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I apologise for the late circulation of my July report 
 
It’s disappointing that we were not able to agree a scheme for Woodstock Town 
Centre to help local trade. However, as I stated during the Town Council debate, I’ll 
work with the Town Council to see if we can find a solution and use some of the 
Government funds available to help businesses in Woodstock. 
 
Oxfordshire County Council are in the process of drawing up the bid for Tranche 2 of 
the Emergency Active Travel Fund which must be submitted by 7th August. There 
has been widespread engagement with County Councillors across all parties to best 
understand what would be required in the different divisions. One of the key 
requirements is that the bid will allow cycling in particular to replace journeys 
previously made by public transport and will have an essential role to play in the 
short term in helping avoid overcrowding on public transport systems. Longer term, it 
will also help deliver significant health, environmental and congestion benefits.  
I have put forward 20 mph speed limits throughout Woodstock and the villages in the 
division along with additional cycle racks. If you have any thoughts on schemes, 
please send them to me to put forward for consideration. 
 
Oxfordshire County Council is planning a phased approach to the reopening of 
public buildings with every precaution being taken to make sure that this happens 
safely for those staff who will work in them and people who visit them. 
Due to the continued need to respond to COVID-19, the operation of libraries and 
registration offices will differ in keyways from how they operated in normal times prior 
to lockdown. The service will look very different for staff and customers.  With 
controlled numbers being able to enter buildings customers may sometimes need to 
queue to get in. Customers will be requested to limit their enjoyment of browsing, 
borrowing and returning their library materials to 30 minutes.  
 
For those who need access to computers and Wi-Fi, customers will be able to use 
the public computer network for 30 minutes. There is discretion for staff to extend 
that 30 minutes if a customer is part way through a Universal Credit application or 
similar.  
 
Printing, scanning and photocopying will be available and bus pass and blue badge 
validation will be available. In common with much of the retail sector, payments will 
need to be made by card or online; however, photocopiers will still be operated by 
coin.   
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To comply with social distancing measures, most soft seating and tables will be 
removed.  Staff will stand behind Perspex screens to respond to customers queries. 
Public toilets won’t be available.  
 
Face-to-face programmes and events e.g. Rhymetimes and author talks will be re-
established once government advice says it is safe to do so.  These will continue to 
be delivered virtually via social media where possible and we will continue to provide 
online services including ebooks, eaudio books and reference materials. 
 
 
Witney Library will reopen 13th July, with Kidlington reopening 20th July. Once I have 
dates for Stonesfield and Woodstock library I’ll inform you but it’s important that both 
staff and customers feel safe and comfortable. 
 
I’ve continued to take some of my daily exercise by walking round the villages in my 
division to report any defects on roads or pavements, if you notice any then please 
report them on Fix My Street as the repair teams are still working. 
 
Anybody can download the app which is easy to use and provides an exact location 
along with a photograph or you can log any defects at:  
 
https://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ 
 
Traders in Oxfordshire are being warned by Trading Standards not to sell low-tech 
face coverings as Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) or make claims they provide 
protection against COVID-19. Trading Standards legislation controls the sale of 
these products and requires producers and sellers to meet certain requirements.  
 
Anyone involved in making or selling face coverings should refer to the Trading 
Standards: face coverings guidance to ensure they are compliant with the law. 
Follow-up advice can be requested by contacting Oxfordshire Trading Standards on 
01865 895999 (Option 2) or email Trading.Standards@Oxfordshire.gov.uk. 
Oxfordshire Trading Standards is regularly monitoring online sites such as Facebook 
Marketplace and will be actively engaging with sellers to ensure any face coverings 
are safe and legal.  
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Please do not hesitate to contact me and keep safe. 
 
Ian Hudspeth 
07956 270 318 
Ian.hudspeth@oxfordshire.gov.uk  

The lockdown restrictions have been eased but its important that we do not become 
complacent   

Do not leave home if you or someone you live with has any of the following: 

1. a high temperature 
2. a new, continuous cough 
3. a loss of, or change to, your sense of smell or taste 

NHS test and trace service 

The NHS test and trace service is now live. Everyone over the age of five presenting 
symptoms should have a test. You can ask for a test online or by calling 119. 

The new NHS test and trace service works as follows:   

§ You request a test online or by calling 119 
§ If the test comes back negative, you and everyone in your household can go back 

to normal 
§ If the test comes back positive, the NHS test and trace team will get in touch with 

you – via text, email or phone call – to discuss whom you have come into contact 
with 

§ The NHS test and trace team will then alert those contacts, where necessary, and 
notify them if they need to self-isolate to stop the spread of the virus 

§ You and members of your household need to follow the usual guidelines about 
self-isolating 


