359 
Email: linda@lfhypnotherapy.co.uk 
www.lfhypnotherapy.co.uk 

Acupuncture for stress reduction, 
pain relief, arthritis, migraine, fatigue, 

hormone imbalance, and more.
$SSRLQWPHQWV�DYDLODEOH�DW�P\�6WRQHV¿HOG�

clinic or in your own home. 
7R�¿QG�RXW�PRUH�RU�DUUDQJH�DQ�LQLWLDO�

consultation please contact me on 01993 
898102 / 07791 278618 

PDHYH#PDHYHRGRQQHOODFXSXQFWXUH�FR�XN
or visit 

ZZZ�PDHYHRGRQQHOODFXSXQFWXUH�FR�XN
�������#�PDHYHRGRQQHOODFXSXQFWXUH

Imag ine Life!
if you had your own…!

Gardener!
Decorator!
Babysitter!

De-clutterer!
I can help you clear your clutter, 
weed out your wardrobe and find 

new homes for your unwanted items.!
Dog Walker!

Spring Cleaner!
Moving House Help!

House & Pet Sitter…!
all rolled into one!!

For one-off events or regular help !
please contact Lindsey !

lindsey@hatsoffstudios.com or call !
01993 898620    07941 561471

PROBLEM FEET? 
 

NAIL CUTTING • CORNS • CALLUS 
PROBLEM NAILS • FOOT MASSAGE 

Treatment in the comfort of your own home 
SHARON DAVIES  MCFHP MAFHP 

(01993) 891132 / (M) 07941843353 

Registered member of the British Association  
of Foot Health Professionals
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We hope we can #stayconnected with you by sending 
regular e-newsletters full of recommendations and 
activities to keep you healthy and happy at home. 

If you’d like to sign up for these e-newsletters, visit

blenheimpalace.com

Buy your Blenheim Lamb in time for Easter 
Blenheim Estate Lamb is now available at Woodstock 

Butchers and Aldens of Oxford. Visit woodstockbutchers.com 
or aldensofoxford.co.uk for more information.

New Features to Open 
as Part of a £1.9m Development Programme
Two major new exhibitions bringing the world of Winston 
Churchill to life and the Palace’s historic stable block back 
to showcase the importance of horses at Blenheim down 

through the centuries is to open later this year.

Local volunteers plant hedgerows in Bladon
A small group of volunteers have been busy planting new 

hedgerows on a part of the Blenheim Estate in Bladon. We’ve 
donated the use of land and a number of saplings towards 
this brilliant initiative, which will see a total of 1475 saplings 

planted. Find out more at blenheimestate.com/news
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It’s going to be a 
while before we 

can travel overseas 
again, so holidays in 
the UK are in more 
demand than ever.  

We offer the widest choice of UK breaks 
whether you are looking for beaches, lakes, 

mountains or cities staying in hotels, 
cottages or  

holiday parks.  
If Government 

regulations change, 
we only work with 

suppliers who 
guarantee you either a full refund or priority 

rebooking to new dates, so you know you 
can book now with confidence.  

Tel: 01993 627815 
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Spring’s coming*

Take a look at
our range of
keyhooks at
ablackbirdsang.com
20% STONESFIELD AND NEARBY
VILLAGE DISCOUNT:  USE THIS CODE WHEN 
CHECKING OUT: STONESFIELD20 
OR CALL GENNY AND TONY ON 01993 891030

*and you’ve 
lost your 

keys again!
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