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Dates for your diary   – November 

2    Quiz Night Fundraiser          SSSC                                        8pm 

4, 11, 18, 25  Monday Coffee    St James’ Centre     8.45–11.30am 

6, 13, 20, 27  Country Dancing Village Hall                       8–10pm 

7, 14, 21, 28  Book Break           Stonesfield Library      12.30–2pm 

9    Players Quiz Night                St James’ Centre                7.30pm 

11  Royal British Legion             War Memorial                      11am 

11  Gardening Club                    St James’ Centre                7.30pm 

13  Parish Council Meeting        Village Hall                        7.30pm 

14  Over 60’s Bingo                     Village Hall                             2pm 

14  Bingo                                     SSSC                Eyes down 7.30pm 

16  Methodist Church Bazaar     St James’ Centre                 2–4pm 

17  Alzheimer’s Fundraiser         SSSC                                   12noon 

Dates for your diary – December 

5    Christmas Bingo                   SSSC                Eyes down 7.30pm 

6    Scout Bingo                           Village Hall                        6.30pm 

7    Christmas Market                 Combe Mill                 11am–4pm 

7&8  Artists’ Christmas Show    Grey Cat Studio          11am–5pm
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North Leigh Roman Villa’s 
mosaic house was 
opened on 14 and 15 
September as part of 
English Heritage’s Open 
Days weekend (see p. 5)
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New publishers for the Slate 
This issue of the Slate is the last that we 
will put together. After almost fifteen 
years we are handing the publishing over 
to Paul and Diane Bates. We know the 
Slate will be in competent hands and we 
hope they enjoy their tenure as much as 
we have enjoyed ours. 

We would like to thank all those who 
offered to help keep the Slate going and 
we are grateful to Richard Morris, who 
produced the October issue and will do 
the next (December/January). And we 
thank all those who give of their time to 
keep the show on the road – the 
contributors, editors, bundlers and 
deliverers – and our loyal advertisers.  

Simon and Jenny Haviland 

We Will Remember Them 
Please join the Royal British Legion and 
others at the War Memorial on Monday 
11 November at 11am. 

Thanks 
I would like to thank everyone for all the 
kind messages, cards, and gifts you sent 
and gave to me for my very special 
birthday. 

Judy Oliver 

Friends of Stonesfield School 
A huge thank you to everyone who came 
to the village fete last month and made 
the day such a big success. Not only was 

a fun time had, over £2,000 was raised 
for the school!! Thank you to all of the 
following: 

* Stonesfield Scout Group for the loan of 
their marquee and other equipment, and 
for supporting the fete with the climbing 
wall. 

* Stonesfield Sports and Social Club for 
the loan of their marquee. 

* Cathy Taylor for organising the BBQ – 
again! 

* All the bakers for their delicious 
contributions to the tea tent. 

* The Governors for running the Candy 
Floss stall, thank you for getting so 
sticky! 

* Henderson:Hooper, L’amusette, Mr 
Kumar’s Taekwondo group, and Marina 
Seekers for providing the entertainment. 

* Claire and Chris Davies for organising 
and running the art tent. 

* Rob Suriano for organising and running 
the excellent ‘learn to cycle’ sessions. 

* Hannah Francis Ball for organising and 
running the children’s disco. 

* Rich Jones for formatting the 
programme and to all the local 
businesses who advertised within it. 

* To all the stall holders and thank you 
to all of the volunteers who helped with 
set-up and breakdown, or completed a 
stint on the Bar, BBQ, Tea Tent, Jolly Jars 
& Tombola, Candy Floss, Bouncy Castle, 

Notices
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and Show Tent, THANK YOU! The Fete 
would not run without you 

FoSS 

Stonesfield Players Quiz Night  
Saturday 9 November 
The Players are pleased to present 
another of their popular quiz nights. This 
time it’s the ‘Six weeks to Christmas 
Quiz’ with a range of seasonal and other 
questions loosely linked to this theme. 

The quiz will be held in the St James’ 
Centre starting at 7.30pm with a £3 entry 
fee payable on the door. Free nibbles, 
plus a cash bar. 

Looking forward to seeing many of you 
on 9 November. For further information, 
please contact Andrew Tacon. 

Andrew Tacon (01993 891217, 
Andrew.tacon@outlook.com)  

Bazaar Time! 
The Methodist Church Bazaar will be 
held on Saturday 16 November, from 2 to 
4pm at St James’ Centre. There will be 
gift stalls, cakes, raffles, cream teas, and 
even more! If you have any items you 
wish to donate, please do, they will be 
greatly appreciated. 

Do come and support the Bazaar! Should 
you need transport on the day, just get in 
touch. 

Kathleen Albért (01993 891733) 

Village Hall News 
After a quiet start to the autumn, we 
would like to extend a big welcome back 
to Beavers, who will be back inside for 
the winter from this month onwards. 

We need to have a think about how we 
are going to move forward with the hall, 
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as in January it will be two years since we 
last had a chairman in place on our 
committee. We have a lovely group of 
trustees who are a great support, but we 
do need someone to steer the group. 

The village hall has been a busy addition 
to the community for a long while, with 
lots of regular activities running every 
week. However, there is potential for it to 
be a lot more, with exciting events and 
functions running more regularly, if only 
we could free up some time to plan and 
organise them. 

Many hands make light work, join us 
and lets see what we can achieve! 

Jacqueline Carthew, Secretary & Booking 
Clerk for Stonesfield Village Hall 
(facebook.com/stonesfieldvillagehall; 
stonesfield.info/stonesfield-
life/venues/village-hall.php) 

Stonesfield Community Trust 
Sadly, despite our constant notices over 
the last year, offering to do a 
Community Christmas Lunch at the 
Village Hall on Christmas Day, there has 
been very little interest from anyone 
wishing to attend. As a result, we have 
decided that we will not go ahead with 
our plans for this year. We are hoping, 
on a positive note, that this is because 
most of our lovely community will be 
with friends and family on Christmas 
Day, so there is no requirement for such 
an event at this time. However, we may 
look at it again if we feel that there is a 
need in the future. 

We would also like to take this 
opportunity to say a massive thank you 
to all the lovely people who volunteered 
to assist us, as although there were no 

takers for the lunch itself, there were a lot 
of kind offers to help. 

Jacqueline Carthew (07896847722 or 
jacquelinecarthew@gmail.com) 

Christmas Market at the Mill 
7 December 11am–4pm 
Enjoy some stress-free shopping at our 
wide range of visiting stalls, at a 
traditional Christmas Market. Join in 
with the carol singing and enjoy seasonal 
refreshments in our tearoom, including 
hot chestnuts, mulled wine sponsored by 
our neighbours, The Burnside Partnership 
solicitors. This is our last fundraiser of the 
year and we would really value your 
support. You could be the lucky winner 
of some fabulous prizes by buying raffle 
tickets for our grand draw. 

The restoration work at Combe Mill 
continues over winter and, as always, our 
volunteer team will be ready for all your 
questions about the Mill. Catch up with 
the latest developments and ask us about 
volunteering at the Mill. Free entry and 
free parking for all. Dogs are welcome as 
usual.  

Here are some dates for your diary for 
next year:  

15 March 2020 – first steaming day of the 
new season. 

19 April 2020 – ‘Combe Mill at War’ – A 
trip back to the 1940s home front. 
(Booking required) 

Keep up to date with news and events by 
visiting our website: 
https://www.combemill.co.uk/  

Tony Simmons (01993 891851) 
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Local Artists’ Christmas Show 
Grey Cat Studios is opening its doors 
once again for this very popular 
Christmas show on 7 and 8 December, 
given by six local artists: Rachael, 
Rebecca and Griselda Sherlaw-Johnson, 
Kerry Burniston, Jenny Lines, and Ann 
Lowe. A chance to look at new work, 
enjoy a chat and some refreshment, and 
select unique Christmas gifts from a 
broad selection of paintings, prints, 
textiles, jewellery, and crafts. 

The studio is open between 11am and 
5pm on both days. Grey Cat Studio, 
Woodlands Rise, Stonesfield. 

Becki Sherlaw-Johnson 

Shared Lives Scheme 
The Shared Lives Scheme matches people 
who need additional support to be 
independent and live on their own with 
carers and their families. Sharing a 
family’s life means people who need 
support can choose to become part of an 
ordinary household, instead of staying in 
residential care or being looked after by a 
team of support workers. 

Could you open your home to someone 
who needs your help and support, 
whether it’s for occasional stays or full-
time? Become a Shared Lives Carer in a 
paid, home-based role. For more 
information go to 
oxfordshire.gov.uk/sharedlives  

Lucy Bates, Marketing Officer, 
Communications Team, Corporate Services, 
Oxfordshire County Council (07393 
001248 or LucyA.Bates@oxfordshire.gov.uk) 

North Leigh Roman Villa 
North Leigh Roman Villa’s mosaic house 
was opened on 14 and 15 September as 
part of English Heritage’s Open Days 
weekend. The warm, late summer 
weather meant that over 400 people 
enjoyed the beauty of the second and 
third century AD North Leigh site in 
glorious sunshine. A new group of 
volunteers from a range of neighbouring 
villages, working with English Heritage, 
staffed the open days. Their plan is to 
begin a regular pattern of openings for 
the mosaic in summer 2020. 

The first open days by North Leigh 
Roman Villa Volunteers proved very 
encouraging. Visitors were delighted to 
see the mosaic, sometimes for the first 
time up close, sometimes having waited 
many years to do so. The open days 
doubled the numbers of people wishing 
to volunteer at the site, and raised to over 
50 the number of ‘Friends’ of the villa 
who left a contact email in order to stay 
informed about future openings and 
events on site. Donations to improve the 
site for visitors raised £126. All told a 
brilliant result on a lovely weekend. 

To become a ‘Friend’ of North Leigh 
Roman Villa and be kept informed of 
future openings, please contact Matthew 
Lee on 52woodlinn@gmail.com. 

Matthew Lee 

Thank you for your patience 
A little note to say thank you to the 
gracious families on The Ridings and 
Cockshoot Close who showed great 
patience with the very large truck and 
the crew as we moved back into our 
lovely house. Singapore was warm, but 
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the Stonesfield welcome home was even 
warmer. 

Janet Kettels and James Richmond 

Oxfordshire Performers Club 
If you are learning an instrument, it can 
be quite difficult to find occasions where 
you can perform. Every six weeks or so, 
there are informal concerts where any 
adult amateur musician, who has a piece 
of music to offer can perform, without 
the pressures of a formal concert. 

The sessions are really friendly and 
relaxed: those of us who have chosen to 
play at a particular session perform to 
each other, friends and family, followed 
by an excellent socialising session fuelled 
with tea and cake. For more experienced 
players, it is also a useful forum for trying 
out pieces before performing them in 
public. 

If you enjoy playing an instrument at an 
amateur level and want to meet other 
musicians, pIease get in touch at 
www.oxfordshireperformerclub.co.uk 

Rosie Barker 

Concert in St Mary’s Church, 
North Leigh 
The Friends of St Mary’s North Leigh are 
holding a concert in the church on 

Friday 15 November at 7pm. There will 
be a varied programme of music to 
appeal to all. The venue will be warm 
and welcoming with great acoustics and 
a perfect ambience for the music. 

The concert features an organ recital by 
Mr Gabriele Damiani, former Organ 
Scholar of Westminster Cathedral and the 
Chapel Organist at St Edward’s School in 
Oxford. It will include works by Bach, 
Clarke, Torelli, and Walond with some 
pieces involving organ-trumpet duets. 
Our trumpet player will be Mr Richard 
Powell, also of St Edward’s School. 

There will also be three well-known 
pieces by the Evenlode Saxophone 
Quartet, and some choral items by St 
Mary’s choir. We hope that this will 
provide an entertaining and varied 
programme of music to appeal to all 
tastes.  

Wine, fruit juice, and nibbles will be for 
sale at the interval, and tickets will be 
available at the door, costing £5.  

Please do come along and enjoy an 
evening of fine music, while helping to 
raise funds to maintain the fabric of our 
beautiful historic church for the benefit 
of future generations. For further details: 

Harry St John (hetstjohn@gmail.com 
https://www.northleighchurch.org/friend
sofstmarys.htm)
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Stonesfield Parish Council (SPC) 
SAFER Working Group – Report from 
Cllr M Heduan 
Community Speed Watch (CSW) Surveys 
continue in Stonesfield, all of which have 
been well supported by the SAFER team. 
Whilst no vehicles have been recorded 
travelling at 36mph or above, residents 
have shown overwhelming support for 
what SAFER is doing. The sight of the 
SAFER team in their Hi-Viz jackets seems 
to have a beneficial calming effect on 
Stonesfield traffic. 

A44 junction with B4437  
A meeting took place at the Duke of 
Marlborough pub on 25 September. 
Present were Cllr Ian Hudspeth, Linda 
Bull, Patrick Willmore, Lindsey Thornton, 
and Cllr Mick Heduan. The concerns of 
Stonesfield residents were explained to 
Cllr Hudspeth, with examples of the 
anecdotal comments from NextDoor. 

Transport Hub 
A meeting has been requested with 
Blenheim Estates to better understand 
the so-called 'Transport Hub' for the 
Blenheim Estate. 

Dog fouling 
There are continuing reports of dog 
fouling on the playing fields and around 
the village. Please can people be 
reminded to clear up after your dogs. 
Fines can be imposed and people will be 
reported if seen. The dog warden has 
been made aware. 

Sustainable Stonesfield / CALA Appeal 
Our solicitor explained that the process 

for the appeal is that a single judge in the 
High Court looks at the papers and acts 
as a sifting mechanism. It is confirmed 
that he has rejected the grounds of 
appeal. It is open to CALA to serve notice 
that they wish, nonetheless, to go to the 
full court to argue the matter in open 
court. At this stage we have no further 
update.  

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
Cllr David Brown advised that there are 
calls for the AONB to be a National Park. 
However, an MP wants the AONB to be 
reviewed as he feels it is too big a 
meaning for the AONB. No confirmed 
updates, but something that we will 
continue to monitor. 

Allotments  
Allotment holders have been contacted 
for their annual payments. There are still 
allotment spaces available. 

Next meeting 
The next Parish Council meeting is on 
Wednesday 13 November at 7.30pm in 
the Village Hall. 

Parish Clerk (clerk@stonesfieldpc.uk) 

West Oxfordshire District Council 
There have been some interesting 
developments at District recently. Firstly, 
a new post at Cabinet level has been 
created with the portfolio holder being 
responsible for developing a strategy for 
Climate Change. David Harvey becomes 
the new cabinet member. As this is a 
vitally important and relevant area, his 

                                                                                                         7                                   Stonesfield Slate Novtember 2019

Politics & local affairs
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work will help to bring West Oxfordshire 
into the forefront of a global and 
national debate. 

Council has also developed an amended 
Council Plan for the ensuing years. It 
concentrates on several aspects of life in 
the Oxfordshire Cotswolds, including the 
provision of necessary housing of types 
to suit a wide range of residents. The plan 
takes to heart the depressing fact that a 
prospective house purchaser on the 
average wage for Oxfordshire would need 
to spend more than 60% of his wage to 
purchase a single-bed flat. Consequently, 
there is a real need to make ‘affordable’ 
properties much more affordable than is 
possible under the national scheme of a 
reduction of 20% on the market value. 
Blenheim Estates have gone some way 
towards this goal, but much more needs 
to be done. ‘Pods’ for example, for single 
people or couples? 

Electric vehicle charging points are 
included in the plan. District has 
designated three areas and has put them 
out to tender. So far there are at least two 
firms interested in each of the areas. It is 
interesting to note that an average 
charging point attracts installation costs 
of around £5,000. 

The notion of re-classifying the Cotswold 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty as 
the Cotswold National Park is receiving a 
very mixed response. Farmers in the area 
are unconvinced of the benefits and fear 
the effects of a widespread increase in 
visitors, both pedestrian and vehicular. 
Others, too, find it difficult to appreciate 
the potential advantages. 

By the time you read this, our ‘Water 
Day’ will be over. The two main 
institutions concerned, Thames Water 
and the Environment Agency, will once 
again have been subjected to the ire of 
West Oxford’s residents. I guess they will 
once again have promised to do better 
and more to improve our water quality 
and our waste disposal. Am I really 
optimistic? Well . . . 

Also, hopefully, the long-awaited Brexit 
solutions may be announced. Again, are 
we confident?  . . . ! They say ‘All things 
come to those who wait.’ We have 
waited, but will we receive? 

Richard Bishop (01993 891414; 
richard.bishop@westoxon.gov.uk) 

From our County Councillor 
Woodstock Library 
Oxfordshire County Council is 
committed to keeping a library facility 
within Woodstock and options need to 
be considered. Whilst the current size of 
the temporary facility is not as large as 
previously, the opening hours have 
increased by nearly 50%, giving more 
opportunity for residents to use the 
library. There have been some innovative 
local co-locations in Charlbury and 
Wood Green in Banbury, which have 
increased the library hours even more. I 
think it’s worth visiting either or both of 
those libraries to see what can be 
achieved by co-location with other 
facilities. 

Cllr Ian Hudspeth (07956 270318 
Ian.hudspeth@oxfordshire.gov.uk)
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Stonesfield Library 

Telephone: 01993 898187 
Opening Hours: 
Monday 2.30–7pm 
Tuesday Closed 
Wednesday 10am–12noon 
Thursday 2.30–5pm 
Friday Closed 
Saturday 10am–12noon 

Manager: Debbie Wilson 

Summer fete 
Firstly, I’d like to say a tremendous thank 
you to the Friends of Stonesfield School 
(FoSS) for organising a fantastic summer 
fete last month. I know how much time, 
effort, and energy was spent by a 
dedicated team of parents to organise and 
run the event. And what an event it was! 
A lot of fingers were crossed, the rain held 
off (apart from the torrential rain during 
the setting up the night before!) and the 
village came out in force. Many thanks to 
everyone in the village who came, 
supported, and made the fete the friendly, 
community event we were all hoping for. 
The excellent news is that the fete raised 
over £2,000. At a time when school 
budgets are at crisis point, every extra 
funding makes a real difference to the 
opportunities we can provide our 
children. At the FoSS AGM last week it 
was agreed how funds would be spent: 

• Interactive touchscreen board for a 
classroom 

• Sensory resources for pupils with 
special educational needs 

• Early reading books specifically 
targeting phonics phases being taught in 
class 
• Resources to enable high quality 
learning experiences in our Year 1/2 class 

Invitation to new parents 
If your child is due to start school in 
September 2020, we would love to invite 
you to have a tour of our friendly, 
nurturing, and inclusive school. Our 
children enjoy a wonderful start to their 
school life and you are welcome to spend 
some time in our Reception class with 
your child. Please contact the school 
office to make an appointment: 
office.2353@stonesfield.oxon.sch.uk or 
phone 01993 891687. 

We also have places in all year groups 
and would love to welcome your child to 
Stonesfield. 

Parent governors 
We currently have vacancies for two 
parent governors. Being a school 
governor can be extremely rewarding by 
supporting the school with its strategic 
development. If you are a parent of a 
child at our school and are interested or 
would like more information, please 
contact Sandy Hayes, Co-chair of 
governors: 
shayes2353@stonesfield.oxon.sch.uk 

Ben Trevail, Headteacher 

The Oxfordshire Museum  
Exhibition 
Until 10 November: An Earthly Paradise: 
William Morris and the Thames 

Education & culture
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Last chance to see this intriguing 
exhibition exploring Morris’ close 
relationship with the River, in particular 
the inspiration it provided for his textile 
designs. The exhibition features original 
designs and printed fabrics on loan from 
the V&A and other collections. Also 
featured are rarely seen personal items 
including Morris’ glasses, pipe, and 
fishing equipment. 

Exhibition lecture: 
9 November 2.30pm: William Morris: A 
Life in 10 Objects 
William Morris was one of the most 
prolific and influential figures in British 
design history. Morris’ designs and 
political beliefs continue to be relevant 
and inspirational today. In this lecture, 
Ainsley Vinall, of the William Morris 
Gallery, London, charts Morris’ life and 
work through ten key objects, focusing 
on what they can tell us about his art, his 
ideas, and his enduring global 
significance. 

Tickets £8 are available from the 
Museum. Unfortunately, we are unable to 
take payment by phone, but tickets can 
be reserved in advance. Telephone 01993 
814106. 

The Oxfordshire Craft Guild – 
Christmas Selling Exhibition 
16 November – 29 December 
Featuring many of the county’s leading 
contemporary craft designers and makers 
– the perfect place to find that special 
Christmas gift! 

Friends of The Oxfordshire Museum: 
monthly lecture 
6 November: Roy Cox, Estates Manager, 
Blenheim Palace, talks about the Palace 
lake dredge and bridge repair. 

Lecturers are free for Friends or £4 for 
visitors. Doors open 7pm. Lectures start 
at 7.30pm 

Reminiscence sessions: Those were the 
days, do you remember . . . ? 
A monthly group for people to meet and 
reminisce about the past and share 
memories. 

Friday 1 November: Shops and shopping – 
How our High streets have changed, what 
are the shops you miss? 

The Coach House, 2–3.30pm, £1 per 
person includes tea & coffee. Further 
details telephone 01865 300639 

Community Education at the 
Marlborough School, Woodstock 
Our new 2019–20 programme is now 
available! See the Marlborough School 
website for full details of courses, with 
latest availability. We have lots of new 
workshops like watercolour techniques, 
archery, wet felting introduction, etc. 

We have a wide range of weekly courses 
available as well, such as, book club or 
Reiki and our friendly classes are a great 
way to meet people and pick up a new 
skill or indulge an existing one. We hope 
we can welcome you soon. 

You can enrol by email, post or phone. 
We look forward to welcoming all our 
students – new and existing – to 
Marlborough School Community 
Education. 

comed.4560@marlborough.oxon.sch.uk 
www.marlborough.oxon.sch.uk/commed 
or (01993 813592)
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Stonesfield Sports & Social Club 
A big thank you to all those who 
supported the Macmillan Coffee Day – 
an amazing £360 was raised. Also thanks 
to Veronica Hall for manning the fort, 
and to those who made or donated 
cakes. 

The club is holding two fundraising 
events during November. On 2 
November, we are holding a Quiz night, 
starting at 8pm, to raise funds for 
treatment for Shania Phipps who has 
Hypophosphatasia. On 17 November, 
there is a sponsored Head Shave for the 
Alzheimer’s Society United against 
Dementia starting at 12noon. There will 
be bacon buns and a raffle. Please come 
along and support both events. Non-
members welcome. 

On 14 November, there will be Bingo! 
Eyes down at 7.30pm. 

Brian Clarke, Sports and Social Club 

Stonesfield Gardening Club 
October’s meeting was a real treat, with 
Chrissie Harper from the village’s 
‘Chrissie’s Owls’ talking to us about her 
bird sanctuary charity. She brought with 
her two delightful animals. A barn owl 
who flew silently across the room to 
collect her supper and swallow it whole, 
and a Canadian Horned owl who sat 
gazing at us from his perch on Chrissie’s 
arm, occasionally showing us his huge 
wings and cooing gently into her ear. We 
heard about her trips out at night to 
rescue owls and her method of 

rehabilitating them back into the wild. It 
was all very interesting. 

This month’s meeting will be a talk by Rob 
Jacobs of Waterperry Garden on 11 Novem 
ber at 7.30pm at the St James’ Centre. 

Diane Bates (diane@bateshome.co.uk 
stonesfieldgardening.info) 

Stonesfield Folk Dance Club 
We continue to meet every Wednesday 
evening and on 6 November we welcome 
Diana Triplow to call the dances. Diana 
will be calling mainly Playford or 
Playford Style Dances from the 17th 
century to date. These are the dances you 
may see in a Jane Austen TV Drama. The 
following week we welcome Ted Morse to 

Clubs & societies

A Canadian  Horned Owl shown at the Gardenng Club 
by Chrissie Harper of Chrissie’s Owls
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call with John Graham and The Quarry 
Turners. Ted is sought-after nationally as 
a caller, and he will call a mixed 
programme of dances to maybe include 
some squares and more lively Contra 
Dances. On Wednesday 20 November, we 
have an exciting new caller, Carolinne 
White, with The Donkey House Band. 
Then on the 27 November, we have 
Doreen Crewe calling with The Quarry 
Turners playing. 

Please come along and join us, no need to 
bring a partner. For further informa tion 
see www.stonesfieldfolkdance. 
danceorg.uk or visit Facebook.  

Stewart Nicholls (01295 730271 or 
stewart.nicholls@virgin.net) 

Stonesfield Over 60’s Club 
Our October meeting began with the 
autumn/harvest lunch with jacket 
potatoes, etc. After the main meal, we did 
our best to understand some Yorkshire 
dialect as per Alan Titchmarsh. Of the 50, 
some were reasonably easy to understand, 
others not so. Nevertheless we had fun 
trying. As usual there were a few notices. 
The Bring and Buy in order to raise a little 
extra for our funds was quite amazing and 
a ‘big thank you’ goes to everyone. On 14 
November, we will have our Annual Bingo 
at 2pm. Names will be taken for the 
Christmas party on the 12 December. 

Avis 

1st Stonesfield Scout Group 
Amazing people wanted! 
The Scout Movement is frequently in the 
national news. While this is often in a 
positive light, with ambassadors like Bear 
Grylls or the Duchess of Cambridge, last 

month, sadly, it was the shortage of adult 
volunteers in scouting at an all-time high, 
which featured in the headlines. 

In Stonesfield, we are very fortunate to 
have a lively scout group of 70 young 
people, with a Beaver, Cub, and Scout 
section in the village, as well as several 
local Explorer units nearby. Our 
catchment area is huge, however, 
covering Woodstock, Combe, and several 
other surrounding villages – our waiting 
list clearly reflects this. 

The first section of the 1st Stonesfield 
Scout Group was registered in 1948, and 
since then, the group has grown and 
provided decades of amazing experiences 
for many young people, some of whom 
still live in the village and are now taking 
part again as adults. 

Just as important as working with the 
young people at their weekly meetings, 
camps, and activities, is all the work that 
goes on behind the scenes. This work is 
done by the Scout Executive Committee, 
which comprises a GSL (Group Scout 
Leader – whose role is to manage and 
support the group and its leaders to 
ensure it runs effectively), a chairperson, a 
treasurer, a secretary, and various other 
roles, including section representatives, a 
fundraising committee, and event 
organisers, without whom the group 
would not function. 

In recent years, membership of our Exec 
has diminished, and the section leaders 
have gradually taken on much of the 
running of events, in addition to the 
weekly meetings. 

We no longer have a GSL, our treasurer is 
due to leave at the next AGM, and the 
scout hut is about to be demolished, 
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requiring a team of people to manage the 
new build as well as to fundraise for it. And 
as if that weren’t enough, section leaders 
are covering the recent departure of the 
Cub leaders between them. All of these 
roles are essential to the future of the group 
– without them the group will close! 

If you would like to be part of this lively, 
exciting group of adults and young 
people, if you have the skills or 
experience for a particular task or role, or 
you just have some free time to help in 
any way, and above all, if you have an 
interest in working for or with the young 
people in our village, please get in touch. 

Scouting is a way of life, a different 
outlook – come and join us!  

1st Stonesfield Scout Group 
(info@stonesfield-scouts.org.uk) 

Witney Music Society 
Award-winning double bass player, Toby 
Hughes and pianist, Daniel King Smith, 
will give the second concert of the new 
season. Works by composers including 
Bottesini, Schumann, Desenclos, and 
Brahms.  

The concert is at 7.30pm on Friday 8 
November at High Street Methodist 
Church, Witney. 

Tickets (£12, £1 for under 19s) will be 
available at the door from 7pm or in 
advance online or in person from 
Greenway Antiques or Rapture in Witney. 
For more information, please telephone 
01993 702296 or visit the Witney Music 
Society website 
www.witneymusicsociety.org.uk 

Jean Richards, Programme Secretary
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Stonesfield Football Club 
The massed ranks of the splendid 
Stonesfield support were in raptures 
recently, when Chairman Brian Clarke 
announced, at the 11th hour of transfer 
deadline day, that he had signed the 
former Stoney hero, Nick Higgs, to don 
the Stoney blue shirt once again and the 
dynamic midfield maestro hasn’t 
disappointed on his return. A home debut 
in The Fred Ford Cup saw Nick cement 
victory (2–0) against a stubborn Siege FC 
(from Div 2) with the second goal, after 
young Carry Rice had given our boys the 
lead. Nick will add some hard graft and a 
veteran’s vision to the guile and pace of 
the Rice boys up front. It’s early days, but 
those Rice boys look up for it this season 
and if their first home league victory 
against Spartans is anything to go by they 
could be sensational in the Premiership 
this season.   Spartans, with title 
aspirations themselves, were ruthlessly 
put to the sword as Carry(1) and Raffy(2) 
paved the way in a fabulous 4–1 win. Not 
to be outdone, James Little scored an 
absolute beauty, leaving the home 
support purring with a mixture of 
anticipation and excitement at the 
prospects for the season ahead. 

The Reserves made a fantastic winning 
start to their first campaign in Div 3 for 
many, many years with a 5–1 opening 
day win away at FC Mills. A Raffy Rice 
pen followed by goals from Shaun Kemp, 
Lewis Day and a couple from Liam Harris 
completed the rout! The next two games 
are, maybe, a better barometer of how 

our boys will fare this season with 
narrow defeats away at Kingham (3–2) 
and at home to Chadlington (2–1). In 
the later match they took the lead before 
they conceded two goals to a Chad side 
that went up as champions last season 
and the lessons are clear: they have to 
defend better and turn those defeats by 
the odd goal, into draws or even wins. 
Having said that I think it is clear that 
they are up for the challenge this season 
and are competing well. League survival 
is the name of the game for our Reserves 
and I am quietly confident they’ll do 
that when May comes round next year. 

No history lesson this month as The 
Fredo has been won! The Rice boys have 
been scoring for fun, but it is maybe a 
sign of their success that they’ve been 
over-looked this month in favour of the 
old-timer Nick Higgs. With his handsome 
twin watching on, jealously, from the 
sidelines, Nick put in a masterly 
performance to ease our Firsts to victory 
over Siege in the cup. Typical of Nick, he 
talked up the team’s performance rather 
then dwell on his own magnificent, 
selfless, contribution and for that alone 
he deserves the first Fredo of the season. 
Step forward our returning hero, The 
Fredo has your name (maybe, even your 
face) on it! 

Tom Flanigan (01993 891979)) 

Stonesfield Cricket Club 
We recently concluded the 2019 season 
with our usual Awards Presentation 

Sport
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Dinner, again at the White Horse. 
Winners were as follows: 

Andrew Crawford Clubman of the Year – 
Stewart Moss 

1st XI Players Player – Dan Farrant 

1st XI Batsman – Jamie Burns 

1st XI Bowler – Tom Gubbins 

1st XI Champagne Moment – George 
Redknap v Marsh Gibbon 

1st XI Duck – Dan Farrant 

1st XI Bucket – Tim Wyatt 

2nd XI Players’ Player – Dan Taylor 

2nd XI Batsman – Stewart Moss 

2nd XI Bowler – Dan Taylor 

2nd XI Champagne Moment – Pete Searle 
v Chippy Norton 2nds 

2nd XI Duck – Liam Hatton 

2nd XI Bucket – Michael Franklin 

Ben Redknap Young Player of the Season 
– Josh Davies 

Fantasy Cricket Champion – Ben Hayes 

Bat Raffle Winner – Ben & Sam Tomlin 

Stonesfield Tennis Club 
The tennis club enjoyed an active spring 
and summer with membership higher 
than it has been for many years. 

On the coaching front we arranged a 6-

week programme with separate sessions 
for three junior groups and an adults’ 
session. The adult and youngest junior 
sessions were fully subscribed, but we 
could have done with greater numbers in 
the other two sessions. However, the 
feedback was that everyone who took part 
enjoyed the programme. The plan is to 
run something similar next year, so watch 
out for further information on this in the 
new year. 

On the match front, we once again 
participated in the Wychwood League 
with home and away matches against the 
other four clubs in the league, Ramsden, 
Charlbury, Bourton-on-the-Water, and 
Chipping Campden. Competition for the 
lower positions was tight with only 5 
points separating four teams, but the clear 
winners this year were Chipping 
Campden, some 40 points ahead of 
second place. 

Unfortunately, our end-of-season 
Wychwood League one-day tournament 
coincided with the break in the fine 
September weather and heavy rain 
caused it to be abandoned part way 
through. 

Although summer is officially over, the 
courts remain open and available to play 
throughout the autumn and winter and 
there’s plenty of capacity, so no excuses to 
not keep playing! 

Andrew Tacon 
(Andrew.tacon@outlook.com)
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From your Parish Priest 
I sometimes share with you letters sent 
to me by an old friend, the Reverend 
Canon J. John. He sent me this letter a 
few days ago and I would like to share 
with you an abridged version because 
his letter was 1,000 words long and I 
only have 500. 

The subject of his letter was to encourage 
us all about keeping the faith. He set out 
ten priorities that you and I could 
practice in our lives. They were: 

1 Prioritise God and His word 
He said it sounds old fashioned, but there 
are no short cuts with regard to 
connecting with God in our lives. He and 
his wife Killy read scripture together in 
the morning and then last thing at night. 
His idea is that God is the vine and we 
are the branches and we need to keep 
connected 

2 Prioritise Godly thinking. 
It tells us in the book of Matthew to love 
the Lord your God with all your heart. 
(Matt 22: 36–37). I take this to mean that 
we are to love God with our emotions, 
wills, and our intellects. The intellect is 
easily neglected. In the past it used to be 
that part of being a believer in Jesus was 
to immerse yourself in Christian truth, to 
read books, to discuss theology, and to 
critically evaluate what you thought and 
did in the light of the Bible. 

3 Prioritise Godly living. 
Those who leave the Christian faith often 
say that they did so on the basis of 
reasoned arguments. But it nevertheless 
seems noteworthy that those who 
proclaim their departure from 
Christianity’s beliefs have often parted 
company with its morality and quite 
frequently beforehand. Be careful how 
you live! 

Church news

Anglican Worship in the Parishes 
of Stonesfield with Combe Longa 

Rector: The Revd Roy Turner 
The Rectory, Stonesfield, Witney, Oxon, OX29 8PR 

Telephone: 01993 898552 – Email: revroystonesfield@hotmail.co.uk 

www.stonesfieldparishchurch.org 

Stonesfield Churchwardens: Neil Melrose (891566) and Kate Harris (898781) 
Combe Longa Churchwarden: Andrew Hobson (891273) 

BCP=Book of Common Prayer: CW=Common Worship 

For pastoral help please contact the Rector
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SERVICES FOR NOVEMBER 

Sunday 3 November [Fourth Sunday before Advent] 
8am           Stonesfield         Holy Communion [BCP/said]  
9.30am      Combe Longa    All Age Worship   
11am         Stonesfield         All Age Worship 
5pm           Combe Longa    Service of Remembrance for the recently departed 
 
Sunday 10 November [Remembrance Sunday] 
8am           Stonesfield         Holy Communion [BCP/said]  
10am         Combe Longa    Remembrance Service followed by service at War Memorial 
                                             (10.45am) 
10am         Stonesfield         Remembrance Service followed by service at War Memorial 
                                             (10.45am) 
5pm           Stonesfield         Service of Remembrance for loved ones who are no longer 
                                             with us 
 
Sunday 17 November [Second Sunday before Advent] 
8am           Stonesfield         Holy Communion [BCP/said]  
9.30am      Combe Longa    Parish Communion [CW/sung] 
11am         Stonesfield         Communion Service for all ages 

4 Prioritise spiritual participation. 
There are those who love to target 
Christians who have lost connection 
with God’s people. Many individuals who 
pride themselves on being spiritual lone 
wolves are no more than lost sheep: a 
fact fatally brought home to them when 
the jaws of a genuine wolf close around 
them. Stay deeply and regularly involved 
with God’s people. Remain in the flock! 

5 Prioritise the positives. 
It is said that a piece of grit in an oyster 
can produce a pearl, but my advice is 
don’t bank on it. Many of these sad 
stories from those leaving the faith are 
full of difficulties, anger, and negative 
attitudes. One well-trodden pathway into 

the wilderness involves becoming 
someone who is always complaining and 
always against something. One of the 
easiest ways to justify your departure 
from any organisation, including the 
church, is to convince yourself that it is 
somehow unworthy of your 
commitment. Stay positive! 

That last remark I know is difficult at this 
time of political unrest, but it is, for all of 
that, the best way to travel. 

Dear J. John has five more priorities that 
I will share with you, perhaps next time, 
but for now stay safe, grounded in love, 
and of course, D.F.T.W. See you soon. 

Rev Roy 
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Stonesfield Methodist Church 
 

SERVICES FOR NOVEMBER 

Sun 3 11am Revd Rose Westwood 
Holy Communion 

Sun 10 10am Remembrance Service 
at the Parish Church 

11am At the War Memorial 

Sun 17 11am Eddie Fowler 

Sun 24 11am Revd Charles Harris 

Roman Catholic Worship 
What makes a saint? 
It was much in the news in October that 
Cardinal John Henry Newman was 
canonised by Pope Francis on Sunday 13 
October, the first English person to be 
canonised in 43 years. While St John 
Henry is most well known for his 
theological teaching and educational 
commitment, it was his compassion for 
the sick, the imprisoned, and the 

desperately needy in which he tried to 
imitate Christ which made him 
outstanding. To be formally canonised, 
the potential saint must have 
demonstrated a ‘life of heroic virtue’. The 
Church further refines that phrase ‘heroic 
virtue’ by adding that they ‘lived in 
fidelity to God’s grace’, that is, 
recognising the primacy of Christ’s 
teachings. Many saints struggled along 
the way, often leading lives of chaos and 
distance from God: St Augustine of 
Hippo, St Francis of Assisi, and St Ignatius 
of Loyola are examples of saints who 
seemed surprised by their own later 
inclinations to turn towards God and 
away from their previous lives. Saints put 
God and others at the centre of their 
lives rather than themselves, often giving 
service to those most in need like Saint 
Teresa of Calcutta. We can all aim to be 
saints: by helping others, by being 
compassionate, being generous to those 
in need, and, like St John Henry and 
countless other named saints, we too can 
strive to imitate Christ. 

Sunday 24 November [Christ the King] 
8am           Stonesfield         Holy Communion [BCP/said]  
9.30am      Combe Longa    Parish Communion [BCP/said] 
11am         Stonesfield         Parish Communion [CW/sung]  
6pm           Combe Longa    Evensong 
 
Sunday 1 December [Advent Sunday] 
8am           Stonesfield         Holy Communion [BCP/said]  
9.30am      Combe Longa    All Age Worship 
11am         Stonesfield         All Age Worship  
 
Mid-week Communion Service [said] 
Wednesdays 9.30am at Stonesfield; everyone is most welcome 
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MASS TIMES 

SUNDAYS 
St Teresa’s, Charlbury: 9.15am  
St Kenelm’s, Enstone: 9am, second 

Sunday of every month  

WEEKDAYS 
St Teresa’s, Charlbury: 9.30am, 

Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays, 
preceded by Morning Prayers at 
9.15am 

Confession: Confessions are at 10am 
after morning Mass on Saturdays, and on 
request. 

Father Tony Joyce can be contacted on 
holytrinityrcchippy@gmail.com or 
telephone (01608 642703). 

For parish updates and any further 
information please see: 
https://stteresaschurch-charlbury.com 
or contact Clive Dytor, Chair, Parish 
Committee: chair.stteresaschurch 
charlbury@ gmail.com 

Roman Catholic Community in Stonesfield

STONESFIELD VOLUNTAR Y TRANSPOR T SCHEME 

arranges car transport to doctors’ and dentists’ surgeries in 

Woodstock, Charlbury, Long Hanborough and Witney, and to 

Water Eaton Park & Ride (for buses to JR, Nuffield and Churchill Hospitals) 

If you need a lift for a medical visit in NOVEMBER 

 please ring Margaret or Peter Hill (898823) or Viv Kendall (891803). 

Every effort will be made to find a volunteer driver for you, but please give as 

much notice as you can. This is a free service, but donations to costs are welcomed.
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Advertisements 

Line ads: £1.50 per 30 words. 
Boxed ads: 1/16 page £2; 1/8 page £4; 
1/4 page £8; 1/2 page £12; whole page £24. 

Copy should be sent to sj@sjhaviland.co.uk 
by 15th of the month or dropped in to 
Jenny Haviland, Peakes House, Peaks Lane, 
Stonesfield, OX29 8PY (tel. 01993 891614).

The Stonesfield Slate is a village amenity 
pro duced and distributed by volunteers. It 
can not be held responsible for any of the 
views ex pressed in its pages nor does it 
endorse any of the products or services 
advertised. The editor and the pub lishers 
reserve the right to edit or shorten any 
article sub mitted for pub lication.

 JEM 

CHIMNEY 
SWEEPING

• NO FUSS• 
•NO MESS • 

• NO PROBLEM • 
Tel: 01865 772996

Enjoyable drawing courses and workshops, 
all levels. Private tuition. 

For more details contact Gabriele at 
gabrielekern31@gmail.com 

or ring 01993 880430

Experienced local Mathematics tutor with BSc 
for students aged 8–14 years old. 

Tailored sessions based on the student’s individual 
needs with a focus on improving low confidence in 

the subject in a friendly way. 

Available on Thursdays after school. 
Sessions will take place in your home. 

From £30 p/h 

Call Jade on 07758 512848 
or email jadecallaghan44@gmail.com

 ENGLISH TUITION
11+ / KS2 / SATs

ESOL – Cambridge / IELTS
Qualified, experienced tutor

Tina Ewens
tetutorials258@gmail.com

07875 185916 

R S Services 
Aerial, Satellite & TV Installations  

and repairs. 

Qualified Engineer with over 40 years 

 experience. 

For a free quote 

Call Shane Berry 

01865 882300 / 01865 881313 

07815 095704

Friendly art classes 
 in Stonesfield, Finstock and Combe 

Next course starts on 11 November at St James’ 
Centre, 1.30 to 4 pm. This course is ideal for anyone 
who enjoys experimenting with the materials. We 
will look at drawing techniques and composition. 

Cost for six weeks is £95.  
More drawing courses in all three villages run  

from January 2020. 
To find out more, please contact  

Gabriele. gabrielekern31@gmail.com
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Hedges Decorating and Property Maintenance 
‘No job too small’ 
Daniel Hedges 

Painting and Decorating 
Garden and Property Maintenance 

Fencing and Repairs 
Demolition and Removal 

Small Carpentry Work 

Mobile: 07957 437347 
Email: Danielhedges98@gmail.com

Sewing & Alterations 
 . . . to make that garment fit you! 

Fittings, hem levels, and a varied range of 
alteration and sewing work carried out. 

Dresses, Skirts, Tops, Shirts, Jackets, 
Trousers, Curtains, Cushions and beyond! 

Louise EverettBrown 
lou.smiley1@btinternet.com 

01993 813873

Living Crafts for Christmas
14th November - 17th November

The Christmas Market
22nd November - 15th December

Illuminated Christmas Trail
22nd November 2019 -  

1st January 2020

Alice in the Palace
22nd November 2019 -  

5th January 2020

This Christmas visit…

blenheimpalace.com

 
 
 
 
 

Good Gourmet 
 

Upcoming events at our pop-up restaurant 

Saturday 2nd November – 3-course Bistro  

Christmas Bistro Dates: 
Saturday 7th/14th December 

Thursday 19th December 

Menu available soon 

BYO 

See our website calendar for menus and  
details of our new Midweek suppers 

Visit www.goodgourmet.co.uk to see menus 
and make a booking or call 01993 898614

GOURMET
ood

bistro - style - catering

Crystal Clear Cleaning  

is here for all your cleaning needs! 
Crystal Clear Cleaning services can 
offer you a range of cleans such as: 

– regular cleans 
– deep cleans 

– end of tenancy cleans 
– spring cleans 
– oven cleans 

– white goods cleans 
– personalised cleans 

We are fully insured and DBS checked 
and very flexible! 

Please contact Chloe Winterbourne 
on 07539 177541 or email 

Crystalclearcleaning12@outlook.com 
for more information
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Bespoke, handmade curtains, 
blinds and soft furnishings 

 
Friendly and professional 

service 
 

Free, no obligation 
consultations 

 
Tel. 07880 880314 

 
info@kingfishersoftfurnishings.co.uk 

 
www.kingfishersoftfurnishings.co.uk 

 

SC
Salon Copenhagen 

3 Pendle Court, Pond Hill, Stonesfield, Oxon, OX29 8PZ 
Telephone 01993 891101 

 
Unisex hairdressing salon for ladies, gentlemen and children. 

All aspects of hairdressing undertaken by our professionally 
trained stylists, Sally and Donna.  

We also offer earpiercing and our nail bar is open for OPI 
manicures, pedicures and Gelish Polish. 

Find us on Facebook. Open Tuesday to Saturday.

Salon Copenhagen 
is now offering beauty treatments  

Eyebrow Shaping  
Eyelash and Eyebrow Tinting 

Facial Threading  
Facial Waxing 
LVL Lash Lift 

Manicures and Pedicures using OPI 
Polish or Shellac 

Quick Dip Manicures 
Make Up Application  

Coming Soon . . . 
Massages 

Facials using Dermalogica  
Body Waxing  

Sienna X Spray Tanning  

Please call 07810 301087 to book
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Jacqu 
 

jacquel 

 

 
 

Virtual Office Guardian
Business Support Services

All office, organisational and 
paperwork functions untertaken 

 
jacquelinecarthew@gmail.com 

Plumbing, Heating, Bathroom 
Refurbishments/Installations, Tiling 

01993 252643 or 07515 284286 
jh.plumbing@hotmail.co.uk

Tel: 01993 891381     
Mob: 07971018279 

Email: info@tvtreecare.co.uk
www.tvtreecare.co.uk

THAMES VALLEY 
TREE CARE  LTD

A Stonesfield based company  
providing a professional and reliable 
service in all aspects of tree surgery 

and hedge management

FREE no obligation quote

 

PET 

SITTING 
 

Do you go on holiday and worry about your pets?  
I am a pet lover and I am offering to look after 

your animals (feeding, playing, etc.) after school/ 
weekends/school holidays. I also ride ponies, 

water plants and can supply a reference from my 
cat sitting job. Rates negotiable. 

Please call 01993 898620 and ask for Tara Taylor.

  

   
 

 

… the perfect 
Cotswold 
hideaway 
 

Located in the beautiful village of Ramsden 

Ideal holiday home for when family or friends 
come visiting 

Sleeps 4 with parking  
Cot and highchair available 

For more details and how to book:  
07305 816115 
info@gablecottagecotswolds.co.uk 
www.gablecottagecotswolds.co.uk 
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Family business est. over 40 years. 

Cleaning windows – UVPC fascia 

boards – cladding – frames – gutters. 

Specialized equipment for cleaning 

conservatory roofs & solar panels. 

Fully insured. 

For a professional and reliable service 

ring 01993 882727 or 07974 991269.

KINGS CLEANING SERVICES

A. K. P. DIXON 
Home & Garden Maintenance 

& General Handyman 

For all those jobs you need doing 

inside & outside – I’m your man! 

Call Ade on 01993 813873  

or 07825 631111 

or email handymanade@btinternet.com

Bed and Breakfast 
at Combe 

For details 
please view 

www.greenclose.net 
 or call 01993 891223

 
 

Stonesfield Based, Family Run Firm 
 

All types of electrical work undertaken, no job too big or small 
We are fully insured & NICEIC approved electrical contractors 

• New Building Installations, Kitchens and Bathrooms 
• Extensions, Outbuildings & Rewires (Full & Partial) 

• Consumer Unit (Fuse Board) Replacement 
• NICEIC Tests, Inspections & Reports & Fault Finding 

• New or Additional Power Sockets/USB Sockets 
• Power and LED Lighting 

• Security Lighting, Alarm Installations & Smoke Alarms 

 
All Work Guaranteed & Certification Supplied when Applicable 

Call 01993 222444 or Email quotes@Oxelec.co.uk Web www.OxElec.co.uk 

VEHICLE TECH 
Mobile mechanic servicing, repairs, diagnostics 

& MOTs prepared and arranged 
for all makes & models 

Friendly & reliable service at competitive rates,  
19 years experience & based in Stonesfield 

Call Rob on 01608 646100 or 07791 755771 
Email: vehicletech3@gmail.com
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WILLS ~ PROBATE ~ POWERS OF ATTORNEY 

INHERITANCE TAX PLANNING 

Tel. 01993 811 792 
Email info@woodstocklaw.co.uk    

Woodstock Solicitors - 1st Floor - 32 New Road - Woodstock - OX20 1PB 

 

 

 

Suriya Express 

& Post Office 
1 Pendle Court, Pond Hill, Stonesfield 

Tel/Fax 01993 898379 

Bread & Pastries 

Fine range of Groceries 

Fruit & Vegetables 

Beers, Wines & Spirits 

New range of Organic Products 

Dry Cleaning 

Opening hours: 

Monday to Friday 7am–8pm 

Saturday and Sunday 8am–8pm* 

Bank Holidays 8am–8pm* 

*P.O. closed on Sundays & on Bank Holidays
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 Hypnotherapy 

 
For help with anxiety, stress, 
pain control, insomnia, phobias, 
unwanted habits, confidence 
and self-esteem, exam and 
interview nerves.

Contact: Linda Flanigan  
Clinical Hypnotherapist 
GHR Registered & Member (Lic.) of National 
Council for Hypnotherapy 
 
Tel: 07866 360359 
Email: linda@lfhypnotherapy.co.uk 
www.lfhypnotherapy.co.uk 

Acupuncture for stress reduction, 
pain relief, arthritis, migraine, fatigue, 

hormone imbalance, and more.
Appointments available at my Stones昀eld 

clinic or in your own home. 
To 昀nd out more or arrange an initial 

consultation please contact me on 01993 
898102 / 07791 278618 

maeve@maeveodonnellacupuncture.co.uk
or visit 

www.maeveodonnellacupuncture.co.uk
       @ maeveodonnellacupuncture

Imag ine Life�
if you had your own…�

Gardener�
Decorator�
Babysitter�

De-clutterer�
I can help you clear your clutter, 
weed out your wardrobe and find 

new homes for your unwanted items.�
Dog Walker�

Spring Cleaner�
Moving House Help�

House & Pet Sitter…�
all rolled into one!�

For one-off events or regular help  
please contact Lindsey  

lindsey@hatsoffstudios.com or call �
01993 898620    07941 561471

PROBLEM FEET? 
 

NAIL CUTTING • CORNS • CALLUS 
PROBLEM NAILS • FOOT MASSAGE 

Treatment in the comfort of your own home 

SHARON DAVIES  MCFHP MAFHP 
(01993) 891132 / (M) 07941843353 

Registered member of the British Association  
of Foot Health Professionals

Slate NOV 19 revd.qxp_SLATE MASTER v3.3  22/10/2019  21:04  Page 26



                                                                                                        27                                  Stonesfield Slate Novtember 2019

GEOFF BOOTH 
Landscaping · Paving · Walling 
Driveways · Fencing · Treework 

Building maintenance 
Hardwood logs delivered 

Free quotations 
Tel: 01993 891945 

Mob: 07710 628248 
Email: geoffboothlandscaping@hotmail.com

Tel: 0845 458 2980 

Mobile: 07976 261850 

Email: info@townandcountrytrees.co.uk

www.townandcountrytrees.co.uk

A tree surgery company with 
the integrity you can trust.

MICHAEL PRICE & SON 
PLASTERING 

For all your internal plastering 
tel 07710 170049 or 01608 811642 

mickeyprice525@gmail.com 

58 Ticknell Piece Road,  
Charlbury, Oxon, OX7 3TW
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P. Fletcher 
Painting, Decorating 

& Wallpapering 
Forty years’ + experience 

Tel. 01993 891207 
or mobile 07884 430300

 
YOUR LOCAL 

STOCKISTS & INSTALLERS OF

GARAGE DOORS 
&

REMOTE OPERATORS

GARAGE DOOR REPAIRS & SPARES

LOCAL RESIDENTS –10% DISCOUNT ON
STOCKED DOORS

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
 01993 778836 / 01865 246444

MANY WORKING DOORS & OPERATORS 
ON DISPLAY AT:

SHOWROOM:
UNIT 24, AVENUE ONE, STATION LANE, 

WITNEY, OXON, OX28 4XZ

�����������		�
�	��

 

   
♦ WIDE RANGE OF FABRICS  
 

♦ TRACKS AND POLES 
 

♦ FREE FITTING  
 
     

    
 

COMPLETE SERVICE DIRECT TO YOU AT HOME   

 

   BLINDS AND CURTAINS 
 

                            Made  to Measure  Made  to Measure  Made  to Measure  Made  to Measure      
    

www.windowdesign.co 

            PHONE  
01993 870606 
 
 FOR A FREE CONSULTATION 
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ROOFIX 

All aspects of roof work undertaken  

Slates • Tiles • Flat roofs 

Chimneys • Valleys • Leadwork 

Moss clearance 

UPVC fascias • Soffits • Gutters 

Advice and estimates free 

Freephone 
0800 955 5063 

Mobile 
07817 792194

in the frame

We are a small independent shop where we offer a bespoke 
picture framing service with an extensive range of frames and 
mounts and offer the option of normal or speciality glasses - all 
the work is undertaken here on site.

We also stock a superb selection of cards and gifts, and lots 
more for the home, ranging from cushions and throws (made from 
recycled plastic bottles) to gorgeous sheepskins.

Or there’s our beautiful range of jewellery, hand creams and 
candles, leather wallets with inbuilt anti card clone systems, 
there’s cuddly toys for the kids, we even have marbles and a host 
of other traditional games to delight the family - the list goes on 
and on, so as you can see we’re not just framers, why not come 
and take a look, be inspired, you never know what you 
might 昀nd...

Cotswold frames gallery and gift shop is 

situated in the market town of Charlbury, 

on eastern edge of the Cotswolds...
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D. J.  R.  MILES 
BATHROOM, PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEERS LTD 

(Company number 4633496) 

Winner of the:  

Worcester Bosch environment 2007 installer of the year for sustainable heating and hot water systems 

• WAI Worcester Bosch accredited installer 

• Gas safe register engineer: registration: 37123 

• Oftec oil fired engineer: registration: C4970/101/105e/600a 

• Unvented hot water registered engineer 

• Greenskies solar panel registered engineer 

• Ground Source heat pump engineer 

• Air to water source heat pump engineer 

• Green Source air to air engineer 

• Underfloor heating engineer 

• 6084 city and guilds energy efficient domestic heating registered engineer 

• Part P electrical engineer 

• All types of central heating services, new energy efficient installations and design service 

• All types of bathroom installations and design service 

Address: Polperro, The Ridings, Stonesfield, Witney, Oxon OX29 8EA 

Telephone: 01993 891904/01993 891314   Mobile: 07860 142230 

www.plumbingandheating4oxfordshire.co.uk 

E-mail djrmbpheltd@yahoo.co.uk   www.worcester-bosch.co.uk

A. L. SOLE & SON 
Funeral Directors 

Bidston Close, Over Norton, 
Chipping Norton, ox7 5pp 

A professionally qualified 
Funeral Director providing 

a dignified and personal 
service at any hour. 

Private Chapels of Rest 
in a peaceful garden setting. 

 
Tel. 01608 644112

m i k e
c h a m b e r s

p a i n t i n g  •  d e c o r a t i n g
&  g e n e r a l  p r o p e r t y

m a i n t e n a n c e

i n t e r i o r  &  e x t e r i o r
l a m i n a t e  f l o o r i n g  

b o x i n g  i n  •  t a p s  r e p l a c e d
 s m a l l  a r e a  t i l i n g

y o u r  D I Y  d o n e  f o r  y o u
 

0  7  9 7  3   6 2 4 7 9 7
e m a i l : m i k e @ m i c h a e l - c h a m b e r s . c o . u k

w w w . m i c h a e l - c h a m b e r s . c o . u k
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Broadband and Wireless.  Installation and Training. 
Problem solving.   Jargon-free advice.    Upgrades.    

Digital Photos.    Virus Protection and Removal. 
 

 
Call or email me, Len Kehoe 
 

- Computer Science graduate 
with over 30 years experience 

phone:  01993 810125 

mobile:  07944 877437 

email:     thepcbuddy@gmail.com 

web:       www.thepcbuddy.co.uk 

Andrew A. Adams FCCA 
Chartered Certified Accountant 

Quality personal service for your  
Accounting, Taxation and Business needs 

Competitive fees agreed in advance 

Free initial meeting 

Telephone: 07790 854574 
01993 891280 

Email: aaadams@TalkTalk.net

!"#$%&'()*")$
Member of the  

Chartered Institute of Building 
!

General property  
maintenance and  
high quality DIY 

 
General repairs 

All carpentry - Decorating 
Minor plumbing 

 
Prompt, reliable and 
recommended service 

No job too small 
 

Tel: 07876-275300 
robatkinson.ajdw@gmail.com 
 

“A job done well” 

!

Roberts Garden Machinery Ltd 
·Professional servicing and repairs of 

most makes of garden machinery 

·New & second-hand machinery supplied 

·Collection & delivery by arrangement 

18 years’ experience with LAWNMOWER SALES & SERVICE 

Open 8–5 Monday–Friday, 8–12 Saturday 

Unit H5, New Yatt Business Centre, New Yatt, OX29 6TJ 

Tel: 01993 881320 or email: robert.milloini@ btinternet.com
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Jerrams Brothers Funeral Directors 
33 High Street 

Woodstock OX20 1TE 
(01993) 811491 

 
• Private Chapel of Rest 

• 24-hour personal family service 
• Pre-paid funeral plans 

 
As the third generation of a funeral-directing family, Nicholas and 
Benjamin Tonks believe that at the time of bereavement, compassion 

and the families’ wishes are paramount. In partnership with the Church 
and community we endeavour to give the bereaved as much care and 

support as possible.

Painting, Decorating & 
Tiling With Care 

* 
Local & Reliable Tradesman 

House & Home Services 

* 
INTERIOR DECORATING 

TILING – ALL TYPES 

HOME MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 

PERIOD PROPERTY EXPERIENCE 

FULLY INSURED 

* 
Richard Buck 

Elbie House East End 

Tel: 01993 880166 

Mob: 07791 046583

 
 
 
 
 

STEPHEN J. WILEY 
ELECTRICIAN 

Additions · Alterations · Rewiring 

Surveys · Security Lighting 

Cookers · Showers 

Telephone Points 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Tel (01993) 882778/881409 

90 Main Road, Long Hanborough, Witney, OX29 8JY 

Stephen.Wiley@btconnect.com

 
 
 
 
 

Lighting Your Way Into The Future
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PAINT TECH 

Mobile automotive re-finishing 

Painted bumpers, alloy wheels, 

paintless dent removal, screen repairs, 

interior trim and seat repairs 

Full body shop facilities 

David Lee 07831 193999 7am–6pm 

Established 1991

RuraScape 
Landscaping & gardens 

- Patios 
- Turfing 
- Fencing 

- Lawns & grassland 
- Hedge management 

- Garden/scrubland clearance 

Tel 01993 898733 or 07811 598958 
Email rurascape@hotmail.com

A C E          Car Repairs and Servicing 

01993 700041 
 

SERVICING, BRAKES, CLUTCHES, AIR CONDITIONING, EXHAUSTS, 

DIAGNOSTICS, MOT’S PREPARED AND ARRANGED 

 
Alan Claridge Engineering is a garage in Witney that has been repairing 

cars for over 30 years. I now live in Stonesfield and will collect your car 

from your house and deliver it back free of charge. I service and repair all 

makes of car so please call me to arrange an appointment.
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Fixed priced repairs to 

include electrical  
safety test 

 

Electric cooker 
connections both 

freestanding 
and built-in 

 

BS7671 accredited 
 

Full public liability cover 
 

Same day, evening & 
weekend appointments 

normally available 

 
Domestic  

Appliance Repairs 
 
WASHING MACHINES 

REFRIGERATION 
ELECTRIC COOKERS 

TUMBLE DRYERS 
DISHWASHERS 

 

Professional 
Descaler Available 

 
Call Andrew 

01993 
891339 

 

or  
Mobile 

07989 945971 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WITNEY WELDING 
 

Architectural, Construction, 

Agricultural and Equestrian 

Steel Fabricating Services 
 

We can also provide a full welding 
service in Steel, Stainless Steel, 

Aluminium and Titanium, including 
repairs to Steel, Aluminium 

and Iron castings 
 

For a free no obligation quote, 
contact Peter on: 

Tel: 01993 891198 
Mobile: 07751 678412 

Email: Witneywelding@hotmail.com 

Unit A, Farley Lane, Stonesfield, 
Oxfordshire, OX29 8HB

PELLMANS 

Solicitors 

• Business, Agricultural and Employment 
Law 
Contracts, Legal Compliance & Disputes 

• Property 
Buying & Selling Homes, Commercial 
& Agricultural 

• Wills, Probate and Trusts 
Tax Planning, Lasting Powers of Attorney 
& Elderly Client Advice 

01865 884400 
www.pellmans.co.uk 

1 Abbey Street, Eynsham, Oxford OX29 4TB 

Home visits and evening appointments available
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City breaks and holidays and holidays for 
music lovers 
Great Experience Travel is delighted to be a supporter of the 
Witney Music Society’s 2019 programme, with the next concert 
being a wonderful Double Bass & Piano recital by Toby Hughes 
and Daniel King Smith at Witney Methodist Church on Friday 8th 
November. 

If you are thinking about your next 
holiday or city break, how about 

visiting the beautiful cities of Vienna or Salzburg and 
engrossing yourself in the music of Mozart and the Strauss 
Family, the Rome and Venice of Rossini and Verdi, or the 
Poland of Chopin – and the list, or should that be Liszt, goes 
on and on ! 

 

We can even arrange travel to Australia which would 
include a ‘behind the scenes’ tour of the Sydney Opera 
House, before enjoying a wonderful performance in 
possibly the most photographed and iconic concert hall in 
the world. 

 

Great Experience Travel 
Call us on 01993 627815, visit our website: 
www.greatexperiencetravel.co.uk, or call into 
see us in our office: Waterloo Walk, High Street, 
Witney, OX28 6EU. 
E-mail: info@greatexperiencetravel.co.uk 

For tickets and concert details, visit www.witneymusicsociety.org.uk 
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The White Horse, Stonesfield 
 

CHRISTMAS IS COMING . . . 
 

Thank you to everyone who came to our Halloween Party and made such an 
effort with some amazing costumes. We had a really great night! Now it’s time 

to start thinking about Christmas. 

We are taking bookings for Christmas Day Lunch. Although our 2.30pm  
sitting is now fully booked, we do have some availability for the 12noon so 

give us a ring or pop in if you would like to book. The menu is on our 
website, along with our Christmas Party menu, which is available from  

27 November until 24 December.  

We will be ringing in the New Year as usual and hope you will celebrate with 
us. This year’s theme will be Movies and Music, so you can dress up as your 

 favourite movie star or rock star. There will be music and dancing from 9pm 
till 12pm then we will bring in the New Year to the chimes of Big Ben. The 

restaurant will be open for food from 6pm to 8pm. 

 
Bar opening hours Food served 
Wed–Thursday 5pm–Close Wed–Thursday 6pm–9pm 
Friday 12noon–3pm Friday 12noon–2.30pm 

5pm–Close 6pm–9pm 
Saturday 12noon–3pm Saturday 12noon–2.30pm 

6pm–Close 6pm–9pm 
Sunday 12noon–4pm Sunday 12noon–3pm 

 

Children are always welcome and WE NOW OFFER A CHILDREN’S MENU. 
Dogs are very welcome in the bar area or garden! 

Phone 01993 891063 
Web: www.whitehorsestonesfield.com 

Email: info@whitehorsestonesfield.com 
Also, search for The White Horse Stonesfield and follow us on Facebook!
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